3. Claims through marriage:

The guiding principle is tha; no person who was
not a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Lribe by birth
will be deemed 0 by a member of a Scheduled Caste
o a Scheduled Tribe merely bocause he or she. had
married a person belonging to a Scheduled Caste or
a Scheduled. Tribe, - _ :

Similagly a person who is 2 member of a Scheduled
Caste or a Scheduled Tribe would continue t0 be a
member. of thar Scheduled: Caste or Scheduled Tribe
as the case may be, even after his or her marriage
with a person who. does not belong - to a Scheduled
Caste or a Scheduled Tribe,

4. Cuases of conversion. and: reconversion:

(i) Where a Scheduled: Caste person gets cum-
verted to-a. religion other than Hinduism or
Sikhism and” then reconverts himself - back
to Hinduism or Sikhism, he will be deemed
0. have: revelted 1o his. original Scheduled
Caste, if he is. a accepted by the members of
that particular caste as one among them.

(i) In the:case of a.dsscendant: of a Scheduled

Caste convert - the’ mere. fact. of conversion

w0 Hinduism' or Sikhism’ will not be suffi-

cient 10 entitle him to be regarded as a

member of the . Scheduled . Caste to™which

_ hig forefathers belonged. It will have to be

cstablished thar such’ a convert has been
accepted: by: the members' of the. caste clai-
med as'ong among themselves and has thus
become a member of that caste.

5. Cases of ad_opﬁon:

Great care has to be . exercised” in- dealing  with
cases where a. person cluimg 10 be Scheduled Caste
on the ground that he has been adopted by a Schedu-
led Caste person, The validity of the adoption has to
be clearly established before any caste certificate can
be given. It is for the party to prove his claim by
cogent and reliable. evidence.’

(i} The requirements of- valid: adoption are
given in sections 6 to 11 of the Hindy Adop-
tons- and: Maintenance Act, 1956 (relevant
xtracts of which are attached). The actual
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(i)

(iii)

E

giving and faking of the child in adoption is
a manc_iarory requirement and thereatier the
adopted child ig deemed to be tize child of
his or her adoptive father or mother for all
purposes and the child severs ail ties with
the family of his or her birth. Ordinarily,
no child who has attained the age of 15
vears or who is married can be given in
adoption unless there is a custom or usage
applicable to the parties,

In deciding whether an adoption is vaiid,
the certificate jssuing authority should satis-
fy himself that all the requirements of Law
have been complied. with, He should also
take into account the behaviour of the child
after adoption whether he physically lives
with and is supported by his adoptive parents
and receives no. financial help from his ori-
ginal parents. In case these conditions are
not satified, the certificate should be refus-
ed,

Where the case relates to an adoption of

a married person or of a person of the age

of 135 years and above the cerilicate shat

be required to be given by the Distt. Magis-

trale who shall, atter making due enquuies

as 1o the validity of the adoption and ag to

whether such adoption. .ig permiited by a

custom or usage applicable to the parties,

make an endorsement to that cfiect on the

certificate, Such custom or usage sheuld

have been continuously and uniformally

observed for a long time and obtained: thy
force of law among the Hindus of that -
particular. area,- or that community, group

or family provided that the custom or usage

is certain and not unreasonable or apposed to

public policy and in the case of custom or

usage in respect of a particular family, that
the custom or usage has not been disc-
ontinued, In addition it should be verified
that all other conditions. for a valid adop-
tion, including the physical fransfer of the
adopted, person to the family of the adop-
tive parents and that he has severed all ties
with the original parents are fulfilled,



