_ropoaai when théy caﬁé_to'know about'thé lova’
affair. NoTmally, all love affairs are institu—"
tionalised through the wodding though the marriage ]

hetween the'nearpbioodirelations is ka “tabooed. -

! Marriage is a community affair and

.”-as such all the people of thq viilage and the
nearby viliages attend the marriagea, As per the

fchristian traditionfS'banns_are observed inviting

any_opjection'for_thé proposed:marriage." The-boy'

and thegirl to beﬂmarriod_aend'a circuiar invita— _

'tion to a11 the Karena to attond the marriage

_which 1s.a distinct feature of their tradition.:
Howaver, of 1ate, some Karens ‘have’ also started
_sending the printed Wedding Invitations to non*

,Karen friends.

The friends and the relatives assem~'
_ble at tha' Church the previous day to the marriage.
The community feast i{s. arranged
the paIEntSe The Karens attend the marriage with
agiftss After the marriage feast,_the-Karens-go-
back to their/their relatives houses in the evening.

Cooking of the foast for the foilow—-
ing day starts in the evening 50 that the: marriage
hfeast 15 ready by the next day morning. This :
feast is served to all before 10,00 AM,: The marri--
;age'is colemnised:by tho'Pastoroi'He.proachés-thé
}duties.of-hosbandland'wifé} The marriage is solem—
-nised by a formal exchange of rings._ The Karens

-sing the traditional marriage songs on the occasion.
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