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%13 The overall kharif production i is expected to !
oibe’ “102 7- million tonnes™(about 5 million.
tonnes” less than the ‘target set) as against:
11:102,67 million tonnes last year. Sharp decline
“Sln' pruducuon is likely in pulses, coarse cere+'
“Itls, oilseeds and even cotton dug to inequi- ¥~ 'In the case of EOYﬂbE'm the output is llkely
J74able distribution of rainfall. Groundnut and " to be a million tonnes lower than, 115t year's -
#joyabean cultivation were hit on account,of-
dry spells in parls of Gu)arat and M:\dhya Pla—

Ardesh. -
mf{er;ordg rice produchon. :

i’ However, there is expected to be a record

Orbroduction of kharif rice'at 74.9 million.

“tonnes, about three million tonnes more than -
last year. Rice output makes up for the decline -

%h@rﬁali m lharif

By Our Special Correspondent '

tions for total output;

‘at 12 million tonnes;
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" inother scasonal crops in the ovcnll expccta

J'i‘u;‘\hl DELHI, SEPT. 22. After holding out for a day, %,

", fhe Union Ministry of Agriculture today re-

a5 eased the estimates for kharif crops, whlch
-zlave been hit by-erratic rainfall and inequi- =
i ‘”;able distrlbution ‘of monsoon. The estimates
finalised at the two-day National Confer:
.+ . fDCE for Rabi Campalgn for. 1999 2000 wluch

- ,Wconduded here on Tuesday oG

Secretary, Mr.-Bhaskar Barua, shad, urged the
. State Governments participating in the cam-’
_paign to formulate policies to ma.ke good the'’
" Kharif shortfall in the rabi.crop? & » w4~ "L
*; The total kharif mlseeds output is estimated |

, than.the record producnon Jastiyear of 16.
" million tonnes. Ollseed'producuon in kharif’
. has been hit by dry spell in parts of western ,
India. Groundnut'crop is likely to be seve{ely“ ‘291 million tonnes last yeary. !

" alfected with its productiori likely to fall to 4.57 217 Accordmg to Ministry sources, this mforma-
*million tonnes as pgnn%g 7-million tonnes 115&

-tecord;level of §.9 .mjlljon_tonnes." @ Sl
- The producuon of coarse cereals Llns Jyearls,
T expccted to be 22.3 mpillion tonncs, about'2. 3 ,
A " million lonnes:less’:than’ last ‘year :due " to
shrinkage of area under:cereals. However, in
pulses despite expansion of area under culti-

5.57 million tonnes, about half-a-million low-
er than last year's level due to moisture stress. .

[The Union Agriculture *

about 26 per. cent less’
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France Indla 2000
- exhibition in Dec.~

By Our Special Conespondent
e

.[{NEW DELHI, SEPT. 22..-The~French
ur{Governmem agency for interna-

;;,;\nd trade, CFME ACTIM, is orga-
nising an exhibition here in Ded
‘. cember “to showcase - the lates

f'devclopments in technology anc

JLqulpmcnt from as,many as 16¢
L’ILI ‘rench companies, . !

N

i The . expo, cnvmom.d by lh
}.rcnch President, Mr. Jacqu
(hl: 1, during his visit here laft
yL.u would cover a wide range ¢l
sectors, from energy and telecon|-

‘to  environmen,

. aeronautics, space, transport an

snt A~ 400-strong delegation “qf
French businessmen would alsp
~Dbe present during the exhibitior
i tiled -France-India 2000, to lo
lll'cr opportunities for tie-ups wit
ndian partners. The expo is beir|g
‘,hcld at Pragati Maidan [rom Di:
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By Kalpana Sharma

.MUMBAI, SEPT. 22. Thirly ml.mbcwr
of the virtually extinct'Jarawa.;
tribe in the Andaman and Nico';
bar Islands — who number.only! |
300 in all — have been admittedi
to the GB Pant Hospital at Port:,
Blalr  with .measles. Although’
their condition is reported Lo be. |
riable,  environmenta)  proups
point out that thls s the Inevl
table consequence. of ' policies.
' that have allowed non-tribals ac
‘cess Lo areas whcre lhe ]arawa
live.

sued by The Society for Andaman®
and Nicobar Ecology (SANE) and:
the Pune-based environmental’
group, Kalp'wrlksh thisbout of
disease is a consequence of the;

“inadvertant contact with out-
‘siders who have settled all along

According to a prcss release ls‘i

" Toor (.lha,l, llowcver, is cxpcctcd to mamlam
2 las: yehrs oulput of 2.7 million tonpes. :

- Cotton producuon this ycax Is expected to
be 12.5 million bales against 12.8 million bales
produced lastyear. ‘Production of jute and
mesta is also expected to be marginally lower -
¢1 at 9.4 million bales, as compared to 9.8 mllhon
baLes produced last year.,

it

: Sugarcane production is. cxpccmd (8] bc
i promising at 305 million tonnes, as “against

. lion is subject to revision when results of the
r(,u.nl heavy rainfall in parts of Norih [ndia
are known, The second crop assessment will
{ be made in January 2000, with more precise
information on kharif and preliminary data on
q rabi. The third update will coincide with the
“Natiohal Conference on Kharif Campaign in
¢ mid-April, while the fourth assessment would
be dore-at the time of National Warkshop on
" Improvement of Agriculture Statistics in carly
vation this year, the productivity is likely to be *'*June as rabi crops are harvested by may-end.
... The final estimates are prnp'lred duxmb Ocl()
 ber-November..... .+

| the Andaman Trunk Ro:id which’

1} was built all along the Jarawa re-

HBcnvc JFhero have been several |

recent reports of the *Jarawas

i coming out of their reserve, os-

tensibly to obtain food and other:
*items that the mluunmmlmly
¥ ami the settlers offer to them.!,

R

5 |nu<l ancient in Indin. They live
I Kodnmntalp® (Mlddio

4 However, recently the Andamans

' the Jarawa tribe is one of the

Andn-s )
»man).“They have remained. re-
: mote” [rom..the outside - world.:

lﬂdminmlntwn has: tried: to es-

tablish contact with them. It has" "‘_d.uccd from a population of 5,0(

i also permitted the development- i, tre last century, to less than:

+ of the Trunk Road neur the, ]ara* 1

wa Reserve.

Anticipating such prohlcms,

SI\NLImd filed an intervention in
ia writ petition which asked for
i the “rchabilitation” of the Jara-

was. ,Thc organisation arguc

that such a step would expose th
Jarawag:- to disease and olhe
problems. Kalpavriksh and th

- Indian Centre [pr Human Right

Thesc, organisalions

and Law had supported SANI
had -als
asked for the ‘Andaman Trun
Road to be closed or re-aligne

+so that it did not touch the Jar:

wa, terrltory.,
In the past, contact \\llll ou

siders ‘has affected many otht
- tribes”

in the Andamans. Tl
Great Andamanese, for instanc
according to SANL, "were r

now, by a combination of disc

. se,massacre by colonial powes
: and shrinkage of teir habitat |

' settlements.”

* Environment
groups fear that the Jarawa tri

* could meet the same fate.
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|\ By P. Sunderarajan
New DELHI, SEPT, 22.°

Richard R. Ernst,

I'he Nobel laurcate,
has come out strongly
iagainst calls to ban rescarch in the area of
i biotechnology saying it would be criminal to

in biotechnelogy

white and said that what was needed was a
repulatory mechanism that was both stringent
and flexible — stringent enoupgh to prevent
any misuse of the technology, and adequately
flexible to ensure that the developments iu the
nee was not unduly fettered.

Dr.

arca of sci

d for regulatory mechanismm

1]

organised under the auspices of the Inter
tional Union of Pure snd Applicd Biophys
also emphasised the need for contige
plans to take care of ainy accidental proble
"[holcnlmulugy is more unpredictable u
carthquakes,”

he added.



