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PORT BLAIR, DEC 25/

-/ “ATR convoy system
has become harassment for
public and tourists these
days,” said a furious travel
| agent. Another person ,per-
haps the driver of a tourist
vehicle, said , “The exist-
ing convoy system in the
Andaman Trunk Road from
Jirkatang to Middle Strait
is followed for the protec-
tion of. Jarawa Trlbe " In-

~."a  knowledgeable
tourls‘ explained to the
group’of travel drivers the
defmitmn of convoy: “Con-
voy term is directly related
| to army where they move
’_/Crom one place to another

in a group to protect them-

sel\ces from any attack. But

/9 imthese islands it is being
folloived for protection of
t,hq Ja&rawa tribe.” In true
,convoy system s

fonoﬂ’fer s protectzon but in

{ middle: Andaman this sys-

s tem -has become harass-
ment for general public

and tourists. :

We, the islanders ar

aware of the fact that such

Ly convoy system was put in

Clals_dre . managing the
things so well. But is there
anyone to listen to the ag-

grieved tourists and travel .
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place at a time when
Jarawa tribe was very hos-
tile towards the outsiders
.Those days, they killed a

‘number of residents of
nearby

area, whoever
dared to intrude in their
comfort zone. But now the
things have changed .The
Jarawa tribe is no more hos-
tile. In order to keep a vigil
and streamline the whole
$ystem, officials of the con-
cerned Department includ-
ing policemen are in place
to prevent the public and
the tourists from-mingling
and contacting the
Jarawas. They don't allow
any member of the Jarawa
community to come on the

‘road and even pose for pho-
tography and  other
activities. All these offi-

cials . managing the

[ ATR convoy: Prbtecﬁon or
‘harassment?

their -gllests one hour be-
fore the scheduled time
and make them sit on the
road side under the scorch-

ing sun. There is no ar-.
rangement -~ for proper

Sheds and minimum basic
facilities for tourists an

agents?

~owing to the four convoys
a day system, local public
and tourists are facing im-
mense problems. « Vehicles
are gathered in huge num-
bers at the Police Check
Post. Cab drivers bring

others in these places.
Lack of basic amenities
leaves these tourists frus-

trated and irritated.
Baratang is one of the fa-
mous tourist places in

Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands with three important

attractions ie. limestone
caves, mud wvolcano and
Parrot Island. Many tourist
boat operators have taken
huge amounts of loan from
banks to purchase the
boats for which they are
still paying installments
.With the convoy system
dragging down the popular-
ity of these tourist attrac-
tion, these boat operators
may face a difficult time in
repaying their loans to the
banks. This is high time
that some new system or so-
lution is found in the largm

interest of all the
holders, mcludm t
Jarawa tribe.
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