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In January the Senfinclese

Iribe of the Andaman Islands
dramatically made clear their
swish {0 mainlain their total
isolation from Lhe ouniside world.
The tribe, who live on tiny North
Senlinel Island, killed two men
who had illepally approached ,
their island, The leagic incident
highlighted the failure of the
Indian povernment Lo uphold
and protect the |and rights

ef alf the tribes of the

Andeman Islands.

The Sentinelese are the mosL
isolated of the four tribes of

- the istands, and probably the

most isolaled labe in lhe world,
Nobody oulside the tribe spenks
their language, or even knows
whal they call themselves, They
hunt and gather in the forest, and
(ish in the coasial wales of lheir
island. They live in cominunal
huts with several hearths, and
travel the sca using outrigger
canoes, Their number is
unknown, but is believed lo

be between S0 and 200, Like
the other tribes of the Andaman
Islands, lhe Sentinelese are
1hought to bave migrated from
Africa up ta 60,000 years ago.

In the late 1980s and carly
1990s, armed wreckage
salvagers weni Lo North Senlinel
1o salvage iren and olher goods
from a shipwreck, and killed
many Sentinelese. Now, as

the coasiline belonging 1o the
neighbouring Jarawa fribe is
heavwily used for illegal fishing,
poachers are also [ighing and
diving for lobsler around North
Sentinel. Tt is illegal to go within
five kilometres of {he island,

After the December 2004
Lsunami, ihe Senlinelese

fired arrows and threw rocks

at a helicopter flying over to
see if they had survived. They
have consislenily shown thal
they do not want any contact
whatsoever with oulsiders,

The lacal authorities have made
various unsuccessful atlemplts
fo establish conlact wilh the
tribe. Afthough these ‘confact
missions” heve officially slopped,
there are cancems that pleasure
Iaps by officials will stll be
made or thal contact missions
may be reinstated. 11 is vital
thal the wishes of the Senlinelese
fo remain solaled be respeced.
Canlacl with the outside

waorld could very quickly wipe
Ihem out threugh exploitation,
violence, and diseases to which
Lhey have no immunity.

The other relatively isolaicd
tribe of the islands, the Jarawa,
established peaceful contact
wilh Indian setilers in 1998
after many vears of government
contacl missions. They ere now
in serious danger. Local and
Bunmgese poachers are enfering
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Lheir reswe Fom the coast and
via the md thai ruas through
their lamMany poschers spend
days at#lime in lhe reserve, and
persuadsic Jarawa (o hunl pigs
and deedlir them in retum for
alcoholgbacco and rice. Local
officin}s often complicit in

‘bis abuThe Jorawa, like the

Senfineke, are vulnerable fo
disease,3e introduction of
addictivenbstances and
foreign #d also risks creating
a depensicy on outsiders — the
neighbaing Greal Andemanese
Iribe, lomample, has been
reducedim 3,000 1o only

41 peoplsho survive on
governmal cations and

are plagad by alcoholism.

The locaind intemationa)
campaigin support of the
Jarawa i transformed policy
on the Adamen Islands, In
2002, Usndian supreme courl
ordered & 1he road runping
though fisdarawn reserve

be closed

The aulbiorities’ own
gronndbreaking policy on

the Jarawa now recognises
their rights Lo live on their
land in the way ihey choose.

I acknowiedges lhe need 1o
profect Jarawa land from
ponchers, and Lo carcfully vel
officials who have confact with
the tribe, Yet the road remains
open, and fitile is being done in
praclice to enforce the lew and
to proleci the Jarawa’s land,
Unless the authorifies lake
immediate action fo uphold

Ihe rights of the Senfinclese
and the Jorawa, they will
destroy both Iribes’ chances

ol an independen| fitire, and
risk allowing them to be wiped
oul complelely,
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Phote: Sentineleze cauphl E“_( lilm duririg a
posernmenl cantasl fen. © 2004 Sundval.




