forest rights under Section 3(1) in accordance With—L—

the provisions of the FRA, regardless of whether ’
such forest rights might be contrary to other laws,
which includes statutory law as well as judicial
precedent, if any.

~ Further, Section 4(7) of the Act provides that the
forest rights under the said Act shall be conferred
free of all encumbrances and procedural
requirements, including clearance under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, requirement of paying the
‘net present value' and ‘compensatory afforestation’
for diversion of forest land, except those specified in
the said Act. The plain meaning of this provision is |
that recognition and vesting of all forest rights, tlA
including the settlement and conversion of forest
villages and other such villages into revenue villages
under Section 3(1)(h), has been exempted from the
requirements of Section 2 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980{:55 well as the requirement
of compensatory afforestation as well as payment of |

_ net present value.

> After operationalization of the Forest Rights Act,
2006 with effect from 31.12.2007, the interim order
dated 13.11.2000 of the Apex Court in .A.No.2 in
WP No.337/1885, which was passed in ihe context
of the widespread violation of the provisions of the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 would, therefore, be
guided by the provisions of Section 3(1)(h) of the
FRA, 2006 and that the forest right relating to
conversion of forest villages and other such villages

into revenue villages under this Section has also o

be vested and recognised as per the laid down




