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« from tha spirituadl hiuadar 14 or hrotosy A, LaLes thel o5t

- unhappy wid particul.xely Tgaloes Bl & 1o woleh apesurs to Lo
wall-fed und cared 1or. It A2 FIRE L Lalguods for Lids

child to aptar tiglr hadd as thoy aby +o raugsa it to.ba possse-
gsed. If ever tals happgsns e eail ardy be driven out by a
halszt. onould tha.re be a suspoctad cade of possession, or
should a child ba attackaed with con Lsians, all the children in
tne vicinity are glvec old cloths £ wear’ and thair halr is left
anoiled wnd untldy, cnildran remain. g at houe being ilonounse.
soaetines, when driving out & ghurzl tne bbalak beats himself on
ithe back with a gp.ate . Thnis is 'an iraon ring about three lnches
n dlamster, from winlch are hung two cnuins an ths ands of which
are tnirty-six places of sharpend: iron pholge. The whole welghs
Lo wnd a hulf sgers. iore often thun not tho back ol the hialat
g not cut.  ie also cuts his tongue and spitting 14Hg bload into
sooa liguory drings tns lot.

incest.=—fention has been slrsudy @ude of tis severlily

ith which incest is troated by tha Bhantus. Tha commissicn of
incest involves pap. Should any meabar of a particular £ Zot be
ound zuilty of incest in nis own Z9t, Lhse wholae' got 1s debarred
intaercourse with ths rast of the clan until the parties havo been
rastorad. In additica to a fine tha culpriss undergzo a purlfica-
tion ceremony. Purt of the finae is used in buying matorluls for
5 [east, whici us a rule no adults but cuhildron alona uttend. “he
“culprits are kept apart frod oLlicr mewbers of the triba in the
“ehurge of ong of tha Panchayut und nust rast for twaelve iours.
mha next morning tha man and wodan batho and the Panch give then
40 phaces of khuddule Tha Qan woeurs ong as i dhotl und the
toesop, Lhe other in gard fushlon. In froat of the assenbled tribe,
 padz walk thrae tinas around a fira of kundi, two nen (usually
the Mahas L.5) throwlng the saae burning kundis at theu. fhase
Aovavar cause no serious damags. Wine und the blood of elther a
Biz00t or a plg is also sprinkled over thed. The huir of tha
gaen and the moustache of the man togethor with the eyebrows arg
Fahaved off wund hung up in the village as a warning to othars.

& Relizion.--The Shantu religion is a form of sniniso
sinter-nixod witn ancestor worshipe. In a sense thay are Davi
$¥orshippers and many of tnen consider themselves low-caste tindus,
ut they nelther visit Hindu taewplus nor use prahuins in anj’
8renony. -

: ; 'Tna',_t‘}huntus belleve thut aftsr dsatn %no spirits of ths
‘departed . meet aguin as dnantu coumunitles in the spirit world.
and that tha splrit can only enter such serunitios after the

Bet

et escribpd nunber of fauasts have bueu ,.ven to the tribe by the
a2y & Llving pgobers-of the funily, Untlil tha waols of thase feasts
o i§* flave baen given, Lho soirlt is sald to be bhandhg and is regurd-
i) d.ug ‘an outcast in the spirit world.  Poor familias ofton

l6glect to providue or alsa delay the provislon of thase fousts,
the 3pirit chafus ot the dglay und worrios the funily by
g soue mesber to full alc«.

dhen any ueabor ol tho cribo digs in peculiar clreun-
ites such us -in jail and the body is burnt by strangrs, 4as
as 15 possible un efrigy ls uudo of tho Jdocausod by his

i TiEfn-they procuod Lo Lury pr burn with ult tho culu-
Tes OF doubii. i biod of epldonlcs 1t 13 otlen
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