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@\ EDITORIAL

This Bulletin comprises of two sections. In the
English section there are two articles. In the Marathi
section, there are five articles.

The views expressed, facts and data mentioned
therein by various authors are their own and it may
not be concluded that the Tribal Research &
Training Institute agrees with their ideas, facts &
data.

(Rajeshkumar)
Commissioner,
Tribal Research & Training Institute,
Maharashtra State




INTRODUCTION:-

Investigation carried out by
researchers indicate that
morphological and behavioural
traits like hand clasping, arm
folding, tongue rolling, tongue
folding, earlobe attachment, etc
have genetical background. It must
be pointed out that the presumed
genetic backgrounds of most of
these traits have not been clearly
understood. Many researchers
have opined that these behavioural
traits are not genetically controlled
and the differences in the patterns
are probably due to habits formed
in early life, rather than hereditary.
Population variability with regard
to these traits has been established
however. From the genetic point of
view, it is believed that these traits
are not as reliable as genetic
markers. In the present study,
however, we agree with Salzano
(1961) that these traits may be
useful in population genetic
studies for several reasons.

A Study on Some ophological and Behavioural
traits among the Deoris of Assam

* Sarthak Sengupta
** Gitimallika Gogoi

One such reason is that the
findings on the genetic affinity of
human populations in respect of
known loci are still not as clearly
understood as were in the case of
these traits. In several cases, the

findings on genetic markers
corroborate those on
anthropometric and other

morphological and behavioural -
traits (Harrison, 1977).Lutz (1908)
draws our attention first that when
an individual clasps his /her hands
with finger interlocking, the right
thumb remains uppermost in some,
while the left thumbs in others.
Lutz considered that the manner of
hand clasping is heritable but he
was not able to state the exact
mode of its inheritance. Lutz
considered that the manner of hand
clasping is heritable but he was not
able to state the exact mode of its
inheritance.

* Department of Anthropology, Dibrugarh University, Assam 786 004




Weiner (1932) has
supported that hand clasping is
genetically determined and the
trait is not associated with sex or
handedness. Freire —Maia et. a!.
(1958) reported significant sex
difference with regard to the trait.
Pons (1961) showed that the hand
clasping 1s dependant on age.
However, Lai and W&sh (1965)
have shown that the pattern is
independent of age and sex. On the
other hand, Downey (1926)
suggested a strong relation
between hand clasping and
handedness. Investigation on hand
clasping carried out by Yamaura
(1940), Kawabe (1949), Trankell
(1955), Freire-Maia et. al. (1958),
Pons (1961), Quelce Salgado et.
al. (1961) have all supported
Lutz’s  hypothesis that this
functional asymmetry is partially
genetically controlled. No simple
Mendelian mechanism has been
offered to explain the mode of
inheritance, however.

Dehlberg (1926) for the first
time studied the arm folding in
human population and noticed a
comparable dimorphism. Quelce-
Salgado et. al. (1961), Freire-Maia
et. al. (1966) etc., reported the

influence of age on the traitIn"

human population, some person

has the ability to roll the tongue in
to a distinct ‘U’ shape when they
extend it from the mouth, while
others are not so gifted. This
ability seems to depend upon a
dominant gene. A much rarer gene
gives a few individuals the ability
to fold the tongue from front to
back This is also a dominant trait.

Lee (1956) suggests that genetical

makeup rather ~ than  the
environment govern both the traits.
However, there is no association

between tongue rolling and tongue
folding (Liu and Hsu, 1949).

Galton was one of the first
to make a study of cateral
dominance of eye. However, the
genetic mechanism of dominance
of eye and the mode of heredity
and environment upon it are yet to
be known.

Trankell (1955) studied
handedness and pointed out that
this functional asymmetry is
partially genetically controlled.
Beckman and Elston (1962)
suggested that neuro-physioiogical
factors and this -are of special
interest cause bilateral variations
of function. Many studies on this
trait have revealed population
differences suggesting thereby the
utility of the trait in studying
variations in human groups.
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According to the degree of
earlobe attachment, individuals
can be classified into different
categories. Hilden (1922) was the
first to study the earlobe types in
man. In Man, attachment of
earlobe is influenced by heredity,
although the mode of its
inheritance is not established
(Carriere, 1937; Quelprud, 1934,
1941: Powell and Whitney, 1950;
Gates, 1954). Regarding the
inheritance of earlobe there has
always been controversy. Hilden
(1922) opines that an autosomal
dominant gene determines the
inheritance of free earlobe. Powell
and Whitney (1937) also supported
the hypothesis of autosomal
dominance of the free type.
Weiner (1937) reports  that
multifactor with modifiers are the
cause of attached earlobe being
recessive. Lai and Walsh (1966)
mentioned that a simple Mendelian
gene effect is unlikely to be
responsible for the earlobe types.
Lange (1966) suggests that the
attached type to be dominant over
the free type.Matsunaga (1962)
demonstrated considerable ethnic
variation in the occurrence of the
two phenotypic forms of human
cerumen (earwax), namely wet and
dry types. Dry cerumen is highly

frequent in the Mongoloid
population, while its frequency is
very low in Caucasians and
Negroes. The people of South East
Asia and Micronesia  show
intermediate values. Petrakis et. al
(1967) examined cerumen of
Indians from various tribes of the
United States. Their result supports
the theory of Mongoloid origin of
the American Indians. Kalmus et.
al. (1964) studied cerumen of
Mexican populations and
suggested its 1mportance as
indicative of racial admixture.
Matsunaga (1962) found that a
single pair of genes controls the
quality of cerumen. The allele for
the wet type is dominant over the
dry  type.  Therefore, the
heterozygous  wet  type 1is
phenotypically ~ indistinguishable
from the homozygous one. This is
also supported by Petrakis (1967).
In the present note, an attempt has
been made to analyze data on
behavioural traits like hand
clasping, arm folding, tongue
rolling, tongue folding, dominant
eye, handedness and
morphological traits like cerumen
type and earlobe attachment types
among the Deori of Assam.

Ethnically the Deori are
affiliated to the Tibeto-Mongoloid




tribal groups and one of the
Scheduled Tribes in the plain
districts of Assam. There are three
sub-divisions or territorial groups
of the Deori - the Tengaponiya, the
Borgonya, and the Dibongiya. The
name of each sub-division owes its
origin from a particular river of
their original homeland. The Deori
are mainly found in Lakhimpur,
Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Sibsagar,
Jorhat and Shonitpur districts of
Assam. Besides, they were also
concentrated in Mahadevpur area
of Lohit district, Arunachal
Pradesh. According to 2001
Census, in Assam the total
population of the Deori is 41,161
in number of which 20,809 are
male and 20,352 are female. They
are bilingual and only Dibongiya
group preserved their traditional
dialect.

Material and Methods :-

The sample comprises 157
Tengaponiyas (male = 77, female
= 80), 163 Borgonyas (male 80,
female = 83) and 200 Dibongiyas
(male = 98, female 102). The
villages selected for the present
study are Kalowloa Adarsha Deori
Gaon, Madhupur Bon Gaon and
Kukrani Gaon of Dibrugarh
district and the Siripani Gaon and

Gai Deori Gaon of Dhemaji
district, Assam.

Individuals of close blood
relations were excluded from the
sample. Each test on behavioural
traits was performed without
making the subject conscious
about the experiments. Data on
hand clasping was collected
following the technique suggested
by Lutz (1908) whereas the types
of arm folding were categorized
following Weiner (1932). Standard
method was adopted in recording
the ability for tongue rolling
(Sturtevant, 1940). The subjects
were also asked to extend their
tongue to fold in without touching
the lips. The observation was
recorded as demonstrated by Liu
and Hsu (1949). The dominance of
the eye was noted down by asking
the subjects to hold a single eye
kaleidoscope and advised to look
through it. The type of handedness
was determined depending upon
the use of one hand in preference
to the other in various activities
during experiment (Whittinghill,
1965). The type of cerumen
(earwax) was determined by visual
examination, following the criteria
of Matsunaga (1962) as dry
(granular or scaly) and wet (sticky)
type. The twofold classification of




earlobe attachment of Powell and
Whitney (1937) was followed in
the present study.

Results and Discussion :-

The right type of hand
clasping is very common in both
the sexes. It records relatively
higher frequency among the males
of Borgonya (88.75%) and
Tengaponiya  (88.31%)  than
compared with those among the
Dibongiya (79.59%). In case of
female, the right type of hand
clasping occurs more frequently
between the Tengaponiya
(93.75%) and Dibongiya (90.20%)
when compared with Borgonya
(89.16%). The chisquare test
shows a significant bisexual
variation only among the
Dibongiya (X2 = 4.41;df = 1;
0.05> p > 0.01). The population
differences between the sub-
groups of Deori in both the sexes
are not statistically significant in
respect of hand clasping.

The left type of arm folding
is more common than the nght
type. Interestingly, the lowest
incidence of left type of arm
folding found in Borgonya male
(52.50%) while the female record
the highest of it (60.24%). Test of
significance fails to record any

significant bisexual variation in
this trait. In addition, the inter-
group  variations  are  not
statistically significant suggesting
similarities among them.

Barring the case of
Tengaponiya, most of the males
and females belonging to
Borgonya and Dibongiya are able
to roll their tongue. Females show
a higher incidence of tongue
rolling ability than the males.
However, sex difference is
statistically significant only in
Borgonya. The inter-group
variation is conspicuous between
the Tengaponiya vs. Dibongiya for
both the sexes. Such distinction is
also evident in between Borgonya
vs. Tengaponiya females.

The high incidence of
tongue folding ability is observed
among the Tengaponiya female -
(45.00%), while the lowest
percentage of it is found amongst
its male counterparts.
Comparatively higher frequency of
tongue folding ability in females
than the males is also noticed i all
the sub-samples. Except the
Tengaponiya Deori, in none of the
sub-groups of the Deori, sex
difference  appears to  be
significant. Inter-group variation
reveals that barring the case of




Borgonya x Tengaponiya males,
the other values are not statistically
significant suggesting similarities
among them.The dominance of
right eye over left is more common
in all the sub-groups of the Deori.
Lowest incidence of dominant
right eye observed in Dibongiya
females (71.57%), while such
frequency is highest in Borgonya
females (87.95%). Hence, they
only differ significantly from each
other. Otherwise, the bisexual and
inter-group variation in rest of the
sample 1s negligible.

The right hand s
overwhelmingly dominant in all
the sub-samples of Deori. In both
the sexes, its frequency rises from
Dibongiya to Borgonya through
Tengaponiya. However, except
Borgonya Vs Oibongiya females,
there 1s neither sexual nor
intergroup variation. Free earlobe
is overwhelmingly dominant in
each of the sample. Exception to it
is only noticed in Dibongiya
males. They show high incidence
of attached earlobe type over free
earlobe. The Dibongiya female and
Borgonya males also show
relatively lesser frequency of free
earlobe than the others do. Again,
free earlobe is more common in
females as against males. Test of

significance reveals significant
bisexual  difference  between
Borgonya and Dibongiya, which is
not in agreement with earlier
studies, which reported non-
significant sex difference in their
sample in respect of the trait. AN
the sub-groups of Deori stand
significantly apart from each other
in respect of the trait. Only the
Borgonya and Tengaponiya males
show remarkable homogeneity in
this regard.

The incidence of wet
cerumen type predominates over
dry I flaky type particularly in
female sample of all the sub-
groups of Deori, whereas no
uniform trend is observed among
the males with regard to this trait.
Frequency of wet cerumen type is
higher in Borgonya males whereas
just reverse is true in case of
Tengaponiya. Among Dibongiya
males both dry and wet type
occurs in equal percentages. Non-
significant  bisexual  variation
recorded only among the
Borgonya. Barring the case of
Borgonya vs. Tengaponiya male,
the other chi-square values are not
statistically significant suggesting
similarities among them Our
assessment of the morphological
and behavioural trait variation




between the Deori with other
population groups suggests that
although in a larger number of
characters the Deori show a great
deal of variation, nonetheless
certain significant similarities are
not wanting. Interestingly, the
most striking differences are
between the Chutiya and the Deori
although the Deonn  were
considered as the priestly section

and one of the major sub-divisions
of the Chutiyas (Gait, 1905). The
high incidence of dry cerumen
gene among the Deori can be
compared to  similar  high
frequency of the gene among the
other Mongoloid populations of
Assam. The incidence of dry
cerumen is also predominant
among Korean, Mongol, Chinese
and Japanese.
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Table: 1

Percentage distribution of some Morphological and Behavioural
Traits among Deoris

Tengaponiya | Borgonya Dibongiya
Hand Clasping Male R>L 88.31 88.75 79.59
Female R>L 93.75 89.16 90.20
M+F R>L 91.08 88.96 85.00
Arm Folding Male R>L 41.56 47.50 40.82
Female R>L 40.25 39.70 40.19
M+F R>L 41.40 43.56 40.50
Tongue Rolling Male Positive 38.96 51.25 59.18
Female | Positive 42.50 73.49 60.78
M+F Positive 40.76 62.58 60.00
Tongue Folding Male Positive 19.48 33,75 27.55
Female | Positive 45.00 40.96 38.24
M+F Positive 32.48 37.42 33.00
Dominant Eye Male R>L 85.71 78.75 74.49
Female R>L 8125 87.95 71.57
M+F R>L 83.44 83.44 73.00
Handedness Male R>L 93.51 97.50 90.82
Female R>L 90.00 95.18 86.27
M+F R>L 91.72 96.32 88.50
Earlobe Male | Attached 18.18 30.00 54.08

Attachment

Female | Attached 15.00 15.66 3529
M+F | Attached 16.56 22.70 44.50
Cerumen type Male R>L 61.04 38.75 50.00
Female R>L 35.00 36.14 33.33
M+F R>L 47.77 37.42 41.50
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Table: 2

Morphological and behavioural traits among Mongoloid population groups of

Assam
Population No Sex HC AF HND DE TR Source
Tengaponiva Deori 77 Male 88.31 41.56 93.51 85.71 38.96 | Present Study
80 | Female | 93.75 | 40.25 90.00 81.25 | 4250 do
Borgonya Deon 80 Male 88.75 | 4750 | 97.50 78.75 51.25 | Present Study
83 Female | 89.16 39.70 95.18 87.95 73.49 do
Dibongiya Deori 98 Male 79.59 | 40.82 9082 7449 | 59.18 | Present Study
102 | Female | 90.20 40.19 86.27 2157 60.78 do
Sonowal Kachari 91 Male 5494 | 4286 | 95.60 89.01 54.94 Das &
Sengupta,200
3
93 | Female | 58.06 | 44.09 | 9247 | 87.10 | 10.75 do
Turung 75 Male 94.66 18.66 Baruaeta!.,
1982-1983
79 Female | 92.40 20.25
Lalung 94 Male 9894 | 56.38 96.81 44.68 72.34 | Das eta!, 1980
Ahom 100 Male 62.00 | 59.00 | 48.00 Dutta &
Phukan, 1978-
79
Ahom 103 Male 81.55 | 3592 94.17 74.51 92.16 | Das etal, 1985
101 | Female | 91.09 | 26.73 98.02 7525 61.39 do
Deuri 100 Male 93.00 | 24.00 98.00 68.00 | 53.00 | Dasetal, 1985
101 | Female | 91.09 19.80 98.02 81.19 52.48 "do
Chutia 104 Male 5096 | 30.77 | 100.00 | 61.54 | 46.15 | Daseta!, 1985
86 | Female | 74.74 19.77 | 100.00 | 61.63 33.72 do
Mishing 111 Male 8739 | 3423 99.10 3153 | 47.75 | Dasetal, 1985
90 | Female | 87.78 | 28.89 | 100.00 | 41.11 37.78 do
Mishing 60 Male 97.27 30.00 97.27 51.67 3333 Sengupta &
Chetry, 1996
45 Female | 100.00 | 27.78 | 100.00 | 53.33 do
64.44 :
Moran 106 Male 68.87 | 23.58 | 100.00 | 47.17 | 49.06 Das et al,
1985
100 | Female | 81.00 10.00 | 100.00 | 31.00 35.00 do
Koch 381 Male 65.35 3937 92.13 72.44 Sengupta,
1982
180 | Female | 59.44 42.22 87.22 67.78 do

Abbreviation used: Hand Clasping = HC; Arm Folding = AF; Handedness = HND;

Dominant Eye = DE; Tongue rolling = TR
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Table 3
Frequency of attached earlobe among Mongoloid population groups of Assam

Populations Sex No Attached Source
earlobe
Deori M&F 291 30.58 Sengupta, 1987
Mishing M&F 302 53.97 Sengupta, 1987
Mirn M 100 53.00 Sharmah, 1961
Miri M 41 58.50 Haque, 1974
Ahom : M&F 380 35.52 Sengupta, 1987
Ahom M&F 330 29.40 Das, 1975
Ahom M 100 62.00 Dutta, 1979
Ahom M 99 69.70 Haque, 1974
Lalung M 80 60.00 Das &
Sharmah, 1968
Lalung M 94 87.23 Das etal, 1980
Lalung M 52 69.20 Haque, 1974
Garo M 200 46.50 Das, 1967
Boro Kachari M 100 34.00 Das, 1967
Kachari M 50 80.00 Haque, 1974
Sonowal M 166 4397 Das et.al., 1978
Kachari
Pati Rabha M 100 71.00 Das, 1967
Rangdani M 100 91.00 do
Rabha
Maitori Rabha M 100 ' 84.00 do
Sema M 100 63.00 Phukan &
Begum, 1976
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groups of Assam

Table 4
Percentage frequency of Cerumen types among Mongoloid population

Population Sex No Dry Cerumen Source
Percentage Gene
frequency
Tengaponiya Deori | Male 77 61.04 0.7813 Present Study
Female | 80 35.00 0.5916 do
Borgonya Deori Male 80 38.75 0.6225 Present Study
Female | 83 36.14 0.6012 do
Dibongiya Deori Male 98 50.00 0.7071 Present Study
Female | 102 33.33 0.5773 do
Sonowal Kachari Male 91 73.63 0.8581 Sengupta &
Female | 93 63.44 0.7965 D, 200
do
Matak M+F 105 56.19 0.7496 Das, 1978
Miri M+F 81 83.95 0.91 62 do
Ahom M+F 260 85.00 0.9219 do
Koch 51.85 0.7200 Das, 1977
Boco 61.00 0.7810 do
Kuki 81.36 0.9020 do
Hmar 62.10 0.9060 do
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| Ethnographic profile of the Gunagi of Karnataka

Abstract:-

Gunagi is a small interesting
endogamous group in Karnataka.
They are settled down in the four
taluks of Uttara Kannada district
namely Karwar, Kumta, Yellapur
and Ankola. They are thickly
populated in Karwar followed by

Kumta. The Gunagi are found in

hamlets’ in the remote parts of the
forests. They are mild, sober and
economically poor people.
Gungagi are basically Hindus and
they worship Karl devaru, Jatak
devaru, Devi Amma, Choudi and
Lord Venkateshwara. They speak
Kannada and Konkani. Gunagi
were earlier called ‘Gunagaru’
(those who perform pooja). In due
course of time the term Gunagaru
became present Gunagi.

There is very little written
record available on these people.
According to the people, their

* Prabhakar Pavate
** Shivaleela Kampli

forefathers entered Kamataka
borders from Ratnagiri in search of
labour. A few families started
manufacturing lime (chunna) by
burning sea shells. Some were
engaged in collecting and selling
forest products. Most of the
Gunagi have encroached forest
land for agriculture. Those do not
posses land, work as agriculture
labourers. After some time, a few
families developed interest in the
pooja activities during festivals.
The Gunagi respect education.
Many Gunagi youths are educated.
Now days there is a tendency
among youths who migrate to
work in packing industries situated
in Goa. Some men and women are
working in Government and Non
Government organisations. Some
youths are working for Army and
Police force. A few have taken
active part in state politics also.

* Department of Anthropology, Karnataka University, Dharwad- 580 003
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Introduction :-

Gunagi is a small interesting
endogamous group in Karnataka
and are scattered over the Coastal
region of Uttara Kannada district.
They are settled down in the four
taluks of Uttara Kannada district
namely Karwar, Kumta, Yellapur
and Ankola. They are thickly
populated in Karwar followed by
Kumta. According to the people,
their forefathers entered Karnataka
borders from Ratnagiri in search of
labour. A few families started
manufacturing lime (chunna) by
buming seashells. Some were
engaged in collecting and selling
forest products. Most of the
Gunagi have encroached forest
land for agriculture. Those do not
posses land, work as agriculture
‘labourers. After some time, a few
families developed interest in the
pooja activities during festivals.
The Gunagi respect education.
Many Gunagi youths are educated.
Now days there is a tendency
among youths who migrate to
work in packing industries situated
in Goa. Some men and women are
working in Government and Non
Government organisations. Some
youths are working for Army and
Police force. A few have taken
active part in state politics also.
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Gunagi are basically Hindus
but they are non-vegetarians. They
celebrate all Hindu festivals. Most
of the people worship female
deities namely Karl Devaru, Jatak
Devaru, Devi, Amma and Choudi.
They also worship male deities
namely lord  Venkateshwara,
Shankar and Masthi. The Gunagi
are found in the hamlets near the
forest. They are mild, sober and
economically poor people. In
Karnataka Gunagi are considered
as very backward community and
placed in Category-I (Government
order SKE-225—BCA-2000;
dated: 30-03-2002). In the 2001
census the Gunagi are mixed with
the other backward communities,
hence the exact picture of the
Gunagi 1s not clear.

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHY -

Demographic structure like age,
sex, marriage and number of
individuals in the family was
recorded by visiting each and
every house in the wvillages.
Pedigree charts were drawn to
record the information. In most of
the cases elderly men were the

suitable informants. In the absence

of any written record about date of
birth, it was estimated after



relating to some important local precautions were taken while
events. Cross checking the recording the age of individuals
information with knowledgeable who were above the age of 18
persons was  essential.  For years.
minimizing the error more
Table 1: Distribution of the Gunagi Population in four Taluks of
Uttara Kannada District according to their gender.
Taluka Men Women Total
No. P, No. P.C. No. P.C.
Karwar 2046 82.07 2155 84.17 4201 83.45
Kumta 220 8.89 208 8.12 428 | 850
Yellapur 104 42 103 4.02 207 411
Ankola 104 4.2 94 3.67 198 3.93
Grand Total | 2474 | 99.99 | 2560 | 99.98 | 5034 | 99.99
Table 2: Distribution of the Gunagi population in four Taluks of
Uttara Kannada district according to their age.
Age Karwar | Kumta | Ankola | Yellapu | Total P.C
groups
0-10 626 47 25 26 724 14.38
10-20 887 98 38 59 1082 21.49
20-30 1048 120 67 49 1284 25.50
30-40 574 58 33 33 698 13.86
40-50 457 53 13 21 544 10.80
50-60 328 28 12 08 376 7.46
60-70 188 15 09 07 219 4.35
70 above 93 09 02 04 108 2.14
Grand Total | 4201 428 198 207 5034 99.98
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There is a very little written record
available on these people.
Vijayendra in the book People of
India, Karnataka, has mentioned
about the Gunagi (2003).
According to him Gunagi are also
called Ghadi and Ghadiga. Further
he opines that the ancestors of
Ghadi community were torch
bearers in the processions of
festivals. He clearly mentions that
the Gunagi and the Gunaga are
two different communities as
Gunagi being the priest. According
to the people Gunagi, Ghadi and
Ghadiga are synonyms. Gunagi
were earlier called ‘Gunagaru’
(Those who perform pooja) in due
course of time the term Gunagaru
became present Gunagi.

Economic Activities:-

The Gunagi are engaged in
agricultural activities. They have
encroached forest land bit by bit
for growing crops. They till the
land with the help of male buffalos
and oxen to grow rice. Rice is
staple food of these people; rice if
grown excess for the year will be
sold in the nearby market. Paddy is
preserved in big bamboo basket
and sealed with a lid. They use to
store rice in ‘modi’. For daily use
they keep rice in gunny -bags.
Along with rice they eat fish or
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flesh of wild animals but they do
not kill domestic animals for flesh.
Those who do not have land, work
as daily wage labourers. A few of
them are working in the Kaiga
Thermal Power Station. Educated
men and women are working in
the Government and Non-
Government offices. Most of the
women are seen working in the
fields. During off seasons they
bring home head load of dried
wood from the forest and men are
engaged in boiling paddy before it
is dehusked (Kuchalakki).

A few of them bring home
the forest products like honey,
gum and fruits. Excess of these
products are distributed or sold in
the market. Even Prawns, Fish,
Crabs and such marine products
are also collected from the nearby
sea shore. Now days there is a -
tendency among youths who
migrate to- work in packing
industries situated in Goa and
Mumbai. Some men have joined

Army and Police force too.
Housing:-
Gunagi live in the

constructed houses of many types.
The traditional houses have two
big halls of a size 20x10 feet one
behind the other. The house starts




with a door which opens into a big
hall. Further, this hall connects to a
kitchen. The walls are constructed
with ‘cherykallu’ and cement is
used as binder. The front portion
of the house is often seen plastered
with cement. For roofing they use
red bumt clay tiles. Floor of the
rooms are cemented. The houses
have wooden doors and windows.
Most of the Gunagi are

economically poor. They live in-

huts where dried grass commonly
used for roofing. Floor of the
rooms are smeared with Cow
dung. Bathrooms are constructed
in front of the house around 20 feet
away from the main house. These
are temporary structures
constructed with coconut leaves
knitted each other. Top of the
bathrooms remain uncovered. A
few are living in RCC buildings
situated in Karwar town. The pets
and the fowls are kept separately
in the backyard of the house. A
few houses have cage of parrots
and fish aquarium. Almost all
houses have ‘Tulasi Katti in front
of the house. The Gunagi worship
Tulasi plant also.

Physical Features:-

Men and women exhibit
light brown skin colour. Dark skin
colour is less frequent. The Gunagi
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men and women have moderate
stature and lean body build.Men at
work wear half trousers to cover
lower parts of the body and they
wear stitched banyan on the top.
Cotton towel is commonly seen
tied around the head. A small bag
containing betel nut, betel leaves,
lime and tobacco is often seen
hooked in the trunk. The Gunagi
call this bag as ‘Chounchi’.

Men when they go out of the
village for some work, wear half
trouser and a shirt on it. Most of
them wear plastic or rubber
sandals. Women wear a ‘Seere”’ (5-
6 meter cloth which is wrapped
around waist) that covers the lower
part of the body. On the top they
wear stitched blouse. Women
commonly tie a necklace of black
beads. Single Gold bead at the
centre of the necklace is a mark of
marriage. Women and girls wear
glass or metal bangles. Ear
piercing is common for both boys
and girls. Men and women wear
artificial rings. Nose piercing is
common among women.

Life Cycle Rituals:-
Gunagi are basically
Hindus. Marriage age among

Gunagi is comparatively high and
ranges between 22 to 30 years.
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People prefer arranged marriages.
Marriages between the Gunagi and
other local caste people are
prohibited. Uncle-niece marriages
are prohibited but cross-cousin
marriages are entertained. Clothes,
ornaments and other gifts are
exchanged  during  marriages
between parents of the bride and
bridegroom. At the time of
marriage the bride groom ties
‘Thai? around the neck of bride.
There is a small golden ball at the
centre of necklace. Usually there
are two orange colour beads on
either side of the golden ball.
Many ‘karimani’ (Black beads) are
also used in the necklace. “Thali’ is
bought by the bride groom’s
parents. Most of the marriage
expenditures are borne by the
bride’s parents. Dowry system
prevails in this community. Widow
marriage is not entertained. Gunagi
strictly practice monogamy.

Seere ceremony is usually
celebrated in the seventh month of
her pregnancy. This function is
celebrated in the husband’s house.
A special dinner is arranged for
invitees. Gunagi are fond of fish
and meat but such preparations are
not entertained during auspicious
functions. Pregnant women is
given oil bath and decorated with

19

new clothes, bangles and flowers.
This ceremony is celebrated to
disclose that she is pregnant.
Friends and relatives present gifts
to pregnant women. Then, she is
sent to her parent’s house for first
delivery. Most of the time delivery
takes place in the hospital. After
delivery mother is considered as
polluted and kept in isolation for
eleven days. She is given mixture
of pepper and rice. On the twelfth
day after the delivery, the naming
ceremony will be arranged.
Naming of the child is usually by
the parents. Ear piercing ceremony
is performed when the baby is of
six months. When a girl is
matured that 1is when she
experiences her first menstrual
cycle, she is educated by her
mother. She is kept in isolation for
five days. She is given healthy
food and turmeric liquid. After
each menstrual cycle the women is
considered as polluted for three
days and she is not allowed inside
the main house.

When the person is dead he
is given bath by using oil and
turmeric powder. Body is covered
with white cloth. A single banana
leaf is kept beneath the body of the
dead. Four people carry the dead
on a bamboo platform specially




made for the purpose. Dead are
carried in a sleeping position. Male
friends and relatives follow the
procession. Children and women
are not allowed to join the

procession. Gunagi cremate the
dead.

Glossary :-

Cherykallu = Naturally
available stones which are cut into
sizes.

Chounchi = Small bag
containing betel nut, betel leaves,
lime and tobacco.

Karimani = Black beads.

Kuchalakki = Boiled
dried rice before it is dehusked.

and

References:-

Lungi = About two
meter cotton cloth wrapped around
the waist.

Modi = A hand made
bag which is made up of dried
paddy plant and finally tied with
banana fiber.

Seere = Five to six
meter cloth which is wrapped
around the waist.

Thali = Single gold
bead at the center of the necklace
as mark of marriage.

Tulasi = Medicinal
plant which is worshiped.

Tulasi Katti = Platform where
Tulasi plant is planted and
worshiped.
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Source:- (i) Govt. of Maharashtra Annual Plan R00%-0% to 00%-20,
(ii) Govt. of Maharashtra Annual Plan TSP 3002-03 to 00%-20 planning

Department Mumbai.
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TRIBAL RESEARCH & TRAINING

INSTITUTE’S PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

=t st T

Sr. No. Name Price Rs.
1. An Overview Of Tribal Research Studies _ 100.00
2 Strategies For Promotion & Propagation Of Tribal Arts & 50.00

| Handicrafts i
"Nagarikanchi Sanad" (Marathi Publication Of TDD, Mumbai) 16.00
4. Compilation of Government Resolutions -Incentives Provided
To The Govt. Employee Working In Inaccessible Areas 115.00
Located In Tribal Areas -
Survey of Padas in Mumbai & Mumbai-Sub Urban District. 141.00
Development Of Primitive Tribes In Maharashtra :Status, 115.00
Continuity & Change i
1 . : ; (o (Rs. 50/- per
Bi-Annual Publication "Tribal Research Bulletin Bulletin)
8. Tribal Handicrafts of Maharashtra : Cultural & Transitional Rs.225/-

Perspctive.

PLI 4 al




Government Photozinco Press Pune -1







TRIBAL RESEARCH BULLETIN

Tribal Research & Training Institute,
Maharashtra State, Pune-411001.
Web Site : http://trti.mah.nic.in
Email: trti.mah@nic.in

Tribal Research Bulletin is a bi-annual bulletin
published in March and September. Contributors
can contribute articles pertaining to various
aspects related to tribal life, culture and

development.

Guidelines for Contributors

The manuscripts to be published in this Bulletin
should be typewritten in double space on one side
of the paper and carefully edited for matter as well
as language and corrected for any typing errors.
The matter should be organized under suitable
headings. Tables should be preferably
incorporated in the body of the paper with relevant
interpretation. Charts and maps should be in black
and white only. Soft copy of the manuscript is
welcome.

Manuscripts are not returned.

The views expressed by the authors do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Government,
and the Editor is not responsible for the views
expressed by the authors.

The contributors will be given 2 reprints and two
copies of the Bulletin.

All correspondences should be addressed to the
Commissioner, Tribal Research and Training
Institute, 28, Queen's Garden, Pune-411001.

Registration No. 37/438/79

FORM IV
(See Rule 80)
1. Place of 28, Queen's Garden,
publication Pune-411001
2. Periodicity of Bi-annual

Publication

3. Printer's Name

Nationality
Address

4, Publisher's Name
Nationality
Address

5. Editor's Name

Nationality
Address

Manager
Photozinco Press,
Pune-411001

Indian

Photozinco Press,
Pune-411001
Rajeshkumar, .A.S.

Indian
28, Queen's Garden,
Pune-411001

Rajeshkumar, .A.S.
Indian

28, Queen's Garden
Pune-411001

IL,Rajeshkumar,hereby declare that
the particulars given above are true to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

/" Annual Subscription Rs. 100/-
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Cost of Single copy Rs.50/-
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