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THE ViSIT

rls s-iromMay 12 101572006 Our visit coverad

~We-Visited Andaman and Nicobarls siand
the Jarawa. We also sought and spoke to anoiher * ‘mainstreamed” fribe, the Great

Andamanese. Three months earlier, co-chairperson of the sub- -group had visited the

Onge serdemnnt in Dugong Creexk. anough her expsrience we were able to look at
Lhe Jarawe rrom the Onge lens as well. During this visit,- we ‘mat senior ‘officials of
Andamen ::ﬂd N‘cobar lsiands admm;smauon setilers-who livedin the vicinity of

Jarawa Reserve, and repreaentanves of -Panchaysti Raj Institutions and NGOs

working among tribals.

|

Jaunt with the Jarawa

ft was an interesting lesson in confrasts
time we saw tham was in PHC Tusnabad. They were siiting

. In one day we experienced two contacts (

with Jarawa. The first
on hospital beds, clofhed in ill-tting garments of ridiculous colours and shapes, |

staring 'vacantly at t’le visitors. Cut to 2 different scene; In tha natural environment ’

of their “Chaddhe”, the rain forests of South Andamans &t Poona Nullzh. Wse saw }
them, vital and energstic, unencumbered with clothes, holding bzbizs, making |
errival of a fresh shikar. These then were the |
I

hunting implements, celebrating the
straight from

original. inhabitants of the Islands; the scare could have bean lifted
100,000 years ago. What lingsrs &d in our mind was how proud and happy thay

looxed, unlike the cowering, subaltem scene of the hospital.
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Jarawa Survival and the Question of ATR
[ the people of Andemans fo the last parson, wan

to Majabunder. These eare seiflers whe are backed by a capable

Biair t
supportive administration. Evaryone has learnt the word ifeline’ which they use with

passion to convince decision makers that it is @ matter of their lifs and death. Tha
the Supreme Court order for its closure given in 2002

it the ATR} which connects Port
and

present status of ATR is that
has still not been complied with by the Administration; they have filad 2 review

petition, which has been admitted by the Court. But thres years down the road, and



