TOUR REPORT IN RESPECT 0!5 TOUR TO NEW DELHI TO

ATTEND INTER-STATE CONFERENCE ON PRICE"
SUPPORT SCHEME IN THE NAFED HEADQJARTERS ON

15.9.01.

" The meeting was held as'sch'eduled*atﬂd'so AM on
1592001 under the chairmanship of Shn J.N.L. Srivastav,
Secretary, Agncu!ture and Cooperatlon GOl It was attended

by Secretanes deallng with Agnculture/Cooperatzon in major |
khanf{ orlseeds producmg states such as Gujarat, Kamataka Sy

Punjab Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh etc. and also by the
Managmg ‘Directors of the Cooperatzve marketing federations
responsrble for procuring foodgrams under PSS in- these states )

i made the fo!lowrng submission in the meeting:

The A&N Admlmstratlon has the followmg 5 concerns:

- 1. Resumption of D gggremer't of copra susoended since
1 40.8.2001: 1 mentloned that copra productlon was the . -

malnstay of the tribal farmers in ‘the southern group of
. S Islands and in the absence of procurement of copra, their

financial condition had been adverse!y affected. Given -

the geographlcal and- topographlca' conditions prevaiting
_in the southern group of islands, other than copra and
~arecanut, practically no other crops grow in these lslands
Therefore it was essential to continue to support the
farmers by procuring copra. - i

2. Jmmediate procurement of coora that has accumulated

,since' the _suspension of procurement: 1 informed

Secretary (Agricuiture & Cooperation) that approxirnately
770 tonnes of copra has accumulated in the godowns of
~ tribal cooperatit.'e societies which do the‘ procurement.
The financial implication of procuring this copra would
come to approximately Rs. 2.18 crores (770 X 2840 =
2186800) which was a small amount for the GOl butit




