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Sub: Inclusien of the Karems im the list ef Scheduled
Tribes in Andamam and Nigebar Islamnds fer the
purpese of preserving the distimet oulture, J.ngufo
and Ancestral Traditiems eof the Karem and reservatien
of seats in academio/prefessienal, techmical
ingtitutiens and in Jjeb eppertunities-~ Pray fer - Regt=-
00000

Hemn'ble Sir,

With utmest respect amnd humility, I, en
behalf of the Karea cemmunity livimg imn Andaman Islands
take this eppertunity te e ghten Your Hem'ble Geedself
en the leng pendimg gemuine grievaance eof this dewa tredden
comnmunity fer yeur kimd perusa-l and fer sympathetic
consideratien and faveurable actien please:

Earens are a tribe of mengeleid erigin. They were ’
breught dewa te Andamams frem Burma new Myammar a part and
parcel of British Imndia im April 1925 by the them British
Govte of India. Initially a batch of 12 families came

under the leadership ef Rev. Lugyi and Thra Samba. The
secend batch of 50 families came dewn im 1926. They were
engaged in ferest werks which was feuand laberieus, dangereus
and capacited imn deep ferest timber extractien amnd planta-
tien. They alse hamdled elephants ef the Ferest Department.
Seme have werked im Chatham Saw Mill and few were enageged
in leveling the Gymkhama Greund at Port Blair.

As the years passed by, the tempe ¢f the ferest werk
had slewed dewa and seme Karems started gO:L;g back te Burma.
By 1937 a large mumber had geme back. In 1967 mere went
back and these whe stayed back have epted fer Imdian
Citizenship. Subsequemntly the Karems were givem land at
Webi and mearby areas im Middle Andamans fer cultivatien
and te start their ewa settlement. The 1951 Cemnsus shews
tha there were 384 Earems and wem$ cemsidered maturalised
Indians by the Amndaman & Nicgebar Administratiem and the
Govt. of India. After that me separate cemsus fer the Karem
commnity was takem. Teday, the Karem settlements spreadeut
in eight villages. Tetal Karem pepulatiem is abeut 2200.
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