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The Andaman snd Nicobar Islands of Indie are the iargest archipelago systam in the Bay of

Bengal, consisting of 306 islands and 206 rocke and rocky outerops, and covering a-total ares
~-of about $200 sq. kms. The islands are sitiated about 1000 Rms from mainkind and leas then
- 10% of thieir total nuimber inhabited.

The istends of the archipelago e I & crescent that stretches from Cape Negrais of

© Miyanmar to the Banda-Arc of Sumatra (Indonesia). The Andamans are cousidered to be the
- extensions of the submerged Arakan Yome riountain range of Myznmsr, while the Mentawed
*‘Isknd to the south and south-west of Summ e pmmuned to be 8 semhem connnum of
- e Nicobars. :
- TayThe  Great  An daman grgzp___of mlands is - mads up of North, M‘adtﬂe and South:

‘Andamar: Islands, with Baratang Islend - situsted between Middle mnd South Andsmen

Istands - Ritchie’s - Arcl dago iz 2 proup of islinds located to the esst of Middis
Andaman while the | group of islands is sitmated south west of South Andsmsn.’

'90% of the total land area of 6408 sq km of the Andaman group is conetituted of reserve
forosts and protected arezs. Nearly 30% of thiz land is désignated 28 &ibal noserves in the
name of the four indigenous conmmm&u here, the Gmat Andammesv, the Ongf: the
Jarawsa and the Sentinelese.

© 477 1b) 'The Nicobar g;ommspread ovammofl%i 8g.: kmefw}nch 1542 8q: ‘kms are

-forests, The Hicobars are separated from the Andamans by ‘the 10 degrée chiannel, # wide
~gap of 160 km. This group consists -of 24 islands in three distinct’ clustars. The northern
group consiats of Car Nicobar and Batti Malv; the central or the chom 2roup consints
- of THlangchong, Chowra, Teressa, Botnpoka, Trinkat, Kariorte, Katchsl and Nencowry,

S and the souﬁxem group wiich comzms of the twe Mge islands of I&tﬁse end Great

e ‘Pz-epmd on behalf of Kalpavriksh by Parkaj Sekhsaria

Kalpavriksh is an environmental action group that has worked in the mdamm and chbar Islands for

I+, - overadecade in fields of documentation, research, environmental education and legal action simed
-1 towards the protection of the fragile environmérit and indigenous peoples of the istands.

Panka] Sekhsarie is author of the baok "Troubled Islands « Writings on the mdtgeno:m peoples and
environment of the Andamen & Nicobar Islands. He is pregently, also moderatorofa very dctive electronie
discussion group dedicated to the issues of these islands.
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