When we look at the fraaiment meted out fo indigenous groups by governmenis in

the Americas, Australis, Afica or New Zezland we become doubly conscious of our
that ths's does ot happen to our ribes in A'ﬁa emzn lslands.
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Our own cxpencnce of whaL has become of two of the TOUE’ Anaaman iribes after
reat

colonial and then official mtervennon is not reassuring. Both these tribes, the G

Andamanese nd the Onge, mdy soon become exflnct Gr=a’r Andamaneseg have

suffered severc deplauon of strangth nrsL Decausc tnej were kli[ed by the Brmsh

2nd ScCOﬂd becau e of dleease and adver 52 socxal comact In. the sixies,

Aamlms:ref!on sh:‘tcd the rﬁw survivors amcrg mcm who wur: s*at'crca in South

and MldeE Andama. s, to Sirait Island. Their strength had then shrunk to nineteen.

Today they number fifty three, having increased almost three timss. But what ar

they now? Ineri, enervated, alcoholic, shom of vitality and purpose. Similarly, the

s then 100. Pre-Tsumani they were setiled in two places in an

Onge ars foday les
in & small

island celled Little Andamans. Todzy Adminisiration hzs placed them

portion of this island, Dugong Creek. Their present exisience is fragile parily

because of disease and paﬁfy due to loss of traditional means

again the challenge is to ensure thzt the Jarawa do not go the same way.

of existence. Hers

Unfortunataly, our own approach towards the Jarawa has not been very different.

This is evident from the manner in which the Jarawz territory has besn squszz

over a period of iime and non-iribals seiiled in its vicinity. Development projects have
been exacuted in their araz for the benefit of sstilers. In this contexi, the construction
of ATR was the most davasiating projsct. Such development severely affecizd thelr
mode of subsistence and oiten produced hostile reactions; the most hostile being
=gainsit the construction of ATR. As z rssuli, several Jarawa were kKilled zs also
some workers who wers engagad in construction.
encourage the Jarawa {o come out of their isolation did

These zre soms reasons why

attempts of administration to
not succeed. Earlier, it was their isclation and “hostility” which ensured their survival
despite ihe re_duced'space in which they lived. But an incident which occurred in
1987 changed all this.2 An injured Jarawa boy, Enmei, was found lying hurt in the

forest. He was brought to the setilement for treaiment, and that seems to have

triggered the process of Jarawa socizlization. Since then the *hostility” of the Jarawa

Though “friendly contzct™” had been asiablished with the Jerawa since 1974, they never venmred out of their

forest homes to voluniarily seek contadt with settlers before 1997.
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