The Onge have been huddlag teuether in settlements and made dependent upon the

administration 1o food 1, conclides that rather than Lyin

£ suceor 1o the tribals there

is incontrovertihle evidlence (o shaw tho the basic motivation is ol 1l exploitation ol the

mtural resourges v the outsiders The tribal cociery are situated on mineral angd forest
—— - FE vuiste

resonrees and it is (e exploitation of these st is the root the preblem

The state of the health of the Onge is aleo a magger ol serious concern. A 1938
——
feport prepared by ap expert group constituted by the Island Development Authority

(IDA) founy that 40% of the Onge female were sterile and child mortalily was high atl

26 The Petitioner siures that the activitjes Loing on in the Andiman is contrary
to the Iternationgi ¢ unventien an Hiological Diversity(IBD) whion India has yatified and
which wxplicitly commig CVery nation to

" respect, preserve Ml eginain kiowhadys yp9 Practives of itdiginous and iocal
STHITETTes einbedy i raditona) Hstyles 1etay o ™ the copsen 2tion and sustainable
sz ol binlopisui diversity g promote their wizler application with (1,0 approval an(|
involvement of the holders of such knowledye, innovations and practives and encourage
shating of the benefits arising from the uttlisation of sych knowledge, innovations ang

praclices”

i) At the second Conlerence of Parties (COP) of the Convention of Biological
Diversity a Jakarta, Indonesia 1995, the then Indian Minisier lor Environmen and
Forests, Ay Rejesie Pyt ndersined alig et e sri] thye e local comnniy
iINErests are poy protected by existing inteloniual Froperty siglts regimes (inchiding
PRIENS) ansdd thag o) seps were needed o ensure sycl; Brelestion

$

28 Wehat is required i the Andamans iy an embargo on (he tnsfer of plants gngd rlart
matetial and sqrie containment of the Pl extiaces already taker out, publication of t)ye

names of all persons / agencies given permips to isit the Line Artlamans an. sleps 1o

&




