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“this Adwministration are - misplaced ~and _pdsed on erroneous

information. .This Administratien {wbuld‘wadviee the Central
Governument O investigate the.sources-oftsuch.miéinformation
on the mainland, who are belxeved Lo have communicated over.
the fnternet to various foreign NGOs. 'The. ostensxble concern
of the latter for the weli being ef'the inﬁigeneous tribals‘of
these islands through an brchestbated‘Campaigh of ada:essing
letters and Fax messages to the Ltn Goverher and.the-Central
Government should be‘probed. For_lts part’ ““nis hd@ministration
is only.encouﬁaging i ~ ceetinued rasiderice of the Jarawas im:
their traditional forest habitats. At the same time we do not
accept the afgument that “the 'Jerawae _should be severely'
confined to the jungle indefinitely and not promote an§
process of gradual lntegratlon at all.p This Administratioﬁ

believes in gradual 1ntegbatlon as opposed to assimilation

_over an indefinite pericd whlch would stretch to several

decodes. Vhatever is done, will be GOne=wmthout ‘reducing the
self-reliance . and 1ndependence ‘of “the Jarawas or abandoning
pheic culLure, which has ttaditionally 1mpa:ted to .them 2

fezling of self= esteem and confldcncefWeven i1f at times they
i

are hostile;_The_Administratlon ¥s agalnst any . scheme on Lhc

lines of thé Onge resettlement, because‘ both the and the

Great - -Andamanese reoettlement 'programmesf whlle: no . doubt,
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preserving these two indigeneous trlbe5u£rom extinction, and
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in fact contributing towards their 1ncrease &n numbers ove
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the last two Lo three deaades, appearrﬁn ‘retrospect, Lo have
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diminished their self-reliance. 1ndependence and selfl-
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