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language will also be ready very soon. In thetnew administrative structure a llng?ulst who is
fcommitted to the work of tribal welfare is to be posted. He will also help provide us the tribal's
point ol view towards the need and nnpluncnl.ll,mn ol various development / wellare programme.
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The Shompen :- i

i

The Shompens who are of Mangloid, stock live in scattered habitats in the forests of Great
Nicobar Island. They are ba,_mcally a hunting, gathering and fishing tribe who do a bit of
horticulture and rearing of pigs also.
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Unlike the Great Andamanese and the 0pg'es, they have not been settled by the AATVS in
one place. However, a Shompen Hut Complex has been built in 1984 at a distance of about 27
Km on the East-West road from Campbell Bay ’where the Shompens occasionally show up. This
Complex consists of an Ashram School, 2 mode% Shompen Hut, a medical sub-centre, quarters for
the staff and a small garden of banana and lemon. A medical officer, 2 social worker, a Plantation-
in-charge, a teacher, a cook, a ward dttendant, trellckjng éssistants, a driver, etc. have been posted
to coordinate the various activities. As pér latest information, there are about 161 Shompens
living in 8 camps scattered all 6ver the Great Nicobar Island. Considering the present state of
Shompens it is felt that they have still not reached the stage, where they can be motivated to
take up any sustainable economic activity., However, lhey are aware of barter trade.
Occasionally they show up at the Shompen Hut, Complex with the forest produce like honey,
resin, etc in exchange of which the AAJVS employees provide them with some essential articles
of daily use like rice, dal etc. at subsidised rates.

But due to difficult terrain, and the scattered groups of Shompens into the interior forest it
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has not been possible to extend sufficient and timely medical coverage to all the groups. Also the
unscrupulous activities by the outsiders to exploit the natural resources has not been fully
checked.

Under the new administrative structure field establishments will have to be set up at two
more places viz. (i) Kopen heat and (i) Lawful Bay with the posting of an Anthropologist and a
Linguist apart from other staff.



