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the Little Andaman Islands has been declared as Tribal Reserve under
A&N (PAT), Regulation 1956.

Both the Andamanese and the Onges have been provided with
permanent houses at their settlement areas. The Andaman Aadim
' Janjati Vikas Samity (AAJVS) takes care of their requirements through
involvement of various line departments. Potable water supplies,
electrification of their settlements, free medical care, free schooling
and other amenities like police wireless for communication,
Community Hall, footpath, jetty for berthing of the boats etc. are being
provided.

Shompens: The Shompens live in different bands in thick tropical
forests and in coasts of the Great Nicobar Island,  and number
approximately 238. The ANI Administration has notified the Policy for
Shompens of Great Nicobar Island on 22.05.2015 prepared in
consultation with subject experts and the Expert Committee of
Ministry of the Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India. An area of 853.19 Sgkm of
Great Nicobar Island has been declared as Tribal Reserve A&N (PAT),
Regulation 1956.

Sentinelese: This hunter-gatherer tribe numbering approximately 50,
lives in North Sentinelese Island having geographic area of 59.67 Sq
Km.

Jarawas: The protection and welfare measures are extended to the
Jarawas as per the Jarawa Policy framed in the year 2004. The extent
of Jarawa reserved area is 1028 SqKm, meant exclusively for them.
The Administration, through AAJVS, extends health and other
calibrated amenities preferably in-situ. Due to the constant efforts,
today the population has reached upto 505, which had once
plummeted to around 200.

The lands inhabited by the aboriginal tribes have since been
declared as “reserved area’ under the provisions made in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes)
Regulation, 1956 where the tribal communities enjoy unfettered right
of meeting their day-to-day requirement for their sustenance and
transfer, acquisition etc. of land in Tribal Reserved areas are strictly
prohibited. As per the amendment brought out in the said Regulation
in the year 2012 and 2013 further provides for declaration of Buffer
Zone where any commercial/tourism activity is strictly prohibited and
the Regulation provides for imposition of penalty has been made for
any attempt of exploitation like photo/videography, introduction of
intoxicants and poaching etc as well as unauthorised entry into the
tribal reserved areas.

The aboriginal tribes declared as Scheduled Tribes in these
islands inhabit tribal reserves which have been notified under the A&
N Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation 1956, where the
entry as well as acquisition of any interest in land etc. by any person
other than the members of the aboriginal tribes is prohibited. Thus
the interest of the scheduled tribes in A&N Islands has been fully
protected by this Regulation of 1956.
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