We anchored abeut 1% miles of the seuthern coast of
Sentinel Island. It was areund €.00 A.M en 20.10.°'t4, Even
as the life-beat was being lewered, we saw some mevement near
the shere. Peering threugh the bineculars, it seemed as
if there were tWwe canees with a few pecple in them. Hewever,
they soeon passed eut ef view because a small island came in
eur line of wvisien,

After lowering the life boat and leading the gifts we
set eff fer the island. Eveh as we neared the coast, we
saw a number of pepple running tewards us. We stepped the
engine abeut 50-€0 yards eff the shore as we wanted to assess
their reactien. By new abeut €-9 persens had cellected and
ceuple of them had cenical baskets with them. One of them
Wwas carrying bews ané arrews but he has placed it en the
greund. They started éancing keeping the baskets in frend.
of them ané geing up and dewn en their knees. A few of Fhem
were peinting in an easterly directien as if they wanteé
us te ge that side. Hewever, the beat crew peinted sut‘thit
it was gmtkexskuakisw e net safe te geo in that direcﬁisn
as it was quite shallew and recky. We instead turned the beat
westwards tewards the area where we had spetted twe ddfferent
camps in eur visit in May, 1984 and where we had left the.
gifts then. It was abeut 2 kms. westwards and we reached it
whiiin a few minute., We saw a hut built a little Island and
later twe eutrigger- canees kept en high greund, just abeve
the beach. We beacheéd ?t this peint, eff-leaded seme eof thei
gifts including cecenuts, iren implements and a bunch ef |
bananas We than meved t e beat &beut 25 yards eff the shere
and presently saw a few Sentinelese reaching the spot. Th'ey
quickly cellected t e gifts and put them at a sufficiently
high place se that it weulé net be affected by the high water.
We meved further west, drepped almest all the remaining gifts
and again meved away frem the ceasty in the general directien
tewards the place where we {.ad first left the gifts. By new
@ very large number of Sentinelese had cellected en the shere.
They includeé net enly children but alse wemen whizk with
infants in their arms. They seemed quite excited and‘vociférev
A few ef them were repeating their dancing while ethers were
making different gestures. This included the waiving @f an
adze abeve the head, swinging it frem behind the head
te in frent ef it, They alse wanted mere gifts, se it seemed
frem their mevements. In fact ene Sentinelese picked up one
ef his cecenuts an¢ threw it in eur directien. Taking a Gue-
cue frem it, we statted threwing the remainder eof coconuts
in their directien, Tre cecenuts fell in the water at varieus
distances frem the shere. Seeing this 3-4 SentlnEIese ran anc
pulled their eutrigger-canee inte the water. They then paddler



