1 The Andaman Isles used (o be calied “pala Pani™

ANNEXURL - 92

o (AtSt Alberf's Fr. Corneliuz Baa is preparing for an apostolate.
.- T4 years ago. Our Department of 1n¢al Church History checked on itgroots)
i : according to the census of 1 911; out of
96,439 inhabitants, 11.987 wers donvicls: They were giarded by a-forc oF:2.000 arysand
police personnel. According to b~ game conishs e svers 138 Catholics. They used to be -

visited by apriest from Ranzeod the Andarmans: belonged fo the Apostolic Vieariate of = -
Burima. " L S ST e

3

When world war I (1914 — 1918) was about hal £ way, sofie newly ;.iil):_ézfé}iggd mem; {).i.'. :
* Trance were so badly devastated as to be no longer inhabitable. Adivasis.were known to be

sxpert af clearing rough couniry. Harly 1917 an -ofﬁ@_efpfe%eﬁted him‘seifiat Mariresa House i

- and asked the Rector, the later Bishop Van Hoeck to provide the army with a labour corps.

Fr. Molhant, who succeedeil Hottmani ‘as Director of CCS showed interest. The conditions’

*appeared favourable. The salay for one year’s contracl would amount to Rs. 300/- The - -

- corps would work under military command but the atmosphere would be songenial - The
Chaplaing would duplicate s Commanding Officers and have the rank of Captain. As Fr.

- Molhantraflected, the retail price of conimon ice was then Re. 4,75 per mound and the CCS
~would be able to channel the ntotayits thefamiliarg. 00 0 e

~On 13" dune, 1917 Fr Giy ol B Tol's leavies Tor Prance with 2.000 men of whom 12007
Cathiolics ¥r. Floor. Parish Priest of Samtoli (and later for many years the nredecessor of Fr.
“Cornelitnat Renggrish) folliws on 26" Tune with 1,008 Catholics, 600 fuote in Qctober and
again 200 in Noveniber, o0 e L

Meatiwhile, revolution i brewing in Rissias And [ndiasneeds betler nocess o ity borders.
The labour ‘corps is called i to build roads. On 25" March 1918, 300 Adivasis leave for the
~Punjab, itially without chiaplau. On 9™ June Capt. Ory, iack from France, marches into
“Ranchi at:the'.hé_ad of the First batattion. e takes a--umnth?s veat-and then gets out for the
“Prnjab with 200 men. Another srouy follows in Septemiliar, T

“In 1918 the war 18 drawing (07 ¢lose and flie army sfops recritfing” Tr. Molhant is upset :
{he monsoon das been-bad. Lo i racking Ins biraing o Tind suitable cmploynient for those
“who nay need it whensthere fiins up M M Botive Divistonal Forest Officer, North
Agidamane: 1e hag hesrd sl about the Tarious  labeur corps. He. himgzlf g0 far, was
“depending on cpenal ¢ labours very expensive, - inost uncooperative. . and hopelessly -

unproductive. 1 only he conlbd gt adivasis, tougli and steady workers, wha lake their job to
‘heart. He proposed contracts for i months.. L : cee T By



