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1) Andaman and Nicebar islands
The Andaman and Nicobar Islands of India are the largest archipelago system in the Bay of

Bengal, consisting of 306 islands and 206 rocks and rocky outcrops, and covering a totsl area
of about 820C sq. kms. The islands are situated about 1000 kms from mainiand and less than
10% of their total number inhabited.

The islands of the archipelago lie in a crescent that stretches from Cape Negrais of
Myanmar to the Banda Arc of Sumatra (Indonesia). The Andamans are copsidered to be the
extensions of the submerged Arakan Yoma mountsin range of Myanmar, while the Mentawei
Island to the south and south-west of Sumstra are presumed to be a southem continuation of
the Nicobars. ' '

Ia)The Great Andaman group of islands is made up of North, Middle and South
Andaman Islands, with\Baratang Island situated between Middle and South Andmasn
Isiands. Kitchie's Archigdago is a group of islands located to the east of Middle
Andaman while the Labyrinth group of islands is situsted south west of South Andaman.
90% of the total land area of 6408 sq km of the Andaman group is constituted of reserve
forests and protected areas. Nearly 30% of this land is designated as tribal regerves in the
name of the four indigenous communities here, the Grest Andamanese, the Onge, the
Jarawa and the Sentinelese.

Tb) The Nicobsr group is spread over an area of 1841 sq. km of which 1542 sq. kms are
forests. The Nicobars are separated from the Andamans by the 10 degree channel, 2 wide
gap of 160 km. This group consists of 24 islands in three distinct clustars. The northem
group consists of Car Nicobar and Batti Malv; the central or the Nancowry group consists
of Tillangchong, Chowra, Teressa, Bompoka, Trinkat, Ksmorts, Katchsl snd Nancowry,
and the southemn group which consists of the two large islands of Little and Great
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