It may be mcnt'i’_oned. that nearly, 647.50 Sq.Kimns. of
reserve forest stan:!s declared as Tribal Reserves on the western
side of the Middle Andaman Island and South Andaman Island.
Keeping in view 4l:e estimated population of Jarawas i.e. 300 to

1500, the present é<tent of reserve area appears to be adequate.

Further, more this area has got vast sea-coast as well and the
Jarawas have an acc >ss 1o the marine food resources.

Administration has already started the program of
enrichment of the existing tribal reserve area by stientific
methods, which micludes raising of the dispersed plantation of
local varieties of ihe fruit bearing trees in the available open

. spaces in the reserve areas, sea ranching and sea creek ranching.
_These programs w:ll further augment the food resource for the-
 Jarawas. | B N ;
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The adminds iration is enforcing strict vigilance against the .

pmuluug in the tribal reserve areas. With all this, there wouId_.-
. not bc my shortag.: of food for the Jarawas. -

Thc raffic on the Andaman Trunk Road is strictly
regulated by the A Iministration with a view to avoid disturbance

_to the Jarawas. _Further, all measures are taken to pieveul
.,_.poswblc entry. ofa: iy encroachers into the tribal reserves through
- the Ancaman Trur:c Road. Moreover it is through tliis Andiman

:;.TﬂllLk Road .enly land communication to other Islands ‘and

settlerments af the general public is possible. So the closing of

the Andaman Tru:k Road would amount to dislocation “of the

entire population of setlement. As such closure of ATR al Hna
stage appears to b« not needed. :
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‘The Admitdstration is fully awdre of the gulitlial

"'fvu!mmbthty of 1! s Jarawas. We arc not going 10 lmpo“L mtr
‘ '-'own values and systems on the Jarawas. :

Thu Adimisistration is not organizing any Contact

.. Expeditions to the Sentinelese of North Sentinel Island. We
' n,spcct *hc deterne um:on of the Sentin

clese to remain isolated.




