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(4) Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Sub-Divisional Level Committee may
prefer a petition to the District Level Committee within sixty days from the date of decision
ofthe Sub-Divisional Level Committee and the District Level Cominittee shall consider and
dispose of such petition:

Provided that no petition shall be preferred directly before the District Level Committee
against the resolution of the Gram Sabha unless the same has been preferred before and
considered by the Sub-Divisional Level Committee:

Provided further that no such petition shall be disposed of against the aggrieved
person, unless he has been given a reasonable opportunity to present his case.

‘(5) The State Government shall constitute a District Level Committee to consider
and finally approve the record of forest rights prepared by the Sub-Divisional Level
Committee. .

(6) The decision of the District Level Committee on the record of forest rights shall
be final and binding.

(7) The State Government shall constitute a State Level Monitoring Committee to
monitor the process of recognition and vesting of forest rights and to submit to the nodal
agency such returns and reports as may be called for by that agency.

(8) The Sub-Divisional Level Committee, the District Level Committee and the State
Level Monitoring Committee shall consist of officers of the departments of Revenue,
Forest and Tribal Affairs of the State Government and three members of the Panchayati
Raj Institutions at the appropriate level, appointed by the respective Panchayati Raj
Institutions, of whom two shall be the Scheduled Tribe members and at least one shall be
a woman, as may be prescribed.

(9) The composition and functions of the Sub-Divisional Level Committee, the

' District Level Committee and the State Level Monitoring Committee and the procedure

to be followed by them in the 'discharge of their functions shall be such as may be
prescribed.

CHAPTERV
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

7. Where any authority or Committee or officer or member of such authority or
Committee contravenes any provision of this Act or any rule made thereunder concerning
recognition of forest rights, it, ‘'or they, shall be deemed to be guilty of an offence under
this Act and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished with fine which may
extend to one thousand rupees:

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any member of the
authority or Committee or head of the department or any person referred to in this section
liable to any punishment if he proves {hat the offence was committed without his knowledge
or that he had exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such offerice.

8. No court shall take cognizance of any offence under section 7 unless any forest
dwelling Scheduled Tribe in case of a dispute relating to a resolution of a Gram Szbha or
the Gram Sabha through a resolution against any higher authority gives a notice of not less
than sixty days to the State Level Monitoring Committee and the State Level Monitoring
Committee has not proceeded against such authority.

CHAPTER VI
MISCELLANEOUS

9. Every member of the authorities referted to in Chapter IV and every other officer
exercising any of the powers conferred by or under this Act shall be deemed to be a public

45 of 1860. servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code.
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