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Av. Bonig, Divisional Fofest Officer of N. Andamans visited Ranchi (o
e the exploitation of the virgin forest of the Andamans' This CO':hV'iétéi:w}i-c$
- heart in their work, were a great expense for the Forest Department, Ths
Mundas' had been“at work -on the battlefields of France and i
- teceived regularly contingents from Chotanagpir.” Whe not tise

1e Pusjab and Assam
Andainansialso 7 The

proposition was sagerly aceepted by the Fathers anc hefore the end 0t 1918, the 400

labourers asked for, Oraons and Mundas, were recruited; transported 1o The Andanans
“and putito work immediately. - : : e

“In the first days-of May 1919 Fr. Van Eesbeek, Parish Priest of Ranchi, iook sail for thc

Arndamans to star :
- rei%eption of other labourers who wauld replace the firsth

-months expired. e found his people
N_drlhcm Archipelago, where they w
buiilding roads.

. Their behaviour both as labourers and as Chri _
“are left {o themiselves, wrote Fr. Van Eesbcekz,-thuy.gather; regularly. mormings: and
.evenings fo recite in common their prayers. -1 can vecify this information by ‘my own
~ observations. With the exception of daily Mass, to-which none of them was sblipéd 1o

assist but which alimost every one atiended sporttaneously, I_'-abst'a‘ined_-on"p:ir@ciip}lé'[r'om_'

- directing their pious exercises, Their religious songs were also- much admired, ‘and -

~asked myself how they came to sing so correctly and in tine without harnionium, which -
=they-did not have, of cotitse. As you know, there are every year new catechiumens among.
our Catholics. Tor them the sojourn in the Andamans has heen beueficial. The group’

+leaders:took charg: to prepare pecple for baptisn as well‘as for other sacraments, which

make good Cliristians : Confession and communion.. Wheft Tarrived [ found my work -

‘nicely cut out and every day I had examinations of carechism, There werew few failures,
~ but before I left the Andamans, all the catechumens had teached the required tevel-of

“instruction.” _

“The -I'CSUH.Ofihi:E first visit was, therefore, a happy cue. When they rétured o Ranehi

~most of the men were ready (o engage themsclves for another 6 months. . Van Eesbeck

| was also very pleased. “This visit could become a-pernvanent feature. From every pointof

ooview this seems tc be a better arrangemet than the emigration to Assam.” In September

1919 he accompanied 32 men from Ranchi to Calcutta, the port of emuarkation, A (ird

L contingent followed.

r ;_ - According to the census of 1911, the populalior was 26,459 1nhabitants of which

1317 wer= aboriginals of the most depraded savages and 11.897 Indian convicts.

" The 138 Catholics recorded in 1911 are visitad from Rangoon, the Andamans

being part of the Apostolic Vicariate of Soulh Burma
2- Catholic Herald, 1919, p- 580 .
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' st coolies for
hardly had their
e Oraons and the:

there for a month, so a5 io gel it know thesituation na';d"pre'p'ar'_e'Iihe_' Lo

atel wheivtheir contract 6167
at work on Carlew: Island; a-sniali island inihe - i
e reclaiining Virgin forests, puiling up-huts and:

stians had ‘been excellent: “Nihougl .they :




