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(6) Where the forest rights recognised and vested by sub-section (1) are in respect of
land mentioned in clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 3 such land shall be under the
occupation of an individual or family or community on the date of commencement of this
Act and shall be restricted to the area under actual occupation and shall in no case exceed
an area of four hectares.

(7) The forest rights shall be conferred free of all encumbrances and procedural
requirements, including clearance under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, requirement
of paying the 'net present value' and 'compensatory afforestation' for diversion of forest
land, except those specified in this Act.

(8) The forest rights recognised and vested under this Act shall include the right of
land to forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers who can
establish that they were displaced from their dwelling and cultivation without land
compensation due to State development interventions, and where the land has not been
used for the purpose for which it was acquired within five years of the said acquisition.

5. The holders of any forest right, Gram Sabha and village level institutions in areas
where there are holders of any forest right under this Act are empowered to—

(a) pr.otect the wild life, forest and biodiversity;

(b) ensure that adjoining catchments area, water sources and other ecological
sensitive areas are adequately protected;

(c) ensure that the habitat of forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers is preserved from any form of destructive practices
affecting their cultural and natural heritage;

(d) ensure that the decisions taken in the Gram Sabha to regulate access to
community forest resources and stop any activity which adversely affects the wild
animals, forest and the biodiversity are complied with.

CHAPTERIV
AUTHORITIES AND PROCEDURE FOR VESTING OF FOREST RIGHTS

6. (1) The Gram Sabha shall be the authority to initiate the process for determining
the nature and extent of individual or community forest rights or both that may be given to
the forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers within the local
limits of its jurisdiction under this Act by receiving claims, consolidating and verifying
them and preparing a map delineating the area of each recommended claim in such manner
as may be prescribed for exercise of such rights and the Gram Sabha shall, then, pass a
resolution to that effect and thereafter forward a copy of the same to the Sub-Divisional
Level Committee,

(2) Any person aggrieved by the resolution of the Gram Sabha may prefer a petitioﬁ to
the Sub-Divisional Level Committee constituted under sub-section (3) and the Sub-Divisional
Level Committee shall consider and dispose of such petition:

Provided that every such petition shall be preférred within sixty days from the date of
passing of the resolution by the Gram Sabha:

Provided further that no such petition shall be disposed of against the aggrieved
person, unless he has been given a reasonable opportunity to present his case.

(3) The State Government shall constitute a Sub-Divisional Level Committee to
examine the resolution passed by the Gram Sabha and prepare the record of forest rights
and forward it through the Sub-Divisional Officer to the District Level Committee for a
final decision.
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