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INTRODUCTION

mu_lg Department of Labour, Social Welfare and Tribal Welfare of

Gujarat Government had urged upon the Tribal Research and

| ; Training Institute, which is run by Gujarat Vidyapith to under-
take the Ethnographic studies of the most backward tribes of

Gujarat State, namely Kathodi, Kolgha, Padhar, Siddis and Dangi

Bhils and to chalkout special programmes for their developments

£
—

Accordingly the report>were prepared and submitted to the >
concerned departmentse It was then decided to undertake such

study on 'Warli' tribe, inhabitating in Dharampur and Vansda
taluka of Valsad districte This report is result of the above-

mentioned studye

Warlis are mostly concentrated in Dharampur, Vansdsa,

Umargaon and Dange. However, Warlis of Dharampur and Vansda are

the main targets of this study because in these two talukas their

status is very vulnerable and they fall much below the poverty

lines For nearly half of the year, they get cutoff from the main

populatiocne 1The inhabitatants of forests and hillocks as well as
% those staying near riverg and streamulates leads their lives in
absolubely primitive conditionse The data about their historical
background, as well as the data about thelr social, economic
and religious life, which is presented in this report is based
on the field investig?ij&ans done in this area. & sincere effort
has been made to defiet in correct picture of their miserable
poverty in this reporte. The poverty of Warlis isf'ablatant facte ©

— Theit—economic backwardnesse It is indeed very difficult to

express the pangs of pﬂverty4%2 words, however sincere efforts
have been made to represent‘_, “he hard facts of their poverty in
this report. Since ages they are leading the life full of utter
scarcities and thus poverty has become the salient feature of

thelr culture. An honest endevour has been made to sa];ve their

daily problems by making viable suggestions for their upliftment,

We are grateful to Becretary Shri Rathod and Joint Secretary
Shri Rangadurai, of Labour, Socigl Welfare and Tribal Development
department for allowing us to undertake this study and giving

us in needful financial assistancee

This report was prep-ared under the able guidance of Dre
TeBellaik, the Director of Tribal Research and Training Institute.
He has taken keen interest at every levele. Fe had personally come
to Silgha and surrounding villages and rendered the valuable
suggestions during the fieldwork as well as for report writing.
We are indeed very grateful for his direct and indirect guidance

at every stagee
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I am highly obliged to shri shankerbhai Fatel, Shri Jaswant sinh
Rathod and Shri Gulabbhai Patel for helping me in my field worke I
am also obliged to wWarli leaders as well as to the host families,
who not only treated me as a family member but also helped me in
collecting data for m the studye Last but not the least, 1 owe
gratitude to various taluka officers for giving active cooperation
in geting the ﬁecessary information for the studye. I am thankful to
Mrs, Kokilaben Jagdishbhai sShah for translating this report into
Englishe

The necessary data was collected by applying scientific research
met hodse As mentioned before, most of the field work is done in the
villages situated in forest region of Dharampur taluka as well as
in the remote villages situated in the hilly reggﬁ?es: With the
exception of few Kolcha families these villages were inhabited by
Warlis onlye In all, six villages were selected, and 50 peCcent
families of these six villages were selected for the surveye
Initially the lists of total house-holds of the villages were
prepared and out of this list 50 percent households were selected
for the sample surveye Out of these selected families, few
families had migrated in search of labour a:d hence they were
omitted from the prepared list, as it was not possible to contact
theme As far as Vansda taluka is concerned, warlis cohabit with
other tribes as well as with non-tribalse So only two villages were
saelected from Vansda taluka and only 100 families were enlisted for
the data collectione.

The information about the mumber of households from the

selected villages is as follows:

Di st ribution of total families, total Warlis family
and surveyed families in different seledted villages

8 maiuia Selected  Total ‘Total No.OE
NOo villages No.of Noe.Of surveyd
families Warli families
families

le Dharampur Silgha 285 280 122

2o " Pendhardevi 101 101 52

3e . Aastol 100 100 50

4. " Ket aki 48 48 20

Be . Ekalera 92 92 36

6o » Umali 24 24 10
BOPAL « &+ 00y sins sels 650 645 290

7. Vansda Khambhal a 281 95 60

Se " Ambapani 124 47 40
TOTAL e s s § 980 3¢9 e 65o0 405 142 100
GRAND TQTALes ¢sessescve 1055 787 80—

— ——

390
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As secen from the table, 45 percent of the households were
selected from Dharampur taluka, while 70 per cent of the households
were selected from Vansda taluka for the surveye In all 390
families were selected for the study. Thus out of 8 wvillages, 49.5
percent of the households were covered for the data collection.
Besides these 8 villages, 'varlis®' of Dangs as well as of Umergaon
were contacteds Certain written data and historical data was
collected by refering to the relavant literature £rom the librarye.
Participation-obervation method was also applied during the
fieldworke These 390 households were personally contacted and the
data regarding their family life as well as about economic life
was recorded on the prepared questionnairre., Personal interviews
of local leaders, Patil, Karbhari, Kathia and of old responsible
people of the selected villages were taken Dy the fieldworkers.
Local Government Officers, as well as certain non-tribals ard of
the other local tribes were al so contacted to get the information
about the religious as well as socio-economic life of Warlise. An
assessment was made of their present daily needs and of their
future needs by such interviewse. As mentioned above certain
objective and largely quantitative data was gathered through
questionnaires. We are happy to say that we could establish an
excellent rapport with Warlis. So it was easy for us to know about
their social interaction and as we participated with them in
certain ®ARg social and relicious occasions, we could observe their
daily life from very close cornerse 1t was possible for us to have
photographs of their certain peculiar ceremonies as well as

activitiese

U
It is hoped that this stpdy would help in creating a better

uncerstanding of Warlis as well as in planning proper development

)
schemes for thelr betterment,

As these Warlis live in mountanious areas of Dharampur ard
Vansda, they are known as 'Dungri' Warlis., As such 8% there is no
separate existance of Dungri warli tribe.



CHAPTER-1

THE SETTING

The Warli, which has more than one lakh of population , is
considered an important tribe amongst the tribes of Gujarat. They
prefer to stay in hilly and remote forest areas, so mostly they
remain cut off from the main population and hence been able to
',Egg;i:ﬂtheir primitive organisatione One can't help being attracted
towards this "primitive character" of Warlis culture,

The imhabitation of Warlis tribe can be found in Maharaghtra
and Gujarat in Indiaes In Gujarat they are found in Umargaon,

Dharampur, Vansda taluka in Valsad district and Dang district,.
These areas are situated near Maharashtra bordere.

This taluka which consists of 237 villages is situated in the
east in Valsdd district geographically, it is devided into two
partse There are 41 villages in the area near the foot of the
mountaineous region and is known as talat, The area consists of
70, 843 acrese The so0il, here is sandye Rice, Kodra and Nagli can be
grown hereo The population are consists of Dhodia tribeo

The other region is known as mounteneous regione The land here
is quite rocky and so it requires lots of human efforts to grow

anything over heree Offcource, most of the area is covered with =g

forests and fullyx of small stremuletses The main population consists
of Warli and Konknase, The taluka lies between 2@° north latitude
and 73° east latitude,

Dharampur taluka has in nr::rth} River Aauranga, Chikhli and
Vansda taluka, in south Nagar Haveli and Nasik district of Mahara-
shtra State and in West has Valsad district.

Dharampur district is spread in 1650 sg.kilo meters and has
403942 acres of land, Out of that only 552 acres of land is
cultivable and has the irrigation facility, while 140058 acres of
land f£all into the category of uncultivable lande The forest area
consists of 174901 acres. The other cultivable but barren land
consists of 296359 acres of lande 58738 acres of land classified as
uncultivable &k#ER land. The average rainfall 250 ceme. The main
crops are Nagli, Rice and Kodra

Kumbghat, Mohgadh, Luheri, Peria, Bopi, Gar, Pilao, MNimno,
Astol, Kastol, Wilson hill are the main hillocks in the taluka.
There are various other hillocks alsoe

A,
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Rivers

Man, Tan, Auranga, Par, Kolak and Damanganga are the main
rivers in the taluka. Besides, there are many stremulates in
the regione

Most of the region is covered with natural forestse. The woods
are mainly used for fuel and construction. Forests products
consists of honey, gum, mahuda, doli, laccquer etce Coal producing
is aldo quite commone The forests are inhabited by wild animals
like tiger, wolf, bear, fox as well as deers, rabbits etce

L

L}"llﬂw Silgl':;"\ Pindhardevi, Eklera, Ketki, Umli and Astol are the
six villages selected for the study. They are in cthe range of 40
keme from DharampuXe Ihese villages are situated on the flat lands
of hilly regionse. Each village has the area of 3 to 5 keme One can
see the scattered falias of mostly Warli population on the flat
lands of this hilly area, Various rivers and streams pass through
these villages.

No connecting road exists between these villages. 3ilgha
village is 18k .me away from Kaparada and 14 ke.me from Mandwa. In
monsoon, river Kolak gets flooded and thus the area gets
disconnected. Bus transportation is resumed after February and
continues till the staring of rains. Truck trangportg for

transferfing the woods from forest also gets totally stopped till
the rivers and streams get to their normal water levele There

are no other modes of transport. Even travelling by foot becomes
difficult during monsoone

The geographical situation is such, that the people can not
have much communication with the main populatione The aresa doesn't
have a stationery market from where one can buy the daily necessis
tiese The purchasing is done at periodical Hats at Silgha, Mandwa
and Lavkar,

Vansda was a princely kingdom before the independence and now
it is made a taluka. In north it have Mahuva and Vyara taluka of
Surat districte In east has Nasik district of Maharaghtra State and
Dang districte And in west it has Chikhli taluka. The main rivers
are Kaveri and Kharera while Yajmangadh, Torania and Pilwo are

main hillse The eastern side is absolutely hilly and one can find
quite a few wild animal s there,

The average rainfall is 200 cms. The land is rockye The main

crop is rice, nagli, kodra and cereals are arown on hilly regionse

Vansda taluka has 94 villages, out of which 17 villages an
inhabited by warlis,

These villages are mogtly near the border of
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the Dangs and hence they also live in same envippnments of
deep forests and hilly regione |

warlis mostly stay on the border area of Gujarat and
Maharashtra and though they live in different States they maintain

eAvyn LA plé

e social relations amongst the fellow tribesmen.

Comparatively Umargaon has in highest Warli population but
then the land is plain and does not have forests or hillocks.
Inspite of that their economic life is not better than of the
Warlis of Dharampul,

THE POPULATION OF WARLLI IN INDIA

Year Population

1931 20650t~ L2967 g
1941 1,53,508 1.53:50%
1961 3,74,184

1971 4,61,559

Cne\c see firom the table that ept 1941, the wWarli
populatioff has grogn with times. ARe decrease population
in 1941 /can be attributed £o the immigration by Some Warlis.

The comparative figures of Warli population in 1961 and 1971¢

State 1961 1971 Increase
Maharashtra 2, 43,980 2, 93,941
Guja-rat 97,710 1, 26,108 29,06
Goa=Div—Daman - 491
Dadara Nagar Haveli32, 494 41,017
Karnatak - 2

3,74,184 4,61,559 23,35

The above figures show that the total Warli population has
increased by 23.35 percent during the decade, while in Gujarat
it has increased by 29.06 percent,

The Warli population in Gujarat is arround 1, 26,108 and it
forms 3.38 percent of total tribal population of Gujarat. Val sad
district is the main centre of wWarli populatione. However, they
are also scattered in different districts of the Statee. The
district-wise population is as followss
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DISTRICT-WISE POPULATION OF WARLIS

SrelNoe Digtrict Population Percentage
1. Dangs 12,688 1007
20 val sad 1,12,975 89459
3. Surat 173 00.14
4de Bharuch 10 0001
Se Panchmahal 210 ODel6
Ge Sabarkantha 6 -
Te Banaskantha 6 -
Be vadodara 38 00«03
Qe Mahesana 2 -
1, 26, 108 100400

As seen from the above table out of nine districts having
Warli population, Valsad has the maximum Warli population
(89.59%)¢ The second is Dangs (10.07%)e While the remaing
districts have insignificant numberss

The population of Warlis in different talukas of Val sad
district is as follows:

TALUKA-WISE WaARLTI POFULALION

Sr.to.  Ialuka Fopulation Percentage
le Val sad 348 00«31
2e Pardi 1,173 1.04
3¢ Umarg am 32,757 ¢ 28499
4, Gandevi 61 Qs05
Se Nav sari 99 0+09
Ge Chikhali 825 0e73
Te Vansada 9,571 Be 47
Be Charampur 68,141 60632
TOTAL 1,122,975 10000

It is evident that Dharampur taluka has the maximum Warli
population (60e32%)e While Umargam rates second (28.99%) and
Vansda taluka rates third (8e.47%)e The other talukas have
meagre number Se

Thus the Warlis stay in mountaineous regions of Dharampur
and Vansda talukae In Dharampur Warlis cohabit with Konknas and
Kolchas while in Vansda they stay mainly with Konknase The

following table gives the informmation reyarding the other tribal
population both the talukass



TRIBE-WISE POPULATION IN DHARAMPUR and VANSDA TALUKA

(1971 Census)

—_________—_——_—-I-l-—_—_—'—"_

SCe NOe Tribe vVapada Dharampur
Noe Pce NOeo Fc
le Bhil 758 Qe7 1 -
20 Dubl a 1,036 1.0 1,081 De6
3. Dhodia 36,295 33.4 36,603 20s4
4o Gamit 4,730 4.4 10 0«0
Se Choudhari 1,119 10 38 -
6o Kokna-kunbi . 46,202 42.6 57, 851 32.4
Te Naik-Naika 3,896 366 5,796 362
Be X Warli 9,571 8¢ 8 68,141 3840
Qe Kolcha 3,551 3.3 9,617 5.4
10 Kotwalia 1, 245 l.1 7 -
11le Bavcha - - 3 -
126 Kathodi - - 1 =
13. Poml a 1 - - -
14, Non-gscinedule 124 Oel 32 -
TOTALses»e 1,038,548 10040 1,79,181 10040

=

As compared to the total population of Dharampur taluka,
the tribal population forms 925 percent while that is 9040 per
cent in Vansda taluka. As compared to the total tribal population

of Dharampur taluka Warlis are 38.0 percent while Warlis are 8.8
percent in Vansda taluka.

The total figures of Warli population of 290 families of 6
villages of Dharampur taluka and of 100 families of 2 villages
of Vansda taluka are given in the following tablee.

DISTRIBULION OF POPULATION OF SURVEYED FAMILIES

T e

— - — p—

No. of

Taluka

Population

Villages families Male Female ~Dehi
DHARAMPU R
Sildha 122 389 332 121
Pendhardevi 52 164 142 306
Astol 50 166 159 325
Ekalera 36 92 105 197
Ketki 20 45 55 100
Umali 10 28 16 44
Totalesss 290 CEN 809 T 1693
VANSDA
Khambhal a 60 167 168 335
Ambapani 40 FOF ¢330 o5 || O 212
Potale.es 100 2747 993 27 =T TS
Grand total 390 1158 1682 2240
10%7 26%

.r""'-l!-'T
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In Dharampur, the selected villages had only Warli
population, except in one village there were 4 Kolcha families
and one muslim family, while in Vansda, in both the villages
Warlis were cohabiting with Konknase.

It is very difficult to build a defenite theory about the
native place of Warlis but certain hypothesis can be made that
they may have micrated to this area from Konkan in south due to
the pressures of Phirangis, or may be because of some natural
calamities or due to imperialistic movements of Marathase

Ethnologically the word 'Warli' has originated from ‘'warad'.
As the records show, in Satpura of Vindhya mountain range, three
Anarya tribes used to regide, namelv, MNishdd, Vyas and Warude
'warud' was distorted and made Warudai, then Warulai, then
Waruli and finally it was 'Warli's According to Mre.Anthoven,
Warlis belong to the sub tribes of Bhils.

In 'Phagwato-Mandal' dictnlmnary, it is written that wWarli (F)
means an aboriginal tribe which is proficient in diggingout JFn-
roots and transplanting the new trees in the forests and are also

involved in agriculture.

According to the old Indian gazatteers, they belong to
Konkan and they are mainly concentrated in Thana, Surat agency,
Nasik district and in Ehavar Statees According to 1833 Nasik
Gagatteer Warlis are known as uplanderse Theilr reference is made
in Warlat Sat Konkan Pradesh Hinduse Like thakores they survive
on grams for some time and the rest of yvear on certain tubors and

ok \ttex Povex Ty

l@i-"&y Warlat is one of the region of Konkan areas At present it is

Known as Kolaba and Thana region and thus Warlis are naturally

seen to be concentrated in these regionse.

Hw’ho}a_u_;y Dr. Wilson also supports this statement. According to Liam

(Anklr Ethnolegy of India) Warlis belong to Kol tribees It's a
fact that Kols used to stay at Thana, Kolaba ard at Bombays, They
used to stay in huts and their main occupation was fishery. Kols
of Maharashtra State can be traced back to Sonkolise

according to the other view, when the British pecple entered
the hutments of Kol tribe in Bombay, they named it as Worli. It is
quite possible that the Kol tribe may have settled in worli; in
17th century and then the Kols were known as Warlise Warlis look
like Kolis in appearance. They belong to Dravidian groupe. But as
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history shows, Kolis don't hail from south like Dravidian. They
originate from Gujarate. According to Mr. Save Warlis belong to
Dravidians groupe According to him 'wWarli® has its root is word
'*Warul' which means 'fanatic' or ‘forest'. Hence the inhabitants
Oof forests were known as waruls or warlise According to this view
-all the tribes living in forests should be known as Warlise Thus
it is very difficult to build a concrete theory about their
origine Most of the views are probable cenjectives only.

Com ) £CTUTES
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MATERIAL CULTURE

Warlis stay in remote forests and are completely left to
nature for the survivale. They have limited means of livelyhood and
have to put up a streneous struggle for the existance. One glance
in their daily life provides enough evidence of all the hardships
they go throudghe

The House

The area is quite hilly, so the houses are built whereever
it's possircle to get the flat land. There is certain vagueness
about the ownership of land for the house. They prefer to build
the house in the vicinity of the houses of relatives, Sometimes
the old house is denolished and a new house is constructed. Now
a days, Panchayat is consulted for building a new house. The
necessity for the new house arises due to, may be becouse th e son
¥Xmx gets married or for the son-in-low or may be when the brothers

device to geparatee

Warli houses are stereotypese. They have same type of
architectural designe. Every house has a definate place for god,
for grain storage, mezzangpe, mortar etce. when there is no
possibility of constrmcting a new house, a partition is errected
and the house gets devided into two parts, specially for separate

cooking purposese

Warlis do not have adjoing houses in their falia. They live
in a scattered manner, mostly keeping the distance of five feet
to twentyfive feete Their falia consists of such clusters of
scattered housese It is quite possible that as this region is
hilly, it may be difficult to get a long patch of flat land for
building, many houses togetheres Every house has a court-yard and
is protected by fences made out of bamboos. Mostly nearest
relatives e.ge the sons build their houses near that of their
fathers A man staying as Ghar-Jdamai stays in a sepdrate house
which is very near to his father-in=law's house. Warli falia(Pada)

consists of houses belonging to the members of the same lineage.

Ihe member of houses and its ownership

Each family has its own housee The houses are not built for
renting purposese. The 390 famillies selected for our study, had
their own houseo, The following table gives the information

regarding the housing position in the six selected villages,

Cd
Mamber of houses among the survey;\familias

Area 'Pﬂtal No, orf
_ fa;nril i_gs _hpu ses
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NUMBER OF HQUSES AMONG THE SURVEYED FAMILIES

| " B Total = MNoe.of
Area . _families houses

Dharampur Cultiveable land holders 178 183
Non-cultiveable land holders 112 113
vansda Qultiveable land holders 55 55
Non-cultiveacle 1and hobders 45 45
Totalee seee Cultiveable land hﬂlders 233 238
Non-cultiveable land holders 157 158

GRAND TOTAL R eeecessverssrsevecssssnvessesvsces ﬁ*ﬁ
390 396

——— S —— - — — —

It is evident from the above table that in Vansda, whether
engaged in agriculture or not, the families didn't have a separate
provigion for their animal se While in Dharampur, certain big
farmers have a sepdarate provision for keeping their animalse. Thus
there were six more houses then the total number of families, Out
of there six extra houses, five houses belonged to the families
who were agriculturists, while one belonged to the family, who
was not involved in agriculturees These extra houses were used for
keeping the animalse Out of 290 families in Dharampur, 187 families
had a shade for their a-nimals while out of 100 families in Vansda
73 families had provision of sghade for their animalse. Thus 66.7%
of the families had the provision of shades for their animal s As
such, there is no separate shade from the house but the ghade is
adjoined to the wall of the housee As this is a forest area, a
careful watch is required to protect the cattle from the wild sr
animal se The second reason for not having separate accomodation
for the cattle, is the scarcity of the building materiale. They
find it difficult to get the necessary wood for the house. Thus
the houses are very small and cater to their basic needs,

The land for the house

The following table gives the irnformation about the

acquirement of the land for the housing purposes.

ONNERSHIP OF THE HQUSE LAIND

—— — e

Ao House in House in House in House in _Eotal
heritage forest village others or families
land land Panchayat relatgve' s
; land land . .
Dharampur 190 17 40 43 290
Vansda 20 18 or. 1 i 100
LPOTALieo veee 240 35 41 74 390

PErcentage 6le5 9.0 1065 19,0 1000
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It is obvious from the table that 'Warlis' prefer to build
their houses on thelr own land 615 percent of the houses were
build in the fields onlye 9.0 percent of the families had build
thelr fAmiXkiesx<hE® houses on the forest lande The owners of the
houses who had built their houses in the forests, face lots of
difficulties as they have to often pay the fine to the forest
department. Sometimes the penalty is quite big, e.ge in fom of
chicken, goat or a big chank of money. Sometimes the houses are
built on the land belonging to Gram panchavate

Preparations for construction of house

Mostly the wa?d required for cnnstructinn?\ihe house is
acquired from the forestse. Such wood is cut from the forest
illegally. As far as the roof is concerned, the tiles are made
at home or are purchased from the market. Some times the roof is
built out of dry grass, twigs and leaves onlye. rFirst they clear
the land, on which the house has to be constructed and then the
pits are dug for erecting the load b=aring wooden polese These
wooden poles are made with the help of the carpenterss A f£ishing

net is kept on the main pole to protect the new house from the wxkskx

witche Two family members sgleep in the new premises till the
house gets completeds So the witch may not damage the new houses

A special religions ceremony is observed when the main pole
is erected in the centre of the lande. Usually the carpenter
performs this ceremonye. Ihe pole is sprinkled with vellow and
red turmeric powder, Certain herbs are tied arround the pole with
the help of white cotton thread. Even mango leaves are also tied
and then the liquor is poured and a sacrifice of chicken is
offered. Boiled rice, chicken and liquor is offered to all the
members who attend this ceremonye. Once the centre pole is
erected then the four corner poles get erected. Then the
preparation for construction of roof gets startedes Mostly the roof
is Made out of bamboo poles and teak poless If the house is big,
a provision for mezzanine is also mades The walls of the houses
are made from thin sticks of Baru and Karav., As such the house
has one room only but in some cases separate provisions for
kitchen and cattle axe also made, The houses don't have windowse.

Most of the houses have one door onlyes The doors are mxer made
out of Bamboo or Bari stickse

The Roof

The leaves of Sag or Sadad trees are soacked in water and
the they are tied to the wodden planks with strong creepers and
thus the roof gets erectede This type of roof doesn't last more
then a year or twoe. After every monsoon they renovate the roof
with new leaves as the old leaves get decayede The information
regarding the roof of the houses is as follows:

- —
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Types of Roof

Area Covered with Country Menglore Total
grass tiles tiles

Dharampur 224 33 33 290

Vansda 18 - 22 100

TIOT%Iilitvilt'-il 302 33 55 390

— . —

74.4 percent of the families had roofs made out of dry grass
and leavese 8BeD percent houses had country tiles while 14.1 percent

had menglore tiless Even these houses also had part of their roof
made out of dry leaves.

Rooms

All the houses under the survey were kaccha housese. Not a

single house was made of brickses The raw material for the house
came from the surrounding forests. The classification of the
houses according to the rooms is given in the following table,

Number of rooms of the houses

—

Area Single room Two room Three room Total
Dharampur 232 57 1 290
Vansda 65 35 - 100
mlr%li g & 8 9 @ 297 92 1 390
PERCENI'AGEe« o 7642 2306 Qa2 1000

e I T T e
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Most of the houses are one room houses onlye 7642 percent of
the houses had one room, 23.6 percent had two rooms and only one
house had 3 roomse Thus though they have ample space the houses are
smalle This is because, tliey do not get enough wood required for
bigger housess As such whatever wood they acquire is collected by
illegal meaqﬁs, and sometimes they have to pay heavy fine for ;
stealing the woode. In some houses small shades are constructed in
the front of the housess. This is used for storing the hag as well
as for sleeping purposese

|
The Arrargiement in the house !

They possess few househiold thingss In one corner they have
their ovemr made out of three stones. Sometimes they light fire
at the same place where they sleep. So the ashes get scattered all
over the floore. They keep their waterpots on cuttree tmm{s right in
the front of the houses On the shelf they Keep a water l?dle made
out of dried gourd and may be an aluminium glasse The bucket and {
the rope gets hanged there onlye. The utensils are'kaﬁt near the

oveR. Very few houses have kothis for storage of grains. However '
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the farmers do store their grélins in bomboo kbthis (Pala) and keep
them in Marrine. The seeds for future crops are stored in bagkets
made from dried leaves.@f These baskets are usually hanged on the
wallse A mortar is fixed near the door and a wooden pestle is kept
nearbye The grinding stone is kept near the ovems A bamboo stick
is kmx hanged for keeping additional clothes and coverletse

They can hardly afiord cots or matressesSe A long piece of
jute is used for spreading on the floor as well as for covering
one's self while sleepinge Women make use of their sarees for the

same purposess In winter they light fire in the house for
protection from colde. In sumner they sleep out side. Some people
make mats from bamboos and they sleep on thems, The fishing net is
usually kept on the roof and an axe is kept inside the house. They
hang a flat bamboo disc over the oven. In monsoon they keep grain
over the disc and then they use it for grindinge. They worship
Kansaridevi and she is kept along with other gods in a pbaskets The
pasket is usually kept near the kothise. They put nagli grains in
the basket containing the various godgfs and keep in basket coverCede
They believe that thet this way their grains can be saved from the
decaye. They donot have extra provision of space for guestse. They
also sleep along with the hosts. When there is a case of delivery in
the house, if the house has two rooms, one Iroom is alocated for the
woman but if they have only one room then a temporary partition is
created by tying a sheet. The woman sleeps on the#f?e% matress for

. W
four-five days after her deliverye. Then the certain gets removede

The fuel used for cocking is collected in May or #April and
it is stored near the front door under a small roof. They grow
mango tree, tamarind bamboo and bor tree in thelr back yarde They
al so grow white gourd, brinjals, beans etc in their kitchen gardene
For passing bowels they go near thick bushes to distant ravinese.
They clean their bottoms with the help of leaves.

Household Utensils

The following table gives infomation regarding the possession
of household utensils by selected families for the suweg}/

Di stribution of Vessels among the surveyed

fanilies
Area gﬁ $ o ___Vessels = Total
Copper Allumi B
opp mium Brass Still Nickle Ear Vessel
Dharampur 290 4 1700 111 27 - 1161 3003
Vansda 100 38 536 04 29 8 268 973 |
TOTALiseesse 390 42 2236 205 56 8 1429 3976

PERCENLIASEee ¢ o046 00 le1 ) 5662 De 2 lo4d 0602 3549 1000
. :

o
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As seen from the above table Warlis mostly use Aluminum vessels
The total usuage of Aluminium vessels 1is 56.2 percent. They bduy
thesge utensils from weekly marketse. These utensils consisted of
T@is, small thalis, glasses and lotas. Utensils were in
miserable conditionse They also use earthien vesselse They have ©EAREKREY
earthen waterpots, roasting p-an(Tavi) and earthen Handlise Out of
the total utensils, edrthen vessels were 38,0 percents 5.2 percent
were Brass utensilse One could al so come across rare usuage of
Bronze thali and bronze lotak and stainless steel glassess This
forms le.4 percent. All these figures show that they did not have
enough utensilse The broken conditions of their utensils echoed
their utter povertye

dart from the house hold utensils, one lock at thieir other
hou sehold possessions will also reflect their migerable condition.

The table for household possessionse

Distribution of Household Goods

R
s - = - - e T —

Name of Goods Dharampur Vansada Total

Cote=x 15 6 21

Chairs & Tables 1 7 8

Clocke /Wristwatch 6 4 10

Sewing Machine 2 - 2

Radios 2 - 2

Fishing Net 157 4G 206

Hunting Weapons 86 1 87

Misical instruments 52 3 55

Chimani 40 - 40 |
Lalten 1 - 1 |
Bagkets 492 177 669
Grinding Stone 170 83 253

Trunks 5 2 7

Torch 9 - 9 ]
Others S 1 6 l

——— = e —
- = - T— —————— — —

The abpove table gives the correct picture of their household
possessionse Only 21 cots were traced in these 390 selected :
familiese Thus amongst 2268 members there were only 21 cots.lhese
cots were made from bamooostickse One could hardly find any chairs.
10 person had watches and only one family had a radio. Most of tlem
had fishing netse Some had bow and arrowse They also had bird traps P

This consisted of hollow bamboo vaxe and few thin bamboo stickse. 1_
The sticks have gum on their tipse. Thise xage vax is Kept out sicie HI
and when the birds sit on the sticks they get glued to the tips l
and thus get g caught, One can find variety in their hunting

wedponse. Out of 390 families only one family had a lantern.
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40 families had chimneys lbut they did not use them regularly. In
Vansda, none of the 100 families had chimney. They manage to get Xk
light by burning wood. Most of the houses had basgkets of various
size as they are daily necessity. Out of 390 families, 253 families
owned hand-grinder (ghanti). Those who didnot own the ghanti went to
the persons who had it to get their grains groundeds Thus everybody
can not aefford the basic necessities also.

Masical Ingtruments

Music is usually played on scocial as well as on religious
occasionse Lancing is very imporant activity as far as tribals are
concerned, and naturally music and dancing gotogether. At wedding
times, professional instrument players are called. They would De
paid between Rs.10 to Rs.20. Toor, Bronze thali, Kahli, Samal (Dholak)
Pawi, Ghanghli, Tarpu etc are their traditional musical instrumentse
The Bhagats make use of SBronze thali while giving a religious
discoursees A FParsani stick is glued to the brongze thali with the
help of waxe Bhagat plays different tunes by the movements of the
sticke Everybody does not possess all the instruments, but one can
see these various instruments with the person who makes theme

Instruments of Bhagat

—

Bhagat holds a special status amongst tribalse. Bhagst is
called in the difficult times as well as in the times of sicknesse
It is believed that Ehe has the power to remove the wordly
miseriess He practices witch craft and for that he requires certain
instruments. He keeps a specific stick(4' to 5' long) which has

-give heart shaped bunches at one ends This stick is used as an
armour against witches and evil spiritse He carries this sticks
alongwith him on social and religious occasionse He uses a broom
made out of peacock featherse. He is supposed to sweep off the
sickness from the deceased person with the help of this bbpoome.
Ghanghdi is considered to be the instrument of gode As mentioned
above he uses bronze thali and Parsani stick for giving religious
di scoursees He uses iron chaims to drive out the evil spirit from
the possessed persone He whips himself also with these chaims if
he gets possessed while performing some ritual. He usges wooden
whips alsoe This whip is made out of 4 to 5 pointed wooden pieces

which are tied with strinygse

Clothing

Very young children wear loin cloth onlye. Some elder children
wear busheshirt and the loin cloth. While still older children
to to 10 yrse. old) wear half pants and bush-shirts.

oy |
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The very small ¢girls wear a blouse and a loin cloth while
slightly older girls would wear a bbollse and a small sareé which
is wrapped around the waist and looped between the legse. The girls
acove 10 yrs wear a blouse a regular saree which gets looped
between the legs and a clothpiece to cover the head.

The men wear a bush-shirt or a sleeveless jacket, and a
half pant, or a striped underwear or a loin cloth and a 'Fagree’

to cover the heade

The young and old women wear the saree as described before.
They wear their blouse so short that they hardly serve the purpose
of covering thelr breastse They use gmall sarees as the head coverse
The middle aged women wear only saree while they work in the housgee

Tatoos

Warli women are fond of tatoose They get the tatoos done under
one lower lip, on chin, on temples, on forhead, on cheeks, on nose
and on feets Tatoos are known as 'Godhelu' in their local dialect,
They get themselves tatooed by a professional tatooer at weekly
market se Tatoos are must for warli women. The tatoos are of various
designse Usually they get themselves tattooed between the age of
5 to 15 yrse

Ornagments

The men donot wear the ornaments but women are extremely fond
of ornaments. They can not afford expensive omaments made out of
Gold or silver but thelr ornaments are made out of nickel,
aluminium or steel. It is customary to give silver ornaments at the
time of wedding but pbecause of utter poverty, this custom is not
observeds

Ladies' Ornamentss

. — s L, e,

They use iron bobpins for their hair. Recently the plastic ,

pins and colourful nylon riboons seem to be in vegue,

Nose: Ihey wear a nickel nose ring which is known as Kulki.

Ear Earings (known as Dool or Xakm¥loghe) are also made '.
of nickele |

Neck 3 fhey wear a nickel chain, or a necklace made of coins |.

(B anna or a rupee coin) or a string of eolourful
pPlastic beadse

Hands: Ihey wear ruboer, plastic or brass bengles. They |
|

sometimes wear coin rings on their figures,
Feet: The arklets(saukla) are made of silver or some cheep li
metdale They also wear rings(Jodwa) on the feet fingers

:

|




It s not necessary that warli women wear or possess all these
ornamentss They try to wear maximum ornaments at wedding time.

‘Food

a s FrE—— gl T

Their staple food is Naglie Their daily food consisting of

. Nagli rotla, udad dal and some vegetables In Vangda, they eat udad
gruel with Nagli rotlase. It is known as 'Ukacha Bhujya's First they
roast the udad dal then they grind this dal. The & udad flour is
boiled in water and they seascon it with salt and chilly powéder,
They also eat tubors, roots and various spinache. In Dharampur they,
sometimes make rotlas out of rice gmmk flour, Jowar rotlas are also
populdr, Sometimes they eat dal and rice alsoe Thelr meal timeS are
7-00 aeme to B-00 aeme in the morning, 12-00 noon to 1-00 pe.ms and
6=-00 peMme to 7=00 pem. in the eveninge

The breakfast consists of rotlas made out of Nagli, Jowar, or

rice and chutney or gruel,

For lunch they have dal and rice or nagli, rice or jowar rotla g
and raw mango or dried f£ishe They catch figh from rivers or
.%. Their dinner consists of rotlas and chutney or some
vegetablees If they are short of grains then, every body drinks just

. the grouel or survive on roots and tubore

Drinks

Liquor ig the most common drink over here and it is drunk at
any time of the day; they love getting drunke Liquor is a mast on
any social or religious occasions

The men also enjoy smoking beediese. The beedies are made from
Asitra or Timroo leaveses lhey carry Timroo leaves and te®bacco in

their pocketse They make their own beedies and smokee Very few
people can buy beedies from the market.

Agricultural Impliments

Most of the a gricultural impliments are made by them selves
onlye. Among all agricultural impliments the ploughshkheare (Hal) is
the most important impliment, Karal, Samar, Bullockcart and Varania
are also considered important implimentse Different types of iron
’ axes and spades are considered secondary implimentse The following
table gives the information regarding the agricultural impliments
possessed by the selected 390 householdse.
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Number of Agricultural Impliments

Name of the 290 families 100 families Total
impliments in Dharampur in Vansda

Wooden Plough 211 55 266
Karab - 13 13
Samar 182 8 190
Vavnio 1 ~ 1
Snall impliments 1067 100 1167
Bullock Cart 1 6 7
Machine - 1 1

— il e e S
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As seen from the above table, 233 families had their own land.
Those who did not have their own land; cultivated in the backyard
or in the forest area., A small plough (Pandavo) and iron axes are
used for such small pieces of lande It is evident from the table
that they do not possess enough agricultural implimentse They usually
borrow the required impliments from their relativese The use of

Karab was not found in Dharampur and its usuage was quite rare in
Vansda also. Very few families possessed Samar and Vavanio. One
could hardly see few carts and only one engine was located in
Vansda. Thus agricultural activities are undertakeﬁon a very
primitive level, Dharampur had no irrigation facilities, while in
Vansda there were few well se

The following few sample cases of families possession of
household things will give some idea about their material 1life.

Sample cases:~ Household possessions.

We have not used the original namese

le Names Ukad Dhakal
Village : Silgha (Dharampur)
Family memberss 5
Hou se ¢# Kachha House
Land ¢ Does not own any land but cultivates in forest.
No.of ¢ Aluminium-5, Earthen-4, Chimney-1, Baskets.?
Utensils Ghanti (Grinding stone)-l.
Agricultural implements: Wooden plough.l, Samar-l.

20 Name 3 Channu Lahanmu
Villages Fendhar devi
Family memberss 7 |
Hou se s Cachha house
Land : Owns 4 acres of land
No.of Utensils: Aluminium-7, Brass-4, BEarthen.5,Basket s.3

| :
AGLleImplement s: Wooden ploughel, Samar-l, Smaller inst ruments

Do

J
l
1
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Agri. Implements
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Family members
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Land

Utensils
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Village

Family members
Land
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Agrie Impliments

H

" W -

: 21

Lahanu Mahadu

Astol- Dharampur

6

Eachha house

Does not possess any land
Aluminium5, Earthen.3, Ghanti-l
Small implement s-.5 (4Axes, Sickle ete)

Rama Bhikhlu
Ambapani (Vansda)

8

Kachchha

1l acre & 34 gunthas

Bagkets-2, Ghanti-l.

Did not posses any agricultural impliment s,

Rania Chhitu

Khabala (Vansda)

6

Does not possess any land

Aluminium-5, Brass-l, Steel-3, Earthen-2,
Baskets<3, Ghanti-le.

MLl
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CHAFTER - 3

THE ECONOMIC LIFE

It's an established fact that the geographical conditions have
a great impact on the local economic life. The primitive people try
to adjust to the prevailing physicsl conditions in such a W_ay that ":ﬂ“y
the total environment becomes the part and parcel of the all aspects
(Social, Economic cultural etce.) of their.: Z%,ife.. Tt}ej,{”rarrive at certain
equlibrium with the prevailing{eéga"pée'rt o dbeanatione Thods aoctall
cultural and economic life gets so intervoven that it is very

|
difficult to study each aspect separatelye ¢ o7& b favd o co-Vv7
s

As mentioned before the Warli region is full of hillocks, thick
forest s and number of rivuletse The land is rocky and unevenes The rain-
fall is around 100" and the erosion of land takes place because of
such heavy rainfalle As a result, the fertile layer of the land gets
washed away. The rain water flows with such gushing speed that the
crops also get destroyede It is difficult to store this rain water
and channelise it thoough the fields because of the uneven land and
because the fields are situated in a scattered mammere. The land is so

-.f

slopej\that the rain water also flows away and it can not retain the

1

rain water. The lard remains void of moisture, Thus Warlis have to
work against all these adverse natural factorse.

For warlisj means of livelihood are limited and insufficient,

Though various economic activities like forest labour, collection of

forest products, Agricultural labpour etc are available to them they
can not provide for even minimum subsistence throughout the vear.
June July and August are the worst months in a year., The new crops
don't get ready during these months. Besides, the procurement of I'
leafy vegetables also is very difficult m; % so this becomes a kz=sx |
]-leé%“periﬂd for them, wherein some times they have to remain hungry

for days together or it fortunate, may have to put up with one meal

per dayYe

The geographical condition is one of the important determinant
of economic life in any regione. The age~group also mRkys plays a
vital role. The economic progress in amy given soclety depends upon
the number of people who are capable of undertaking economic
activities and also on the number of dependents. The following table
gives the information about the age groups. ‘

E— T R
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Thus, it is evident that (See table on page 23 Classification
of families according to age-group) 2268 members of 390 households
are in the group of 1lyrse. to 6yrs (22e.4%)e 198 percent are in the
age-~group of 7 to l4yrse while 2.9 percent are above 60yrse Thus,
45,1 percent of the total members under survey cannot participate in
production process to the fullest extent. The age-group of 35 to 60
VL Ses congstitute 1846 percent and comparatively it can contribute
in a better way but the real working group i.e. group of 15yrs to
35yrs is just 36.3 percents Even in this group f£ikkky¥x 50.0 percent
are female memberse Thus the active participation in economic
activities is andertaken by a very small groupe As they can not
shoulder this heavy burden, the very young and old people are forced
to work hard to keep both ends meet.

The following table (See table on page 23, Distribution of
families according to Economic Status) indicates the number of
earning members, the number of earning dependents and the number of
non-carning memberse

As the table shows that the working memblers form 19.9 percent
of the total membeBs surveyede 37«7 percent are the working dependentse
They do not earn much but their income can augment to the khekx total
income of the family. Mostly the young children and the women fall
in this categorye Only 20+7 pefcent men fall in this categorye.

424 percent of the total membe: s are non-worling dependents.

The ax Warlis cannot progress rapidly as the majority of the
human resources are not actively employed in ecconomic activitiese
The number of dependenths is so big that a gmall minority of earning
members cannot 1&3&; e society much ahead, The human resources are

wasted due to the dirth of employment opportunitieses

DIVISION OF LABOUR

The division of labour indicates the specific involvement of
men and women as economic unitse

Ihne men involved in agriculture, prepare their fields in the
month of April and Maye. First they clean their fields then they make
the preparation for 'Adai' which is a part of'slesh and burn'

cultivatione. They collect the woods and dry leaves from the forest.

The women help in preparing the ground for mﬂ%ese wood and d4dry

Qe — . O B

- ) _ o el I
leaveses This is a time consuming activity and usually is Mnetween.

two three fieldse Once this gets over the woods used as fuel are
collected and are stored for monsoon. Every house has a’ specific wood
storing places A small roof is construeted for this. The house gets
repairecd before the advent of monsoons If special care is taken to

£ill up the leakage in roof, the tiles are rearranged. Those who
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don't have the tiles on their roofs they rearrarge. Them with new
dry-¢ rass, dry leaves and wood. Meanwhile the hunting of sowl and
the hunting small animals like rabbits deer etc is carried on DY
the men and children. The making of new agricultural tools as well
as repairing is done during this periode The cattle also gets proper
care, If they have spare time, they go in search of some worke. This
is the time for socialising also. They enjoy attending weddingse

The begining of monsoon is a real busy time for them. The paddy

requires transplantation. The saplings of different vegetables are
also prepareds The sawing, K weeding, fencing the fields etc keep them
very busye I1f they can afford they employ labourers, otherwise they
help each other in various chores uxRR associated with agriculture,
Once the crop gets ready, they get busy in winnowing thrashing and

\ j':ﬂ'.'li[ o
%',"‘auther Sf.t.nd activicliese In winter they take the crop of Udad, Jowar,

—~3
grams etce But thelr main cultivation is done the monsoon onlye

ol
After monsoon they usually migrate t}‘iﬁ" sedarch of other lapbour
activitiese Usually they ¢o to Chikhli, Valsad, Pardie. Where they

work mostly as agriculturcsl labourers, They also work in jungle coupsSe

'

where they are employed for coal making, tree plantation, wood

t ransportation or numbering the treese. Some times they are employed
in various construction activities like Roads, building etce. They
also collect forest produce like, gum, honey, doli, mahuwa, ambl g,
timroo leaves and then sell these in markets

women 2

The women keep busy throuchout the daye. They not only book after
the house, the family members, the cattle but also help their menfolk
in cultivation as well as the collecting forest produces The kitchen '
garden is th eir responsibilitye. Their staple food consists of nagli I
and ricee They grind their own flour, Nagli rotlas are coocked in a I
simple way while rice rotlas recquire elaborate cookinge The men and :
children are give?\first preference in serving foode The women eat
the left over food, Sometimes they survive only on gruel for days to
gethers They roast the f£ish or make a fish currye The dried fish is
usually mixed with dal or vegetable and then eaten with rotlases
Besides this intricate household work, she works on fields as well as
in the forestss She indulges in liguer making and selling alsoe. Some |
times she travels with her husband a longwith her family and joins |
him in different kinds of work like agricultural labour, forest |
labour, construction activities etce |
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The Childrens

Most of the children do not go to schoole They help their elders
in different activities. They lock after the younger childrene They
love doing errands like getting things from makketg collecting forest
produce, dringing wood for fuel etces They also love hunting small
. birds, fishing, taking cattle for gragzing etce They also help in

weeding as well as in protecting the crop from the birds as well as
from the other animalse

-

Occupation

e, e —

A3 we have seen, wWarlis have to struggle perpetually to maintain

their lives, one single occupation cén not give them a permenent
source of incomees They have to resort to various economic activities
to keep both ends meete.

The following table cives inforation about thelr various

occupation.
Types of Occupation

Occupation _ Area Total PC
. Dharampur Vansda

Agriculture 3 - 3 Qe &
v Airie. & Agrie.Labour 250 40 290 T4.3

Labour (A riculturel abour

Forest labour, Construction- 34 54 88 226

1 abour)

Agriculture & Service 3 6 9 2¢3

TOI‘.—‘L.----n-..u---n--'- 290 lDD 390 100'00

— — e — = —
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As see€n from above table, most of the Warlis undertake agricul-
ture as thelr main occupation and augument their income by undert aking
diff erent manmual work like agricultural labour, forest labour,
construction worke 4 to 5 families had their own small shops. They
dl so trade the collected forest productse. Some followed their |
ancestoral professions like perfomming relicious ritual s(Bhagat),
midwifery, carpentary etce

Aqricultures

Only 3 households (0e8 %) of the members surveyed depended on |

—n w7 @ ome B

agriculture onlye The reasons for not depending on agriculture alone
are as follows.

(a) Land

As cdiscussed in first chapter, the land is not condusive for good
cultivatione In spite of good rains, because of its slopey nature, it
can not conserve the moisture and the humus of the land is wa shed

T
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away by gushing rain water.

(b) Land holding:

The minimum land holding has to be not less than 10 acres, if
one wants maximum returns from this ¢ype of land. Most of the Warlis
did not have economic helding of lande.

Ine following table shows the number of KXhatedars having their

own land as well as of those who didn't have their own land.
Sigtnbwd e o Seietted Fumi TGS

Inlermstion——about Khatedars
Area No.of land holding No.of landless Total
fanmiliess families
(Agri.land) (scriviand)
Dharampur 178 112 290
Vansda 55 45 100
TD'taliﬁ B4 s "a 233 157 390

Percentage «sse 5967 A0¢3 1000

il e i S c—

As seen from the above table, number of Khatedars not having
their own land were 40.3 percent while 59,7 percent households
under survey had their own lande. Still only 3 households ie.ce 08
percent were depending on only agriculture for their livelihood.

The following table gives the information about the size of
land holding.

Classification of households according
to the size of land heldinge.

 m— i —— . moowil owm am | — — e S . — S—— _—

Size of land _ Area N Total Pecentage
(in acres) Dharampur Vansda

— -

——

Less than 1 acre 11 1 12 De2
1,00 to w09 2-°J 113 21 134 57 ¢5
3.00 to 600 §.07 42 22 64 275
6.00 to 9400 %.09 8 6 14 6.0
Above 9 acres 4 5 9 38
Totaleosescssncsses 178 55 233 1000

il — - - - — P ——

It is evident from the table that 62.7 percent of households
were having less than 3 acres of land. 90.00 pefcent of the households
were having less than 6 acres of lande Only 10 percent of the
households had more than 6 acres of land and only 3.8 percent of
households had more than 9 acres of land. The problem of land holding
pause a serious obstacle for Warlis. The land is usually in the name
of the greater family, though they don't have a Joint Family system,
They find it very difficult to get the land in their own name, once
the greater family starts disintegratings. Once the agult male member

gets married he starts 1l eading hi§ own independent lifee Informally

e I T % i gy W — e el N R — L= "
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he gets his own piece of land but Talati does not help in registering

his as an independent Khatedar, formally the land is retained in the
name of father. Thus the above table gives an illusory picture of
land holding in Warlis. In reality the land is segmented the much

smaller pieceses

The housgeholds not registered as Khatedars al so were seen
cultivating some piece of land either belonging to their relatives
or to the forest department,

Distribution of households who cultivated
the on leasede.

i e T I B i —— = L — —_ e _— cm= =

Area No.,of heuxephmisiz Noe. of landless Total

land holding family

family : = = i
Dharampur 4 56 60
Vansda 3 —— 3
Tc:tal,-.---.- 7 56 63
Percentage- -8 1lel 8819 1000

S — — = — -

As obvious from the table, 50 percent of households, not having
their own land, took land on leas and cultivated, while & households
who had their own land and still took land on lease and undertook
cultivations Thus 889 per cent of the households were not having
their own land, yet they were trying to cultivate on land belonging
to their relatives, other Khatedars or to the forest department,

‘Thus, this shows that there is an acute dirth of cultivable lande

Those who take land on lease usually cultivate land in lieu of
surrendering certain percentaje of crop to the owners If the land
is leased by the forest department, the payment is in form of cash,
The g crux of the problem is that, the land holding in Warlis is
not at all economice In order to maximise the optimum return, the
size of holding has to be at least 10 acres.

(¢) Primitive methods of cultivations

e — e, i —— ., =

Ihe methods of cultivation are very primitives The agricultural
tools are traditional. They are so poor that they can not store any
grains in fom of seedse They are unaware of the new high yielding
variety. The trader exploits them by charging exhorbitant price for
lower quality of secedse




Manure:

They do not use new chemical fertiliser. Though they have plenty
of cattle. They have not adopted the scientific method of collecting
the dung in pit and preparing it into a composed mannure, The cattle
is taken to forests for grazing kR kmkg so the dung remaing their only.
Whatever dung is collected is used in preparing adar for 'Slesh and
Burn' type of cultivation. The main problem with the Warlis is that
they do not possess enough cash reguired for undertigking proper
cultivationes So many a times the fields remain pbarren in absence of
proper supply of seeds and mamure, The bullocks play vital role in
primitive way of cultivation. Here the bullocks also are also of

inferior guality and thus they can not e of much help iqﬁloughing
\
the fields proper manners ( E;;_ug%iﬂfy

Wage Labour

Though the agriculture is the main stay of the Warli economy.
They have to depend on other types of work to survivee.

Mricultural Labour

There is very little scope for persons being engaged as
agricultural labours in the village itself, as agricultural operations
are carried on cooperation baslise. At the time of paddy transplantation,
hired labour is used in a very small proportione The payment is quite
traditional, ie.ee¢ in form of certain measure of grains and one cooked
meal per daye Most of the families migrate to Nasik, Navsari, Chikhli,
Pardi,Valsad etce The minimum wage rate is 4 to 5 Rs. per daye They
are so much homebound that they do not leave their villages for more

than 15 to 20 dayse They do not migrate in monsoone. As discussed before
they take land on lease from relatives or from forest department.

Foregt Labour and Collection of Forest Produce

The main source of additional income is from fire wood and
minor forest produce collected from neighbouring forests, They al so
undertake making coal, number of trees, transplantation of new trees
et Co

Ine forest department can give employment for 3 to 4 months. But
as explained before Warlis do not prefer to stay max daway from home
for a long timees They take such work at intervalse hey collect honey,
gum, timroo leaves, Mahhda, Doli etc and sell thems

Constnuction Work

They go to Navsari, Chikhli, Pardi and Valsad and earn #Rs.4tos
per ﬂa}"t

|
|
i
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Service

Due to lack of education they can not get good jobs but they do
serve as Mikadam, Postman, wWatchman or some of the go to Vaghai and
work in the wood factory over there,

Animal hu sbandary

Although cattle are owned by most of the households in the

village, they do not occupy important place in the subsistence economy
of Warlis., The primary value of cattle is not economic but sociale.

The bullocks and he=bufialos are used for tilling the lande. EvVven,
the families not possessing their own land also kepp the bullocks and
he-buffaloss They lend their animal tb their relatives for tilling the
land and get grains as payment. They also possess other animals alsoe.
Te following table gives information about thelr cattle.

Distribution of Animals According to Family

e — e mEm—— == e ——— — = = == _- —

Animals . ____Area _fn Total Pce
Dharampur vansda Total

Landholder Land Land Land Land Land
less holder less holder less

Bullocks 190 68 46 13 236 81 SikZ -%?11
SISO
He-buffalos 7 5 29 20 36 25 61 29
Cows 194 68 31 ) 225 74 299 14,1
Buffales 6 2 1 - 7 2 9 Oe4
Heifers & a9 42 21 7 120 49 169 8.0
Calves
Sheeps & 261 97 34 14 2905 111 @R
Goats 406 1S« 41
Poultry 432 198 162 64 594 262 856 40,04
Total 1189 480 324 124 1513 604 2117 lOO-O'I

— —_— —— - = T T T —— T — e T T— — =

Warli households possessing their land for cultivation had 236
bullocks and 36 he-buff aloces which were used for cultivation. The
average possession of bullocks is less than twoe Thus, they borrow
each other's bullocks for ploughing the lande Those who do not have
their own land but possess bullocks give their bullocks on hire. They |
either charge X Rse30 to 40 or ingist for equal 2msag amount of grainse
Out of total cattle, 14 percent were cows, Q.4 per cent were buffaloes
and 19.1 percent were goats and sheeps. The largest percentage was held ;
by poultrys The goats and sheeps have prominent place in religious I
sacrifices and the entertainment of Guestss The cattle is not kept for
milchinge Every house had chickens. 'Ihegfnﬂt ugse them for food but
when they fall in dire need of money they dispose one or two cattle to
meet the emergencye Besides chickens, every household had 3 animals on
average. Cattle and godats are important for the purpose of getting

manure. This manmire is mainly usedl for preparing !'adar'.
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Trees

Though they don't have big land for cultivation, they plant some
useful trees arround their houseses The wood of the tree is used for
making tools while fruits are either consumed or solde Warlis are
children of nature, hence the trees are part and parcel of thelr lives.
The forest has more important place then agriculture in Warlise. They
prefer to E;;:ﬂabmt in jungle to collect forest produce, though
agriculture is more paying economic activity. The following table shows

in number of trees planted in surrounding aread,

Distribution of Trees according to family

e —r— == —— — - —_—

Trees ot Area Total Fce
Dharampur Vasnda Total
Land Land Land Land Land Land
holder less holder less holders less
Mahuda 123 ﬁ% 12 = 135 3 138
Mangoes 164 1 68 - 232 1 233
Other trees
like Teak, 311 2 49 - 360 2 362
Sadad, Timarind = —— — i

Bor tree .
OGRS < ST&’}“( (% 6 (9 = 727 (= 35
The table shows that 233 families who owned the land, had 727
trees while the landless tridals had very few trees and so they
depended on forest trees. The forests are full of Mahuda, Mango,
teakwood treese

The a bove data shows that they nksm neither have much land of
their own nor do they have interest in agriculture, They earn their
livelihood from various occupations, but then that is also not
sufficients The following table gives an idea about the income from

various occupationse
Please see Table on Page No.32.

Though they possess quite a few animals, the income from land
and animal husbandary is just 158 percent while income from

agricultural labour 1s 4048 percente The income from forest labour is y
222 percents, Though the forests are dense, they give employment for 1
four month and that too, to only mene The incane from construection W

|

works i1s Be8 percent while the income from other labour work is 6.3
percents |

Ihe main source of their income semms to be labours. The agregate
income from agricultural labour, forest lapour, construction work and L
other miscelleneous labour ig about 78,1 percente. The income from
forest produce is just 1.00 percente. Though they can have plenty of |
forest products, they can not get a proper market or a regular shop
which can sell their products. They exchanje the forest products in kxeu

lieu of salt, grains, vegetables etc at the weekly Hatse
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The income from various services like serving in Forest Departmen
or P & T Department or serving in a shop etc is 346 percente. They

prefer to serve in surroundiny areas of their habitate to maintain
fhe constant contact with their family memberse. The income from trading
of certain necessary item is just 1.5 percent. Warlis prefer to do

jobs and this indicates thelr changing attitudes towards modernisatione

1The average income per year, per household isgs estimated at
RS.1943. Thus the avera e income per month per household comes to
RSe162/=¢ If we assume six members per family, this income seems very
meagre. The anmual income per person is just XX Rs.334/-, while the
monthly income per person is just Rs.27. The daily income per person
is only 098 paise. In spite of working very hard how can one survive
on jugt 92 paise per day? Warlis are far below the poverty line.

Expenditure

Though they earn very little, the major portion of their earning
is spent on foode The following table gives the information about the
food expenses

Expenditure on Food Items (in Rs.)

s - — —

Items . Ar ea Total Fercentage
Dh ar ampur Vassda

Ration 2, 95,767 1,63, 850 4, 59,617 76400
Vegetables 10, 335 3,740 14,075 230
Sugar & Jeggary 4, 435 4, 575 9,090 1le50
Ghee & Sweet 0Oil 1,795 2,150 9,945 l.60
T'ea & Coffee 851 592 1, 443 0620
Spices 8, 495 o, 836 14, 351 2,40
Wine 39,235 7,875 47,110 7«80
Tobecco & Bidi 20, 002 6, .50 26,152 4440
Fuel 1,848 T 0 3,003 0«30
Meat, Fish & Egus 16, 290 3, 405 19, 695 330
Fruits 13 - 15 -
Other 80 - 80 -
Totalesvesscvansess 4,05,148 1,299,348 6,04, 496 100.00

In total food expenditure the expense on grains is maximum
(760 percent). Te expense on vegetable is just 23 percent. They
spend very little on sugar and jaggery (l.5 percent), and on Ghee and
Oil 1.6 percent. Very few people drirnk Tea. ‘hey are fond of liguers,
the expenditure on alchohol is 7.8 percent. 3.3 percent was spent on
meat and poultry productse These figures confirm that. they naf do not
get only sufiicient food but also they are deprived of nutritions
food. They become victim of many chronic diseases because of
malnutrition and insufficient foods
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The income from various services like serving in Forest Departmen
or P & T Department or serving in a shop ectec 1s 3.6 percent. They
prefer to serve in surrounding areas of their habitate to maintain
fhe congtant contact with thelr family members. The income from t rading
of certain necessary item is just 1.5 percent., Warlis prefer to do
jobs and this indicates thelr changing attitudes towards modernisations

The average income per year, per hougehold is estimated at
KR8, 1943, Thug the avera e income per month per household comes to
R8e162/=¢ If we assume six members per family, this income seems very
meagre. The anmal income per pergon is just X%k Rs.334/-, while the
monthly income per person is just Rs.27. The daily income per person
is only 098 paise. In spite of working very hard how can oneé survive
on jugt 92 palse per day? warlis are far below the poverty line.

Expenditure

Though they earn very little, the major portion of their earning
is spent on foode The following table gives the information about the
food expenses

Expenditure on Food Items (in Rse)

.

4 Items ——  __4Area Total Fercentage
Dh ar ampur Vanpada

. Ration 2, 95,767 1,63, 850 4,959,617 7600

1 Veget ables 10, 335 3,740 14,075 2430
Sugar & Jeggary 4, 435 4,575 9, 090 1450
Ghee « Sweet 011 7,795 2, 150 9, 945 1l.60
Tea & Coff ee 851 292 1,443 020
Splces 8, 495 5, B56 14, 351 2440
Wine 39, 235 T4 875 47,110 7«80
Tobecco & Bidl 20, 002 6, 150 26,152 4440
Fual 1,848 1,155 2,003 Qe 20 E
Meat, Fish & Byys 16, 290 3, 405 19, 695 3430 '
Fruits 15 - 15 -
Other 80 - 80 -
Totalesssssesnces 4,05,148 1, 99,348 6,04, 496 10000 i

III

In total food expenditure the expense on grains is masclmum d
(7640 percent). ™The expense on vegetable is jusgt 2.3 percent. Thay )
spend very little on sugar and jaggery (le5 percent), and on Ghee and :
Oil 1.6 percent. Very few people drink Tea. fhey are fond of liquers, |
- the expenditure on alcholiol is 7.8 percent, 3.2 percent was spent on

meat and poultry productse These figjures econfirm that, they nek do not
get only sufiicient food but also they are deprived of nutritions

food. Ihey become viectim of many chroniec dl geages becau e of
malnutrition and ingufficient food,
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As seen from the ta ble the expenditure on focd is 77.9 percent,
14¢7 percent is on clothinge. Warlis can hardly afford full clothing,.
Most of them roam about with half na{ked‘bcﬂies. The expenditure on
travelling 1s just 2.7 percent. They do not mind covering long distance
on foot. Most of them can not afford shoes. The expenditure on shoes is

. Oe1 percent, and on Education is also 0«1 percent. The expenditure on
medicine is le2 percent. They hardly go to dispensaries. The Bhagat or
Bhuva plays a vital role. The expenditure on social or religious rituals
is about 3.3 percente

4s seen from the above table one can easily ses that as comparsd

to Kolghas, Kathodis, Kotwalias, Siddis and Padhars, they are much
below the poverty line. A pereon having less than Rs.57/- per month
expenditure is considered to e below poverty linee(This norm was
prepared by Sardar Patel Institute, 4dhmedabad in 1977-78). The latest
figure is Rse62/- per person per monthe Warlis are having hal f
expenditure than this norfmative figures The extent of the miserable
life of Warlis is beyond ane'é imaginationes They can not survive on
their meagre incomes They are compelled to borrow to meet their daily
needss The interest rate is immaterial as long as they continue to

survives

indebtedness:

» the comparisan of the two tables of income and expenditure makes
it evident that borrowing is a necessity for warlis. Unfortunately, all
Wdrlis can not borrow as they can not pledge anything in lieu of
monetdry loane It's customary to mortgage one's land or one's cattle,
but majority of the families cannot afford this al so.

Classificaticn of Indebtedness family

2 Hre; IOT AL
— __Dharampur Vansda lotal
Landholder Land land land land land
less holder less holder less
Total family 178 112 55 45 233 157 390 (100.0)
(100.0) (100.0)
Indebtedness 121 74 33 17 154 o1 245 ©2.8

T — —

- —_— m—

- Qut of 390 households, 245 families were able Co borrow 62.8
PEI‘CEntq Cut of these 62.1 percent havinu;, their own lang while 5840
percent were landless,




e e -~

=

e

,

€°8T 6EB €T A LZ€ ‘0T OSE'T 00Eg ‘g 2ot ‘2 L20%% PUFUT
L*T8 €09 ‘19 SSO 7T 895 ‘LY OTv ‘2 59T ‘22 S%9 ‘1T €8€ 'S WSEOU ]
¥ EugAIX AR EEXIXMYX
ILE¥d 30 ddil
N 0°00T Zhy 'SL L9S'LT  S18°LS 09L’E SO% ‘L2 LO8 ‘€T OT¥ ‘O¢ st °° 3020 Te3OT
L g > OEE ‘2 COT O€Z 2 - O€Z ’2 00T - B SISpTOyPURT
9°G¢ L82 ‘6T L6t 'L 068 1T O6T ‘T o9ov 1T LOZ ‘9 Oted ‘01 SBATIRTaN
L* €2 006 ‘LT 0002 006 ‘g T 000 ’Z 006 ‘ST - - ueq
O*TC S%8 ST OfT’'T STL'%T 03¢ G20 *%qg oG L 069 g AjeTo08 sAT3yeaadoo)
c*0 0ot = 09T - - - 09T JUSWUIS A0 D
7*9oC 0Z6 ‘61 o6 ‘9 086 ‘2T 061 0sa 1 05t % OfT ‘1T Saspus TAauoy
AN NOS =NIMOINOH
= - o - B ; -
GHe 16 ST LT €€ PL TZT SaTITWe I Ssaupajgspur
06 ¢ LST gz G GG T 21T SLT ~ Ser(Tuey TEI0rT
SSaTPUBT SIapToypueT SS@Tpue SIapToUpPUET SSeTpuer J8apTOoUpueg
301 CPSUBA ~ anduexeuq -
@ bequsd sy T 70T o= GEEE 5 i T SWa 31
: o¢ (°Sy uUT) SSsUpPfJgEDUT JO UOTIRPOTITSSE D

=




._‘—\-._

s 37 2

among st 245 households the amount of debt was Rsel3, 839 i.e.
average indebtedness per family was Rs.308/~. The main source of
getting loans were Traders and lMoneylenders(26.4 %) and relatives
(25.6%)« Thus they also have very close economic relationshipse In
the absence of anyotherf sources for getting loans,the relatives
stand by in critical timess The loans from Cooperative Societies
amount to 21.0 percent, out of which major portion was in form of
seeds or in form of cash. The hRerpBwkRg:mas Government porrowing
was just 0«2 percent., In Vansda, loans were taken from Banks mainly
puying cattle for milching purpose. In Vansda the Warlis also
borrowed from other tribal people. Most of the debt was incash (81.7%).
183 percent was in form of Kind e.g. seeds, manure, grains, clothes
etce The debts were incurred for various purposes.

FUKPOSE OF DEBT

— . e =

Purpose Areas _ XECak FC.
_Qhagamggr Vasndé ‘fﬂcal 0T AL
Land Land Land Land Land Land
holder less holder less holder less
fotal Family 178 112 55 45 233 157 390
Indebted 121 74 33 17 154 91 245
family —— = S e
soclicel &
Religious 8,039 3,915 600 170 8,639 4,085 12,724 1649
Kgriculture 2, 210 100 §,325 80 13,535 180 13,715 1842
Building
Construction 1,100 2,400 - - 1,100 2, 400 3, 500 de6
Lives 13,181 5,¢42 1,615 1,370 14,796 7,012 21, 808 28.9
Medicine 470 - 950 - 1,420 -gﬁ 1,420 1.9
3,¥9 0
Cattle 1,410 1,750 15,975 2,140 17,385 85980 21,275 28,2

Business 1,000 = = o 1,000 - 1,000 1.3

IOTALs eess 30,410 13,807 27,465 3,760 57,875 75,442 100.0
| 17, 567

1 = R s (17 8672) =

As seen from the table, the debts were incurred for the purposes

of meeting the household expense, for social and religious ceremonies,
agricultural expense, buying animals, for getting medicines, for
trading etcs 28.9 percent of debt was for household expenditure which
shows that their income is insufficient to meet the daily requirement s,
1842 percent of debt was for agriculture purposese 16+9 percent was
for Social ceremonies and 1.9 percent was for medicines. The depbt for

trading was just le3 percent wherein, only 2e3 families were involvedes

Assel g:
As such, Warlis lead such a difficult life that one can not expect

many assets grom them. Most of the assets are in form of land, house,

Lrees, agrie.impliments, ornaments and household articles. besides, these

dssets are inheritted and which det divided through

: Jeneration |
leads them to further poverty, 8y Thia

Pe— R ke e e

T .

!

|
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The assets shown in table were priced in accordance with the pelld
o
recent rates, hence they appear to Pe big but in {ealifxg the as%etg
are very meagree 45 percent of wealth was in form of lands 2347

percent were in form of house, 17.5 percent in form of cattle, 4.6

percent in formm of trees, 4.9 percent in form of household articles,
and Q.3 percent in form of ormamentse These ornamencs are made of
inferior metale One can hardly see silver or gold ornamentse

The avera.e assebts per person costed &8 Rs.4680/-¢ This include
land, house and other articleses Out of 390 households, 233 househclds
had lande So the average wealth per household amounts to Rse.H, 845/-,
This mainly include land and housees 157 = families were without land

and thelir wealth amounted only Rse.l, 468/-

The overall picture of Warli economy is very dismdl. They live
in 3‘&%&1? Very few basic necessity of life are met with, as the
income is extremely lowe. Opportunities within the community to
supplement family income are limitasde Industry is non existant and
animal husbandary is of little importance. It is difficult to meet

both ends meet in Vansda as well as in Dharampur,
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THE SOCILAL LIFL

The social ties in tribal societies are much more stronger than
other sections of the greater society. The traditional play sich a
vital role in continuing these ties, that the basic patterns of the
tripal s have remained same throucgh all these ages. Warlis are no
exception to thise. The Warlis staying in remote areas have hardly much
contact with the main stream of societye. Zven the geographical =®
conditions have helped the Warli society to remain aloof from other
tribals alsoe The village acts as an important binding force for
Warlise. The Patel or Patil (this title is inherited) plays a vital
role in maintaining the social traditions infact. He has his sag in
every affair(individual, socia@l or religious) of Warli societye
Karbhari and Kathia hold second and third place in wWarli hierarchye.
Kathia - (his position is also hereditary) is a sort of watchmen and
works as an immediate helper to the Patel. he Fatel and Karbhari
have the previlage of getting first invitations on any occasionse AL
the wedding times, there is a custom of 'The Fagree tieing' to the
patel and Karbharie The Kathia gets few Rupecs. Whether it is a
festival or a funeral, the village acts underl the leadership of Patele
He is entitled to hold the court with the help of other eluerly people,

when requirede

It is interesting to note that there seem to be persisting
fights between adjoining warli villagese The intervention of the
Patels of the respective villages becomes a must to stop the normal
fight taking a violent turne.

Politically a great stress is given to Panchayati Raj at village
level. But for warlis, the Patel has more authority than the Sarpanch.
The Sarpanch gets elected so there can be an opposition group but

%

the Patel inherits his position and his é;thnrity does not get
challangede

Warlis can be clascified in three groups (1) Davar Warli
(2) Nehri warli (3) Murday Warli. The majority of Davar wWarlis stay
in Gujarate

Family

The family system is patriorchal, Fatrilocdl and patrileneal.
The father is considered the head of familye. The status of women is
subsidiary to men. Wife b=ating is very comnon among Warlise. Though
women are cgiven freedom in certain matters, the main gisg decisions

are taken by men. he averade size of Warli family consists of
4 to 6 Memioer Se

Both, in Vansda and Dharampur the nmumoer of 3 families having

4 to 6 members were more i.e« 2449 percente
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NUMBER OF FAMILY ACCORDING 10 SIZE OF FAMILY

e — e — —— — e e —————— ==

Size Dharampur Vansda Total Kexpant s

Total Family 290 100 390

. l to 3 members 40 15 55

g 4 to 6 members 156 50 214
(53.8) (58.0) (5449)

7 €0 10 * M B84 23 107
(29.C) (23.0) [ 27e4)

Above 10 " 10 & (&) 14
3oy taﬁﬂ) (4+0) (3:6)

ToCLaleesowvesavee 290 100 390
((100.0 ) [ 1000 ) (100.0)

e o= — e —— —— — —

NUMBER OF MEMOERS ACCORDINZ TO SIZE OF FaMILY

—_—

Size Char ampur Vansda Total FCa
Mal e Female Male Female Male Female
Total family 290 100 agg 22° _
L 1 to 3 Members 59 53 24 21 83 74 6.0
4 to 6 " 396 385 147 142 543 527 4742
. 7 to 10 " 380 318 98 86 458 404 38.0
Above to - 69 53 28 29 a7 82 7 P% >
Pobal e os s alaleia 884 809 297 278 1181 1087 -
GRAND TOLALie « o o0 1693 575 2268 1000

_—— = — e T e —— e - e —

As seen from the table the average family of Warlis consist of
6 memberse The families having 1 to 6 members were 54,0 percent, the
families having 7 to 10 members were 38.0 percent, The families k=
having more than 10 members were 712 percent. Thus warlis seem to De
having medium size family.

The Warlis do not incline to have joint family systemes Majority
of them prefer to stay separate after marriagee

The following table gives the information about the types of

" the familvye
IYPE of FaMILY

._ Taluka _ Joint family  Ticlear Family  Total Eamily
Dharampur 114 176 290
Vansda 40 60 100
;‘.__:;_ e M#—
OlAleveeanes 154 236 - 390
Yercentage 3965 605 10040

| —

p— e —— S S—

= = —_—

*_—_mﬂ____‘___— -

i
l
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It is evident from the table that 605 percent of the total
families under survey were having miclear familiese However 39.5

percent were joint familiese.

The Warlies are independent by nature, They marry at late ages
Besides, the houses are so small that the newly weds are compelled
to build their separate house after marriage. Whatever debt is

incurred due to marriage is the borne by the new familve

SETILEMENT IN THE VILLAGES

— — e

Yeadrs Dharampurﬁrea'Vansda L'otal Percentage
1 to 5 5 - 5 1.3

6 to 10 2 - 2 Oe5

11 €to 20 2 2 4 1.0

21 to 40 - - - =

40 to 60 - - - A

Above 60 y=ars 281 08 379 97 e 2

B I 290 100 390 100.0

= — — - - _—— ——— ——

Most- of the Warlis have settled in this area since generationse
As seen from the table, the 97.2 Warlis of the selected 8 villages
have settled for more than 60 yearse Only 2.8 p=rcent had settled
for 1 to 20 yesarse =smongst these newly settled Warlis, the most of
them were son-in=laws who had settled in their wives villaves. Some
families had migrated to this area because their original villages
wele destroyed by floodse llowever, they already had their kinghip

relations with the habitants of their new residence for many vyearss

he Warli society is mdde of Dloocd relations, marriage alliance
and they have also the sgystem of having son-in-law in the house.
fhus the family has all sorts of relativese The family in tribal

society, as compared to non-tribals, is a powerful social unit. They

have strong kKinship bondse
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DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILYES ACCORDING

10 THE RELATIVES

LIVING IN THE YAMILY

_— ——

Relatives living with

SCe
NOw. family Dharampur Vansda
le Husband & wife 8 8
2. Hhusband, wife and their unmarried 155 49
children
3¢ Husband, wife and thelir married
and unmarried children 22 4
4, Hugband, wife, married sons
their wives and grand sons &« 18 5
daugheers
5« Husband, wife & unmarrtied sons,
daughters, married sons, their
wives and thelr sons & daughters 28 12
be Husband, wife & unmarried children,
married daughter, Son-in-law and
sons and daughters of daughter 6 1
7« Husband wife and married sons and 3 =
their wivdes
8¢ Husband wife, parents of hugband
and brothers and unmarried children 1 1
0, Husband wife and their unmarried
children and husband's widow mother 18 3
10 Vidower, unmarried children, married
soins & their wives, married 2 -
daughter and son-in-law
lls Widower, married son, daughter-in- 3 1
law and graend sons & daughters
12, Widower, married son, daugh.er-in- 2 1
law & unmarried grand sons &
daughters
13« Husband wife, son-in-lay, married
daughter, daughter's children and 3 3
vg married son but his wive is eloped
14, Hugband wifes, married son, dauchter- - 2
in=law and married daughter but
deserted by her husband and her
children
15. Hisband wife, unmarried sons,
married son, daughter, daughter- 3 2
in-law & son-in-law
16, Husband wife, married sons, daughter-
in=laws, grand sons & daughters , 2 1
unmarried children and widower
father of wife.
17, Husband wife, widow mother,
unmarried sons & daughters, brother,
brother's wife sons and daughters 3 3
and divercee brother
18 Husband wife, brother's wife and
hes children 4 1
19. Hasband, wife and parents 1 2
20, Husoand wife, unmarried son,
daughiters and widower son & 1 1

grand son

26

23

21
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2le Wife & Huspand (Second) and 2 = 2
unmarried Son and daughter |
of first husband

22« Husband wife and unmarrcied

brother & sister 1 <= 1
23, Hugband wife & desert daughter 1 - -
and her unmarried children
24, Husband wife and divercee son 1 - 1
25 Widow and unmarried sons & 1 - 1
daughters
26, Musband wife, unmarried brother,
sister, married dauwghter and 1 -3 1
brother—-in-haw -
I'ID‘.L‘JLE.I-'U-‘I.'-I.'."‘l-lllll-‘.‘ 290 100 390

i - — o s . i o

The table shows that the family relationships were mainly based
on blood relation and marriage alliance and accordingly the
relatives stayed to gether in some familiese The tribal society is a
homogeneous society and as consists of smaller mumber of people, the
bonds are very stronge. They stand by each other in times of calamitye.
The social religious and economic ties are very close amongst theme
In contrast with Hindu sociely links through women inmarriage are
as important as through men. On account of a strong sense no body in
warli ramily feals insecure.

Gotra - Ihe family system.

Gotra means the relationship out of same parents, thus it consists
of brothers and sisterse. hence the marraige in the same gotra is
prohibited. However during our field work, 2 instances of marriage

in the same 'gotra' were found.

The 'Patel' always hails from the original settler familye. His
position is hereditorye His position is distinct and powerful in the
villajes His presence in any social ceremony is considered obligatorye.
when he has his own social family functions, the head of next ‘cotra!l
in the village hierarchy precides the functione.

lhe village has Qifferent *gekxaksxx® funeral grounds for different
'‘gotras's Each gotra stay in a difierent falia. Whenevar there is some
function at a relative's place, the participation is very sponteneous
and the reciprocal gift giving is carried on by set ruless

d

fhe Warlis have variety of 'Gotra', some are name,\after birds,

animals, trees, while some are Lased after placese e«ge ?ﬁHTﬂgd
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S
(1]

Now Name Expl anecion
le Kalho Fox - animal
2. Marha Feacock - bird

| 3 Ambar | Mango tree

: 4, Dodka Turia - vegetable
5« Najk-Patil Yesionation

L 6. Gavali Shepherd - Business
7« FPachalkar, - Dangarkar ¥lace

I'he 390 households under the survey belonged to various gotrass
The following table gives information about the various Gotrasg and

the mumber of family memlers in that gotra in Dhnarampur and Vansdas

DISTRIGUTICHN OF FAMILY ACCORDING

I'C GOTRA
SL e NOe hame of Gotra 'alukxa
Dharampur Vansda
le Tumpada 31 -
2 Khale 9 —
e Khalia 2 -
4e Kunti 13 -
3 Se povala 9 -
Se Kachara 4 -
5 s Bagul 5 -
‘ Be Asdre 6 -
9. ¥  Valavi ' 16 ¥
10 Kharpade 5 =
11 Sananti 33 -
12 Kardode 2 -
13, Cjare 3 -
14, Vasava 2 o
15 Chinc adan 2 o
164 Moharia 3 2
17 e Karpad 2 -
18 Kakad 2 -
19, Bhavar Q s
20« Dhasar 2 —
21le Thorkhad 3 -
220 Gotarni 3 -
» 23 Jajar 2 =
24, Bartha 4 -
w . 23 Iibhara 1 _
26, Ninkode 1 s
27 o Dhumada 1 _
28e Dhodi 1 -
29, Dhodak a 1 _
30 Vagh 1 _

m.. N I | -l T B D 3



31.
32
33,
34,
35.
36,
37
3B,
39
40,
41
42
43,
44
45,
46,
47 o
48,
49,
S0
S5l
520
53,
54,
55
56
57 e
28
29
60
€l
62
63+
64,
65,
56 o
674
68,
69
704
T1l.
12
73
744
=
764

77
184

Bhoya
Nighal
Bi
Chaudhara
Ravate
Thal nak
Boge

Al aba
Bunjad
Barap
Giranthar
Sabar
Sambar
Kasare
Hilim
bagada
Radia
vad

Kh adam
Valu
Vani
Ghatar
Gahal a
Dhum
Vakat
Bhurkul
Yarvad
Gorat
Osdre
Klnanjodia
Vaijal
Fathvad
Randia
Vanjaro
Mandkar
Vadkar
Rathad
palavi
Chauhan
Valma
vattar
Gagada
Rada
Hasari
Mothakar
Vaghar
Tmojad
Knhichari

ne
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79. Mange 1 -
B0 Pather = 7
81, Perania - &
82 . Tamadi - 5
83. Aberkhadi a - 3
84, Handvi - 7
85, Kunvar - 5
86 e Var - 3
87 « Mokachi - 3
88, Kangari - 2
89 Sovaliye = 2
00 Sole - 3
ol. Tadavi - 1
92 Gavali = 2
93, Fawar - 1
9d, Sapata = 7
95, Ghatad - 1
96« Suskar - 1
97 « Sonar - 9
98, Tatar = 6
99 Magiva " 3
100 Fonaje - 1
101le Kode - 1
102, Ilim - 1
103 Bayataria = 1
104. Nevad - T

— T . — i — e, e, ——— i, e, | i, — ——— e, g ——— e —

Thus there were 104 gotras for the 390 households under surveys

Kinship Relations

As discussed before th=re are two types of kinship relationship

in wWarlise

(1) Relations based on Dlood.

(2) Relations based on marriage alliance.

Relatives in 1lst kind are inter related Lecause of common blood.
The relations can be necer or distant. The family members, spread over
in three generations are considered nedar relatives, while other
relatives a re ccnsidered distant relatives. The members of same gotra
are considered relatives Lased on'kblood relations'e The most nearest
relatives are as follows:- Hisband wife, Fatherason, Father-daughter,
Mother-sgson, Mether-daughter, Brother-Brother, Brother-sister and
sister-sister, Then there are Father's Father,mother, brother and
sister and Mother's father, mother, brother and sister.




¢ 48 3

Marriage alliance creates new relationse Its customary to get
Maternal Uncle's and Paternal aunt's children married., Thus there
are relations within relationse It is quite common to see them

staying to gether,

As the villages are small in size, the members of other Gotras
as well as non-tribals reciding in same village, make a new kind of
fraternity. The invite each other on important social occasions and
also Teciprocate giftse.

RILES OF BEHAVIOR:

ROSCILCELBRS

Warlis have set rules of behavior and they observe them religious-
lye The elder brother is not expected to call vounger brother's wife
Ry her name. Same way younger brother's wife is also supposed to
observe certain restriction in the presence of her huspband's elder
brother and his wife. Samne way, between Mother-in-law and Son-in-lawy,
Father-in-.law and son-in-law, Father and son, Father and daughter,
Mother and son, Brother and sister and with other elders in the

family there are customary behavioral patterns.

It is common to have edsy joking relaticnship amongst the same
age group in the family., It is also customary to joke with persons,
with whom there ig a possibiling of marriage.

Indirect Relations

i — e, ., ——

I'he husband or wife can not adress each other directlye He or she
is adressed as one of the children's father or mother,

T
All these indicate that there is a constant endavour to strenthen Jl
the tieses The restrictive customs are not meant for curbing the
relationship but the rules are there to maintain the customary pattern,
Thus kins of all kinds, paternal, maternal, and affinal are recognised
and becouse of this trong sense of fulfilling kinghip obligations,
the community is drawn together by bonds of social and economic
kREgRir interdependence. lhe Warli soclety seems to be very
egalitarian and the real sense of cooperation pervades their daily

lifes The kinship relations work as social insurance.
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KINSHIP TERMS

E;: Rel ation
le Father
2 Mother
s 3. Son
4. Daughter
5. Hasband
6s Wife
7¢ Brother
B Sister
9., BStep brother(Son of Step Mothergd
10« Step brother(Son of Step Father)
11le Step sister (daughfer of Step
Father or Step Mother)
12« Elder Brother
13. Yohger brother
1l4. Elder Sister
‘*' 15 Younger Sister
16« Father's brother
= 17« Brother's son
18 Father's younger brother
19. Father's Elder brother
20« Elder Brother's son
2le Elder Brother's daughter
22+ Father'sg Elder brother's wife
23, Father's younger brother's wife
24, Father's Elder brother's son
25« Father's Elder brother's daughter
26, Father's younger brother's son
27+ Father's younger brother's
daughter
286 Father's Elder 5ister
29, Father's Younger gister
30 Father's 5ister's husband
31. Father's Sister's Elder son
- 32. Father's Sister's younger gson
33. Father's Sister's Elder daughter
34, Father's sister's younger
3 daughter
35, Father's sister's sons's wife
36. Father's sister's daughter's
hu sband
37 Father's sister's son's son
38s EFather's sister's dauwghter's

aught er

e

R = — — e T e

Term of
Refererice

Ba

Aava
Fose,FPosa
Yorghi, Pohi
Navaro

Navari, Baiko
Bapa

sai
Baba
Baba
Sai

Mot ababa
Bariklavala
Moti Bai

Sy name
Motobas, Kaka
Babo

Kakp

Mot abas
Bhatrijo
dhatriji
Motes

Kaki

8abo

Bai

babo

Bai

Fui
Fui
Flama
Bavo
Mehane
Vahnis
Salish

Bai
Bala(sadhun)

shatrijo

shat ri ji

By name
By name
By name of Son
(Inteonkdiate)

n ] ﬂ'f
daughrer(" )

gy name or NER
baba

By name

By name
5y name
Sy name

Motababa
5y name
Motibal
By name
Motobas
By name
Kaka
Motabas
By name
By name
Motes
Kaki

By name
3y name
By name
By name

Mama

By name
by name
8y name
By name

By name
By name

By name

5Y name



39,

41
42
43,

44,

43

47,

48,
49

ole
52
534
S54.
535,
564

57 ¢

61le
62
63,

64,

65,
66
67 o
68
69,
700
T1le
72
73
Tde
715
76,
17
78

3

Mother's Elder Brother Mama Mama
Mother's younger brother Mama Mama
Mother's Elder Brother's wife  Fui Fui
Mother's younger Brother's wife Fui Fuai
lother's Elder Brother's son Bhavas~-1f elder By name
_ ‘Eﬁﬁ%ﬂ‘ﬁ”ﬁﬁ%ﬁr b &
Mother's Elder Brother's Vahuni sh By name
daughter (elder)
Mother's Eldaer Brother's Salish By name
younger daughter
Mother's younger Brother's son Moto-Bavas 3y name
Nano.lMehane By name
Mother's younger Brother's Moti—Vanumni sh 8By name
daughter Nani-—Salish
Wife's brother's son Jamay By name
Wife'g brother's daughter Vahi Lage By name
Sister's son Bhasas, Jamay By name
Sister's daughter Bhasi s, Vahu By name
Mother' s Elder Sister Motis Motis
Mother's younger sister Jiji Jiji
Sister's son \ By name BY name
Sister's daughter By name By name
Mother's Elder sister's Mota Vahas Mota Vahas
hu shand
Mother's younger sister's Kaka Kaka
hu sband
Wife's younger sister's son Sakhino putra By name
Wife's Elder sister's son Adkad Saduna 3y name
Sekus
Wife's younger sister's Bai By name
daughter
Mother's Elder sister's son Daba Baba
Mother's younger sister's son Baba Saba
Mother's Elder sister's Bai 8y name
daugnter
Hother's younger sister's Bai By name
sksk daughter
Father's father Dover sahara Doverpahara
Son's son A3jo Bas By name
Son's daughter Asjo Bas BY name
Father's mother Dosi s Dosis
Daucghter's son ABjO DBas By name
Daughter's dauchter ABjo Vis By name
wife's father Mamo Mama
Wife's mother Fui Fui
Daughter's husband Jamai By name
Hasband's father Mamo Mamo
Hushand's mother Fui Fui
Son's wife Vahus Bai
Wife's elder brother Bhavo By name
Nife's younger brother Mghane BY name
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79+ Elderks sister's husband Bhavas Bhavas
(called by male)

80 Elder sister's husband Bala Bala
(called by female)

8le viife's elder brother's wife Bai Bai

82« Wife's younger brother's wife Bai Bai

83« Yournger Sister's husband Bhavas Bhavas
(called by male)

84« Younger 3Sigter's husband Bala Bal a
(called by female)

85 Wife's Elder sister agkdd Sasus sai

86e Wife's younger sister Salis Bai

87 Wife's elder sister's husband  Satus 8y name

8Be Wife's younger sister's " Satus 8y name

89, Husband's elder brother Jetharasg

90« Husband's vounger brother Derus By name

9l, Husband's elder sister's Bala Bala
husband

92. Husband's younger sister's Hala Bala
hu sband

93+ Husgbhand's Elder sister Vahani sh Vahanish

94, Huspband's younger sister Nandas By name

95, Elder brother's wife Bhovjas Bhovjas

G (called by male)

96, Elder brother's wife Bai Bai
(called by female)

97« Younger brother's wife Vahm
(called by male) '

a8, Younger brother's wite bai Bai
(called by female)

99, Hugband's Elder brother's Jethanipai s3ai
wife

100« Husband's younger brocher's Derani sh By name
wife

10l Son's wife's father Ihaish By name

102« Son's wife's mother Thanish 3y name

Village

- - g —

Tne 'village' is one of the important sccial unit in any society.
The fom of village and the geographical conditions are the determining
factors of any given societye. The geographical conditions of Warli
habjitat are quite peculiar, In Dharampur, the arca is hilly and full
of small streams and rivulates. So the communication with these village
is very difficult., Out of six villages survevad, only one village
(Silgha) has a bug route and that too operdtes only during the months
of February to May. lNone of the villages has a regular shope. hey
dcguire their daily requirements from weekly hatse The villages are
mostly spread between 4 to 6 kmse The houses in a village are never
ouilt in one arsa but they are dispersed and they can be classifiegd

a - 1o . t - . oy =
ccording to 'Falia' or 'Pada', Lven these faliag 2lso do not form a
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streets 4as the area is very uneven, the houses are built in a

scat tered manners The village 'Findhara devi' is built on the top of
six hillockse The village 'Asstol' is spread over the sourrounding
valley of the hille The village Silgha is situated on a slope. The
whole region is so hilly, that it is not possible to sec one 'falia'
from another falia.

all &

Falia is a cluster, whose memoers mostly belong to the same gotra.
They visit and work &mréxgl with one another, and they form a sort of
cooperative groupe Thus ingpite of maintaining a separate identify,
the falias are part of the village commnity. “he people as whole
cooperative in work, recreation and rituals. The members of the Bkffrrsn
different falias inter marrye (It was found during the field work that
a Maslim had married a Warli woman amd was participating in all the
social occasions with equal zest). The village Silgha is devided into
14 faliase

Description of Faliag(FPadas)

le PYatel Pada: It is named after the Patsl of the village. It has a
school, a public well, Forest Oiiicer's house, Forest Co-opszsrative

Society house etce

. 2o UmarPadas fhis is situated above Fatel Fadae It is named atter
Umar treees The Umar tree is worshipped at the time of marriage.
It does not have a welle.

3¢ Hatgari s The weekly Hat is held here on each Saturday and
hence it is named as Hatsari.

4e Adolpada 3 A big roct is lying horizontal here and so it is
named Adolpadae

S« Ranpada @ Ihere was a very dense forest over here. So it
call ed Ranpada-

6e Vaganpada s The stream over here flows for all the 12 months,.
Thus it is called Vaganpdadae

7¢ ChickechiMalisThe falia is situated on @ hill and it looks like
storey so 1t carries this namee.
8e Sedar Pada s 'Sindhoor' means red and the mango trees in this

bear red mangoes. So it has the name of Sedarpadas,

9 DTarichipada: This falia has many palm trecs so it is called
. Tarichipada.
10« Naikpdda ¢ s the land and the estate were acguired in this
area as Jagir it is named as Naikpada,
1l. Barddpada 3 'The ar=a appears as a back of the hill and so is
called Bardapada.

12. Karanjpada 3 The falia is full of Karanj trees.
13. Sambarpada 3 There are many blg trees over here and Pig trees are

known as Sambdr and so the falia is called Sambarpada.
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14 Thailhedi: Thai means a paw. It is said that in old times the
tigers used to paw the trees and hence it is named as Thailhedi.

Ihe social solidarity amongst Warlis is not limited in village
boundries onlye There is inter-relationship betwesn surrounding
villages also. However cases of ccnq;afé between villages are also not
rare. During the difficult months Warlis migrate in search of work and
the new bonds are created amongst the members of different villages
on the new work sitee. They also travel to Dharampur for certain
official work and this activity leads them to creat new contactse

As stated before the village acts as an important soccial unit in
Warli societye. The following example will give an idea about their
social solidaritye

" The trenches around 'Patel falia' and Hat sarifalias always remain
full with water. Immediately after monsoon, the fishing on individual
Dasis cannot De carried one It is the Patel or the Patil decides the
day and its has, who gives permission for £ishing on collective basi se.
Usually the villagers collect fodder from the trees and keep it on the
banks of trenche After accquiring the permission f£rom the Patil, this
fodder is thrown in the trench. Slowly in water starts turning yellow.
This has a stupor effect on fishe They start getting sleepy and popx
out of water for breathing air. The villagers start catching fish and
crabs. They can collect fish individually now. But if they get a
special fodder from Maharashtra they have to pay for the fodder. In
that case, the families who have paid for the fodder catch fish
collectively and them they distritute the fish amongst them.

Inter relationship in the Village

The major population in Dharampur district consist of Warlis.
However they keep amicable relations with Teachers, T'raders, Admini-
strative starff etce As they constantly borrow from the traders, they
maintain good relationship with them.

buring the fieldwork it was found out that they looked down uu oW
the Kolchas as the Kolchas eat the flesh of dedd animadlse The Kathio
comes from Kolcha tribe. Ee plays musical instruments on soclal and
religious occasions and for that he would Dpe paid between Rs.5 to 10.
The warlis don't drink water at Kolcha housese The Kolchas are treated
ds untouchabless Besides Kolchas even some Uhodias and Kunbis were
found staying in the villages. They maintain good relationship with
thems Hierarchically, Dhodias and Kunbis are superior to wWarlise. They
participate actively in social functions and also render economic help
when recuired,
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THE LIFE CYCLE

It's an established fact that the habitats of any remote area
which is ocut off from the main stream for many years have a very
close knit society and hence the socizl, the relicious and the economic
aspects of life can not be segragated. The Warlis live in the State
of extreme povertye Their poverty hags become an integral part of
their culturees Because of poverty, their socizl and religious
activities centre arround the economic lifee. They have set customs
for every thing in life, These customs have been carried out since
many years and hence are locked upon as the layse The traditions are
very sacred for themes The study of their life cycle will easily
indicate the importance of the traditions in their lifee. From cradle

YE
-efff~tg grahé the Warlis underyo certain ceremonies which may look

-

religious but at the same time they are socially important,

Menst ration

The girls when reach puberty start menstruating. In Dharampur
menstruating lady is called as "Doki Dhovayga" (means a woman needing
hair washing)e. The menstruating woman is supposed to get her hair
washed after four dayse In Vansda the term 'Sanni' is used, for siuch a
girle There are certain prohibitive customs set for such woman. She
is allowed to carry on certain activities and she is banned from
certain activitiess

She is not supposed to carry on her daily activities like
filling water, cooking, grounding etce She is not supposed to go near
the placefuw‘.ﬁ\egﬂihe family gods are installed, neither can she
participate in any religious ceremonieses The seyual relation are also
prohibited during this period. However she is allowed to carry on
working on farms or collecting forest produce or other laoour works

Once the mentruation period gets over i.e. after four days sghe
is supposed to bath properly, especially she is supposed to wash her
hair. This i1s supposed to be a purifyinc bath. She can resume her
daily chores after this proper bath,

Wwhen a woman stops getting the mentruation period she is

supposed to be pregnent. The other symptoms according to Warlis are
getting nauseatic feelings and an urge to eat clay.

Though they know that the sexual relations cause pregnancy, they
also believe that the conception cannot take place without thE'bmé$ of
gods an unmusual delay by a newly married woman to conceive is viewed
as the standard supernatural punishments, which may be due to a curse
by the ancestor spirits or supernatural powers. Hence in such cases
the help is sought from the Bhauats or Bhuvas,




55

Beliefs

Childlessness is viewed with serious concern by both, husband
and wifee. The couple then resort to takes certain vows like not eating
fish ete or giving a aukﬂr a chicken as a sacrifice to the gode In
case of an unusual defgy they resort to witch craft also.fthe witch
dnctcr'tries,fa find out the reason and guide the couple in undertak-
ing certain specific religious ceremonies. Certain herbs are collected
from the forestse The witch doctor makes a small bag of these herbs
and after performing some ricudls, he ties the bag arround the neck of
womane This is known as 'Peti bandhvi's After the birth of a child ,
at the time of 'Fanebora' or after two three imonths of a child birth,
da religious ceremony is periormed for this bag which is known as
Peti Poojane. Till the "Peti Poojan" is done the woman does not eat

certdain foode
‘Peti Poojan'

The witch doctor is czlled on the 'Peti Poojan' day. He makes
5> idols from the rice doughs These are supposed to be the spirits.
They are installed on small mats and are decked with vermilion by
the witch doctor who keeps on enchanBing certain verses. Then the
woman is cidlleds She sits with her child before these spiritse The
witch doctor unties the 'Peti' from the woman's necke. He circles the
spirits over the mother and child's head. Then he offers the coconut
and he also offer the liguor to the spiritse Then they take away the
spirits from the house and install thé:Et a distant placee They (Jhéﬂi>
sacrifice a chicken there, The relatives*i?ggthe witch doctor then
consume the liguors. The chicken is brought houge by the relatives.
It is cooked and eaten with ricee. The witch doctor is paid for this
ceremonys There-are-Rne-s

(=

There are no special rules for prggnant womane 3She carries on
her daily chorese There is no special food for preundnt womane. Ihe
delivery is done at the husband's place. The woman's parents are
informed about the child birth and according to their aPbility they
bring gifts for the child.

midwife is called. Each falia has its own midwiie. Unless permitted
by the falia midwife, other midwives do not attend the delivery,
Usually she is the member of the same linedage group and is expert in
effecting safe delivery. Some of them had takepr the training from the
nearest Primary Health Centre. The pregnant woman is given alchohol
before the delivery as they believe that the alchiohol reduce the
intensity of pain,

Men are not allowed in the room at the time of childbirth

unless an emerjency develops and even then Chelr role is limited. In
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the case of emergency, the Bhagat-Bhuva is cidllad and certain vows
are taken at the Timee.

The midwire cuts the umbpical cord with the dri=d stalk of Jowdars
In Vansda this umoical cord is purried in cdttle barn while in
Dharampur it's oburried in backydrd. The first bath to the new born

- ¥

c paby is given by the midwifes The new mother is considered to De
polluted and is treated as an untouchable for five ddys, her daily
diet consists of rice gruel only. Fish, onions, garlic and the sour
di shes are tabooed for her, after five days she is given rotla made
out of rice or Jowars. Sne is supposed to eat middle part of the rotla
only. The special cage is taken spo that the mother's milk remain
digestible to the child. The midwife is given the sum of Rs.5/~ as a
charge and sometimes she is civen grains alsoe. The fifth day after
the child birth is called the FPanchora and the special ritual on

that da3y is known as *'Panchora-Vidhi',

'Panchora~Vidhi'

This ritual is perfomed by the midwife. She asks the husband
to get necessary items (coconut, vermilion, red powder, mascara,
cottonthreads, small piece of wood) from the market. Besidasg this,

: the flour from five Kge. paddy 1s prepared and then three rottla of
flour, three-four £fish, a Dbottle of liguorjeoil for lighting lamp
are also collecteds The midwife besmears in house with cowdunge One
) of the wall is also besmeared with cowdung then she installs the god
on that walle. The new mother is g¢given kath by the midwifee. Then sone
customary ceremony is periomed on the wall where their god is
installed, the Bhuva sits cn the opposite side of the walle He makes
,30“3’%5111&11 palls out of rice th_lgh. The new mother sits with her child
B keeping her legs straight. IThey are covered with a piece of cloth. The
Bhuva then takes these rice balls (these are supposed to be spirits)
and passes then over the woman and childe. The same ceremony <¢feere is
repeated with rice rotlas and coconut pieces. Then these rice palls
and -the rotla pieces and coconut piecé;zfépt out sidee. Some licuor is
also poured theire. The midwife then takes the new born baby on a
plece of clothe This piece of cloth is used as a cradle and the child
is swinged thrice by two small girlse. Then the child is taken out by
the midwife and she blesses the childe Some ceremony is done at the

cherd
place where the umbical chored is burried. hen all the ceremony gets
2 over, the relatives fea-st on food and lisuor,

Petitieing ceremonvy:

fhis custom is prevailant in Dharampur. The Shuva is called
after 15 days of Panchora daye. He brinus certain herbs from the forest
and makes two bags of thege herb. He ties thewhrraund the child and
the mother atter performing the traditional rituals. If it s a first

-
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child then a cock is kept in the houses The mother sk is supposed
to re’fx‘ain from eating the flesh of gyoat or chicken accordingly

% The name ceremony

The midwife or the parents give the name to the childe If the
: child eries too much, then after consulting Bhasat the name of the
ancestors is given to the child.

Halr cutting ceremony

The f£irst hair cut is given after four-five monthse The hair
cutting ceremony is done in the presence of the maternal unclee.

=)

No other ceremony is performed a fter these ceremonies. The

younger children are locked aft=r by elder children. Some children
90—!—'.-9 to school, some just play, while some go to forests and collect the

forest produce, some take the cattle for grazzing, some go £ishing,

some help in agriculturee. Thus while performing these chores the

boys and girls come in contact with edch other,

Pre—-marical liasons

#hen the girls and boys come of age, thevy indulge in sexual
activities while they go to forest for grazing cattle or for taking
. bath in streams. They find many opportunities to indulge in sexe. Thus
sexual ngﬁ.%%;lb%ins 1long be£ﬂf: marriades Such relations Qége&nat
taken very seriously. However the case of conception,the boy is
forced to marry the pregnent ¢irl. If he refuses then he is fined

by the Sarpanch.

BExtra Marital relations

tiftg

Such relations are looked down by Warli society and many tigcs
and quarrels take place because either of the partner is unfaithful,
such culprits are fined according to their traditional customse

Marriage

The Warlis regardisey marriage essential for every young man and
woman of village. They believe that unmarried man or woman will turn
into a ghost or a witche. as suchj monogamy is common in Warlis but one
can come across quite a few cases of bigamy or polygamy. Some times
two sisters marry the same man. .
@IL
Froper material possession and good phys,i@mﬁconsidered g ood
qualificdtion in case of men while for women veauty and deligence are

considered good attripcutes of a wife.

lhe marriageable age is between 15 yedrs to 20 yedarse The girl's
! : TR : ] i
parents get a bride price, so wheliﬁ they are',?ne:&d of mﬂney) Chey marry

of their daughter at esarly a.e. buring the fieldwork it was found that
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the land of some Warli family was covered Ly lMadmivan Dame Ihe
compensation money was not used in buying new land or building a new
house ut used for arranging the marriages of the youngsters in the

familye
3
AsE Al CHE TIME OF MARKIAGE
' — Areas .
4ge group Charampur Vansda Total Fercentage
M F M F Male Female M F
Total family 290 100 390 - -
10 o 14 veAars 45 151 - — 45 151 Bed 20 80
1841
15 te 19 " 324 241 32 120 356 361 6646 664l
| 6663
20 to 22 " 24 7 98 21 122 28 22.8 Sel
13.9
Above 22 -- 6 G 6 - 12 6 2e le
. = - = — 1le7
fotalessseeeresace 399 405 136 141 535 546 100.0 1000
o : 7 1000
G RNAD 'TOTAL wsess 804 277 1081 1000 o
The above table indicateg that only 8.4 percent of men were
4 married between the age of 10 to 14 yearse. In Vangda, none of the
member under survey was mdrried in this age groups The percentage
of married female in this aje group was 27.7 percentes The 66.0
percent of marriages were done in the age group of 15 to 19 years.
139 percent of marriage were in the age grmoup of 20 to 22 years.
gein it is obvious from the table that the females get married at
earlisr age mER WBR=® than men. The appropriate age of marriage
; 1s considered betwyeen 15 years to 19 years,
e following table gives the marital status of 2268 membears
under surveye
DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS
Status Areds
Dharampur Vansda fotal Fercentage
Male Female Male Female Male Female
‘ fotal family 290 100 390 v
= . - i !
Unmarried 466 380 161 137 577 517 50.4
- Married 399 405 128 128 527 533 46 F |
Widower & Widow 2815 ) 2222) 5 22(i2) 20 34 2.6
- ifﬂﬁh:llliiiilll ﬁﬁﬂ m 29?'_ SFS ﬂﬁi P LR 3
Divorcee 4 2 3 1 7 3 0.4
Tﬂtﬁl-.-u- *Te e 864 809 297 278 1121 1087
GRAND TOLALe se »a 1693 575 2268

——
ER— _—— e

——
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As seen from the table, the percentaje of unmarried personsg was
48.2 percent, that of married persons was 46.7 percents Thes percentage
of diﬁorcEes was just 0«4 percent while the pesrcentage of widowed
persons was 204 percent, ihe figure about divorcees though appears
to be low, it does not means that the divorces are quite BeEE, This
figures are very unstanle as the remarriages are very comimnon. The
widow, if Bhe is an elderly lady and has an elderly son does not
usually remarry. For & widower it's a different matcteres.

'he distance in which marriages are contracted.

I'he Warlis are very practical and so don't get their children
married off in distant villages. As the transport conditions are very
poor and so its not possilble to cover long distance on foot in case of
amergency. They like to meet edch other at weskly markets or at
festival time etce Thus the sslecticn of spouse is done from near by
villagee

LHE DISITANCE IN WHICH MARKIAGES ARE CONIRACTED

Eﬁstanca ___4Areas i r
(in Kmgs ) Dharampur Vapsda Potal Percentage
Total family 290 100 390 -
B X ST

In own village 183 63 246 4640

l to 5 Kingse e 38 38 .7‘1

6 to 10 KkmsSe 161 27 208 3868

11 to 20 kmse 35 6 41 Ta7
Above 20 Kmse - 2 4, Qed

— —
TOLTAL S s sa@d e dsna e 399 136 535 1000

As evident from the table, most of the marriages are done in
the village itself and it's ratio is 46.0 percentes 7.1 percent of
marrisges were done in the range of 1 to 5 kmse 3848 percent were
in the range of 6 to 10 kmse 7.7 percent were in the ranje of 11 to
20 kmse while only 0.4 percent were beyond 20 kmse

As guch marriage in same gotra is prohibited but exceptions do
take place in this matter. The allaince betwesn children of ﬁ?fernal
uncle and paternal sisters are quite common. Hence there is no
separate term for father-in-law. He is adressed as Mama and the
mother-in-law is adressed as Phoi.

The system of arranged marriage is prfevalent among Warlis.

However the other system of marriages also exist in Warli society,
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1. Kidnaping

Some times the girl is kidndaped by her lover from the market
or from the fair. The main reason for this seems to be economice When
it's not possible to give the bride price, the girl is kidnappede The
bride price is paid to the parents, later on, when they can afford it.

. 2. Forced marriage

The young Warli man and woman do have pre.marital relationse
Sometimes the man refuses to marry the woman. Then the woman by force
enters the man's house and pressuries the man to marry hers

3¢ House son—-in—law (Khandhadio stem

This is quite common amongst Warlise When the boy cannot afford
the bride price, he stays at hig in.law's place, and serves under his
father-in-law for 2-3 yearse Thus he pays the biide price by offering
his laboure Sometimes it so happens that there is no son in the
familye. In that case the son-in-law stays with his wife's parencs and
helps his father-in-law in his occupation.

4. Marriade by elopment

Wnen it ig difficult to get permigsicn of parents for the
2 marriage, the couple runs away from the village and gets married
and settles somewhere else. They retum to their village after two-

. three vyears.

In Warli society, the girl's parentd not only get the customary
pride price but*pthey dre entitled to get money from the groom's
parents for covering the expense of marriage ceremonye. If the aroom's
parents cannot afford this payment, the 'Nanipen' ceremonv is
perfomed. Then the girl can stay at her in_]':s;awg%place. The marriage
cian take place later on as and when the enough money is collected.

5 Fahun - the cuest

- It's quite common amongst Dharampur wWarlis, that the girl stays
at her in-law's pléce as a guest for 10-15 days. This provides an
opportunity to the girl to know her future husvand as well as her
in-laws welle If she finds them amicable and capable to support her
she agrees to the marriages She has a right to refuse the praposal
if the situation is contrary.

- fhese are the various methods of selecting one's life psSrter.

{he men and women are given equal opportunities of choice. Inspite of
that if the marriage failsg, tley are again at liberty to terminate Ehexx
their marriage and both can remarrye.
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Marriage expenditure

The average expenditure for a marriage in Warli society comes
arround Rse.1000/-« This includes the pride-price, the grain for
marriaye fedagt and in ormaments and clothes for bride. It also includes
the payment for the saree for the bride's mother and the pagree for
Patel. The expense for liquor comes arround 1s.,100/-« The groom also
getShis clothes newly stitchede In case of arranged marriages the

provision for emngagement ceremony is al so made.

L

The Eng ag ement

In arranged marriage, the boy's parents have to be in search of
a proper wife for their son after he attains marriageable age.
Information about prospective oride is sent to *bhe—ﬂyig zhe watchmakers,

who dare know as 'Bhanjgadias'e He is responsible to carry out the S/

negotiations bestween both the partiese If he succeeds in establishing
B - (o of S SO Pa <€E 1>
the tied to him at t time of marriagee

("fi‘@iﬁ " Pﬂlﬂ'ﬁ.&‘f Irjj
Ihe engagement is also known as 'Magni' or Eolpen. It is an oral

contract about the future alliancee. On a settled day, the boy's father

calls sarpanch, Patil, Kathia and other elderly kins to his place.

The boy is asked to sit near a place where the grains are storads The

: HE Pﬁg Ufaim v ¥ses

' Bhagat is also called, e installs the god and enchants .i.-s—ﬂ*—ee-}.y

gffered to men and women. Dancinyg and masic are part of the ceremonye
. 665C 8¢

in the afternoon 30 to 40 person from the boy's side go to girl's
places Ihe boy and girl are asked to sit to,sther and same ceremony is
perfomed at girl's place. again the liquor is offered hers. Now both
Zz_jl Zzziesgtiﬁcgﬁzi % EELEE“LC} CE'E' tiii??.g:. ""'her; the boy and the girl are

s P ies si O gether and decide about the amount

of grain to be sent for Jan etce The Patils from both the parties
play important role in this necotiatione However in many cases, the
economic situation of the boy's family is not good and he may not be
able to meat with the heavy expenditure feguired for marriage cer=monys
In such caeses the boy and the girl are allowed to stay together, The
marridge ceremony can take place when the aconomic situatien improve se
Ch

Ghan means grainse The boy's parents are suprosed to send the
grains to the girl's parents for wedding party. This 'Chan' is usually
e sent before 10 days of marriage day,

The boy's parents are supposed to provide for bride's Crousseau,

- In Dharampur the girl's party go to the Loy's residence for
wedding while it is the oth:r wady amony st the Warlis of Vansda.

w
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Invitations

Invitations are given in person and usually a band of local musical
instruments goes along with the person who is given the responsibility
% of giving invitationse. First they go to Patil and Sarpanchs They offer
liquor to them alongwith the invitations. Then they go to invite the
relativess 1The relatives offer liquor to the musicianse Each inviteee
is given "Haldal (Tummeric) and Chola(gram)", A gpecial messenger is

sent to invite people who stay in other villagese

spplication of Haldal

ihis ceremony is done at both bride's and groom's places.

The Patil and Sarpanch and other elderly kinsmen anoint the
bride and bridgroom in their respective homes with turmzric poweders.
Before anointing haldal, the Bhayat propitiates the dietye. The first
person to anoint the haldal is Patil. He gives fifty paise to one rupeges
to the g r-:rl‘?m. arter him other elderly kinsnen anoint the haldal to the
bride or the groom and sach one gives ten paise to one ruwpees to the

bride or the groome A gmall Mandap is erected at both the placeses The
local musicians keep on playiny their instmments while this ceremony
continuese.

umbar Puja

> The Umbar tree is worshipeed at the resgpective houses of the
bridegroom and the bride, The elderbrother and his wife and the other
ladies orf the family, along with Patil go near Umbar tree, hey carry
with themselves the cook=d rice, liquor and other Puja material (Red
powa@er- Vegg_&];inn - lamp etce) with m theme The younuer sister carries
the water/and a coconmut m on her head, She is known as saruli. If the

T

wedding procession is starting kar from the girls place, an edlerly
lady, who is proficient in marria.e ceremony dccompanies the ﬁgav‘ﬂ'm
processione They go near the Umbar tree and pirérm the customary a==
rituals. A gmall branch of Umuer tree is poought home and is kept on
Manddpe Along with the relg#gions ceremony, liquor is poured near the
tree. Then they all drink liquor and come home, singing and dancing e

ab night they all get together and dance through out the night. ‘The
bride is made to sit on the neck of an elderly relative and he dances
alongwith the other relatives,

Jan - e Frocession

# L T——— -

1he wedding procession starts at 4-00peMe EOr 500 Pem. fOr the
¥ house of the grooms Women and children also accompany the procession.
Ihrough out the procession, they go on singing and dancing. If they
can atioed, the professional dancers are Cialled and they keep on
entertaining the members. ey also perform the skits in their own
gAX dialecte A sum of 2% Rse25 to 30 is paid to thems.
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The bride wears new clothes and ornamentse The procession stops
at certain distance from the groom's houses [The kins men from the
groom's family go to receive theme They are offered ligquor and water,
They carry the bride and the bride groom and brinc them to the groom's

frey WL Tds
place, while singing and dancinge. JpﬁzL_tn_thLabnth the bride and

L
the bride groom are taken in the groom's house and certain marriage

-

rites are perfomrd near the mortar in the house. Then they are brought
in the Mandap and again some rituals are performed and they are asked
to great each othere (To say ram-Ram)e The groom is now declared
married and his status is elegated., He drinks liguor with every body
and greats his kinsmen by saying 'Ram-—Ram's He is how accepted as an

dadult.,

in the moming both the huskand and wife dre given a wx nuptial
Bath which is known as 'Fithi Cholvi'. The bride's party is offered
rice and liquore The party then leaves for home leaving the bride and
Kuruli (bridesmaid) at the groom's place. After 4 to 5 @ays the bride's
brother and other relatlvea ta}ceq ner from the groom's places LThen—
WJL
,ﬁfter a short };aiggd—the groom's relative take her away. Then onwards
she 1s supposed to stay with her husband. sShe can visit her parents

place on social occasionse

Divorce
7€
Divorce is considered legal in Warli society. There apd several

reasons for divorcee

1l Mal adjustment between husband and wife

2 Wife beating

3 Conflict with in=laws

G Impotency on the part of husband

Se Continueous illness maL either of the party C}g—

Be I'ne poor economic conditicns of husband

7 e Extra Marital rela-tions

8e Blopment with another person

Qe If thebride's parents are dissatisfied with the bride price,
then they don't send their daughter to her husband's place,

fhe Patils and the elderly persons and the srampanch is authori sed

to conduct the divorce procedureses It is known as ‘Kalki-Molvi'. Both

the parties -~ (groom's and bride's) remain presents They hold the
> alchol in Khakhara leaves and one wooden stick which is Known as Kolki
is broken in the two pieces by them, It means that though both parties
don't hold offense against each Chey are no more connectede. Their
relationship is broken like the wooden stick. “hen they pour the
alcohol around and after greeting each other with Ram-Ram. They also
drink alcochol and departe. The expense is borne by the party who had
asked for divorce. It also has to pay Che fine for breaching the

marriaue ﬁ"ugt- W
peEtt Poic

e —————
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Remarriage

Both, man and woman, (widow and widower also) are free to Cemarry .
The marriaue ceremony is done in a very simple way. The children either

stay with the mother or with her parents according to conveniences.
Sometimes they remain with their futher also.

. Marriage th Brother-in-law or Sister-in-law
(Diar-vatu , Sali-vatu

when the elder pbrotiwr dies in the family his wife is encouraged

*

to marry the younuer brother. The reasonsg are economic as well as
social.

If the woman dies then her younuer sister is coaxed to marry the
deceased sister's husbande If the husband is economically strong, he
can marry his existing wife's sisters Thus it is not common to see

two sisters married to the same man in Warli societye.

Marriage to the elder sister is prohibited as she is known as
'Makad Sagu'e.

Death

When a person is on death bed, his or her relatives are called

. immediatelys. If the person is unmarried then he/she is given bath arg
turmeric powder is applied on the bodye. It is decorated with vermilion
and mascara. If they can affoed, the dead bodv is adorned with new

\ clothes. In Vansda, the dead body is tied to bdmboo sticks and then
carried to crematoriume. In Dharampur, the dead body is lifted by few
reldatives and is carried to crematoriume. In Dharampur the body is kept
overnight in the house. The relatives keep on singing death songs
accompanied by banging of thali with stick. Rice is cocked in the
house and carried in khakhra lcsaves to crematorium. The women
L%the funeral procession upto the rest place of the village,
The women put rice, licquor and 5-10 pse coin in the dead person's
mounth .

ihe articles specially used by the deceased are al so carried to
the crematoriume. A pyre of logs is prepared for the dead person, and
then his body is placed on the pyre alongwith his used articlese. Then
male relatives put rice, liquor and 5/10pse coins in the moubhe They
dapply one full bottle of liquor on the body and then they put fire
to the bodye While the pyre burnsg, they bathe in the nearby river,
o hey r=turn to dead persons house. Mmey are ofiered liquor and Rotlas
Llietere Warlis don't burn all the dead PELSONSe 1he persons died in
accidents are not burnt but burried in the crematorium. he next day
they mdke a statue of the dead person and burn it.
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ihey smear the flour on the floor and keep it covered with the
bamboo bagkets The next day the bhagat takes away this basket anad
looks for certain signs which forcast the next birth of the dead
person. For 12 days they keep the cooked rice, liquor and water near
this places If the crow comes to consume this, they beliesve it to be
the dead person's soul.

Cn 12th day they celebrate the ‘karaj' of the dead person. But
bf the family can not afiord it on its own, the members of the same
gotra celeberate karaj of several dsad perfsons collectively, The
Bhagat who conducts this ceremony is known ag 'Kambdi ‘e It case the
family members complain about the haressment after death, the kambdi
Bhagat makes a wooden statue of the dead person and install it in the
nearby forest. On certain occasions, then the family memoers are agked
€o light a Bkamp under the statue and to make offering af ligquor.

religious Life

As discussed before, Warlis of Dharampur ware cut off from
mainstream for a very long time and were still having a very primitive
way of living. Even to-day their economic li:e depends upon natural
forces and heance the relicion plays a pivotal role in their life, Phe

y fear is the key for their religione Due to the constant struygyle for
survival they always take cautions not to offend supernatural beings .
They must be propitiated at appropriate time so that they do not get
offended or if they are offended, are appeased by right propitiatious,.
Som= of thege supernatursl beings ane gods ind godesses, others sresskyrs
ancestral spirits, ghost and witches. The Hinduism nas some influence

of the Warli religion but they have their own way of worshipping

these Hindu gods and godessese

GCods & s0odesses

o0me yods are house gods €¢ge Narandev, Kansaridevi, Hirwadev etc
while some are village Jods e.Je gamdev, Makherdev, Doongardev etc.
‘hey are worshipped by the village as a whole and the expense ig borne
collectively, They are worshipped at the time of Holi, New year, .../ le
&Batrij, Panchan. They are also Worshipped while undertaking economic
activities like sawing, rea éping , winnowing throwhing, const ructing

new house, buying new cattle etc. They are scared of malevalent spirits
and they try to fortify themselves against their wrath by magical
ritualse

" Bhagat-Bhuva

he Bhagat and Bhuva are Supposed protect against economic, social
Or physicdl calamities, They employ magical and religious rites so that

the life runs smoothly, They are Paid in ecasgh or in Kind e.a. grains,

15
FEOL €tec for Lemoving the evil eifect of Witches and ghosts.

ﬁ"_——_—h
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CHAaPTER 6

THE PROBLEMS.THE SCOLUTIONS

s The Warlis are surrounded by forests and hillockse. They are sailing
thelr life boat against the current their economic life is like a
continuous hurdle race. The poverty is woven in their culture, %’hey

do not know what is better lifes. Their life cycle goes on, in spite

of the inhospitable geographical conditionse.

The Housing

As the region.is very muneven, it is not possible to have all the
houses of the village at one place. The topod rapghy compels theﬂ]tn*lﬂ%ﬂﬂ
build their house in scattered manner., Due to the forest laws they can
not acquire the wood needed for building their houses freelye. The wood
is collected on sly and so they are always scared of the forest
efficerses Most of the houses are one room houses and are kuchcha
housess They need repair in every seasonx and they don't get protection
against the seasonal variizéﬁﬁﬁ%n t:ﬂgerature. Monsoon is pretty
difficult for them as to rave tileﬁﬁphe rost is an expensive propeition,
They cohabbit with their cattle and so this proves to be hagardous

in maintaing cleanliness and healty envirommernt,
wat er

In spite of heavy rains, the Warlis face the problem of acute
scarcity of water. The rain water cdan not be retained because of slopey
lande Besides the houses are built in a stattered manner and so the
wells can not be utilised by people living at distancee They are in
hapbit of using the water which is collected in small ditchese This
proves hagardous to thelr healthe

Land and griculture

-

This reyion has very little gland which is suitable for agricul.
ture. Whatever cultivation is carried on, is done on the low plain

p—
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land and on certain plots in foreste As discussed before the region

T |

— el

is hilly and has many rocky exposures., I'his is one reason for low
agricul ture produces

——
-

Soil and their nature are of paramount importance in agricultural
economye Here the averaje rainfall is around 100" but as the land is
slopey, the flow of rain water is very forceful and it washes away

the humus part of lande This affects the fertility of soil in adverse

»
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manners

As descriped before, the size of holding very gmall. Most of the
households had less than five acres of land. When the land is devided
, | & , )
rﬁ'amﬂng Drothefg gt is not recorded legallye. Thus the statastics of land

holdings are quite misleading.
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There is no proper method for giving open forest land for
cultivation to the tripals. Some times the lease is only for one yesar
and so the tillers remain indifferent,

¢ Lack of Irrigation facility

The nature of land is such that irripgation facilities cannot
be developed. When it is difficult to provide for proper supply of
drinking wdater, how can one think of developing irrigation facilitiese.

Though they have plenty of cattle, they donot use manure, Most of
the cattle is left in foregt for grazing so theilr dung lies in forest.
They are not accustomed to collect dung and use it as mamire. They do
not use chemicdl manure as they believe it to be harmful for soile They
do make 'aAdar' before cultivation(The method of slesh and burn)e.

Method of cultivation

The agriculture is carried on in the most primitive way. Aas
di scussed before the agricultural implemhbs are alspo very traditional.
: They do not use improved variety of seedse. The gseeds of improved
variety acquired at subcidised rates, are used for eating purposes.
. They use their own seeds.

Cattle

Ihough the number of cattle is big, the percentate of bull is smalle.
Most of the households had only one pulle The breed of bull is of
inferior kind and the absence of appropriate fodder their efficiency
is very lowe

Credit facilaty

The institutional credit facilities are almost nil over here. The
administrative hurdles ave too much for the illiterate tribalse. They
prefer to borrow from relatives of from private money lenders inspite
of high rate of interest.
Transport &and communication

Because of hilly area and too many rivulates, the transport

'

facilities have not been developeds There are very few Diuses because
of Kachcha roddse They are used to commute on feete. Their daily

’ necessities are met with &ke-in weekly hatse Warlis are not basically
agriculturists. They are the forest birds and are interested in thoge
economic activitieg which are connected with forests 2«Je collection
of forest produce, hunting etc. Secause of the new forest laws, their
income from forests has considerably reduced diid hence they are

ﬁh_— |
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forced to switch over to agricul ture, They are inaifferent to cattle
breeding alsos Whatever cattle they have, they are more of liabiling
as they trample the fields in absence of proper pastureland,

Thus these are some observations about the State of agriculture in
Dharampur and Vansda regilonse.

Labour

Next to cultivation, various labour WOrk, eege agricultural labour
forest labour, construction work etc, are the secondary source of

income,

ﬁg ri.labour

The local cultivation is rain feqd cultivation, so it does not
offer much scope for hired labour. The Warlis travel quite far - e«g.
up to Nasik, Valsad, Chikhli in search of agricultural work. They

travel with their families dand return to their village at the interval
of 15 days to collect grainse these distant ar-as provide employmant
opportunities for four monthge

Forest 1abour

— - i — i

Ifhey get employed by forest Coups ror & monlthe Some times their
services are used for making coal se

Constniection work

T s e ., R e, e e —

Iney are mostly employed in construction of roads.

— — -"-_--_-—--— il

he income from forest produce is very little as they are exploited
by private traderse

Hunting & Fishing

e, Ny W —

Because of new forest laws, hunting is quite difficult. Rivers and
streams get dried up in sumner and wintsr so fi shing is algo difficult,

Jobs & Services

th 7€
A4S em is high-rate of illiteracy, they can not get jobs so

easilye. But those who are educated get jobs as postman, forest watchman
etces But the experience has shown that if chey dre trained properly,
they do their job welle.




: 69

The Problem of Rehabilitation

The flow of mountaineous streams is checked by using the side of
hills but while dﬂingkgé many villages get drowned. In ﬁrﬂEr to
compensate the tribals for loss of their land, some land’ from the |
forests is passed over to the victimse But then this cr=atas serices of
problems, It takes long time to clear the forsst lande It takes even
* longer time i_;ﬂ legetir_gise this transfer efr:land., Most of tl}is

transfered land is unfit for profitable cultivations

Sometimes these victims are paid in cash. all sorts of malpracti-
ces are practiced'byéthegaﬁvt- Officers in handing over this cash to the |
tribals. Whatever lifcle amount Chey get, is spent on unproductive
consumption e.ge wedding feast or funeral feast. Thus the root of
poverty get deeper and deepel,

424
Children, Old people & disabled people

Ihe position of apove mentioned people is very precarious. In
Warli society, the number of dependent is more then the mumber of
earning memberse Hence the old and disabled people seem to be more of
in burden and are not looked after well. The life remains a sort of

punishment to them,
Health

Health finally depends upon the quality of the food and as Warlis
suffer of accute poverty cannot afford sufficiert and balanced diet.
In spite of working very hard they do not earn enough and so remain
hunggy for many a dayse In order to kill the hunger, they take to
alchohole. This has an xsr=Esk adverse effect on their health:, becauss
of mal-nutrition they become victim of T.B., Leprossy, Maleria,
Lyphoid and otihier intestinal and skin diseasese Howevear they are
not in habbit of taking help from Governher®al health facilitiss.

Even in times of emergency they consult Bhuvas or Bhauat s.

Education

The 1iteraﬂyﬁrate is very low amongst Warlis. The schools in
forest area are primary schools and they are very few. They are mostly
one teacher schools, who is supposed to teach four standardse There
are no permanent buildings for schools they run on Cemporary basis in
hut s« The parents are also responsible for such a state of Education,
hey are least interested in giving education to their children, The

position gets worst in the months of monsoon. secasue of lack of
transgport facilities, the teachers cannot commte between the schools

and their homes. So the proportion of absentise increases during
MONSOOnN «
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The following table gives information about the educational

statuse e

== [ LEVEL OF EDUCATION 2 ~ga\ M1 O ':111“:"-1" 1\;?';—'\ |
AV u '
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) " pharampur Vansda ) lotal Fercentage \ |
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— . ( This/excluded 1 te 6 years age persons)
Pohced ‘ . I
As seen from the apove table, 1728 mempers of 390 households were

illiterate, Thus 98 percent of the members were illiterate. Only 2.00
percent had taken gome educdtione 2Zven in this 2.00 percent most of .
them had not gones ahead then primaery education, In Dharampur none from
the six villages had taken education upto 10th standard, while in
Vansda region only 4 mempbers out of two village had taken education
upto 10th standarde The figures show that the proportion of literacy
among st women is almost nile.

The following table gives the information about the dhiildren who

wele taking education. .'

B 5,
- ) | T i1
erivs 1 [ To CONPTIUINS EDUCATION IN CHILDREN <177 =, an 3l !
¢ thd g - wiyen 33 haae |
'| ' Level aAreag ;
— Dharampur Vansda lotal . _Frercentage
_ ) \ 5{3&4&11‘15 Boys Girls Boys Girls  Boys Girks
PP | | * ]
Mt.t"”fﬁ 1) 1 to 4 std 11 3 ,5 4 1 7 6le5 26.8
0 5 to 7 std - = 1-- =~ 1 - 349 =
8 to 10 std = = 1 - 1 e 349 ~ 1
“‘-.h___&‘-_h I
\Jt]."ﬂt)‘lﬂ g" S- .'_':1- Cl _— - l — l — 3#9 p—
‘ i
I‘Gtﬁl- ®g * s 14: 12 26 100.0

The table covers the age group of children between 7 vears to

14 years. Only 5.8 percent of children in this age group were found

studyilnce. 88 percent of these children were in primary education.

Only lle.4 percent had gone beyond primary level of education. A4As far

ds these school going children were concerned the problem of Wastage

stagnation was very acutee. This is reflected in the following Tablee.
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Percentage

Student who finished in prescribed period 1561
Student who left half way 317
Student who continued their study 53,2

'fo'rth..l--niitiii 10019

e — - —

——

Thus the very low rate Gf-litaracy reflects the backwardness of the
Warli s«

SUGGESTIONS

Wwith the greatsr pressure of population on land it has been
observed that less and less land is awaildple for cultivation. Proper
attention should be paid to solve this prooblem . Provisions for
acquiring the wood from the forests to build the houses should be made
appropriatelye. For this, proper liscensing system is necessarye. The
- tiles should be supplied at subsidifed rates. They should be qu_sfc?;-‘-:'ef}

1l-n—"'l--_'
educated to build a special geparate barh for cattle,

r-_ln_
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As we have seen the Warlis don't have the regular drinking water

supplye. To solve this, the boring wells should be duy and water should
be supplied with the help of pumpse.

le Firstly, every effort should be made for the soil conservation.
Because 0of the slopes the rain water can not be storead, but they
should be taught the terrace farming method. This will stop the

soil erosion as well as it will help in irrigating the fields.

2e fhey must De taught to build the checkdams so that they can take
the winter crops with the help of this stored water.

3e fhey must be oriented for the use of improved varisties of seeds
and of agricultural implenents. Attempts should be made to
popularise the use of manureag,

4e They should bDe supplied with strorng and healthy bullocks so that

they can plough the fields properly. Enough attention should be
given for the proper breeding of the animals and for procuring
enough supply of fodder,
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Se A proper legal record of the land holders should be maintained
so that all the Khatedars can take the advantages of various
developmental schemes. Talatis should make themselves available
to the inhabitants of in forests, They ghould not always station
themselves at Dharampur. They should approach in forest dwellers
and help them in solving their difficulties,

Bo Ihe forest areas should De supplied with proper infrastructure
esge with schools, post-offices The administratdwm officers do
not stay in these areas as they lack in providing basic necessities

One administrative centre should be created for mm every 8 to 10 |
villages and it should be supplied with basic infrastructure

—— e ——

As we have seen earlier, the Warlis have to migrate in differente
dreds in search of employments The rest new homes should be built for
them in areas, most visited by them some provisions should be made to
give education to the small children on Cemporary basise. They should
be protected against any kind of exploitation e.ge. not getting the
recommonded the minimum wagese

hough raw material for certain industries is available in those
areas, the industries are not established in these ar=ase. I1f such
industries can be started here, they may not mig rate to other areas in
search of worke

feogn Sod svanpsport

lhere are no proper roads to link the places in these areas. Hence
there is little scope for developing transport facilitiess The
construction of roads should be tdken on war Dasise The existing roads
get cut off by rivulates in rainy seasons, The oridges should be
provided for such roads. Building roads and developing transport
facilities will encourage the economic dctivities, raise the standard
of living and stop this arca from Deing cut off from the main streem
of population.

Milching cattle

O, e, T —

Ihe possession of number of cattle is a matter of social importance h‘
rather then of any economic importances They should be educated in
science of animal husbandary. They should be taught to breed the more
milklk giving cattle, The dairy industry should be also introduced.
his will encourage k= in cooperative movement as well as raise their
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The Cooperative Sector

h“_ﬂ'--_--—--_-'- e e

ne cooperative sacietie%{}zve miserably failed in tri.al areass
Bfforts should be made to J-‘-E.‘\efi_l}g_.fhe defunct societies. Forest
Cooperative Societies can play impoBant part in spreading education
and uplifting economic status of local tribal s.
Fishery

Though the Warlis love eating fish, fighing is very difficult in
these arease. In ﬂi‘Fe of heavy rain the rain water is not accumlated
because of rocky and slopey nature of the lande. Bfforts should be made
to store this rain water. The tribals should be taught to breed fish
in such watere, They should be also trained to catch fish from flowing
rivul at se 'lhgy should be supplied with proper implementse

Industrial Training

—— T — T, —— O — g

Ihe youngsters should be trained for carpentary, blacksmithy,
pottery (making tiles), tailoring etce They should be also trained for

thelir traditional occupation like making fishing nets etce
Food for Children

s i s — — —— —— — i —

Ihe scheme for providing food to young children is not carried
out successfully in this area. The corrective steps should be taken ’i'
immediatelye. There is already provision for pregnent and lactaling
women in this scheme. But £kere it should al so include the old and i
invalid® personse thh én L
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Ihe diseases in tliis ar a are connected with malnutrition,
inbalanced and insufficient diet and inhygenic arinking water, They F
dre unaware of any kind of cleanilesse Hence thiev suffer from |
intestinal and skin diseasese Increase in mimber of health centres and ,
undertaking various hesalth orientation programme may dissuade them
from going to bhuvag and bhagatse The best scep is to educate these

shuvas, Shagats and midwives for health purposess. The health cencres

should also carry on the research for Uusages O0f local herwpal medicines. I

Bducation

i T I

It is sometimes asked whether education precedes or whether it
follows economic growthe We donot want to fall in to this age old
controvercy but it is a fact that education facilities are almost nil {
in thiese areasge A proper enviornment has to be credated so that tribals '1
get attracted for getting their children sducated. The number of
aAshram Schoecls and the Schools should be increasede .







