GUPTA e af: MEDICINAL PLANTS OF CAR NICOBAR ISLAND,

in the imteror forest, some plants are
cultivated by these tribes for their medicinal
value. Wide variety of planis can be ssen
growing as weeds in the large open area in
the center of each village. During the study,
sleven plant species with their local names,
most comtnonly used by the local fribes
have peen enumeraied (Table 1). To ensure
authenticity of the results, plants which were
in flowering or fimiting stage at the time of
data collection were recorded (Plate] & 2).

Discussion )

The Nicobarese tribes are the reservoir of
vast knowledge. They have been using
medicinat plants for the treatment of various
diseases since ages. Alihough few of the
aditional  healers  have'  informal
apprentices, very lttle of this knowledge is
decumsntad. The Island is passing through a
transitional phase due o recent changes in
the socio-sconomic set up and youths are
also gefting atiracted toward the influencs of
outside  world  This wealth of
undocurnented information is likely w be
icst in near future if timely efforts are not
taken. Attempts have to be made to analyze
the scientific basis of this indigencus
knowledge by encouraging pharmaco-
chemical studies of the documented species.
Although some of the species enlisted are
afready known for their medicinal use, some
of them stifl vemain unknown. These #ribes
must be encowraged o cultivaie the
promising species in large scale for their
sconcmic upliftment and betterment of the
society.
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