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Minutes of the meeting held on 20,12,2008 under the chalrpersonship of Smt. Adarsh
Misra, Principal Adviser (SPITRFIHUDIE&F) to disouss the request from Mr. Matthew Dyas,
BBC about the permission for shooting flime of primitive tribals in Andaman & Nico

lslands (ANI).

The meeting was attendad by Resident Commissioner, Andaman & Nicobar
|slands, raprasentatives from Ministry of Tribel Affalrs, Adviser (TRP) and Deputy Adviser

(BG&SBW) of Planning Commission

During the meeting Mr Dyas mede an audlo visual presentation of ADI tribe In
Arunachal Pradesh. In regard io shooting of flm of Jarawas in ANI he mentioned that the

objective was to show'tng_iu_dignc:f_eg 't[m |Ife-stylm and living of Jarawas.

It ls understood that (he Jarawas are Important because of thelr knowl@)qgg{
forests and the uses of the ra‘s_sgqr_c_es_.whwh can be brought into medical uses through the
knowledge that this tribe has gathered nyer so many thousand ysars. It is to them that we owe
the forests of the islands which stll stand, and some of the original and presumably rare
rasources still survive in these islands. The mast Important Issue of concern for these Jarawa
Tribes has been whether to assimilate them In the development initiatives of the Islands or to
isave them in isolation and & final vlaw on this matter should be based on Inter-disciplinary

research on the subject.

The major contaot wilh the Jarawas Was through Andaman Trunk Road (ATR).
Initially they were hostile to the construction of the road. However, over the years the attitude of
the Jarawas has been changing and they oitan come on the road zlde to watch vehicles and
people. As @ result of this human sonlnel and the foreign food, the Jarawas started getting

and developsd diseases like measlan, akin rmsheés elc, Because of this a writ petition was flled in

The Kolkata High Court in 1998 gaaking direction of the Government to look after the protectlon
and welfare of the Jarawas. The Adminlstration has submitted In its petition 10 the Hon'ble Court

pointing out that ATR Is a lifeline and I required for varlous reasons such as —

a) Maintaining artarial road lInk essentlal v sosin-economic development of the Islands;

b) Impartant for gacurity rea#ons, holh external and internal and also in terms of patura
disasters;

c) Facilitates movemeant of ensential goods;

d) Facllities immediate and aafe svacuntion of serious patients from remote a
Port Blair;

) Road connectivity has halpad students In getting admission In colleges in time; and

f) Ensures mobility of atalf angaged In protection of forests and wildlife for prevention of

poaching, encroachments and llegal felling.

In pursuance of the urder of the Hon'ble High Court, Kolkata dated 9.4.2
sat up an Expert Commitiee o look into the lssue, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
constituted an Expert Committee who vizlled the reserved Jarawa area, met all the Jarawas

and examinad them medlcally. The axperl commitiea observed that Jarawas were

healthy and maintained a healthy race, I'he commlttee of experis submitted its report before
ihe Hon'ble Gourt on 28.07.2003 and a8 per {he Court's direction, the Central Government
ware required (o formulate pollcies, plans and programmes In respect of Jarawas aiter
organizing seminars and open dizcusglons with the different National and International



