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Summary record of discussions held on-4th Fehruary,

1984 in the Ministry of Home Affiirs on natters

connected with construction of 87-110 ks, stretch

of Andamen Trunk Road ang agsoeiation of Anthropo-

logical Survey of India with the study of Jarawas.
" A5 30 '

The list of participsnts is at Annesure.

Ba. . Shri S. Warcyaiuswemy, Additional Secretary introduced the
Suhject which was further elanortsd hy Shri P. Tripibhy, Joint Sedre-
tary (Trinal Developuent) and Shri R, V. Pillai, Joint Secret.wy (U.T. )
It was noted that the Jurawa 4ring sbill continues to he isolatsd fror.
developmentul ccbivities and the contacts with them and the Administrao~
tion have ween far too less, sccording to A & W Island Administration
5 contucts wers made in 198081, 3. in 1981-82 and 6 in 1982-83. :
Recently, however, in Jenu 5y, 1984 a group of anout 60 Jarawas met
the memhers of the Advisory Gommittee on Primitive Trihes for A&N
Islinds when o representotive of the Minisiry of Home Affairs (Shri
D.N. Tewari, Director) was also present. The precise populeation of
Jarawa trice is stdll not kmown for no Jensus enumeration was ever
done. The estimited population now is 250, Tt is githered that their
numher has “ecn reducing. Th wes felt that urgent attention for their
health-care ~nd medic.d ficilitics on o Tegular and sustiined mmner,
ap:rt from ensuring ~dequate food sup 1y, cssuned paramount importance,

2, St. Kapila Vatsayayan, Additional Secrutary, Ministry of
Educ:tion .md Culturs expressed the visw thot o1l ogb offorts must e
made to eonsurve the so crlled diminishing species. Tt will we a pity
to allow them to e extinct. Apirt fron Jurawas, Andamemese, Sentine-
lese, ete. ghe Jdso referred in this cormection to the plight of
Cholancickens, the c.wve-dwellers of Ksrala, She felt thut ths coneern
of Anthrop-ldgical Survey of Indin (4.S.T.) to eonserve such dixminishing
trines doos not 'md should not comdiradict with the developmental -
approach for such trives. | The opening up of the areas might increass
contacts with the outeiders -nd unless the Jarawa trire are prep red
to mwot the new situibion their ocological hal:nce will we disturhed
which uight «Ffact dversely their food wase. Noradly, a wuffer
gons 1o awsorn the 111 effocts of such contacts on. the trihe could he
thought of, The A4.S.TI. had definitely o positive role to play .in
censerving/expanding  the -declining trites and help reach the develop=~
ment 1 wenofits. This role was to he corried out 'in censoninee with
the climged sitn tioms where developremtal appro-ch for the group had
to “e undorstood. Wrae, ¥ atsuyayan felt that. a1l possithle sbeps towurds
socialie tion of the Jurawns should “e tiken. She ¢ elt that where
lmngusge is o wurrder, dameing with a group could e one of the .
progess:s of socinlisstion.. She expressed the hope that she night

e uhle to visib the Islmds to study it close quartsrs rore ahoub the
protlems :nd suggest further Meusures to mnke inerensed friendly con-
tects with the T w8, to which the It Gove'mor responded with
welcome, e : q oA :

8 Siri "LL. Kapani, It. Governor of 4 & N. Islands
oxplainad dn det 1 the efforts =uds *y the U.T. adninistration in .
Iuere.~ing cordwebn with the Jeraw: trite. He narrted in detail his

ceees/=



