2. i TheRCS, A &N Ad: inistration, Port Blair.

i

The overheads on procurement f copra from the societies are being met by
ihe NAFED. Therefore there' 3 nO necessity of inducting TRIFED for
procurement of copra at present. Jowever TRIFED may take up procurement‘
of copra in this UT after termination of the present one year’s agreement.

_ ' The market price of be:2l nut has also fallen sharply for about 8
onths now. The tribal coopers tives used 10 purchase betel nut @ Rs. 80/-
per kg while they are purchasiu 3 it @ Rs. 50/- per kg now due t0 slump of
the commodityin the market. The GOI have not fixed any support price for

' betel nut, sO the tribal growers are suffering loss in marketing their surplus

produce of betel nut. Therefore’ TRIFED may be inducted 0O take up
procurement' of betel nut from 1€ tribal cooperative societies and restore the
sarlier selling price of Rs. 80/ , er kg for the benefit of the tribal growers.

Wwith regards, it :
; bt E Yours sincerely
o[-
(N.G Biswas)
; (Comp kile TW-948)
Shri S.K Naik G B
Secretary to Govt. of India,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,

Y hawan, New Delhi - 110001,

Copy to':

17 atiThe ‘Derput‘y“éor“r“n‘n..;éitmer,- Nicobars Distn'ct,'-Por_t Blair with
- reference to his letter i fo. 2-63/ITDP/2000/ 1117 dated 21 .8.200Q.

o~

Secretary (TW)



