The Secretary General

National Human Rights Commission
Sardar Patel Bhawan

Sansad Marg

New Delhi

Sub: Prayer seeking granting of status of Scheduled Tribes (ST) to Ranchi
and Karen communities and Scheduled Caste (SC) to Bengali, Tamil,
and Telegu communities.

Most Respected Sir,

We beg to state that 22 delegates have come from Andaman lslands to
present our demands with justification for your kind consideration:

a). Granting of Scheduled Tribes Status to locally named ‘Ranchi’ community
(Uroan, Munda, Kharia, etc.) from Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh States (formerly Bihar

province) and Madhya Pradesh settled permanently since before independence
in Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

(1) During pre-independence and post-independence period, people
under the ST category of Munda, Uraon, Kharia, etc. were brought to Andaman &
Nicobar Islands from formerly Bihar province (presently Jharkhand, Chattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh for creation of infrastructure and to settle the East Bengal
Refugees, Tamil, Keralites and other communities in A&N Islands.

(i) This community locally called as Ranchi community undertake all
development works, such as, construction of roads, clearance of jungle, for
settlement of refugees under the Government's Colonization Scheme. In this
process they faced many hazards and many of them untimely succumbed to

snake bites, mosquito bites and primitive Jarwah and elephant attacks, and
absolute dearth of medical care.



