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forest staff is dmng to stop
poaching in the Reserves?

In fact, as reported earlier
pertaining to the Kadamatala
incidezjt,-in which Jarawas were

. tutored to parrot a few lines by

the Pradhan and a set.of poachers,
this
dimensional. . It

incideht too is multi-
has been
esl\abli._shed and confirmed now
what conspired. between the
Police‘a'nd the set of officers who
investigated the Kadamtala
incident: The Pradhan was
initially kept out of the loop to
avoid political pfessures aﬁd_
The pressure
from the media forced the Admn

to review their stand and the"

. Pradhan was booked on some

minor charges and bailed .out
within hours.. i >

In' both cases, media-played
a vital role in bringing to light
the incidents. It doesn’t mean that -

the officials working for Jarawas

- AAJVS, Police and Forest are
ignorant about the happenings.
All of them try to keep things
under wréps as much as possible
to keep ¢ontroversies at bay. In
the last five years, not a single
case was suo moto identified by
the concerned agencies and
cases booked.

Tirur is more vulnerable and
sensitive than Andaman Trunk
Road and Kadamtala; as the levél
of interaction between theé
Settlers and Jarawas are very
high. While ‘sp'eaking to a.

shopkeeper’in Tirur, he pointed™

out that Jarawas frequently visit
the settlement and take whatever
they want from the'villagea
Recently, they had raided a few
houses au‘d‘ took away many

‘ Mohan

utensils and clothes When asked
about their visit to the shops, he
blatantly denied it saying they

don’t buy anything'from-shops‘

‘When we spoke to a few

poachers,’ they 'said that the,

}arawas understand the value of

money and lhey do ‘visit shops . '

and buy ‘whatevet, ‘they want.
When we; asked :them ‘ab.out
availability of alcohol t6 Jarawas,

. they_denied ‘such things saying:
that they are not aware of it Whe_n"‘

asked abaut people visiting the
Reserve, once again they Eelgned
ignorance. ;

The unconcer_neril .
apathetic ;ance of the villagers

. speék Volumes abcn_lf the kind of ',

teldtionship they have with the
tribes. Everyone plays safe while

and

‘be properly channehzed to |
bring a meqnmgﬁxl change at the
village 'Ievel. “There are a few

‘poachers, w}lo _spoil the name

of the Vlllage and' they are
identifiable too,” he said. “If the ,

Forest and l?ohce personnel do

their duty properly, this can be

. easily ched)ked,” ‘he added.

Moreover, he also blamed the

& AAIVS posted in Tirur who are

dealing with the issue of Jarawas |

‘ keeping themselves at a safe

distance from the issue.

started
speaking Bengali and Tamil " said
Haldar,
Tushnabad Panchayat Mohan is
now a bit caut;uus and wary after

“Jarawas ' have .

- the Kadamtala incident. Earlier, he
" sed ta reel outa list of demands
by Jarawas and also used to send

regular petlhons to the authorities

demaniding compensation for the:
'damages caused by Jarawas, “We
‘need to be very careful dealing

with th'e; Jarawas, as its a very
he said.

“We ‘need to form Village
Task Force as suggested- by
LG * Vakkom
Purushottaman, comprising of

sensitive issue,”

former

-youth who will act as watch

groups to check poaching by the
settlers,” he suggested. The
changed stance of the Pradhan is

a welcome step, which needs to

Pradhan,

villages to. get safe drinking |
" water, However, 1f the Admn

turn-to be another hotspot for

. the

: hardly aval[able in 2he village

for'a couple of hours:
‘A water supply scheme is
coming up |at the fringes of

- Ia;awa Reserve at Tirur, the
’fpund_ation stone of which was
laid by P 'K Singh, Chief |

Engineer' cum Secretary,‘
APWD last yveek The project
will Help more than three

|
|
|
becomes casual, this spot will |

Jarawas. Without proper watch

‘and vigil, there' are chances of

incréased interactions between
labourers and ]’arain}"aé. “The
project sEouI'd not be stalled for |
this issue,” Mohan said. ‘We are
taking all necessary steps to

b av01d any kmd of interactions,”

he said. 5
" With thé injured Jarawa

_discharged from hospital, and

back in their Reserve, and with
cock and bull story
invented by, the Dept finding
place in the file, the issue may“
be deemed closed. However,
if an independent agency
investigates, the truth might
spill out which may pave way
for a proper recourse to. the
never-ending saga of poaching

in Jarawa Reserve in Tirur,
i



