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b MATERLAL CULTURE_AND BELIEE SYSTEM OF KABENS
F b ST THEIR AN DL A HRRFCTER O OTHERBISE.

J? A house-hold survey of the Karens
in Andamans was carried out to ascertaln their

;« y . socio-economic conditipn including,, the ethno- "

e
—

graphic teachers of the community ., -Further, :
,&i ‘ “their belief system was also recorded. during ":_f
. the survey.  The R&. analysis of, the data & _JHL”'

R
o smrtn i

collected 1is discussed'below.

84 95% houses are ' puilt @n ctilts, * ! E
while 15 03% of houses are ‘BlitlE ons the grounde i
So Karens predominently follow their traditional 1
" custom of building.the houées on the, stilts.- i
. The small minority of the Karens appears to have
adopted the custom of puilding the houses on the A
ground from, the other uqmmunitiesnv' ke e ‘
Bu i 4 e i.p3% bf ‘Karen houses have: wooden: i
' wjplanks as floorlng'(18 04%! of houses have hea; ‘i
"the flooT made! i pFe'sticks, 11 g6% ofr the houses '
have the mud floOT, G 72% of the houses have ‘mat
‘ flooring, ani(ogixﬂévé?% of “the' houses ‘have' thel l
.., cement flooring.‘lFew houses have 'the ‘floors’ e
built of sticks as well Yo mat and remaining few

house s have ‘the ‘floor madeof planks and . sticks
combined.’ N T R R d b i Bl
R “p JET TS i o Fhyetid Ul e ¢ o s o
AR TR 81%, of the Karen hOUSes have ihgif‘
.+ ¢ walls,builk, of,, mat,‘29 79%\houses have wallsléff‘ |
.., t- wooden planks, and 6,93k . of | the houses have tRe "
oy - mat-and thatched walls. combined. 72 65A of .the
\+ Karen houses. ha%e the thatched roof while 26. 5N"' ik

of the houses have the tin Ioofs.
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Thus the housef pattern and the house
building materials. used by the Karens is predomiw
ently traditional specific to the Karen community

in the Andaman Islandse.
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