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EDITORIAL

The Tribal Research Bulletin is -a biannual publication,
published by Tribal Research and Training Institute, Government of
Maharashtra, Pune. The bulletin comprises of two sections. In the
English section, there are five articles; whereas in the Marathi section
there are four articles.

In the English section, Dr. K.B.Nayak presents a discourse of
the concepts of peasantry and tribes. The article by Dr. D.B.Shirole
unveils an overview of tribals. Shri Rathod and Shri Ingle throws light
on need assessment of tribal farmers about soil and water
conservation by using individual technique. The article by Shri
Hittalmani and Gurav presents an account of Halakki Vokkalu: A tribe
in transition. Further Hittalmani and Basavanagouda gives a
descriptive account of the Valmiki tribe of Karnataka.

In the Marathi section, Dr. V.S. Mugade provides information of
tribals in Maharashtra. Prof. Suman Muthe provides details about the
development of tribal women and girls under Integrated Child
Development Project. Dr. B.A.Deshmukh has unravelled the rituals of
Kokna tribe in respect of “Dongar Dev - the God of Mountains”. The
article by Shri Tikone highlights atrocity issues.

Editor
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TRIBAL PEASANTRY- AS A TRANSITIONAL SOCIAL
CATEGORY : A CASE STUDY OF THE GOND
COMMUNITY IN NAWAPARA DISTRICT OF ORISSA.

Dr. Kunj-Bihari Nayak*

INTRODUCTION

There exists a vast
literature on the concept and
nature of ‘peasantry’ or ‘peasant
society’ and also on ‘tribe’ or
‘tribal society’. However, there
has been a prolonged
controversy over identification of
‘peasants’ and ‘tribes’. In fact, a
variety of definitions and
approaches, available in the
disciplines of Social-
Anthropology and Sociology to
identify ‘peasants’ and ‘tribes’,
have provoked an endless
debate. Because, in a complex
and changing society like India
where ‘caste-peasants’ and
‘primitive-tribes’ live together and
they have been sharing their
respective properties for
centuries, it is not easy task to
strictly define and distinguish
them from each other. Rather it
would be worthwhile to develop
new concepts for understanding
and explaining the dynamics of
some transitional social
categories such as tribes in the
present context. The present
paper is an attempt firstly,-to
underlie the contradictions in the
conceptualisation of ‘peasantry’

and ‘tribes’ in academics through
a brief review of discourse on the
concepts and secondly,- to
develop a concept of ‘tribal-
peasantry’ for defining and
distinguishing some tribal
communities like the Gonds in
Boden block of Nawapara district
of western Orissa as ‘tribal
peasants’ who have reached at a
transitional phase neither being
fully away from their primitive
cultural patterns of living nor
been completely integrated into
the living patterns of caste-
peasants of Hindu society.

A DISCOURSE ON THE
CONCEPTS OF ‘PEASANTRY’
AND ‘TRIBES’

There has been a lot of
confusion about the term
‘peasant’  among - social
scientists. From the beginning
social = anthropologists  have

defined peasants by their
cultural habits and norms,
narrow vision and close
emotional attachment to

tradition. For instance, Robert
Redfield who identified his ideal
type concept of ‘folk society’ with
the primitive tribals & contrasted
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it with the peasant society on the
one side and towns society on
the other. Following A.L Kroeber
he defined peasants as “part
societies and part cultures”
(Redfield 1956: ;1962).Eric Wolf
went further to differentiate
peasants from the farmers who
produce for the market and
identified three characteristics of
peasants as : i) agricultural
producers; ii) they retain effective
control over land ; and iii) they
aim at subsistence farming and
not at profit with investment
motive.(Wolf 1955:453-55).While
R. Firth defines ‘peasants’
exclusively in terms of ‘mode of
livelihood’” characteristics i.e.
subsistence farming  simple
agricultural technology ete.
Nonetheless, Firth also
incorporates other social
categories such as artisans,
fishermen etc. into the fold of
‘peasantry’ (Firth,1951:86-88).
But, G. M. Foster defines
‘peasants’ as those communities
which have grown up in a
symbiotic, spatio-temporal
relationship with the more
complex components of their
greater society i.e. the pre-
industrial market and
administrative city
(Ortiz,1975°322-323).

The Leftist views on
‘peasantry’ have brought a
turning point in the history of
peasant studies. The leftists, who
are deeply influenced by Marxist-
Leninist ideas, are not satisfied

in just describing the peasantry
as an socio-economic category of
production and consumption.
Rather they observed a vast
potential  inherent in  the
peasantry for changing the
system of production itself.
Therefore, some leftists including
Mao-tse-Tung, have emphasised
on the significance of an alliance
of the peasants with the urban-
industrial workers (‘proletariat)
for bringing about a
revolutionary  social  change
(Mao-tse-Tung ,1954:13). The
Leftists view peasantry
essentially as a suppressed and
exploited segment of pre-
capitalist society. They have
attempted to  understand
peasantry a “as a class”. In order
to understand the Leftist's view
of peasantry, it is essentiat to
present a few lines from Marx’s
classical work. The Eighteenth
Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
(1977:478-479), are as follows:

“The small-holding
peasants form a vast mass, the
members of which live in similar
conditions but without entering
into manifold relations with one
another. Their mode of
production isolates them from
one anther instead of bringing
them into mutual
intercourse...... their field of
production, the small-holding,
admits of no division of labour in

it's cultivation, no application of -

science . and, therefore, no
diversity of development, no




variety of talent, no wealth of
social relationships. Each
individual peasant family is
almost self-sufficient; it itself
directly produces the major part

of it's consumption and thus ,

acquires its means of life more
through exchange withh nature
than in intercourse  with
society......They can not
represent themselves, they must
be represented.....(They are a
‘'sack of potatoes’).....The political
influence of the small-holding
peasants, therefore, finds it's
final expression in the executive
power subordinating society to
itself ".

Following Marx and
Engels. Karl Kautsky and V.I
Lenin have attempted to extend
their ideas and analyse the
emerging problems of peasantry
and also the structural changes

in contemporary peasants
societies. Kautsky, in his major
work : “The Agrarian Problem”

which dominated the marxist
thought, pointed out -capital
accumulation and structural
change within German
agriculture. According to him,
Industry was the prime mover of
capitalist transformation of rural
society which outstripped.
subordinated, and finally,
destroyed peasant agriculture.
While Lenin, in his earliest books
(1968.1974), was very much a
‘Kautskian’, but his emphasis
was dilferent and he developed a
‘differentiation thesis’ of
peasantry. According to him, it

was the inter-peasant dynamics
of 'deepening’ market relations,
the division of labour, and class
differentiation that provided the
central point of capitalist
transformation. His polemics
aimed at a wing within Russian
Populism which believed that the
homogeneity and stability of
peasant society would abort
capitalist development in Russia

(Shanin, 1983:68). However,
Lenin’s emphasis on - ‘the
emerging process of

differentiation among Russian
peasantry in the countryside due
to the penetration of capitalism
in agriculture, has been reflected
in an endless debate on the
“Modes of Production in Indian
Agriculture” and particularly in
the writtings of those who
supported the ‘capitalist mode of
production’ (Thorner,A 1980).

In reaction to the Marxists
“differentiation thesis”, the Neo-
populists like A.V.Chayanov have
emphasised on the viability of
peasant agriculture and it's
ability to survive under any
circumstances. On the basis of
their notion of “family labour
farm”, they argued that the
peasanttry had no necessary
tendency to develop the
increasing economic inequalities
and class antagonisms of

bourbgeoisie industrial society.
There was also a tendency to
create increasing groups of rich
and poor peasants with a more
and more unstable group of
middle peasants in-between. In




fact,: - the: village. :as -.an
overwhelmingly homogeneous
community, was able to
constantly reproduce itself both
economically and socially. Thus
Chayanov observed that the
modernisation of traditional
small farming is lying along
neither a capitalis nor a socialist
path, but along a peasant path of
raising the technical level of
agricultural production through
agricultural extension work and
co-operative organisation. At the
same time, it conserves the
peasant institutional framework
of the family small
holding(Harrison, Mark
1982:246). According to him, the
household farm is the basic unit
of production and consumption.
It is this familial and highly
autonomous character of small

farm that determines a specific .

peasant economy which in turn,
generales a typical peasant

social structure and a
peasant\non-peasant dualism at
the national level

(Shanin,1971:292; Kerblay,
1975:151). However, no precise
and clear cut definition of
peasantry has been produced
yet. Thus the term ‘peasant’ is
"best regarded as an imprecise
socio-economic  category = of
descriptive rather than heuristic
usefulness’(Marshall 1994:385).

However, besides Marxists
and Non-Marxists, there are
other traditions of thought and
perspectives which considered
cultural traditions, social

structures and institutions as
crucial to define peasantry as a
distinct social category, different
from social categories preceding
it as well as co-existing or even
emerging subsequently (Shanin,
1971:291-93; 1975:13-14).
Shanin, whilé combining ideas
from different traditions of
thought and perspectives, has
provided a ‘differentia specifica’
of the peasantry-i.e. a set of
elements by which peasantry is
set apart from the rest of the
social categories. To him, the
peasantry consists of small
agricultural producers who, with
the help of simple equipment and
the labour of their families,
produce mainly for their own
consumption and for the
fulfillment of the obligation to the
holders of political and economic
power (Shanin, 1975:240-245).

Teodore Shanin, however,
altempted to define ‘peasantry’
by integrating different traditions
of thought. To him, the
"peasantry consists of small
agricultural producers who, with
the help of simple equipment and
the labour of their families,
produce mainly for their own
consumption @and for the
fulfillment of the obligation to the
holders of political and economic
power” (Shanin, 1975:240-
245).Even this definition of
peasantry by Shanin can be
applied to other social categories
like some tribes in India who
have reached at a transitional
phase of development neither




being fully alienated from their
traditional cultural patterns nor
being fully integrated in to the
modern consumeristic society.

Shanin(1974, xerox copy)
has identified four major
characteristics of peasantry and
peasant society which can be
matched with that of some tribal
peasants in India whose living
conditions have considerably
changed due to forces of
modernisation. Those
characteristics of peasantry as
follows:

a) The peasént family farm as

the basic unit of
multidimensional - social
organisation;

b) Land-husbandry as the main

‘means of livelihood directly
providing the major part of
consumption needs;

c) Specific traditional culture
related to the way of life of
small communities; &

d) The ‘underdog’ position-The
domination of peasantry by
‘outsiders’.

These four characteristics
as discussed by Shanin that
characterise peasant social life in
general can not fully match with
the changing situation of
contemporary peasants . in
different regions. Though
Shanin’s definition of peasantry
seems to be quite comprehensive
and analytical, but it has certain
problems. Firstly, his definition
is an ideal type construct. Its
abstract elements may not
conform to the empirical reality

of peasants in different societies
whose socio-economic life is not
only influenced by different
forces of change but also it is
based on different structural and
historical specificities. Secondly,
due to  increasing forces of
change e.g. - industrialisation,
urbanisation, modernisation etc.
there ‘has been a trend either
towards “depeasantisation of
peasants” or towards
“peasantisation of tribals”.

Corresponding  to the

“impact of modernisation and

global capitalism in agriculture,
F.A.Araghi(1995) has highlighted
on a process of |'‘global
depeasantisation’ which refers to
the experience of the Third World
peasantries between the period
1945 and 1990.when an
increasing number of people who
were involved in agriculture with
direct access to the production of
their means of subsistence
became rapidly and massively
concentrated in urban locations.
Araghi argues that “global
depeasantisation is expressed in
‘de-ruralisation’(depopulation
and decline of the rural areas of
the world) and ‘over-
urbanisation’(massive
concentration of peoples and
activities in growing urban
centres of the world), both of
which are in turn reflective of a
pattern of differentiation of
geographical space particular to
the Post-World War I
development of world
capitalism”(Araghi1995:338).




Main protagonists of this
thesis have argued that the
inevitable expansion of
capitalism will lead to
disappearance of peasantry from
the countryside. Thus, sooner or
later, rapidly or slowly, directly
or indirectly, peasants will be
transformed into wage workers
and capitalist farmers in the
countryside. In reaction to the
‘depeasantisation thesis’, the
advocates of the ‘permanence
thesis’ emerged in the Latin
American debate who argued
that peasant societies, for
various reasons, do not abide by
the ‘laws’ of industrial
capitalism. On the contrary, they
advocate that peasant economies
have a developmental logic of
their own that results in the
survival of the peasantry and it's
conditions of reproduction in the
countryside. While discussing
the se two opposed theoretical
orientations, Araghi stressed on
international dimension of
depeasantisation during the of
Post-World War II. He studied
global depeasantisation as a
component of a changing
international political-economic
order. By linking the changes in
the condition of existence of the
post-war peasantries to the
transformation of world economy
and polity, he distinguished
between two phases of global
depeasantisation. In the first

phase(1945-1973),he  observed
simultaneous processes of
‘peasantisation’ and

‘depeasantisation’ which led to a

relative decline of the Third
World peasantries. In the second
phase(1973-1990). He saw an
accelerated pace of
‘depeasantisation’ which he linked
with the ongoing transformation of

- world economy since the early

1970s.According to Arghi, one
consequence of globalisation has
been the weakening of nation
states and their abilities to

regulate their national
economies. Thus he argued that
denationalisation, particularly

with respect to agriculture, has
led to a fast-paced deruralisation
of the Third World. In the
1990s,deruralisation has been
extended even to the former
Second World. Araghi's analysis
supports a fact that peasants
should neither be considered as
sui-generis entities, nor should
they be reduced to ideal typical
categories as given by Teodore
Shanin. In fact, peasantries exist
in global social processes that
constitute and are constituted
by. other processes of the world
political-economy (Araghi, 1995:
358-359). :

The ‘depeasantisation’
thesis also corresponds to the
Marxist debate on ‘differentiation
of peasantry’ which is considered
as the consequence of global
capitalism and particularly an
impact of ‘capitalist mode of
production’ in agriculture.
However. the debate on 'mode of
production’ in agriculture has
been a matter of controversy in
India (Thorner Alice 1980). The




controversy over the
identification of a particular
‘mode of production’ in different
agrarian social structure of India
revolves round mainly two
critical points i.e. i) there is
overlapping of boundaries within
the class structure due to
regional variations and ii) the
features identified against each
mode of production are found
often criss-crossing or
contradictory with each other in
reality. In fact, there are a
number of ‘modes of production’
(i.e. capitalist, non-capitalist.
precapitalist, feudal, semi-feudal,
colonial, post-colonial, dual etc.)
that seem to be simultaneously
operating in a complex field of
Indian agriculture in different
regions which is influenced by a
variety of forces based on
structural diversities and
historical specificities. Thus, no
single ‘'mode of production’ can
reflect the reality of regional
variations in Indian
agriculture(Pathy,1974:--). Even
if, the fact regarding changes in
the agrarian social structure due
to modernisation of Indian
agriculture, has been empirically
verified by a large number of
social scientists (Thurner,
Alicel980). In this paper, we
have little space to deal with the
debate.

Daniel Thorner-the pre-
curser in the debate, while
looking at agrarian social
structure in India, identified four
major criterias of peasant society

as : i) more than half of the total
working population must be
engaged in agriculture; ii) there
should be an existence of state
power and a rulling hierarchy in
which kinship or clan order is
significant ( it means existence of
social stratification); iii) the
production of the cultivators is to
feed not only themselves and the
government but also the town
people; iv) it must have a unit of
production which grows crops
primarily with the help of family
labour (Thorner,D 1971:203-
205).

Thorner also attempted to
identify three major class
situations and their sub-
categories in an agrarian social
structure of India on the basis of
following three citeria :i) type of
income obtained from the soil -
a) rent, b) fruit of own
cultivation, or c)Jwages; iiJthe
nature of rights — a) proprietary
or ownership, b) tenancy with
varying degree of tenurial
security, ¢) sharecropping rights,
or d) no rights at all; iii). the
extent of field work actually
performed - a)absentee who does
not work at all. b) those who
perform partial work, cJtotal
work done by actual cultivator
with family labour. and d) where
work is done entirely for others
to earn wages (Dhanagare
1983:13-14).

In reaction, D.N.
Dhanagare argues that Thorner
“does not relate the specificity of
internal differentiations within




Indian  agrarian society  to
broader and more widely used
conceptual models in
contemporary sociology”
(Dhanagare 1983:16-17).
Drawing inferences from the
works of Lenin and Mao in
Russia and China respectively,
Dhanagare reformulated
Thorner's model of agrarian
social structure in India in which
he identified five-class situation
and their sub-categories.
However, he maintained that
there is some risk to apply a
class model of agrarian social

structure in a traditional society _

like India. Some caution is
needed while using this model
i.e. i) all the five class situations
and their sub-categories are
regionally specific; ii) the rich,
middle and the poor peasant
categories can be, .~ .olten
distinguished from each other
only in qualitative terms rather
than in quantitative terms
because due to regional
variations and partly due to lack
of uniform data and statistics on
different regions of India and
that in different periods; and iii)
although the class categories are
analytically separable,
sometimes their boundaries are
blurred in reality.

Though Dhanagare did not
attempt to identify an integrative
category of tribal-peasantry
within the fold of ‘peasantry’ in
his reformulation of agrarian
social structure in India, his
critical points of observation

regarding the limits of regional
variations, overlapping
boundaries of different -class
situations and complexity of
traditional Indian society provide
a space to include tribals into the
fold of contemporary peasantry
for three reasons. Firstly, like the
caste-peasants many tribes in
India i.e. the Gonds, Santals etc.
are primarily settled
agriculturists. Secondly, different
class situations in terms of farm-
size groups and their
differentiations are often visible
in tribal societies today. Finally,
in their history, the tribals along
with the caste-peasants had

drawn  different = forms of
movement against their
OpPPressors.

THE TRIBAL QUESTION IN INDIA

There has also been a lot
of confusion among
anthropologists and sociologists
with regard to exact definition of
‘tribes’” not only in the global
context but also in the Indian
context. Tribal societies may be
considered as small in scale and
restricted in the spatial and
temporal range of their social,
legal and political system and
they possess morality, religion
and a . ‘world view’ of
corresponding dimensions
(Lewis, 1968:147). In the Concise
Oxford Dictionary of Sociology,
the term ‘tribe’ is referred to “a
social group bound together by
kin and duty and associated with
a particular territory. Members of
the tribe share the social




cohesion associated with the
family, together with the sense of
political autonomy of a nation”.
Sir Henry Maine identified the
nature of tribal society with a
pre-civilized stage of human
society. In its derogatory use, the
term ‘tribalism’ denotes
emotional, pre-scientific and
irrational behaviour (Marshall.
1994: 539).

Tribes, in India, have their
unique features that differ fromn
each other in terms of their
respective structural and
historical specificities. Indian
society is well known as a
multicultural society
characterised by ‘unity in
diversily’ of various religious,
ethnic, linguistic groups and
communities  living  together
irrespective of having different
class, caste, creed, regional,
linguistic, socio-economic and
environmental backgrewnd. The
tribal communities though
treated as a minorities, but
represent the original fabric of
Indian society and its cultural
heritage. However, like the
concept of ‘peasant’, the term
‘tribe’ has been subject to
prolonged controversy in India
mainly becayse of prevalence of
various terms such as ‘advisees’,
'aboriginal’, or ‘autochthon’. In
fact, the tribes have been seen as
the original inhabitants of the
land (Jay,1974:39-70).Various
scholars have described them in
different names. Sir Herbert
Risley. 'L.V.El win and

A.V.Thakkar called them as
‘aboriginals’. Sir Baines included
them in the category of ‘hill
tribes’. Girgson also regarded
them as ‘hill tribes or wilder
aboriginals’.  While = Shoobert
called them ‘aborignales. They
have also been considered as
‘animists’ by Tallents and
Sedwick. Martin and Hutton
treated them as ‘primitive tribes’.
Similarly, Baines referred them
as ‘jungle people’, ‘forest tribes’
or ‘folk'. Elwin thought that the
Baigas as the ‘original owner of
the country’. While G.S.Ghurey
called them as ‘Backward
Hindus'. Since various- tribal
communities have been
presumed as  the oldest
ethnological race of the national
population of India, the term
‘adivasis’ (original inhabitants of
the land) has recently been used
to designate them  (Naik,

- 1998:69).
In the colonial
ethnography, the British

administrators-cum-scholars

had attempted to mark off tribe
from caste by arguing that the
tribes in India were living in
complete isolation from the rest
of the population without any
interaction or interrelation with
them. However, after
independence some social
anthropologists and sociologists
in India stressed on the close
interaction of the tribes with the
larger society or civilization. For
example Ghurey (1963) and Bose
(1975) emphasised on the nature




of interaction between tribes and
the mainstream Hindu society
and the way in which the tribes
have been drawn into the Hindu
society. They identified some
similarities between the two
societies. While Sinha(1958),
following Robert: Redfield, went
further to view that tribes as a
dimension of little tradition that
can not be adequately
understood ‘unless it is seen in
relation to the great tradition. In
his later work, Sinha(1965:57-
83), [ollowing Redfield has
conceptualised the tribes and
peasants in a continuum.
Sinha's such conceptualisation
has been critically examined by
L.K.Mahapatra(1974:71-84)who

has followed the propositions of

V.Elwin, G.S.Ghurey, T.C.Das
and F.G.Bailey.
F.G. Bailey(1961:7-19)

attempted to analyse the tribe
and caste as social ideal types.
He has characterised ‘tribes’ in
terms of ‘segmentary’ principles
in India. Andre Beteille does not
accept such a charactrisation of
tribes in India. He feels that “the
definition of a tribal society as a
segmentary system will not be of
much practical use in a country

like India where segmentary
societies can not easily be
identified”(Beteille 1976:61).

According to Beteille, tribes, like
peasants, represent a human
group at a certain stage in the
evolution of society. To him, tribe
is a society, the members of
which have a common

10

government and share a common
territory or linguistic boundary
or culture. Tribal societies are
not only small in scale but also
they represent a  definite’
structural type, which is quite
different from the more complex
social system in which the
peasantry  and gdentry co-
exist(Beteille, 1976:61).

Further Beteille main-
tained that a tribal society can
be distinguished from other
types of societies e.g. peasant
society only in terms of it's
political, linguistic and cultural
boundary. Though, social
anthropologists have identified
some distinctive features of tribal
society i.e. i) primitive conditions
of living; ii) practice of animism;
iii) ecological symbiosis; these
are not adequate to distinguish a
tribal society (Beteille,1981:12-
13).

Historically, a tribal society
has not been static and yet it has
retained its distinctions from a
caste-society. The
Anthropological Survey of India
under ‘People of India Project’
identified 461 tribal communities
in India. The share of the
Scheduled Tribe (STs) population
to the total population in India
has increased over the last three
decades from 6.94 per cent in
1971 to 7.85 per cent in 1981
and further to 8 OR per cent in
1991 census. Actually, there are
427 tribes in India and they can
be classified on the basis of
languages, religion,” degree of
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their isolation and assimilation,
the patterns of their livelihood
(Beteille 1974:63-64).

Even some of their
attributes often resemble with
the non-tribal people in a given
region. Some large tribes like the
Gonds, Bhils- Santals, Oraons,
Mundas etc. are not only settled
agriculturists, like the members
of the caste Hindus some of them
are also found in modern
occupations. The tribal economy
is largely village centered and it's
division of labour is based on
gender. work specialisation,
enurial differentiation and class
distinctions. Despite these
similarities, tribes remain
different from the Hindu caste
societies  because of their
geographical isolation, language
or dialect and religion(Beteille
1974:65).Beteille agrees that a
substantial number of tribal
people are peasants today and
hence, tribes are in transition
(Beteille 1974:70-73). Earlier a
number of studies also
supported this fact
(Majumdar,D.N 1937.0raons
Martin 1969:232-41).

However, many scholars in
India have conceptually
differentiated ‘peasants’ from the
‘tribals. They have rather
followed more or less the ideas
and concepts of
traditions of mainstream social-
anthropological and sociological
thought to define and distinguish
tribals and peasants as separate
social entities in the country
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though evolved through their
mutual adaptation. Little attempt
has been made by them to
develop conceptually an
integrative social category that
can incorporate the changing
features of ‘tribal-peasantry’ at
regional level today. Rarely a few
of them have systematically
attempted to develop an ideal
type concept of ‘tribal-peasantry’.

Like the caste-peasant
society, there are different
classes and consequently social
stratification among some tribes
in India. The existence of social
stratification in different tribal
communities of West Bengal,
Bihar,Madhya Pradesh, Orissa
and Gujarat has been reported
by a number of studies (Shah,
G1979: 459-69; Bose, P.K1981:
191-96; Badgaiyan, S. D19886:
293-308; Sachchidananda.1090:
278-20; Thapar, R.and Siddiqi,
M.H 1991: 419-30). In no way,
tribes can be considered as
“primitive”. Along with
differention of tribal peasantry,
there is also rise of a middle
class among the tribal people. A
number of factors like education,
migration, social mobility, socio-
political awareness, changing
occupations et have
contributed to the emergence of
a small middle class. Besides,
the state has also sponsored
development measures including
the constitutioal provisions and
tribal welfare schemes have
facilitated a new process of
differentiation and stratification




in - tribal society
(Sharma,K.L 2001:170).

In fact, the tribal question
" in India is closely linked to
administrative "and  political
considerations. There has been
more concern with the
identification of the tribes than
with their definition. Though
some criterias have been adopted
to define tribes in terms of
i)jgeographical isolation; ii)simple
technology; iii) simple way of
living: iv)general backwardness
to the practice of animism;
vidistinct tribal dialects; vi)
physical features etc., but they
were neither clearly formulated
nor systematically applied in
Indian context. Further, one set
of criteria was used in one
context and quite another in
another context. As a result, the
list of STs includes groups and
communities strikingly different
from each other in respect of not
only size of the population but
also the level of technology and

today

other characteristics (Xaxa,V
1999:3589).
In fact, the features

identified earlier by some social-
anthropologists correspond to
the situation of pre-industrial
period. Today, many tribal
communities in India are found

partly adopting living conditions

and life-styles of advanced
communities like caste-peasants
of modern Indian society. Thus,
it would be worthwhile to identify
those tribal communities as
transitional social categories. in
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stead of defining them in terms
of strictly marked features like
water-tight compartments.

Further more, the features
identified are, in fact, not
decisive in distinguishing tribal
societies from peasant societies.
Today, neither an ideal type
tribal society nor an ideal type
peasant society exists in a strict
sense. An interactive process of
cross-cultural fertilisation has
become S a recurrent
phenomenon. What is crucial in
the definition of tribe that makes
a (ribal society as a relatively
self-contained unit?. Perhaps, it
is not their ‘mode of livelihood'
but the segmental characteristics
of their socio-cultural patterns of
living in a relatively more
autonomous, closed. uniform,
informal and cohesive society.
The ‘mode of livelihood' is not
central because different tribal
groups could be involved in
different activities like hunting,
food-gathering, pastoralism,
shifting or settled cultivation and
even some tribals are partly
involved in different artisan
activities and wage labour for
their survival. In fact, various
tribes in India are involved in
settled cultivation, their mode or
pattern of production largely
approaches to that of small,
marginal or poor peasants of
mainstream Hindu-caste society.

Though many tribes in
India have undergone change in
their cultural heritage due to
their contact with the modern
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complex society and
disappearance of their forest
economy, they have  still
continued to follow some of their
own cultural traditions which are
visible in their beliefs and
rituals, family and Kkinship
relationships, informal authority
system of village associations.
Thus., they are neither fully
confined to their primitive stage
of life nor they have been
completely assimilated in the
modern society. The
transformation of tribal society in
India has taken different forms
in the direction of Hindu-caste
peasant society or class society
or any other religious
communities like Christianity
due to conversion.

In contrast to the recent
trend of ‘depeasantisation’ of the
peasants at the global level as
discussed by Araghi, there is also
trend towards ‘peasantisation’ of
some tribals in the contemporary
phase of Indian agriculture.
Indeed. a few social scientists
have argued that some tribal
communities in India have
reached at transitional phase
of development (Desai,A.R.
1977;:Roy Burman, B.K.1983:
Bhandari, J.S51978:243;
Goswammi, B.B.1978:259; Das,
N.K1989:33). Some other studies
have articulated this fact in
terms of empirical evidences. For
instance, S. Mahapatra (1978)
observed that modernisation of
tribal agriculture as a major
factor of social transformation in

tribal society and he identified
some technological and cultural
constraints that have obstructed
the development of tribals in
India. A.K.Upadhaya (1980) has
substantiated the ‘peasantisation
thesis' in his study on
"peasantisation of Adivasis in
Thane district of Maharastra”.
While Jagannath Pathy(1989)
has attempted to develop the
concept of ‘tribal-peasantry’ in
India. In the following section, we
have attempted to explore main
features of the Gonds as ‘tribal-
peasantry'in the Bhaisadani
village of Nawapara district,
Orissa.

‘TRIBAL-PEASANTRY" IN
BHAISADANI VILLAGE OF
NAWAPARA DISTRICT

The earlier conception of
tribal society as a different stage
or type of society.that lacks
positive traits of modern society
is put into question. While
looking at facts in the field of a
regional agrarian social structure
in India, particularly that of
some tribal communities
especially the Gonds in the
Nawapara district of Orissa, an
attempt has been made in this
section to reformulate a concept
of an integrative social category
called as ‘tribal-peasantry’ who
have reached at a transitional
phase of development due to
modern forces of social change
i.e. Govt. policies including forest

policy, education, health,
modern occupation, new
technology, market, new




channels of media, intervention
of voluntary organisations etc.

This paper is based on our
field work in a tribal village
namely ‘Bhaisadani’ of Boden
block in Nawapara (a newly
bifurcated district) old
subdivision of old Kalahandi
district of the draught-prone
Western Orissa which is known
as one of the most backward and
underdeveloped regions of
Indian peninsula.

The study village
‘Bhaisadani' is situated on the
foot-hills of GURU DONGER hill-
ranges. surrounded by drenched
forests at the border area of
Raipur district of Madhya
Pradesh. The village is situated
in the western end 'of Boden
block of Nawapara district of
(which was a sub-division in the
old-Kalahandi district of Orissa).
A fair weather road which runs
through Bhaisadani connects it
with Boden about 12 Kms.
South-east. The village, spreads
in four clusters and is situated
along the foot hills of the Patdara
Plateau. A number of streams
and gullies spread along the hill
slopes and bisect the village land
in a number of plots. Among all
these "Rani Jhola' is the only
perennial stream that runs
roughly west to east along the
southern end of Bhaisadani. All
the other streams and runoffs
which are seasonal, first merge
along the foot hills and then run
into Rani Jhola, beyond the
village, roughly south-east. Some

of the waters of the runoffs
collect in two water-harvesting
structures (WHS) and the rest
collect in a tank. While the WHSs
dry up by about October-
November, the tank retains water
till about December-January
depending on the annual rainfall,
irrigation = usage and day
temperatures. Soil quality is
degraded due to extensive
erosion caused by heavy runoffs.
In terms of texture it can be
described as yellow sandy clay
and sandy clay loam with gravel.
Consequently moisture retention
is poor and the soil is susceptible
to crusting. On most cultivated
land, humus content is very low.

According to a survey
made by Lokdrusti (1993:15), the
village Bhaisadani has the

following physical features such

as |

Total geographical area -
639.48 acres

The area under agriculture
use was classified as under :-
A. 1. Aat (foot hill slopes)

58.16 acres

2. Baheli (medium land)
88.29 acres

3. Bahal (low land)
26.96 acres

4. Bari (Homestead backyard)

4.11 acres

Total Patta land

172.52 acres
B. Encroached forest land”

73.52 acres.

(These lands include
cultivable waste, pasture, village
forest, stream and gully land.




Other than cultivable waste
these lands cannot be legally
used for agriculture purposes. If
these are being used then it
indicates pressure on land.)

& All non-agricultural land in
the village 1is classified as
follows: -

2 Aat foot hill slopes

51.69 acres

2, Baheli
21.83 acres

3 Home stead land
2.35 acres

%3 Village forest
§12.34 acres

5. Gochar (village pasture)
47.43 acres

6. Cultivated waste
82.29 acres

T Non-cultivable waste
4.13 acres

8. Road and paths
9.88 acres

9. Ponds and tanks
2.18 acres

10. Public places
0.05 acres

Other than the monsoons
lasting from mid-June to the
middle of October, water was a
scarce commodity in the village.

Drinking Water -During
1991-92 draught -period, water
for drinking and household
purposes was being procured
from the following sources:-

. 3 Tube wells dug up to
maximum depth of 200
feet.

. 2 dug wells dug up to
maximum depth of 35 feet.

» 1 embankment of about 15
feet.
. 2 water harvesting

structures with the larger
one having bunds.

While two of the tube-wells
were defunct, the third one had
water till about October. The dug
wells could hardly be used
during summer  while the
embankments and WHSs dried
up by December end.
Consequently for drinking
purposes, water had to be
fetched from ‘Rani Jhola’ which
is about 2 to 3 Kms. from the
village.

Ground Water : As per
government reports the under
ground water table is at about
600 to 700 ft. However this
remains untapped.

Rain Water : Monsoon
stretches from mid June to mid
October. While rainfall is
adequate but most of this water
flows away. The  existing
embankment and WHSs due to
soil structure is porous.
Consequently the benefits of an
abundant rainfall remains
limited.

Streams : There are six runoffs
and seasonal streams and one
perennial stream locally known
as ‘Rani Jhola’. On this




particular stream, checkdams
could be constructed by
Lokdrusti. As a matter of fact,
earlier local tribal-peasants used
to make temporary mud and
rock check-dams. Such dams
were being constructed twice;
first just before monsoon
primarily to irrigate paddy fields,
and the second -time after
monsoon to ensure water during
summer.

Before colonial period,
both the tribal communities (the
Gonds and the Paharias) were
living in a primitive stage. There
was no private property in strict
sense. The tribals were fully

dependent on forest resources

and involved in hunting, food
gathering and shifting cultivation
for their survival. The British, for
the first time, introduced not
only the system of private
properly in the tribal region of
Kalahandi but also
.commercialisation of local forest
resources for industialisation
and  urbanisation in  the
metropolitan centres. This
resulted in the large-scale
deforestation and consequently
impoverishment of the primitive
tribes in the region.

Later the govt. of India,
after independence, through
different  forest laws and
regulations, reserved the forests
for the public purpose(for
industrialisation and
commercialisation) and restricted
the rights of the indigenous local
tribals to use forest land for their
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survival. While on the other side,
traders, forest officials and
contractors joined together to
steal away the forest resources
and exploit the tribals. While
moneylenders perpetually kept

them indebted through their
informal credit system of sackle
which led to the increasing
marginalisation of the poor
tribals who without finding any
other  alternative way for
survival, carried on large scale
shifting cultivation by
encroaching the forest land

which further led to increasing
deforestation. Thus, the process
of exploitation and
impoverishment of the poor
tribals was in a circular way.

Though the Government of
India, through it's land reform
movement, formally
redistributed some plain land to
the existing tribals and non-
tribals in the forest region in the
1950s and 1960s, but it was
inadequate for their survival.
Even then. there was not only
unequal distribution of land but
also land alienation and
exploitation of marginalised poor
tribals. In the 1970s and 1980s
when the forest cover slowly
disappeared from the region, the
poor marginalised tribals started
to encroach the forest land that
they cleared for shifting

cultivation and cultivate it along
with their Patta land (officially
on permanent

recorded land)

basis.




In the year 1999(during
our field work in month of
November), the village was
numerically dominated by two
tribal communities i.e. the Gonds
and the Paharias. It was
inhabited by 49 Gond families,
20 Pahara families, 2 Scheduled
Caste families and 3 Other
Backward Caste families. Though
a tribal village, today Bhaisadani
exihibits a clear-cut class
character of a peasant society
mainly due to penetration of
modern forces like: the system of
private property; enactment of
forest laws and reservation of
forests: ‘industrialisation and
commercialisation of  forest
products; penetration of modern
capitalism and macro-
development projects; contact
with the commodity market;
introduction of modern
education, health, transport and
communication facilities and
intervention of an Integrated
Watershed Development Project
by a local voluntary organisation
scalled as LOKDRUSTI.

Our field data on Table No-
1.1&1.2(in the end of this paper).
however show that over the
decades alter independence there
has been a  process of
differentiation of tribal-
peasantry in the village on the
one side and disappearance ol
traditional sources of tribal
economy like shifting cultivation,
minor forest produce etc. on the
other. In fact, almost all the
households belonging to different

. coastal
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farm-size groups including
landless labourers in the village
who had earlier encroached at
least three to five acres of forest
land for shifting cultivation,
presently they are using these
land for settled cultivation
because they don't have
alternative sources of income for
their own survival. A few
families, who are unable to
cultivate, have leased-out their
owned Patta-land to their
neighbour-peasants by making
yearly contract on the basis of 50
: 50 share-cropping pattern. Like
the traditional caste-peasants in
Orissa, the tribal-
peasants in Bhaisadani village
use wooden plough pulled by the
bullocks or buffalows and other
traditional tools and techniques.
Their agricultural activities are
very much linked to their
cultural  festivals, ancestral
beliefs and rituals which are
found organised in a seasonal
cycle. There is a practice of
exchange not only of labour but
also of bullocks or buffaloes or
other agricultural tools among
them. However, some better-off
peasants use modern fertilisers,
chemical pesticides, insecticides.
In general, the productivity of
tribal-land is very low due to
rocky soil, slope land, lack of
sulficient irrigation facilities and
(raditional method of cultivation
for which the peasantry are not
éven able to sustain Dby
depending only on agriculture.
Their main products are paddy,
ragi. (Maandia),black gram and




vegetables. Whatever little they
produce, they either consume at
home or they sell some potion of
their products in - the local
market for their daily necessary
commodities. Since their income
from agriculture is inadequate
for their subsistence needs,
majority of the tribal families in
the village have opted for daily or
seasonal wage Ilabour. When
there is a draught situation, at
least one or two members from
some families migrate to Raipur
of Chhatishgarh or to nearby
towns for working as daily
labourers in order to support
their families.

Before intervention of
LOKDRUSTI organisation in the
village in the year 1993-
1994 majority of the families
were indebted to the
moneylenders and traders (out-
siders)] who used to visit the
village just to extract and
appropriate both agricultural
and forest products from the
poor (ribals. These out-siders
were purposively making the
tribals indebted by lending them
money during tribal festivals and
off-seasons. It is the LOKDRUSTI
organisation, for the first time,
prohibited those moneylenders
and traders who used to come
from the Boden Block town and
introduced a number of welfare
progrommes in the village which
have  brought about some
significant changes in the socio-
economic life of the villagers. We
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have little space to discuss it in
this paper.

For understanding more
about some tribal features of the
Gond peasants in the village
Bhaisadani, it is essential to
have a glance at a profile of the
Gond community in the following
section.

A PROFILE OF THE GOND
TRIBE ’

The Gonds have been
considered to be numerically as
well as historically the most
important tribal group of India.
According to Grierson G.F.(1906)
their original language is Gandi
which is a Dravidian language.
However, the Gonds of Nawapara
speak Sambalpuri or Kosali (a
dialect of Oriya Language) having
totally lost affinity with their
original Gandi dialect. They
describe themselves as Raj-
Gonds as do the Gonds in many
areas of Chhatisgarh and Andhra
Pradesh too.

Anthropologists likeg
Grigson (1938 36) have
explained this Raj-Gond among
the Gonds in various ways. While
emphasising on their social life
says that such names as Raj
Gond identity in terms of the
Gonds' gradual Hinduisation.
Russell (1916 : 63) believes that
the Raj-Gonds are the progeny of
intermarriages between Rajput
and Gond, whereas Furer-
Haimendorf (1979 : 4) supporting
Lucie-Smith (1870 : 46) has
suggested that the Raj-Gonds of

.




Adilabad do not form a ruling
class or even a class of privileged
economic status, but an entire
tribal group comprising all
strata's of society coming from
the feudal chiefs down to the
poorest agricultural labourers.
Originally it had referred only to
royal and noble Gond families,
but later its reference came to
include their followers too. (Deo
F 1984:52).

However, in the Nawapara
district, the Gonds claim to be
Raj-Gonds who were once allies
of ruling groups and thus have
enjoyed a privileged economic
status known as Gahatias
- (Gauntias). It is a Sambalpuri
term used by the tribals to mean
Thekedars (lease holder of a
village). Gaotia means the village
headman. Today their poor
relatives and neighbours neither
claim this name nor are
conscious of their occupation.
Even some Raj Gonds of
'Nawapara can be seen as highly
self-conscious and economically
superior Gonds who enjoy or
aspire to high social status. (Deo
F 1984 : 53).

In general, the Gond
society is based on localised
clans which tend to cluster as
phratries. The Phratries are the
main pillars of their social
structure. In fact, there are four
exogamous patrilineal descent
' phratries but they are mnot
separate entities. They enjoy
mutual interdependence and
believe in common mythical
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origin and historical traditions
(Furer Haimendorf 1979:79).

Their traditions trace the
origin of clans to the incidental
occurrence of a certain number
of sons and grandsons in the
family of a prominent members
of the phratry and thus the
namies of their sons are
perpetuated from them. All
members of the clan consider
themselves as angelically linked
kinsmen. They worship totemic
clan deity. It is impossible to
change one's own clan. Thus
membership in a clan is
ascribed. Even in case of
migration, the members continue
to remember the genesis of their
clan. (Deo F 1984). According to
Stephen Fuchs (1960 : 162-63,
although with the increase of
population, the clan gets
dispersed, the territorial
alfiliation (original place -Garh) is
reaffirmed during their funeral

ceremony. The Gonds in
Nawapara, even today, recall
their original places from Bastar
‘and Chhatisgarh in South-
eastern  parts of Madhya
Pradesh. However., the exact
period of their migration to
Nawapara is not known. Their
local traditions and myths
mention that the Gonds had
defeated the indigenous
inhabitants (i.e. Paharia and

Bhunjia tribes) and settled in the
best lands of that region (Deo F
1984 : 54).

According= ~to~ . R - G
Mazumdar and others (1970




441), different Gond kingdoms
arose in central India during the
medieval period. In western
Orissa too, the first specific
references to the Gonds were
from medieval period, when they
had quite widespread
settlements in Western Orissa
(Sah A. P. 1976 : 137-138). Deo
(1984 : 17-49) says that with the
help of other tribals, the Gonds
were able to form an oligarchic
from ol government in Patnagarh
region of Bolangir district of

Orissa during 13"™ century A. D.
During this period, new nodes in
the form of Garhs were
associated with the Rajput polity.

In fact, four important
Gond Kkingdoms emerged in
Gondwana  during  medieval
period. The kingdom of Garha
was the most powerful among
them. This evidence supports
that the Gonds aspired to Rajput
status, which was also expressed
in their patronage of
Brahmanism and Brahmans.
(Sinha, Surajit 1962 : 60-61).

: In contrast, the Raj-Gonds
of  Nawapara had never
patronised Brahmins, even
though these Gonds put on the
sacred thread. Rather they have
considered the Brahmins to be
their enemies. Nevertheless, the
influence c¢f the latter can be
seen in the tradition of the
Gonds worshipping the Hindu
deities linking of Gond Lingo

with the Hindu deities i.e.
Mahadeva and Parvati. It was a
Hindu interpolation in the
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original Gond tradition.(Russel
R.V.1916: 47-49).

In the colonial period, the
Gonds were quite widespread
living in plains as well as on the
hills at various levels of
acculturation and economic
development. In Nawapara, most
of the Raj-Gonds are settled
agriculturists. Although all of
them still aspire to achieve the
Hindu status, ironically they -
treat the Brahmans as their
enemies (Deo F. 1984 : 56).

Among 46 tribal groups in
the undivided Kalahandi district,
the most populous is the Gonds.
they are mostly concentrated in
the Tahasils of Bhawanipatana,
Dharmgarh, Lanjigarh, Nawara
and Jayapatna. According to the
census of 1971, the total
population of the Gonds in the
district was 123,778.0ut of
whom 61,426 were males and
62,352 females. Today their
population is about 2 lakhs.
They know and speak Oriya. In
terms of literacy, the Gond tribe
is far behind. As per 1971
census, only 10,036 (8.11%) of
it's total population in the
district were found literate.
Further, female literacy was then
far below that male literacy. As
per 1991 census, though their
population in the district has
increased. but no significant
improvement in their literacy
rate.

In  our study Vvillage
Bhaisadani, the Gonds are the
majority and their population




comes around 235 out of 352.
They are spread in three hamlets
except in the Paharia Para where
the Paharia community has
settled. Very few in this
community are literate. In fact.
in terms of standards of living,
the Gonds lead a primitive life.

The Gonds are believed to
be immigrants from Madhya
Pradesh. Initially, eight groups of
Gonds namely Netam, Markam.
Jagat, Anti, Porti, Neti Shori and
Marei came into Kalahandi.. Bow
and arrow were their traditional
weapons. In course of time, they
have become settled cultivators.

Earlier. they were practising
shifting  cultivation. = However
until now they have been

supplementing their income by
collection of forest products.
Recently, they have increasingly
become Hinduised and have

started adopting petty business -

in the local markets (MSA

1993\1996:1-30).

In their personal
appearance, the Gond males
have a well-developed physique
with fine chest and massive
shoulders. But they prefer to
have scantily grown beard and
moustaches. They are good at
negotiating steep climbs and
narrow hill tracks, at carrying
heavy burden, and are more
industrious than other tribals in
Kalahandi. Even they often take
physical labour with pleasure.
They devote most of their time in
agriculture or in wage labour.
Agriculture is their primary
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source of income. Majority of
Gonds in the village own patta
land or they cultivate encroached
land which were earlier meant
for shifting cultivation. However,
due to recurrent droughts and
disappearance of forest cover in
the region many of the Gond
families have been impoverished
and marginalised.

In respect of social
organisation and cultural
patterns, the Gonds are more
advanced than other tribal
communities in Kalahandi. They
are divided into a number of
clans. Marriage within the same
clan is strictly prohibited. Child
marriage and adult marriage are
found at the same time in the
community. Today the
occurrences of child marriages
are rare. Cross-cousin marriage,
marriage by service and arranged
marriage by the parents are
common. In this community, the
system of  bride-price is
prevalent. It is paid in the form
of food-stuff, cash and
ornaments, as per one's financial
conditions. In marriage
ceremony, the more Hinduised
Gonds hire ritual services of the
Brahmins from adjoining caste
villages. While in case of the
primitive Gonds, their ‘Jani’
and Jhanlkar’ (traditional priest

and astrologer), performs the
rites. Marriage is one of their
greatest ceremonies | in  which

they tend to spend very lavishly.
As a result, most of the Gond
families were indebted in




Bhaisadani. Besides marriage
ceremony, they also spend a lot
beyond their affordable limit on
festivals every year. Feasting,
drinking alcohol, singing and
dancing are the main festive
forms the primitive Gonds enjoy
the most. While these pomp and
gaiety are gradually decreasing
in case of Hinduised Gonds,
reduction in their annual
agriculture and forest income is

another dominant factor that
prevails upon the tribal to
control their expenditure on

festivals and ceremonies.

The Gonds in the village
Bhaisadani worship a number of
deities i.e. Budha deo, Janga deo
and Linga deo. They also offer

rituals to some malevolent
deities, subsecribe to
superstitions and at times

appease those deities by offering
sacrifices of goat, hen pegion, pig
etc. Besides the tribal deities,
they also worship the God and
Goddesses of the Hindu
Pantheon. In act, some of their
festivals approaches to a large
extent to those of the Hindus i.e.
Dashera, Nuakhai, (Makar) etc.

Moreover, the Gonds too
observe birth and death
ceremonies along with marriage
ceremony as part of life cycles.
After the birth of a child, the
primitive Gonds observe several
rites to keep the child safe from
the evil spirits, Ghosts, devils
etc. While among the Hinduised
Gonds, all the rites are
performed as per Hindu customs
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but they do not forget to worship
their tribal deities at the same
time.

Death is considered in the
Gond community as pollutant
event. They believe in ‘Punar
Janma' (life after death). In
order to purify their community,
and to pay tribute to the dead
person, the Gonds observe
certain rites and perform rituals.
[t is believed that the polluting
effect of death lasts for three
days. Therefore, on the fourth

day they perform Tel-Ghar
(lighting oil-lamp) or Chhot

Karma (a small rite). On the 10"
day, they perform Dash-Kriya
(Duma Viya). After one year they
celebrate Bada-Karma (death
anniversary) for paying a tribute
their dead relatives as most
Hindus do. Until now they have
not been able to develop a
written codified language their
own. Their original dialect Gondi
has gradually been synchronised
into Oriya language - a language
of the Hindus which is itself a
by-product of Hindi or Sanskrit.
In fact, a study of their beliefs
and rituals related to death
ceremony reveals Hinduisation of
their culture.

Marrying out side Gond
community is perceived as an
anti-community activity by the
Dhangada Majhi or Puta (tribal
priest and astrologist
respectively) and is meted out
with punishment, Kani-Gudi or
excommunication. If such a
deviant person dies, his/her




family is punished with fine.
Then the community allows the
family to clear the dead.
Otherwise people don't co-
operate in the funeral rites.

During our field work in
the village Bhaisadani. Asharam
Majhi died (18" October, 1999)
during Diwali vacation. Following
description about the death
ritual and ceremonies in the
Gond community is based on our

observation and facts collected

from the villagers.

When a person dies in the
Gond society. One or two
members from every family of his
or her keeth and kin join in the
process of cremation. Otherwise,
the Dhangada Majhi and Phuta
don't allow to observe the rites.
Like the Hindus the dead body in
the Gond community is not given
bath. They only cover a new
white cloth on the dead and
carry it on a cot to the end of the
village where in a field the dead
bodies are burnt. While carrying
the mortal remains, one of the
relatives walks ahead and
spreads about one Kg. fried
paddy and some coins on the
way. All the women folks walk
crying. If the dead is an old

person. then a group of

musicians beat drums called as
Mara-Baja (a funeral music). In
the case of a young person's
death, then no drum is beaten.

At the cremation place, oil
with turmeric is smeared on the
body of the dead. Then people
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carry it and move from right to
left anti-clockwise around a bed
of dry woods. Like the Hindus,
the eldest son or grandson or
son-in-law or nephew of the
dead, after taking bath, fires the
dead with wood and from there
without looking back he comes
straight to his house. Then all
the members of the Gond
community who were in the
procession, add a wood each to
the dead or they put a handful of
soil on the dead, if it is buried.
There they pay tribute to the soul
of the dead.

After the cremation, all the
members and relatives come to
the house of the dead. All sit in
front of the house where bowl of
burnt wood is kept. Every one
sprays a little oil (Jada Tel)
through Neem leafl on the bowl
and pray to excuse them. It is
called as Duma Ganasaba (A
Condolence meeting or
Community prayer to the spirit
or soul of the dead). Finally, the
priests Dhangada Majhi and
Phuta spray a little of cow-urine
through some Dub grass on the
heads of members and purify
them in this way.

One important point to
note here is that the relatives
provide food to the dead's family
at least for three days. On the
third day, the relatives along
with the priests again go to the
spot of the dead-body and burn
the rest of the dead if left. Like
the Hindus, earlier the Gonds
were preserving a bone of the




dead to through into the Ganga
river. But this practice is not
continued any large.

CONCI.USION

Today no social category
has continued to have endowed
with all it's original nature or
characteristic features without
change. In fact, there has been a
dynamic process of mutual
sharing of each other's
properties. For instance, some
tribes have partly adopted the
patterns of living of the caste
peasants in different regions of
Indian peninsula. Thus, any
attempt to define the ‘peasants’
and ‘tribes’ in strict 'sense and
distinguish them from each other
will mislead the purpose. Rather
it would be worthwhile to
conceptually locate them in an
integrative social category called
as ‘tribal-peasantry’. On the
basis of our field work in a tribal
village —-Bhaisadani of Nawapara
district of Orissa, we have
derived seven main features of
the Gond peasants as follows :

i) The Gond peasants are
small producers. They produce
for fulfilling their subsistence
needs. Sometimes, they sell a
part of their products in the local
market in order to pay tax or
debt or to buy essential
commodities for their existence.

ii) They derive their livelihood
primarily from cultivation of land
(on the basis of ownership or
encroachment of land or share-
cropping or other forms of
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tenancy), but this does not
preclude the possibility of their
dependence on other sources of
income i.e forest produce, cattle
and poultry rearing, fishing,
hunting, artisan activities, or
scasonal wage labour.

iii) ~ They largely employ labour
of their own family members to
cultivate the land. Sometimes,
they exchange not only their
family labour but also their
simple traditional agricultural
lools and technology i.e. draught
animals, wooden plough, etc with
their neighbours.

iv) Their agricultural activities
have a direct link not only with
their surrounding natural
environment and cycle of
seasons but also with their
patterns of culture consisting of
beliefs, rituals and festivals.

v) They enjoy a low economic,
political and socio-cultural
status in view of domination
and exploitation by the
moneylenders, traders,
contractors and others who are
mostly from outside.

vi) ~ They constitute a specific
agrarian social structure, which
can be defined not only in terms
of  differential land-holding
pattern but also in respect of
superordination and
subordination relationship
between or among different

income group classes. The class

relations among the tribal
pcasantry are based on their
ownership and cultivation of




land (owned or encroached or
both)as well as on annual income
of the households from different
sources including cultivation.
Since their income level is very
low at subsistence level due to
backward economy, diminishing
access to forest resources,

natural calamities and other
man-made situational
constraints, the extent of

exploitation between classes in
tribal society is little visible.

vii) They have maintained an

autonomous local political
organisation, called as “Gaon
Panchayat’ which deals with

legal, political, socio-cultural
affairs at the village level. Even
within their village, each tribal
community has it's own
organisation e.g. The Gond
Samaj and the Paharia Samaj in
our study village-Bhaisadani.
Usually, members of upper
classes are found in the decision
making body of the organisation.
Recently, the strength of this
age-old organisation has been
increasingly weakened due to

introduction of formal
Panchayat-Raj system which is
constituted of members from
different class groups.

On the basis of our specific
empirical facts on the Gond
community as discussed above,
we  may  consider  ‘tribal-
peasantry'as  “a  ({ransitional
social | category; consisting of
small producers; who produce
mainly for their own
consumption through the
cultivation of their owned land or
encroached forest land or the
land to which they are somehow
atlached by contributing their
family labour; who cultivate with
the help of their traditional
simple tools and techniques;
whose agricultural activities are
significantly  linked to their
cultural traditions especially to
their Rituals and festivals
organised following a cycle of
seasons ; and those who hold low
social status like the non-tribal
peasants in a modern complex
society”.

Table No. -1.1

Community-wise Land Holding pattern By Different Farm Size Groups in
Bhaisadani Village in 1991-92

ST SC OoBC Total
IFarm Size Groups
17 : 2 19
I..L. - No Land (32.07) (66.66) (32.75)
(89.47) (10.52)
11 11
M.P. - | to 3 acres (20.75) (18.986)
(100.0)
25




4 1 1 06
S.BP.-3.1 to:5.acres (7.54) (50.0) (33.33) (10.34)
(66.66) (16.66) (16.66)
6 | 07
LL.M.P. -5.1 to 8 acres (11.32) (50.0) (12.06)
(85.71) (14.28)
k 12 12
U.M.P. -8.1 to 12 acres (22.64) (20.8)
(100.0)
2 02
LB.P. -12.1 to 22 acres (3.77) (20.6)
(100.0)
1 01
U.B.P. - 22 acres above (1.88) (1.7)
(100.0)
Total 53 2 3 58

Source : A Survey report of Lokdrusti 1993. p. 35.
Table No-1.2
Land Holding pattern in Bhaisadani Village in 1998-99

Farm Size Groups ST SC OBC T otal
Gond | Paharia
14 14 1 3
Landless Labourers |(28.57) |(70.0) (50.0) (100.0) | 32
(L.L.) - No Land (43.75) |(43.73) [(3.1) (9.3) (43.24)
' 28
(40..57)
(87..5)
: 19 5
Marginal Peasants (38.8) |(25.0) 0 0 24
M.P. - 1 to 3 acres (79.2) |(20. 8) (32.43)
24
(34.78)
(100.0)
4
Small Peasants (8.2) (0] 0 4
(SB) -- 3.1 to- 8|{100.0) (5.4)
| acres l
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5 1
Lower Middle | (10.2) (5.0) 0 0 6
Peasants (83.3) (16.6) (8.1)
(L.M.P)-5.1 to 8
acres

6

(8.6)

(100.0)
Upper Middle | 7
Peasants (14.2) 0 0 0 7
(U.M.P)-8.1to 12 | (100.0) (9.4)
acres

7

(10.14)

| (100.0)

Lower Big Peasants 1
(L.B.P)-12.1t022 0 0 (50.0) 0 1
acres (100.0) (1.3)

49 20 2 3 74

| Total | 69 | 2 | 3 | 74 |

Note and Source: Figures shown on the above Table No-2, are based on
our fieldwork in Bhaisadani village of Boden block, held in the month of

November 1999.

NOTE:- While looking at these
groups of land-holders by farm
size, some important points need
to be considered. These points

are.

a) This study is confined to a
tribal village in the inland

region;

b) Households in the village

are mostly tribals:

c)
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Almost all the house-holds
have encroached the
reserved forest land.
According to the Forest
Act, 1994, the forest areas,
which were earlier under
the control of tribals, are
treated by the Government
as “Reserved Forests”. It is
a fact that when the poor
tribals find difficulties to
survive without sufficient




d)

e)

means of livelihood, they f) The production system

have no alternative but to predominantly involves
encroach the ‘“reserved exchange of labour,
forest land”. Thus, the agricultural seeds etc. and

encroached land is seen by farm

the officials as that forest implements/instruments.
lands which have been
forcibly encroached upon
by the tribal peasants and
on which a peasant might
be farming but without a

g) Due to insufficient
agricultural production,
the peasants often opt for
working as wage labourer
or they migrate for

legal right. This Sutvival

phenomenon of :
encroachment is peculiar h)  Majority of households
to tribal regions. depend on forest products.

as their secondary source
of income to support their
families.

The tribal cultivators
largely: follow traditional
method of farming.

The village is situated on
foot-hills of the dry-land
area. Thus, the
productivity of land and
production of crops area
limited.

i} =~ The land, in this area, is
classified in government records
into 1) Bahal- low land; 2) Baheli

- or Berna - Medium Land; 3) Att-
up Land; 4) Mal-Black cotton
soil;: and 5) Bari-Homestead
yards.
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AN OVERVIEW OF TRIBALS

Dr. D.B.Shirole*

=

v

The tribals constitute a
unique stream of our national
life. There are a lot of
misconceptions about the tribal
people because of their different
ways and practices. The tribals

are small, homogenous, self- ~

contained and relatively isolated
communities residing in natural
habitats, spread all over the
country with some areas of large
concentration.

At one time practically
whole of India was inhabited by
tribals and in .ancient and
medieval times they were more
numerous and occupied a wider
area than at present. From the
earliest invasions they waged a
losing battle against the
advancing culture of the Aryans.
Most of the tribes are getting
gradually civilized some tribal
communities are knit together by
tribal customs into solid self-
supporting and self-sufficient
communities and  preserve
vestiges of ferocious and barbaric
traditions. In the Sanskrit
literature there are references to
the tribals as wild raiders. In

Ramayana and Mahabharata
epics they are mentioned as
Nishad, Shabar, Kirat and
Pulind.

The year 1993 was
declared as “The year of the
Aboriginals " by the U.N.O. to
focus attention of the developed
countries on the problems of the
tribals. The tribal people are
regarded as the oldest ethic
group of the Indian population.
They live in isolated areas as a
distinct group speaking their
own dialect. They follow
primitive occupations, such as
hunting, fishing, gathering of
forest produce and are
economically and educationally
backward. Tribals prefers a
primitive religion and observe
certain taboos in all walks of life.
They dress scantily.

The tribes numbering over
250 are spread over 21 States
and in Maharashtra there are 47
tribal communities. Tribals
constitute about 8% of the
Indian population, maximum
concentration is in North Eastern
area.

*Paediatrician, Shirole House, Opp. Ferguson College, Pune-411004




The tribal year starts with
a function to welcome rain. After
this the Mauva and Mango
celebrations. This is followed by
community hunting and fish
catching. There are many more
functions after the harvesting
season. Every tribal participates
in all these functions and the
chief of the tribe directs all
activities. All the disputes are
settled by the head of the tribe
and everybody obeys the verdict.

The tribals have very
simple food. They consume rice,
ragi, maize, beans, fruits and
tubers, honey, birds and
animals. They prepare wine from
rice, Mahuva flowers, dates and
palms. Drinking of wine is an
integral part of any celebration
like child birth, marriage or
death. Tribals dance very
enthusiastically and their
movements are very artistic on
the beats of the drums.

Tribal women have a place
of importance in tribal culture.
They have the freedom to choose
their life partners. If they are
unhappy in married life they can
ask for a divorce. Women have
property rights. Theyv are hard
working. They can conduct their
own delivery in sitting position
under the directions of a senior
tribal woman.

Tribals are known for their
art. They decorate the entrances
to their houses by artistic
woodwork. They erect beautiful

34

marriage poles and also prepare
mats from bamboo and grass.
Their tobacco containers are very
decorative and attractive. They
prepare lethal weapons for
protection and hunting.

The data on tribal health
and nature of treatment are
rather  scanty. Morbidity
patterns are yet to be established
on the basis of scientific survey
and research. Extreme poverty,
illiteracy, ignorance, infections,
infestations and superstitions
are the basic problems of the
tribals. Lack of clean water and
nutritious food are the two major
obstacles. Every now and then
one hears of diseases and deaths
in tribal pockets due to
malnutrition and communicable
diseases.

The Infant Mortality Rate
according to survey by non-
Government agencies is much
higher than governments official
figures. LM.R. was 132 and
child mortality rate ( 0-5 years )
was 209 per 1000 live births.

The prevalent diseases are
Malnutrition, ronchopneumonia,
Tuberculosis, Malaria, especially
cerebral malaria, gastroenteritis,
other diseases are leprosy,
sexually transmitted diseases
and fungal infections alongwith
parasitic infestations. Burns, fall
from tree, snake bite and wild
animal bites are known causes of
mortality and morbidity.




A high incidence of sickle
cell anemia and G 6 P D
deficiency exists in the tribals.
Study of sickle cell diseases in
Gadchiroli district by Kate et al
showed that Pardhan community
has 34% prevalence while Madia
gonds had 17%, Raj Gonds 10%,
Halba 14%.

High frequencies of sickle
cell anemia and G 6 P D
deficiency observed among the
tribals is a very delicate problem
and difficult to solve. It is
important to wunderstand the
socio-cultural dimensions of
health and disease. The factor
affecting the health of the tribals
are environmental factors like
improper housing, lack of safe
drinking water, poor sanitation
and personal hygiene in sanitary
disposal of human excreta and
other solid and liquid waste.
Deforestation and new law
regarding forests have affected
the tribals to a great extent.
Tremendous influence of
superstition is a great obstacle in
introducing new methods.

To the tribal mind the real
enemies of human health are
Gods and the dead. They feel

*

that the disease is caused by the
breach of some taboos or by
hostile spirits or the ghosts.
They attribute certain diseases to
deities like Sitala Mata. The
tribals depend upon the local
bhagats — quacks - for treatment
of many of the diseases. The
local herbal medicines are used
for the cure of certain diseases.
These are bone setters, snake
bite cures and others to attend to
the tribals. The dependence and

- confidence on the traditional
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medicine people are often
responsible for the non-
acceptance of modern medicine.
It is important to study the
socio-cultural dimensions of
health and family welfare. It is
essential for health workers to
have knowledge about the
culture of tribal people.

The overall development of
roads, schools, farming, health
care system is essential to
improve the lot of the tribals.
Simultaneously, measures to
improve the socio-economic
condition must be undertaken so
that tribals can afford a
nutritious diet and hygienic
surroundings.

*




NEED ASSESSMENT OF TRIBAL FARMERS ABOUT
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION BY USING
INDIVIDUAL TECHNIQUE

M.K.Rathod*, P.O.Ingle**

INTRODUCTION

Melghat is a scheduled area
and main resident of this area are
Korkus- a  Scheduled Tribe
community. Nearly 75 per cent
tribal population is concentrated in
Melghat. Their main occupation is
agriculture, which is under
rainfed conditions. In Melghat
average annual rainfall is 1100 to
1350 mm, which is erratic in
nature and unevenly distributed.
Despite  of sufficient average
rainfall. Korku farmers are not
able to achieve the required crop
productivity due to the heavy soil
erosion with rain water in this hilly
terrain. Continuous erosion from
many years resulted in poor
quality of land. It needs to
rehabilitate by conserving soil and
water for sustainable tribal
agriculture. Serious efforts were
started from 1992 by
implementing the soil and water
conservation  activities  under
various watershed development
programmes of Government and
NGOs. But, still Korku farmers are
not able to produce sufficient
production from agriculture.
Hence, this study was emphasized

on need assessment of Melghat
tribals about soil and water
conservation.

METHODOLOGY

The present study was
conducted in Dharni Panchayat
Samiti of Melghat, District
Amravati, From the aforesaid
locale, 20 watershed villages were
selected purposively. From all the
selected villages, 15 tribal farmers
from each village were randomly
selected. In total 300 tribal farmers
were selected and personally
interviewed. For the purpose 25
key informants working in the
Melghat watershed area were
contacted and discussed the needs
of tribal farmers about soil and
water conservation.

For assessing the needs of
tribal farmers about soil and water
conservation, Individual Technique
of need assessment as suggested
by Me Caslin and Tibezinda (1997)
was used. Individual Technique
includes face-to-face interviews,
key informant interviews,
questionnaires, personal
observation.

and

*Training Associate, KVK. Jalgaon (J)
**Professor and Head.Dept. of Extension Education.
Dr. PDKV, Akola (M.S.)
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INFORMAL INTERVIEW

"This technique is
appropriate when dealing with less
literate audiences or complex issue
for which there is little available
information". In the present study,
need of tribals about soil and
water conservation was assessed
by asking them both structured
and unstructured questions about
actual position  and what they
want about the soil and water
conservation in their fields.

KEY INFORMANTS

"Key informants are people
who are considered experts in a
given area because of their
professional knowledge or their

position of influence in the
community or organization".
Key informants in this

study were Agricultural Assistant,
Agricultural Supervisor,
Agricultural Officer of State
Department, Gramsevak and the
employee of NGOs. working in soil
and water conservation in the
same area. All these key
informants were interviewed and
the needs were assessed on the
basis of their experience about the
respective tribal holdings. The
official who work in the study area
are well verse with the topography
of land and other soil and water
conservation problems of the
concerned tribal and hence their
help proved be immensely
important in need assessment.
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INFORMAL PERSONAL
OBSERVATIONS

Valuable need assessment
data often are gathered through
informal observations by the
investigator. While surveying the
fields of respondent tribals,
observations about the need of soil
and water conservation practices
and other watershed development
activities was assessed. The field
situation was personally observed
with this intention.

QUESTIONNAIRES
This need assessment
technique tends to be more

structured by phone, mail, or in

group settings. Questionnaires are

commonly administered in
developed countries by conducting
telephone interviews and mail
services, however in developing
countries like India they are rarely
administered in this manner,
because of non availability of
telephones in rural areas and low
literacy percentage. Hence,
questionnaire technique was not
used for need assessment in
present study. '

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Needs of Melghat tribals about
soil and water conservation

Need refers to  something
considered necessary or required
regarding to accomplish a purpose.
Assessment of target group needs
regarding SWC might be helpful in
planning and development of




watershed programme. In present were assessed from the
research, needs of Melghat tribals respondents and has been
about soil and water conservation presented in Table 1.
Table 1
Need of the Korku tribals about soil and water conservation.
Sr. Need about SWC Respondents | Per cent
No. (n=300)
1 |More numbers of IBS 177 59.00
2 [Terracing 170 56.67
3 |Fields free from boulders 135 45.50
4 |Diversion drains 121 40.33
5 |Cement plug 111 37.00
6 |Rehabilitation of existing activities 101 33.67
7 |Rehabilitation of ill drained soil 91 30.33
8 |Embankment between nala and fields 79 26.33

From Table 1, it is observed
that majority of respondents (59%)
from all the villages have expressed
need of more loose boulder
structure in their fields. It was
observed in study area that all
respondents had adopted the loose
boulder structure, even though
more than half of total respondents
wants more LBS on their fields. It
indicates the severity of soil and
water erosion through gullies and
also its need in Melghat area.

In Melghat area hilly and

undulated lands are predominant. .

In this type of topography large
amoun{ of soil and water lost
through gully and gradually
increases the size of gullies and
also increases the losses. In
Melghat area efforts were made by
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the Government agencies to check
the soil and water erosion and level
the eroded fields by implementing
the LBS. But, the magnitude of
LBS in the study area was found to
be relatively less as compared to
it's requirement. Hence, it is
necessary to implement more
number of LBS in Melghat area.

[t is difficult to cultivate
crop on the steep slope and in
contrast to the situation tribal
farmers  cultivate the crop
traditionally on the slope. It affects
the quality and quantity of
agricultural production of Korku
tribals. Hence 56.67 per cent
Korku respondents expressed the
need of terracing. It was observed
that no one could individually
adopted terracing in the study




area, because it is costly and
highly technical practice. In fact it
is very effective practice in-situ soil
and water conservation. It also
facilitates easy cultivation by
leveling the sloppy land through
terracing. Terracing check the fast
flow of water and allow to percolate
in the soil profile, increase fertility
of soil and consequently helps to
increase the agricultural
production of Melghat tribal.
Farming on hills was observed
nearly in all the villages of study
area, hence terracing is found to be
an important need of all Korku
farmers.

Due to continuous soil
erosion from many years, boulders
from the sub surface of soil came
out on the surface and quality of
land has become inferior. This type
of eroded land was observed in
many villages, but its severity was
observed in Kara, Kotha, Ghota
and Jutpani villages. This type of
land has created the obstacles in
cultivation of crops and
intercultural operations. Therefore,
the crop yield in this area was
found to be very low. Hence, nearly
45.50 per cent respondents had
expressed to make the fields free
from boulders in addition to other
soil and water conservation
measures.

In Melghat area, fields of
many Korku farmers are on the
base of hills. In rainy season rain
water flowing from the hills enter
the fields and damaged the
standing crop by water logging.
Some of the Korku farmers made
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indigenous diversion drain, but
they were not efficient to check the
flow of water. Under WDP some
diversion channels were prepared
by State Department. but not
much to the satisfaction of the
tribals. Diversion drains assist to
utilize the rainwater and also to
drained off the excess water.
Hence, it is necessary to prepare
more diversion drains in Melghat
area. This has been expressed by
40.33 per cent tribal respondents.

Nearly about 37.00 per cent
respondents expressed need of
cement plugs. Cement plug is very
efficient nala  bund, which
effectively conserve and store the
proper quantity of water in its
catchment area. It also helps to
recharge the ground water and
increase the level of wells. It is very
costly technology, which required 1
to 2 lac rupees for one C.P. Hence,
number C.P. made in the study
area were very less and also very
low adoption was observed.
Considering its benefit most of
Korku tribals from the villages of
NWDPRA had expressed the need
of C.P.. but it is included only in
IWDP because of high cost.

Fields of tribal farmers
attached to the catchment area of
nala bunds were affected by water
logging problem, because edges of
nala in catchment area were
broken with the pressure of water,
and most of water then logged in
the farmers field. Thus. some area
of field was lost due to the ill-
drained soils. Therefore, 26.33
and 30.33 per cent respondents




expressed the need to prepare
embankment between nala and
fields and rehabilitation of ill-
drained soil respectively. Affected
situation was observed mainly in
villages viz. Gobargahu. Chipoli,
Chakarda of NWDPRA and
Tembhali, Jutpani, Bobdo.
Pankhalya of IWDP.

Under WDP many SWCPs
were implemented by State Dept.
of Agriculture. These SWCPs were
damaged due to some natural
factors. And have not maintained
by the Korku tribals because of
lack of resources, lack of
manpower low level of knowledge,
poor economic condition and most
important is their traditionalism.
It was observed from the reports of
State Dept. that 341 numbers of
existing measures was repaired
during VIt FYP, but repaired
measures was not actually
observed in the study area,
therefore physical condition of
some SWCPs was worst. Hence,
33.67 per cent respondents were

expressed the need of
rehabilitation of damaged
practices.

These all above are the

needs expressed by Melghat tribal
farmers about SWCPs. But
according to employees of
developmental agencies working in
watershed area of  Dharni
Panchayat Samiti and personal
observations of study area, in
addition following important needs
of Korku farmers about SWC were
identified.

1. Contour cultivation
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Across the slope sowing

Agro-horticulture

2
3
4. Vetiver bunds
5 Vegetative filter strips
6

Farm ponds

In study area it was
observed that, even after the
obstinate recommendation of

across the slop sowing for in-situ
soil and water conservation, it was
not adopted by many of the Korku
respondents. Hence, it is necessary
to peruse the Korku farmers for
across the slope sowing. Most of
the cultivable area of Melghat is
hilly and undulated, where across
the slope sowing is also difficult
because of varied elevations of the
fields. In such cases, contour

cultivation, is relatively effective
practice. By considering the tribal
condition, river bunds are
relatively very cheap and
compatible.

Vegetative filter “strips are
practicable and feasible from
tribals' point of view. It is very
effective for in-situ -soil and water
conservation and requires no cost
for its implementation. It is well
known that tribals are
economically very. poor, therefore
agro-horticulture  system can
provide food grains as well as gives
economic support. These practices
are also recommended in dry land
area for SWC. In high erosion
intensity areas like Melghat, most
of the rainwater is drained off and
it can be properly utilized by
storing it in the farm ponds.
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All these practices are
location specific, but its adoption
was found to be practically nil or
extremely low. Hence, watershed
experts working in the study area

REFERENCES
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proposed . to adopt aforesaid
practices to overcome the loses
due to soil and water erosion and
for improvement of socio-economic.
status of tribals of Melghat.

(1997). Assessing Target Group

Needs. Improving Agricultural Extension. A Reference Manual. FAO. : 39-4
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HALAKKI VOKKALU : A TRIBE IN TRANSITION

*S.V.Hittalmani, **Kaveri Gurav

Halakki Vokkalu are
known as the earliest settlers of
the coastal regions of Uttara
Kannada district in Karnataka
State.  Their way of life, their
own traditional customs, social
structure and function reveal
that they have descended from a
primitive culture. Today, though
they are not totally left with their
age-old traditions, to a certain
extent, there are changes in their
material culture, clothing and
day-to-day activities. = Halakki
Vokkalu say that, they form a
community but they are now
fighting for tribal status, as they
are well aware of the facilities
and provisions given by the
Government to any tribal people.
Despite it is approximate to fix
them under the category “the
tribe in transition”. Since these
people refer themselves as
belonging to “Halakki Samaj” i.e.
‘Halakki Community’ in this
paper they are referred so.

Geographically there are
seven chief regions in Uttara
Kannada district, consisting of
169 villages in which the Halakki
Vokkalu are found. These are

namely Karwar, Ankola,
Kumbargadde, Gokarna,
Nursikote, Harite and

Chandavar. Their settlements lie
between Western slope of
Sahyadri and the Arabian Sea
with Kali river in the North and
river Sharavati in the South.

There is no adequate
information regarding the origin
of these people and the
knowledge about their origin is
lacking among them. According
to Madras census report (1901)
the term ‘Okkaliyan” which is a
Tamil synonym: of Kannada term
‘Vokkaliga' has been described as
Canarese cultivators, originally
belonged to Mysore and is found
mainly in Madras and
Coimbatore (Thurston,1909). In
Bombay Gazetteer (1884) while
referring to ‘Halakki Vokkalu' it
has been mentioned that “in
Mysore a large class of
husbandmen bear the same
calling. They seem to be
among the earliest settlers on the
coast. They have lost all
traditional connections with
Mysore but a trace perhaps

*Reader in Anthropology, Karnatak University, Dharwad-580003
**Research Officer, Gates Foundation, Bangalore.
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~ called ‘Halakki Vokkalu'.

remains in the worship of
Venkataramana of Tirupati. It
has been mentioned that, they
bear a strong resemblance and
appear to be a branch of
Halvokkals of Mysore who rank
first among the  Vokkalu
communty”. From the above
notions the origin of Halakki
Vokkalu can be traced to the
southern region of Karnataka
State.

There are different versions
regarding the derivation of the
name. In Bombay Gazetteer
(1884) it has been pointed out
that the word ‘Halakki’ comes
from the Canarese ‘Halu' i.e.
milk and ‘akki’ i.e. rice, the
people of this community are
In this
regard Bhat (1982) highlights the
close association of owner-labour
relation between ‘Having
Brahmans' and Halakki Vokkalu
of Utara Kannada.

The body color of Halakki
Vokkalu varies from brown to
dark brown. Stature is medium.

They possess australoid features

with small head, slanting
forehead, prominent  cheek
bones, flat nose and projecting
jaws. Men are muscular with
broad shoulders. Women leave
long hair. Halakki Vokkalu have
no language of their own. They
speak a corrupt form of Kannada
in their own accent and call it as
‘Vokkalu Bhashe'.

R-745
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Their traditional occupa-
tion is husbandry (Campbell,
1983). But at‘present, very
rarely we see them practicing it.
Majority of them, now work as
labourers in the fields of higher
caste landlords and very few of
them their own land. It has been
reported that, the people having
their own land grow three crops
annually. The important crops
are groundnut, paddy and millet.
Secondary source of  income
includes preparation of bamboo

- mats and working as labourers

in road construction etc.

"Different types of houses
are seen in the Halakki villages.
Those are of mud, thatched
roofs, factory tiled houses and
few RCC houses. The staple food
of these people is rice and ragi
(millet) ‘Ganju’ which is prepared

by wusing boiled rice cooked
regularly. During fairs and
festivals, ‘payasa’ (sweet) is

prepared using the ingredients
like rice, milk and sugar. Their
regular meal consists of rice, fish

and sometimes  vegetables
instead of fish.
The traditional dress of

men consists of a ‘head scarf a
loin cloth and a shoulder cloth.
The blanket is used as rain
guard during the rainy season.
Today, majority of them are
found in shirts, pants and half
pants. Halakki women wear sari
upto knee length and take it to
the upper portion to cover the




chest. They do not wear either
underskirt and blouse. Their
neck wear consists of a large
number of strings of glass beads
of various colours, mainly black,
called as ‘manisara’ which cover
the neck and shoulder portion.
This signifies their community.
The boys and girls of the
community are seen in common
dresses like shirts pants, half
pants, skirts and blouses etc.

‘Halakki Vokkalu' observe
life cycle rituals like pregnancy,

birth, marriage and death
ceremonies: As regards ritual
. pollution and purity,
mensurating women are

considered to be impure for five
days in the month.

According to their custom,
dead bodies of the married
persons are buried and those
that of unmarried and pregnant
women are burnt. When the sign
of death appears clearly ‘Das’ or
an elderly person calls out the
name of Govinda/Hari, that is
the name of their patron God,
‘Venkatramana'. Later the body
is given bath and covered with
shroud and finally taken to the
burial ground.

Generally, ‘Halakki
Vokkalu' live in the isolated
villages. There are villages
wherein we find only the

dwellings of these people and in
some villages they live along with
other caste people. But in such
villages we find the separate
localities of Halakki Vokkalu
called as ‘Koppa'. It has been
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noticed that they have a strong
community organisation and
they show tendency towards
preserving their age old
traditional values, beliefs and
practices.

‘Halakki Vokkalu' belong to
Hindu religion and  their
traditions and customs are more
or less similar to any Hindu
community. They specify their
caste by the term ‘Vokkalu' that
is ‘Vokkalu Jati'.
Venkataramana of Tirupatti is
being worshipped by them as
their patron God along with
‘Hanuman’' of Chandavar, which
is located near the town, Kumta
of their own district. They also
worship the deities which are
represented by their clans.

In the past, Halakki

. Vokkalu had councils both at

village level and regional level for
the smooth running of
administration and to maintain
social and religious discipline in
the community. The village
council was called as ‘Oora
Koota’ Disputes in the village
were settled in these 'Kootas’ by
village headman along with
elderly persons of the village.

Though the disputes are
settled and the problems are
solved, it has been reported that,
people nowadays take the
serious cases to the police, but
rarely to the taluk courts. Even
though such a change has
occurred in these years, however,
the structure of °‘Koota’ has
remained as it was in the past.




At the district level there is
an organisation called ‘Halakki
Vokkaligara Sangha * which was
started about twenty five years
ago, with the intention to work
for the welfare of the community.
The funding for the organization
is made by the people of the
community.

Growing interest in the
present day politics is one of the
major changes found in the
community. This awareness is

REFERENCES

due to the contacts of the youth
with the politicians. In the year
1984 and in 1989 two candidates
were elected for Vidhansabha on
Janata Party and Congress Party
tickets. Nowadays considerable
number of representatives from
this community are seen in Zilla
Parishad, Taluk Parishad and
Grampanchayats. This clearly
shows that nowadays ‘Halakki
Vokkalu' people have developed
considerable political awareness.
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and mortality components
following (Crow 1958) the index
of opportunity for selection was
calculated to see the selection
potentia:. of 131 mothers who
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The Fertility and Mortality
Components Iy and I,,, are 0.3118
and 0.2518 respectively. Fertility
component exceeds mortality
component. The index of




SELECTION INTENSITY AMONG THE VALMIKI : A
SCHEDULED TRIBE OF SHIMOGA DISTRICT,
KARNATAKA

*S.V. Hittalmani & **T.T.Basavanagouda

opportunity for selection hence the selection is operating
calculated for Valmiki is 0.7110. more through differential fertility
It shows that ‘among Valmiki the than differential mortality.
fertility component is higher’ and :
e Table 2
Selection intensity in Indian populations (Crow’'s Method 1958)
Group Author Year L ] . | 1/ps I
Duole Bagai (A Talukdar 1971 0.250 0.386 0.482 | 0.732
village group)
Dule Bagadi (10 Talukdar 1971 0.266 0.393 0.497 | 0.763
village group) 2
Northern Pahira Basu 1967 0.815 0.175 0.318 | 0.133
Southern Pahira | Basu 1967 0.529 0.137 0.209 | 0.788
Southern Pahira Il Basu 1967 0.484 0.137 « | 0.203 | 0.687
Kota Basu 1970 0.445 0.638 0.922 | 1.367
Pardhans Murthy & | 1977 N.A. N.A. N.A. 1.181
Ramesh
Kolam Murthy | & | 1977 N.A. N.A. N.A. 0.856
Ramesh
Rajgonds Murthy & | 1977 N.A. N.A. N.A. 0.724
Ramesh
Tili Talukdar 1983 0.199 0.316 0.379 | 0.578
Jele Talukdar 1983 0.218 0.310 0.378 | 0.596
Varendra Brahmins | Talukdar 1983 0.182 0.378 0.447 | 0.629
Varendra Kayastha Talukdar 1976 0.169 0.360 0.421 | 0.590
Kayastha Choudury N.A. N.A. N.A. 0.621
Muslim Chakravarty | 1976 0.43 0.41 N.A. 0.86
Muslim Barua 1976 N.A. N.A. N.A. 0.919
(Consanguineous
Marriage)
Muslim (Non- Barua 1976 N.A. N.A. N.A. 0.919
Consanguineous
Marriage)
Millia Sahu 1976 N.A. N.A. N.A. 0.956
Mahes-waris Gandhi 1978 0.2898 | 0.2631 0.554
Note: N.A. = No. Available

observed in other non-tribal

Table 2 presents the communities.
selection  intensities  among The fertility component
different Indian populations. 0.3118 which is higher than the
The Valmikis' selection intensity mortality component of 0.2548
of 0.7110 is near equal to the has resulted in a very higher
range observed in other tribal index of opportunity for selection
populations and lower the range compared to other tribal

populations of India.
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'TRIBAL RESEARCH & TRAINING INSTITUTE’S
PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

1. An Overview of Tribal Research studies Rs.100=00
2. Socio cultural Dynamics of Tribal Development Rs.19=00
Q Strategies for Promotion & Propogation of Tribal Rs.50=00

Art and Handicrafts

4, Tribal Research Bulletin Annual subscription Rs.100=00
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TRIBAL RESEARCH BULLETIN
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Tribal Research & Training Institute,
Maharashtra State, Pune - 411 001.

STt

T

Tribal Research Bulletin is a bi-annual
bulletin published in March and September.
Contributors can contribute  articles
pertaining to various aspects related to tribal
life, culture and development.

I

Guidelines for Contributors :

The manuscripts to be published in this
Bulletin should be type written in double
space on one side of the paper and carefully
edited for matter as well as language and
corrected for any typing errors. The matter
should be organised under suitable
headings. Tables should be preferrably
incorporated in the body of the paper with
relevant interpretation. Charts and maps
should be in black and white only.

Manuscripts are not returned.

P T

The views expressed by the authors do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Government, and the editor is not |
responsible for the views expressed by the )
authors.

The contributors will be given 2 reprints and
two copies of the Bulletin.

All correspondence should be addressed to |
the Commissioner, Tribal Research and |

Training Institute, 28, Queen's Garden, Pune
411 001.

Registration No.RN-37/438/79
FORM IV
(See Rule 80)

: 28, Queen's Garden
Pune 411 001.

1. Place of
Publication

2. Periodicity of : Bi-annual
Publication
3. Printer's Name : Manager

Photozinco Press,
Pune 411 001.

Nationality : Indian 5
Address : Photozinco Press,
Pune 411 001.
4. Publisher's :Shri Y.P.S.Tomar
Name LLA.S.
Nationality : Indian
Address : 28, Queen's Garden
Pune 411 001.
5. Editor's - : Shri Y.P.S.Tomar
Name LLA.S.
Nationality : Indian
Address : 28, Queen's Garden

Pune 411 001.

I, Y.P.S.Tomar hereby declare that
the particulars given above are true to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

Shri Y.P.S.Tomar
Commissioner
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' Cost of Single copy Rs.50/-
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