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Je The Committee members paid a visit to Andaman
islands between Hovember 10 and 13, 1981, during the
gourse of which they inspected the Andomean zm& Irunk

foad from Port Blair upto & point ahead of 87 im., beyond
whieh it was not possible to 40 on account of abeence of
any trageable road. The Comnisthe members were desirous
of making eontactis with the Jarawa tribe and for this
purpose they undertook visit to the south-westemn

conet of of the Middle Islauda, but, unfortunately, weisxg
oﬂns to rain and cloudy weather no contact was poesinle.
The Qommittee had the bvemefit of discussions on 12 Hovember,
1981, with the two concillers of the A ndaman snd Nicobar
Iglands , Administrations, dhri H.S5.Chawala and wWilliam
Cyril and the following efficers: :

ie ghri S.L.Sharma, Chief Commisslioner,

ii. shri Lakshmen Hew, Jecrstary, Finance, Tridal
" levelopment and Irenspert)

(ii4.  Sbri X S.ial, /rincipsl Zngineer, x F¥bD,

iv. giri Zama, Chief “onsdrvator fof Forests,

(ve  Suri FLR, Siema, Inspector Gemersl of rolice,

{vi. ghri Virendra Singh, levelopment Commissioner,.

4 uring the visit, 10 to 13 November, 1901, sx the
Committee could find time barely to attend to the question
of An nman & Trunk Read. The legistics for the Ureat-
Nicobar island being more difficult on agcount of the
distance involved snd facilities available and the time

at the disposal being limited, for the sent the Committee
. though %% it fit to confine itwelf to the first term of ]
reference to the Committeez i.e. the Andwman Trunk

Road, The Committee mémbers hope soon to visit the Oreat
Nicobar Island where the Frojeet Yatrik and the Shompam

are located snd submit nother repert subsequently.

Se The Committee feels strongly that as per the
Constitution =dopted by the peo of Indie, the nation
has = responsibility towards all people belonging to the
jority as well as minority groups. Hovever, there are
ome lx{nnly small ethnic groups who stand today
perilously at the cross-rosds of their existence, Steps
taken todny will determine whether such groups will surviwve
or £ be extinet in the course of the next few decades,
The question is of relewmmee to the sc-called "Primitive"
groups of And man and Nicobar lIslands, the Great
Andamanese numbering 26, the Onge numbering
the Jarawa estimated to be arc nd 250, the gentinelese
eztinated to be asmx around 100 snd the Shompen numbering
gbout 100, It is worthwhile recalling that the negrite
inhabitents of the And: mun zmi Islands, referred to as .
Andamanese, comprised origimally of 10 tribesy each with - .
specific territorial habitation and have Leen reduced toa
single sroup. Getimated around 4, 00C in 1§58, the Great
- Andamenese were 625 in 1901 and are nov reduced to 26.
Similarly, the Onge numbered 672 im 1991 while teoday
this csn claim only & 96 members. The Jarawas seemed
tc have declined from 468 in 1301 to the present estimated
number of 250, The Commit eem is nlarmed at the prospect
of a totzl fadeegut of the Ordat Andamanese in the near
future and the Onge in the not too distent mmEtsk fu .
0f late, the lslands, Adminietration has taken in han -
certain measur-s for these two groups and, yet, the negative
numberical trend continues, Though we are not strictly
concerned with thess twe groupse, we cannot help making the
suggestion that this matter needs urgent deep scrutiny.
They also provide a !rrazocuw for thking appropriate
meesures for survival and development of the Jarawas.
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