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Subject: Special Central Assistance{SCA), to Speciai Component
Plan{SCP) for Scheduled Castes( Cs) — Modifications in the
Criteria for release of SCA to States/UTs, utilisation efc.

As you are aware, Special Central Assistance is provided to Slate
Governments/UT Administreiions as an additive to their Special Component Plan
for Scheduled Castes. (ts main objective is to give a thrust fo the gevelopment
programmes fo¢ Scheduled Castes with reference 10 their cccupational pattem
and the need for increasing the productivity of and income from their limited
resources. [t will help in bringing about occupational diversification in the lebour
surplus economy. SCA is expecied to give thrust to famity ariented schemes of

.econbmic development of SCs below the poverty line, by providing resources for

filling the critical gaps and for providing missing vital inputs so that the schemes
can be more mesningful. Since the schemas/programmes for SCs may be
depending upon the local occupational pattern and the economic adlivities
available, the States/UTs have been given full flexibility in utilising SCA with the
only condition that it shouid be ufilised in conjunction with SCP and other

cesources available from ofher sources like various Corporations, financial

institutions ete.

2 An ifiustrative list of areas under various seclors of development whers

SCA could be utifised has already been circulated vide this Ministry's d.o. laiter
No.19020/35/93-SCD-V1 dated 2g™ July, 1993 (copy enclosed as Annexure ).
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