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A caweed of Ornamental Value among the Jarawa people
of the Andaman and Ni<obar Islands, India

CAILASH CH ANDRA!

Abstra: t: A marine green alga <aulerpa pelfata (1 urner) Lamouroux is reported for the first
fime a an ornamental article by the Jarawa ti'he of Andaman Islands.

INTRODUCTION - AMND. RESULTS

The A \daman and Nicobar Islands are thc homeland of six tribal communities,
viz. Great Andamanese, Onge, Jarawa, Sentinelese, Shompen and Nicobarese.
How: rer, there is a distinct racial differer e between the Andaman tribes and
their« 1unterparts in the Nicobars. The for mer four are Negrito, while the latter
are M ngoloid. Out of these six tribal roups, among the Mongoloid, the
Nicol: irese are well integrated and assimilated to the Indian mainstream and
the Shiompen, who are still shy and avord to interact with the outsiders are
notpaiticularly hostile. Among the Negrit group Ongeand Great Andamancse
have .1ccepted outside intervention and are rehabilitated by the Andaman and
Nicoi  + A¢ministration. However, Jarawa and Sentinelese still have a hostile
attitu ‘= towards outsiders and are total'v dependent on nature (Man, 1973;
Sarka . 1990).

o study the socio-cultural, materi::|, health, nutritional, language and
cthne biological aspects of Jarawa and Sc ntinelese, a pilot project is launched
by th Andaman Janjati Vikas Samiti, Directorate of Tribal Welfare, A & N
Admonistration. For this, a multi-disciplinary expedition to Jarawa and
Sentiiielese area was carried out from 10 'o 12 July, 1996 under the leadership
of the Chief Secretary, A & N Adminisiration. The author was also a team
meml»r, and was given the responsibilit - to study the ethno-biology of these
Iribes

"heJarawaofall age g’,rohps inhabiting the tribal reserve forests of Middle
and & uth Andaman are nomadic and remain naked. However, a chest-guard
made of thick bark of kekar is generaliy v.orn by the adult men (Sarkar, 1990),
partic larly whenever they go out for huinting and gathering. Both men and
wom' 1arefond of adorning themselvest - various ornamentslike head bands,
neckl zes, armlets, waist bands, etc., ma:le ol naturally occurring materials.

Jesid s, they also paint their bodies wit! white clay in different geometrical
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