being cut is from the natural forest and planistfion of teak

etc. has taken place in the forest, which had heen worked

and approximating 40,000 cubic metres of wood 15 cut from

the forest annua!ly Por the purposes of the sme:! mills the
total _Iogglng of wood being approximatsly 1,30.3X0 cubic
matres per vear. In the iast two years, this ?igure has
come down but the fact reﬁa;ns that instead of irescrting to
social forestry and thersby providing employment to  the

cecple in growing forest at the present moment the natural

v

forests ars being cut and the Jgimber sawn.

Andaman & Nicobar Islands is ore of the hot spots

and s in the eco—fragile area and has, tihersfore, the
eco—diversity thersby has to be preserved. For this. it is
essential that the ratural forest is protected and

re-generaticn allowed to take place.

We are also informad that the existing saw-mills

- have a subsistiing !icence valid till 30th March, 2003. The

szw-mil1s and ths other Wwood-based incustries in the
Andaman & MNicobar !siands are rot permitted to cut the
trees ang suppiieé to them ar=a made only by the GCovarnment
itself or through its Corporation. Some of these saw-mills

and  indusiries have logs of wood and sawn timber in  thair
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