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Andaman and Nicobar Islands
The Andaman and Nicobar Islands of India are the largest archipelago System in the Bay of
Bengal, congisting of 306 islands and 206 rocks and rocky outcrops, and covering a total area
of about 8200 8q. kms. The islands are situated about 1000 kms from mainland and lesg than
10% of their total number inhabited.

The islands of the archipelago lie in a crescent that stretches from Cape Negrais of
Myanmar to the Banda Arc of Sumatra (Indonesia). The Andamans are considered to be the
extensions of the submerged Arakan Yoma mountain range of Myanmar, while the Mentawei
Island to the south snd south-west of Snmstra see presumed to be s southem confinnation of
the Nicobars.

Ia)The Great Andaman oup of islards is made up of North, Middle and South
Andaman Islands, with Baratang Island situated between Middle and South Andsman
Islands. Ritchie’s Archibdago is a group of islands located to the east of Middle
Andaman while the Labyfimh group of islands is situated south west of South Andsman
90% of the total land area of 6408 sq km of the Andaman group is constituted of reserve
forests and protected areqs, Nearly 30% of this land ig designated as tribal reserves in the
name of the four indigenous commumities here, the Gresat Andamanese, the Onge, the
Jarawn and the Sentinelege,

Ib) The Nicobar SIoup is spread over an area of 1841 8q. ki of which 1542 8q. kms are
forests. The Nicobars are separated from the Andamang by the 10 degree channel, a wide
83p of 160 km. Thig Broup consists of 24 islands in thrae distinct clustars. The northern

of 'I‘iﬂ:mgchong, Chowrs, Teresss, Bompoka, Trinkat, Kamorta, Katchsl snd Nancowry,
and the southem group which consists of the two large islandg of Little and Great
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