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Non-Tinthic r Forest 'roducts: Future Scenario

BACKGROUNDER

NTEP bLased forest management provides a mechanism [or creating inceatives lor the
[orest conservation itsells the argwuent hzre is that the cural community will be less
inclined to destroy the resource base il (hey are able o derve more benefits from
lorest conservation. The term Non Timber Forest Products (NTEPS) appears to have
been coined, for the first time, by De beer and Macdermott (1989). Until about 2,

decade and hall and word ‘Minor Focest Praducts were parecived providing only an
“forest lringe dwellers. State

[‘orest

insignificant poction of the houschold mcome of

Depactments (SFDs) olten considered theny of
primarily on account of their insignificant revenue contribution as compared (o timber

[n 1990s when the adverseimpacts of timber logging became a subject of itense
debate NTFPs became an alternat cource of income (o foresi dwellers. This
category of products acquired further prominence on account of growing preferences
for use of natural products for health care, nutriticn, cosmetics, arome, pesticides etc.
There has been an increasing realization that NTEFP managemeni represents a

MinorT  economie-signifieance

sustainable form of forest management, which is ecologically less damaging than

manaaemP nt of the forests for timber logging

Non Timber Forest Products and Pm'crty Alleviation

Forestry is being redefined, with a growing emphasis on poverty, alleviation and
livelihoods imiprovements particularly since late 1970. The Millennium Development

Goal’s (MIDGs) have focused attention on poverty alleviation. Fortunatefy, forestry of .

late received due recognition that it has component of poverty reduction through
providing{ immediate goods and services for consumpt'0n, cash income and serves as



