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Andaman and Nicobay [slands represent 5 biological paradise for plant biodiversity. Medicinal plants of these islands
also represent a typical Malavan fora sAbout 52 medicinal plants are found to be endemic. The present article ENCOMPESEEs
a glimpse of 2 few important medicinal plants from Bay Islands along with the folk knowledge gleaned through recurrent
survey. Enomous prospect in drug discovery is discernible from these specics.
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Andaman and Nicobar Islands, s lzndmass of 572
isiands, isles, rocks and reely; located about 1200 km
away from the mainland India iz lceated between the
iatitude of 6:14'N and longitude of 92-14" E. This
hipelago possesses rich biodiversity under a fypicat
tropicak environment. The total land area encompasses

ar

8249 sq kra. The islands are blessed with about 3100

rainfali distributed over & months starting from
May- December owing to the influence of Southwest
and MNoriheast monsoon. The ctal forest area of the

islands is about 84.3% and in general the islands are

lush green due to luxuriant.vegelation. The vegetation
pattern includes coastal Hiorial,. mangroves, island
iducus and evergreen fm%r&, There are 2300
angiospermic specles of which 223 are endemic. The
humman population is Increasing st an alerming rate
and bas already crossed islands carvying capacity’.
: ilonal knowledge is fast diminishing owing
o recent modernization and overall development of
the Islands. At this point it was folt sssential to survey
fr coliection and collation of folk knowledge in
relation to medicinel plants by the people
residing here for generations. .
Sndaman and Nicobar islands ars also considered
o be & hot spot of biodiversity of medicinal plants.
QOut of 2500 angiospermic species: distributed acress
the Istand terrifory, the aboriginale viz. MNicobarese,
Shomper, Jorawss, Seniinels, COngese and Great

e
RIS

- *Comresponding aathor

Andamanese use 52 species as medicaments®®. The
Central Agricultaral Research Institute, Botanical
Survey of India and Society of A & N Ecology
(SANE) have mountsd efforts towards comnilation,
collecion and collation of information about
medicinal planis available in these. islands. Several
studies were conducted and medicinal plants of these
istands were documented’. The medicinal plants
commonly used by the locals and tribes, those found
in the mangrove areas, medicinal plants exciusivety
used by tribals, medicinal plant snited for homestesd
farming, etc. have been identified. The farii
comsisting of largest number of endemic specles s
Rubiaceas  with 41 species followed by
Buphorbiaceae and Orchidacese with 34 and 24 taxa,
respectively. Ixora of Rubiaceae is the largest genus
with 12 species endemic to the islands. Out of 301
taxa, 231 are species, 7 are subspecies and 43 are
varieties. Further, 62 species, 2 subspecies and 9
varieiies are found to be endemic to both Andaman
and Nicebar Isiands, 135 species, 5 subspscies and 2
varisties are endemic 10 Andaman only and 54 species
and 12 varieties are endemic to Nicobars only®. .

Methodslogy .

Recurrent survey was made in South, Middte,
North and Little Andaman and Nicobar Isiands to
document available folk knowledge about the herbal
formulations  being used by tribals including
aboriginals. The plants wers identified in Botanical
Survey of India, Port Blair and herbaria were kept in
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