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t practiced 1n A&N Islands, no castes

« Untouchability is no
this territory and inter-caste

has been scheduled n relation to
marriages are cominon among the local people.

with regard 1o thelr cducaiio-nal and  economic
backwardness, it 18 stated that they are being provided various
facilities like free education to their children up to class X1l seats

for higher education/ professional CcOUrses in the mainland,

scholarship, preference in employment 10 services under the A &

N Administration. Besides they have been identified as OBC by
the A&N Commission for OBCs as per its Report submitted to
this Administration. Once the report is accepted and they are
notified as OBC, they will be provided reservation of jobs 1n

services. .

With regard to ethnographic details of the Bengali refugees,
it is stated that in cas¢ the Administration is not in favour of
granting SC status to the Bengalee refugees, their ethnographic
details need not be furnished. Moreover, their ethnographic details
are not available readily, so a survey is to be carried out to collect

. the same.

If approved, we may send our views 10 Assistant Secretary (
Home) in the above lines. A draft reply is put up for approval

please.
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