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A TRIBAL VILLAGE IN THE SHADOW OF 'POLO-INAGARI®

ARCHABEOLOGICAL REMAINS
- Res B e Ll

T s village aAbhapur i~ 1ocated in Vijaynagar mahal ox
saparkantha district in Gujarat State. The village is situated
at a distance of 8 miles -~ = Zrom Vijaynagar, the mahal

headguarter, It lies on the Idar~Vi jaynagar road and buses stoOp
at the village., The main village is located on the southern side
of the road, if one follows the road from Idar side. From Idar,
the village Abhapur is nearly 24 miles caste iatleast six S.Te
Buses ply over this road regularly everyday, Four of them ply
between Idar and Ranee and between Idar and Khokharia while two
ply between Zhmedabad and Raneee Ranee is at a distance of 3
miles north from Vijaynagare. It is situated in Rajasthan Statee.
Each of the above mentioned buges touch Abhapur regularly goirg
to and fro. As such the frontiers of the village get open to
the outer world through this modern means of communicatione Irom
shmedabad, the State capital of Gujarat, it is only 6 hour's
journey by the S.T. Bus. The road between Idar and Vijaynagsar
is a kachcha one throughout its great part. However, it is an
all weather road anmd thus communication do not disrupt between
Idar and Vijaynagar except for a few days in rainy season when
t+he rive Harnav is in spate The vehicles I'3ave TO pass through
the bed of this river at near about Atarsumba village as there
is no bridge of any'kin& over this river. As the river remains
dry for the most part of the year exﬁipt for some time during
rainy season, it is not difficult to ﬂegﬂtiate through ite

VIJAYNAGAR MAHAL

Vijaynagar mahal is & small territory on the north-eastern
part of the Sabarkantha district which itself forms the northe-
east pért of the Gujarat State. The north-east frontier of the
Vijaynagar mahal marches with the Udaipur and Dungarpur districts
boupdary of the Rajasthan State. Vijaynagar mahal is throughoat
hilly and wild except the south-east part which 1s generally
known as Pal patta adjoining the boundary of Bhiloda taluka of
Gujarat State,Vijaynagar mahal, which was formerly known as Pol
estate, has a rich history7. The whole area has become of immense
archaeol ogical interest and several temples and other structures
of 1000 A.D. to 1500 A.D» have been exacavated. These throw
valueable light on the social and religious life of the
comminity living in that period. Overall these provide deep
insight iLito the ridh culturar uneritage of Hindu and Jain =

community. The earliest rulers of the rol estate were the
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cParihar Raiputs from whose hands it passed to the Rathod Rajputs “ , . : -
: Al 2 = AP N 1F % nnearly 75 percent of the population consists of Bhils who beilnd
~of Idar estate sometime dur’ the close of sixXteenth cencurye :
Wh : . f K dry | very idle and indolent are not good cultivatorsd (Compiled Dy
en the Raos of Idar estate were driven out © their ki om _
SHoL < = ? han Bahadur Framroz Sorabji Master, Deputy Political Agent,
the then ruler Rap Chando migrated to Pol estate whi was in
.G = ) - L Kathiawar)s The 1961 census has also recorded nearly 70 percent
rhe possession of his witers family, the Parihar djputsSe _ ..
P S Y | o e cribals out of the total population in Vijaynagar mahals
"Rao Chaltldo came to Pol with the expressed lntencion of bidding
. them (his wife's relatives) adieuw, and proceedling to Kashi, to As such, the tribals have been living in this area since
| Qo
- die therc. After remaining at Pol. about Two months, Rao Chando earliest timess It is, however, difficult to imagine what position
set out to retire to Benarass There is a village named Surchow, they held vis=a-vis- the society living in Polo=nagrie It has
Ejg; about ten miles from Pol., The Raoc halted there, and wrote to his 3] so been recorded in the history that Rana Pratap of Udaipur
-+ friends at Pol, to come and eat a last feast with him, and stayed in the area for sometime when he had been living a life
return homes They came and feasted and drark with Rao Challdoe in exile from his own kingdoms It 1i5s also well known, the Bhils
| when the Pol Rajputs were overcome with drink, the Rao caused have been of great assistance to him during his exile life. It
e them all to be put to death, and returning fo Pol, seated himself may be possible that Bhils might have been standirg in cordial
. on the royal cashion, and his descerdants remain at Pol to this relationships with the Parihar Rajputs as the Parihar Rajputs of
day" (Ras mala, by Alexander Kinloch Forbes, 1924, PPed27 ) that time had affinal relationships with Rana Pratap Simnghe. One
rricidentall " ( ) can also guess that unless +he Bhils were not in good terms with
neidentally, Sarchow (now known as Sarsaw) is still a ' .
e the Parihar Rajputs or vice-versa, 1t would have been not an ed4dsy
village near Vijayaagar and mainly inhabited by tribal se Wnether , W
task for those rulers to build such magnificient temples and
the tribals of that village assisted Rao Chando in enthroning
o-her buildingse The Lakhena temples, the Sarneshwar temple at
at Pol or not, can be anybody's guesSe | -
Abhapur and the group of eleven temples at atarsumba are all

However, the ruins which have been unearthed in this area within close proximity of tripal villagese

pertain to earlier period when the Farihar Rajputs were at the

peak of their glory. When ana now the Parihar Rajputs came to The name of the area as 'Pol' had been designeted &s the

entire area gives an impression of a long ard wide street,
’ fortified on the both sides by two mountain ranges which run

parallel for quite a long distancee. The ranges are of aArravali

this area is not well known.'But they are connected by historians
with the rulers of Vallabhinagar which had been the earliest

citadal of Rajput rulers, n_;} ijaratn

n*- mourtains and at two places these reach a height of more than

s ) ~ Before the merger of the estate, the Pol comprised of 2000 ft. One is Ghaya peak near Vireshwar temple and another 1is
nearly sixty villages with an area of 135 sgemiles. It had Kalazio peak, near Abhapure. In betWeel these two ranges are the
nearly 27,000 acres of land. after the merger of the State with villages of Vijaynagar mahal. On the southern side, the Bil l
India, the ared of Vijaynagar*ﬁﬁhal has increased to 102, 789 range bifurcates Vijaynagar mahal from Bhiloda taluka while on
acres as certain villages lying.in the then Idar State have been north, the hill range separates it from Rajasthane. At certain
incorporated in this mahal. The number of villages, according to places, the valley between these two ranges 1S completely plain.
1961 census, has been 94, In the 1881 census, the population
was of barely 5,858 souls. lNow, according to 1961 census, the The whole area had been ravaged by the Mohemdans in the
population has gone upto 30,1l1l. Ofcourse, as said earlier, new vear 1240 and all the temples, particularly the oldest one, the
aredas have also been incorporated into the territory of the garneshwar, had been badly damageds. This areada also witnessed one

I mahal which has been partly responsible for the fabulous growth of the bloodiest crimes in the aral of British historye. That was

of population within less than 100 years, The tribals have been - the brutal massacre of more than 1000 tribals in the village of
always -he main stream of ﬂdﬂuldtlmn of this ar«a. In the Dadhvave Those were ilinnocentc villagers who had come under the
i@hikantha Directory, Vol.I, 1922, it hds been mentioned that o 4N - spell of a reformer, by the name Of Motilal Tejawat who somehow

I t 3 escaped from the scerle leaving the innocent people at the hands of
the British armye These were thie Kingdoms and dyrRsties under

whose shadow lies our villages:se.
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THE VILLAGE ‘

The village Abhapur is mainly i rhabited by the tribals

who call themselves 'Dungri Garasias'e. The non-tribals of the

A,

area, however, still designate them by the name of Bhils. What -

i i i : - \ G
is truth, then? It is really & difficult task to provide the ULNEALOGY OF VORANDA CLAN
answer of the above guestions However, we would treat them as

lGarasias'!.

From the version of the present day old inphabitants of
the village it appears that the village is not very old ones #AC
the present time, only four generations have lived in the village.

But, smﬁle older persons of the area say that there had been . _G.Gﬂwloa\a. ﬂf Vdrgﬁdg Clan.,
habitation formerly. The close proximity of Sarfieshwar temple
also suggest thise. But whether that population consisted of
tribals or non-tribals is not very well knowne VWhatever may be
the real situation, well informed villagers are of the opinion
that the last vestige of the old population left the villade
sometime during the great famine of 1901. The forefather of the
present families also entered the village sometime soon atfter
the famine. The genealogies of the oldest family of the village

is given below to demonstrat~ that only five generations of this

family have lived in the village. On account of being the oldest

family in the village, the office of Makhi is held by a persons T l i T"——r—‘
of this very clan. Rupaji's father Martaji was the ex-Mikhie As | O=A4A 034 0=A 056 &=0 &m0 0=4 0=4 A=200=40 A=0 0O
he became too 1 old, his son Rupaji inherited the office of '

Makhi of this village.

The present population of the village mainly comprises of
tribalss Of the 44 permanent settl;zd households in the village, Pay
41 belorg to the Garasia comminity, 2 to scheduled caste and
1 to Mislime. The Maslim family has been living in this wvillage
since 25 yearse This family has migrated from Udaipure. Besides
these households there are 12 households belonging to Rabari
comminitye. They are a migratory band of householdse Of the 12
households, 8 have been frequenting the village since last 20
years while 4 have come to this village for the first time only
last year. When we use the word freguenting, it means that some-
time they live in this village while sometlime they migrate to
other villagee. Their contribution to the wvillage ecmngmicjﬁgiial

lifée is negliglbles
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LAY OUT OF THE VILLAGE

~i - yillage is not * '+ according *o @ definite plan. As
the other tribal villages of Sabarkantha district, houses dare
scattered. exbept thaoss of = “mharis who have pbuilt their
" houses in one L owWe £S5 has been said, the Idar - Vijaynagar road
pagses through the village. All the houses, except two, are
located on the right side of the road. Of the two houses on the

direction o . :
left _if-c& one belongs to the Miuslim family while the other

e
]

belongs to a tribal family who has recently migrated to this
village. Beyond the agricultural field of these two families on
the left side, flows the river Harnave. (In fact it flows durirng
rainy season only). On the right side of the bus stop, just
opposite the Maslim family's house, a bullock~cart path leads one
to the village. Just by the side of the road on the right side is
a shop owned by one, adhmedbhai Usmarnbhal Imam of Himmatnagare

The shop is being run by his employee. Only from this year,
Ahmadbhai has also put his young son f£or apprenticeship in the
art of carrying business. The shop is infact a milti-—-purpose
shop, & kimnd of departmental store for the*villagers,'Whére they
find nearly everything for their daily use. It sells readymade
garment: clothes, grains, ¢.ls, soaps, che p lipsticks, bamngles,
mirrors, combs, biris, cigarretes and all other kind of
provision, The businessman also carries out moneyl ending
business, It provides commodities to the villagers on credit

basis dalsoe

Just by the side of the shop, on eastern side, is a small
tribal hut. On the western side of the shop, ‘the bullock-cart
path intersects the village from north to south, ultimately
entering the village o= Uhmliavg On the eastern éidﬂ of this
path are houses and agricultural fields of four or five families
while the houses and agricultural fields of the rest households
is on western sides. Besides this path, there are several foot
path leading from one house to ambthers All these pass through
agricultural fieldse. The Rabaris live on the castern side of the
bullock-cart path, just behind the agricultural field of the
shopkeepers which is behind the shop. The two scheduled castes
families also have their houses on the outgkirts, that means
near the shop.going beyond the house of a schedule caste family,
the houc=2s of families of Voranda clan is met with. There are
five households of Voramia ciralle Although the houses are not in

close proximity, these are ..quite near from each other. This 1s
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cquite true of the pattern of building houses of the other clan
al so. But, ofcourse, this should not be undcrstood that this
practice is strictly followede IE within @ clan, the lineages are
different ones, the houses are bound to be in different pPlacess
For instance, among the families of Damor and Kharadi clans, all
the members have not descended from OnNE lineage groupPe with the
reason, the houses of different linedage groups in the same clan

arelocated at distant places from cach othcre

The village has a flour mill also which 1is owned by the
rlslim familye As such it ig gituated on the left side of the
Tdar-Vi jaynagar ro2ds on going towards vijaynagar, One will
£ind the village school puilding situated on the right side of
the road. This school puilding is 2 one-Iroom kachcha structure
with tiled roofe It has a verandah also which 1is used for
holding classese There is small open place in the front and
behind of the school buildinge This small campus is used during
winter season for holding the classese. Just behind the school 1is

the Sarneshwar templee

FAUNA AND FLORA

As with the case of ocher tribal villlages of north-ecast
frontier of Gujarat, this village too have jungles adjoining the
.village boundaries intersected by hill rangese In cdase of this
village, the jungles lie in the east and south of the village oOn
the slopes of the hilly rangee The forest is a deep one
althmugl'} not a dense one. The forest adjoining the village nas
been the home of tigers, (felis tigris); bears (ursus labiatus);
wild boar (Bus Indicus); antelope (Autilope Bezoartica):
Poreppine (Hystix Cristafa):; Leopard (Telis Jubatus): wild cat
(Felis Chaus); Hare (Lepus Ruficandatus); etce. Till recently
these games were in aburndance and were frequently met durind
night hours in and around the village. But now only in the deep
forest on the south-east side of the village, these animals <re
met with and that also very infrequentlys The driver of trucks
who negotiate their vehicles in the jurgle for bringing woods

and charcoals during might hours, report that they frequently
meet the wild animdl Se

I

0of the trees and plants, the mahua (Bassia Latifolia);
teak (Teccona Grandis); raya (MimusOps Indica); vad (Ficus
Bengalinsis) ? agopalav (Polyacthea Longiflora); Khakhro (Butea
Trondosa); wood apple (Teronia Elephantum) ; jambul (Rugenia
Jarmbolana)s are COMNOIe In the village, mango (langifora Indica)

and Bor trees arec cOMNOle

The forest comes under the jupisdiction of Dholvani forest
rangee In the hills, several deities of these tribal people

residee
CLIVATE

The village, lying on sone altitude, has more than
moderate rain falle. The average anmual rainfall in the area is
round 40 inchese In winter the season becomes a cold one while in
summer climate becomes a pledsant one pecuase of the high altitudee.

LAND

The village has an ared of 2,870.00 3CresSe The crop fields
1ie around the villagce Most of the families have their crop
fields f just adjacent to their housese The soil 1S sandye. In the

low lying area the soily is lo3annye

CROPS

The major crop raised in the village 1is Maize (Zea Mays)e
T+ is the staple fond of the villagers anc in fact of all the
Carasiase. Besides, maize, Urad (Phaseolus Mingo ); banti
(Panicum Mil jaceum); rice (Oryze gativa):; Gram (Cicer Arictimam)
arc also raisede 1 somet imes back the villagers used to raise
sugar cane but in subsequent droughts three years back, all the
secdlings were damaged 4nd thence forward the villagers have not
been able to obtain seedlings for sugar canes They have not been
in a position to buy f rom open markete 1IN the neighbourhood
village of Dholiav, the Patels have a large farm of sugar cane
but not a single tribal family in that village too has raised

sugar cance The main Beason, as stated earlier, has heen
non=-availability of seedlindse A fow families raise groundmit.

put that -oo not regularlye. hone raise cotton as on account of

cold winter, this crop gets damaged
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VEGETABLE «&iD FRUITS

As vegetable does not form an item in the diet of the

villagers, they are least interested in growing. Howevel, they

grow one kind of lecafy vegetables which is known locally as
"ochili"., The tribalg do collect fruit from jungkes, such as Bor,

Kathi:, Jamurn, etcs

DRIMKING WATER AND IRRIGATION FACILIT IES

of the three wells, tWO
e another DY

n the

The villagé has only three wellss

is owned by non-tribals;one by the shopkecper and th

+he Maslim familye. Only one cripal family has a well 1
villages That too is a Kachcha welle. As such there is complete

lack of irrigation facilitiese This year, the canal which

originates from the water reservoir at the Dam site on river

be repaired during scarcity workses O
water reservolir

Harnav is to n account of the

canal being damaged and rhe sluice gates of the
it wag difficult to pring water into the

also not working well,
the canal was

fieldse The sluice gate has been repaired but then

not in aood shapece

EDUCATTION

There is a primary school 1in the village which runs

cl agses upto IVth standarde Altogether nearly 30 students are on

The school teacher haiks from this very village and 18

the rDlls.
1 has come into belng in

educated upto VIIth standarde The schoo
the year 1963. For four years, it ran on Govt.=in-aid basis,

after which the Taluka Fanchayat has taken over its chardee The

credit for opening the school goes to Shri Atmanand Maharaj, the

Pujari of Sarneshwar temples The school 18 located just by the
dren from this village ard the Bandhana

side of the temples Chil
the Harnav river) take the benefit of

vill age (situated across

this schoole. When there was HO school in the villagers, desirous

parent used to send their childeen to Dholiav, the neighbﬂurhﬁﬂd
vil Llage Gn;5GUﬁhﬂWE5t sidee 4n ashram shala is belng run at
sarsumba (3 miles away from Apbhapur) where two or three

o village are studyinge If one wants to go beyond

school is at Atarsumpa. Of the tot2al

students of th
1vth standard, the nearest
population of 286 PEersonS, only 49 are literate or educated .

while the rest (leaving +he children of minor age) are

il lit Gcratee

"
\O
v

POLICE STATION AID POST OFIICE

| | under the jurisdiction of
The "« 2. 3. village/comes Vijaynagar Police Statioi. The

nearest Post Office is @t Atarsumbae. The Tribal Block Develop-
ment office is at Vijaynagar. I'ne Melkari's office, too, is at

Vijayn3gare.
POPULAT ION

As pointed out earlicr, the main population in the
village is of tribal se According to our survey, the total

population of the village is 286 personses

Among the tribals, at least 13 clans are represented in
the villagee They are Ninama (8 families); Tavid (4 families);
Voranda (5 familics); Kotwal (6 familics); Damor (6 families);
Parmar (4 families); Khokharia (3 familices); Kharadi (2 families);
Bhagora (1 family); Asora (1 family); Bodat (1 family); Katara
(1 family) and Bara (family)e.

Of the 286 persons, 136 are males and 150 femalese Thus
there is a preponderance of femdles over malese Clan and

community wise break of the population is as followse

ig: giiguiity Male Female ~ Total

le Vaganda 13 11 ) 24 ) S
2o Tavid 14 9 23

3e Damor 19 32 51

4. Kotwal 16 11 27

Se Parmar 18 22 40

6 e Ninama 24 29 53

7. Kharadi 4 3 T

8e Khokharia 6 9 15

Te Asora 5 3 8

10« Bodat 3 3 6

11« Bara 4 5 9

12 Bhagora 1 4 5

13« Katara 2 3 5

14. Schedule Caste 8 5 13

15« Miglim 1 1 2

TOT AL 136 150 286 -
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it “he time of 1961 census, the population of the village
was 229 thich means there his been a steady annual increase in

the population of the villagcs

The average size of the houscholds in the village 1s 66,
There are two household who have 14 memberse The smallest
household has 2 members and there are two such households in the
village. Following is the break up of tribal households
according to their sizee. learly 82 percent of the houscholds have

Size of the houscholds

2 3 4 5 6 7T 8 9 10 11 14 Total
m m |

mem m m I m m m m m
Noe Of
house

holds 2 2 5 6 9 3 3 2 6 1 2 41

4..10 memberse. Majority of the families are of nuclear types 0Only
a few familices who havé large number of menmbers are of joint
types As is prevalent among these tribals, the married son
establishes his own houschold soon after marriage. In case of a
family of Damor clan, who has 14 members, the eldest son who is
married and has children had hee'n living in his father's
household since the time he got married (nearly 10 years ago)e
Now he 1s constructing his own house in order to establish his

- own households This illustrates that sooner or later the married
sons always establish their own housecholdse. In case of the
youngest son this rule does not apply for the parents prefer to
pass their old age with hime As such, the youngest son generally

does not gct separated from his parents even after getting
himself married anpd raising his own famjly.

HOUSES IN THE VILL.GE

It is remarkable how similar these Garasia'sg village of
this region are - the scatter of houses, the surroundi ng fence
around evcry house, the single narrow street, the absence of
public buildings, the construction, materials and size of houses
and compoundse This village lies betwWween two hill ranges and as
such the land in the village is more or less flat although
uneven. On 2ccount ©f this the lhiouses are not situated on hillock
tops as is generally foumnd anong a@her-Garasia'villégca Houses
are constructed in one's own agricultural field, as is the

general practice among these peoplee. Eut as within the villdage

s 11 ¢

boundary therc is no hilly region, the distance betwWween one
house and another house is considerably lesse Another factor for
this is the smaller agricultural holdings owned by the majority
of the households.,

ﬁajurity of the houses have only one room with an attached
verandah on -the front sides By a3 rough estimate, it may be said
that these houses are gcnerally of 18' x 15' sizes Some houses
are much smaller in -structurce Their size may not be more than
12' x 8'. Besides, one room house, there are several houses in
the village which have two rooms, apart from the verandahe In
fact, ﬁearly all the newly constructed houses have tWo Iroonse
During our stay in the villcge, at least five houses were belng
constructed and except in case of one, all were going to be two
room housees There is only one house in the'village owned by one
Lakhji Thavra which has four roomse Lakhji Thavra is educated
upto VII standard. Ofcourse in one unit, two families are to be
provided withe One is his own and the other one is for his
younger step-brother (from a different mother)e. This younger
brother is still unmarried and as such at the moment he does not
need a scparate portione But taking a foresight view, Lakhji
constructed a big house, making provision for his younger
brother also.

The general ground plaﬁs of the @ne room and two room
houge are as followse aAs can be seen, the doors in two room
houses are not opposite to each otheres The door of the interior
room is fixed at the extreme left or right sidee This is done 1n
order to ensure strict privacy in the interior roome It is not
exactly the sense of privacy. Put to keep members and family
bel orgings away from the evil eyes of witches and sorcererse
However, in one case it has been dbserved by us that both the
doors of two rooms have becn fixed just opposite to each others.
The entrance in the fence can be made at any corvenient placee

Thers is no hard and fast rule for thate.

The houses are complcetely kachcha which means that only
edarth and water has been used in their constructiconas far as
walls and floors are concerncde For roofing 2 frame is made out
of bamboo materials and is laid over the roof supported on
wooden poles which are fixed horizontally across the two walls

(not side ones) at regular intervalse. Upon this bamboo £frame,
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tiles are arranged in such a manner rhat it prevents Water trickl—
down inside t room during rainy season For constructing
hog) ARl RELEe $AS : L F AlNl OF CNE & TWO ROOM  HOUSE
a house, a ditch is dug out Learby the site of the housee« The
carth, taken out of that ditch, is mix:d with water in a given
Proportiolie This material 18 1sed for erecting the wall« The

wall is erected with the help of a WoO ljen frame which is locally

known as 'Sancho' ( o There are two other implemnencs used
in the construction of houses which are knowl as ' Muhdo® | ) ® Plﬂw\ §b- o Ovwe
and 'Patli' ( Yo The former one is used to fix the

Roow Housce

material properly while the lader is used for levellng the

R 0 0w

surface of the walles The 'Sancha' is fixed in the space dug out

. for the foundatione The carthen material is poured inside the : boor

Vorom ol o h

tgancha' and is properly hammered down DY the 'Mahda'e. After this, |
the material is levelled down by the 'Patli'e. after this

M

L]

operation, the 'sancha' is taken out and is again fixed one steP g TEP

higher and the s3me operation goes sn and on until the entire 5' II F
QR

wall is re-erecteds At every steb, measurement is also done by f-'-o-rw?m .
tape in order to ensure tnat wall is coming up straighte aAfter the

e

ifregiy
walls are erected, the roof is laid downe This being done, the -'Fem.:_m_v e fieeiid,
plastering of the wall and ground floor is dOne e The material Wryowee
used for plastering is earth mixed with cow dunge Both interior @ Pl
and exterior part of the walls are plasterede. M 69\
'Tiut,lg,'ﬂq
. ’ 1 e ————
Usually the houscs are raised one or two feet highexr than ¥
- = G . P : - : _—.—__&
the level of the land. Ofcourse, there are several houses in the

village which are exception tO this rules But such houscs are

mainly of poor villagers who f£ind it hard to afford the cost of

construction of a houses lMcarly Rse300 to Rse200 are needed to

construct a new house (depending upon the size of the housc)e

Tiles have to be purchased from POtLErs and wooden poles and

beams have to be obtained from forest depalftment on paymenta T
Besides this,one or two labourers 4re also engaged for digulng up "
the earthe. (Apart from the nme mbers of the family who also work in ?
the construction of the housc) . Cortain households engage the e

services of an individual who is well versed and experct in

erecting wallse

The families belonging to Tavid clan are perhaps the
poerest ones in the village. Thelr Rouses <re actually 'huts'
except of one familye. In oOne such hut two married brothers
alongwith their children 1nd mother are 1living togethere Such
hut = type structure do Nnoc ¢ sntain even verardahe As such both

hwrothers sleep. with their wives 1n one rooMe
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As construction of house is @ bit costly affair, sometimes
particul ar families have TO ~all into debt on account Of thate
There is such an instance in the villagee. Adhera Damor has
constructed a new spacious house only 4 few months agoe As the
crops had failed this year, he was not having recady cash with
him to invest in the construction of the new housSes Later, he
obtained money from & Patel of Vijaynagar after mortgaging his
two—third of his entire cultivable land to him (the Patel) for
three yedrse For threec ycars, the crops will be raised by the
Patel on his lande. aAs one of the child of Adhera had died in his
old house, he and his wite wanted to abandon the old houses IT
was stromgly believed by them ‘that some oneé has spelled black
magic to their former housee This is one of the reasons that many
families do construct new houses although thelir old houses have
been quite f£it for habitation. iAs these Garasias remain vely
mach suspicious about witchcraft and strongly believe in the
power of black magic, they do not hesitate to change theilr
dwel lings inorder to be on safeguards Even during construction of
a2 new house, due care is taken out against any kind of black
magice As lorg as the house is not completed ard occupied, they
hoist a piece of cloth tied down in a bamboo rod on the wall of
the housees This is done in the name of Jhanpdi devi and Jhanpa
dev who pretect them against falling victim to any kind of black

mﬂgic',.

Tt is because of such things that the begining of the
construction work is made oOn. auspicious days such as surday,
Morday, Tuesday and Thursdaye Tn no case they will begin such
work on Saturddy. Again if Dad omen is seen before the actual
begining of the work, it will be postponed for some other dayse
among bad omen are (i) crying of ipevchaklit, (ii) seeing one-

oyed person, (iii) seeing empty pitcher, etce

MATERIAL CULTURE

Inside the house, the main things which attracts are the
huge grain containerse EVEry well-to-do house has two or three
such containers in which the grains are stored after the harveste

One such container, which is nearyy 6 or 7 £te in height and

having sufficient broad diameter, can contain nearly 45 to 55
mdse. Of uraine Some small co~tainers are also made to store

pulses, grain etce The structure of these containers are made
out of bambooce Then such bamboo structure are plasterd with a

mixture of earth and cow dunde
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Besides these, several bamboo baskets, flat ones and

round: caesare used by these Garasidse

another important object to draw one's attention 1s
grinding stone which .is uscd for grinding the corne only a few
houses in this village do ot have grinding stone in their
houses, otherwise it is a must in every housce Although there is
a flour machine c:peratlng in the village, the Garasiaz womel
prefer to grind the corn by themselvese However 1t was reported
that newly marrled housewives prefer to go to the flour machines
But as the mach:l.ne is not de*}endaﬂle one cannot entirely barnk

upon that for getting flours.

One or two small stecl trunks can EllSC} be secn in neadarly
211 the houses in which the women particularly keep their costly
dressese. The money to be used for household expenditure is also

kept in the stetel trutkse These are not lockede

Every household keeéps one or two tin chimneys for the
purpose-of lighting during night hours. Except in one or two
houses, lantern is not to be found among thems

among the musical instruments drum 1S found in ~quite a
nunrber of houses. Besides, 2 few families own councry made
't sitar' also. The Bhagat family in the village has one or twWo

pairs of'Jhanj"' ( )e Many children and adoloscent boys keep

flute, made by themselveses
]

Every household has bows and arrows by which they sometin
do hunting in the adjoining foreste. Ofcourse it has almost

become a dead weapon for these people,

The houscehold utensils are not much in number in & gra
Garasia family of this villagee The bread is baked on earthen
made 'tawa' ( )+ Actually, they do not use 'tawa' but the
broken piece of the bottom of a earthen pitcher 1is used as tawa L
for preparing the bread. However well-to-do families do keep an
‘{ron ‘tawa's Every household has two or three aluminium
‘tapelit ( e This murdber depends upon the economic
condition of the families, poor families may have only one such
ttapelise' Bi¢ size thalis are perhaps owned Dy only two families
in the villages Small sizec ‘ctal dishes are owned by nearly

every households < few families own enamel plates and dishes uc‘
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while a few others own aluminium'thalis' and dishese. Large size
'Katoras' are owned by some _amilies. While medium sized or small
sized is owned by every household. The numpber may range between
1 to 5 depending upon the number of members in the family. For
drinking water, one or two metal 'lotal! is owned by every familve
Metal glass are not owned by poor families, while an average
family in village has at least one metal glass,which is mainly
kept for the purpose of entercaining guestse. One or tWo buckets
may be owned by these household although it 1s not a necessitye
For storing water, earthen pitcher is used. But evely family has
one or two metal vessels for storing water. Teca spoons are not
to be found among theme. Large size metal spoons 4re used for the
cooking of vegetables, pulses and rice etc. But only one of two

can be found with every householde

The Garasias of this village are not as much fond of
ornaments as the Garasias of Danta talukae. The men practically do
not wear any kind of ornadmentse. Only in the edrs of a few ©ld men
one can see '‘murki' made up of either silver of gillete. Young
men have discarded wearing ornament as this locks them to be
old fashioneds The unmarried young girls in the family use 2 few
pieces of ornamentse There w2 11 be 'Hakli', (@ circular piece
worn around the neck) ear-rings, nose—~rings and glass bangleses
Except the 'Hakli' or ch2in most of the ornaments are imitation
products which they are able to buy from the localb shopkecpele A
married woman, however, pucs OI MOIre ornaments on her bodye.
Besides the usual ornaments worn by the unmarried girls, there
will be anklets worn around the ankles, 'Kara' worn around
portion of the leg below the knee, several 'Har! (chain), metal
bangles, lac bangles, etcCe ~g for the dress the men usually wear
Dhoti on their lower part of body and shirt, either collarless or
with~ collar. This has become their usual dresse. Some young men
of the village do use trousers and bush-shirts but not regularlye.
They wear such dresses occasionally. Half pant is also used by
young Mmelle The children are given half pants or underwear and
shirt or bush-shirte. among the women, the unmarried ones use a
long petticoat, which is slightly more long in diameter than the
and a blouse tO covel the lower and upper parts

usual ones,;

respectivelye small girls are given frocks to weare The married

Wwomen use - :iy mil1l-made sari and blouse. Beneath the Sari they

2]l so usc petticoate. Some WOR n use 'kabja' which is a kind of

brassaire. But it is not universal in use among the woman of

this villagee The use of sari is univecsal among the women of
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1ghagra' is not worl by thems Some

this villages The traditional ’
but not any young housewifes |

: : - )
old women may be scen in 'Ghagra

ECONOMIC LIFE

scay of the Garasias of these

griculture 1is the main
At OrsSe 4 MAjority of

villagee. Nearly all the households 2Ee cultiv
10ldirgs,less than 10 acres even

s as well. Some households have as

the houscholds have less lal
though therc are immense gap

less asg 1=2 acrcs of land.

Women in particular play an important role in agricultural

activities. almost the entire work is done by them except .
ploughing and tillinge Rarely women plough as well. But f rom |
tilling the ground before the rains tTO harvesting, women work )

more than men at every stage of the agricultural operatione |

The technological equipment that these Garasias use are |
the same old ones although they have heard about and some have |
oven seen modern implements such as tractors, pumps, oil erngincs K
many other hanﬁr toolse. among Garasias of this village, the
agricultural system, based on the plough, the bul lock and the ‘
metal tipped wood and bamboo impleéments forms the technol ogical |
core of these pecoples an enumeration of the items,.thc wooden ‘
plough with metal share yoked to a pair of bullecks, the woodeh
tbothed harrow, the sickle, the metal blade hoe, indicates the |
long standing complex of the region. Bamboo and wooden items are |

ubicquitouse.

The medern world's technolegy is represented in the |
village by the sewing machine, petro-max, transistor radio — all
owned by the muslim businessman of the villagee. The tribals of 1:
these village have no access to such things although they are ‘
quite aware of the existence of such thingse. |

The bullock is the largest capital item and the most |
important pPiece of equipment, but it still partakes of the |
essentid] feature of the Garasids technologye. It is household y
owned and houschold operated. Their technology is based on the
household unit of productiocn and consumption and requires |
neither © capital nor labour Zorce beyond thit scalee. Each
producing unit aims at technological and cconomic sel f=sufficielX |
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But a good many of houscholds have not even the bullockse A
pair of bullocks cost about R3+.400 tO Rs«.500« This is the only
item whici: is beyond the meeio of poor, for if 2 man can afford

bull ocks; he can afford a plough, harrois, sickle etce.

There are two main agricultural season in this village,
namely, (1) Kharif and (2) Rabpi. The Kharif season starts from
thp last week of June and lagts till the end of Octobere. The
main crops grown in this seascn are malze and coarse _‘paddys The
Rabli season starts by the end of Octcdber and lasts upto the last
weck of Februarye. The main crops grown in this season are gramss,
tuwer, ctce Whecat is grown by only 2 few familiess In this sedson,
the farmers think themselves fortunate if they get good cropse
Lack of jrrigation facilities and stray cattle are some of the
rzasons that do not allew an increase in the yield. This year,
the rains have failed and as such the entire crops of gramss 1n
the village have been ruineds The villagers do not grow cotton
on Account of low temperature during winter season which ruins
the crops. -. @round-mut is also not raised universally in this
villagecs Some families grow this cash crop. Sugar cane was used to
be raised fr::;rnﬁrly but now=a-days on account of non-availability

of sugar c=ne scedlings, thev do not plant tills CroOPe

Generally, the seeds -hich are used by these tribal people
arc home grown during respective scadsOnse S they cannot afford
mamire, they are unable to produce good Crops and grains out of
the home grown seedse Distribution of ImMproved sceds is being
done by the Te.D.Block but the agricul turists of this village have

" not been benefitted by that. Improved variety of seeds do not

work well unless there is proper irrigational facilities which are

very scanty in this village.

Irrigation problcm is one of the main causes for the
poverty of these Garasias of this village. They do not have ?:a s
facility to irrigate their lands and have to wait until the[comes.
The village has only three wellse Two of them are owned Dy the
Maslim family 2nd the shopKeepPerse. Their wells are located in
their respective field and they do use the water tO irrigate the
£iald. among the tribal families only one well is owned by a
nerber of Damor clane That well is a kachcha one and hence unfit
to BDa s diforlirrigltiones < OIY other irricational facilities,
there is the small dam constructed bv the then Vijaynagar State

rulers . aross the Harnav river. Water from this dam used to be
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can2lised to the village fieldse The canals are ofcourse kachcha
onces But 2s thne dam has becor:
nal« Last yeal,

of this village had been benefitted

does not flow into the ce some repair works had

been done and the farmers
but this ycar ggain it has gobe into disuscCe

o are hardly enough to pull on for
is gencrally true for majority

In such an event, the villagers

The agriculture produc
even four months of a year. This
of the families in the village.
have to depend heavily on labour work which ofcourse theay Aare

getting regularly in the adjeining forest LAbourers are crgaged

by the forest departmenc and the petty contractors for making

charcoal and cutting woodse. During current yedr, scarcity works
have been started and propably all the able bodied persons in the
village would get works for at least +hree to four monthse
Besides labour work, the villagers collect gum from the
n?ighbmurirg forests to supplement thelr incomee Certain persons

al so collect honeye

Maize is the staple food of the Garasias of this village.
Wheat is also used which they bring from Ratiion shopse The brcad
of maigze flour is taken with chutney of hot and green chillieSs
Vegetables and pulses are not frequently usede Nedarly all the
households except one family (Thavra Bhagat) are non-=vegeterian
and hence occasicnally they supplement their usual dish with
goat-meat, buffaloe-mcat and chicken meate Use of mahud ligquor

is universal (except the Bhagat family)e
SOCTIaL LIFE

iAs has been mentioned earlier, the Garasias of this
pillage are distributed into 13 exogamous clans, Next to the
clan is the unit of lincage groupss. Ofcoursc, this is not very
distinct in this village except in the case of Damor clan and
Kharadi clane In case of other clans, all the members have
descended from @ common ancestor who is known and as such their

lineages are traced up casily.

The relationships between members of differcnt clans 2re
cordizl and persons of onc clan depPend upon others for fulfill-
ment of thieir social cbligationse This is espescially noticed at
the time of marriage celcberations and death cercmonicse DUring

our enguiry, Thavra Vorandd had made a visit +o ancother village

old and remained uncared for, water |

i
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for negotiaticn of the settlement of his daughter®s marriagee He
had been “ccompanied by perscns .from M nama, Damor, Kotwal,
Parmar and Khokharia clansges «l1l of them had gonc for a Proper

and carcful look about the boy's family. The views of every
member of such team is taken into consideration before final
decision is takene &s such, this illustrates inter clan
dependence on such matterse Besides, Thavra himself, his two SOns,

his real brother, his brother's son, 2all have gone together.

Even in matter of agricultural operations, the bull ocks
are supplied to any needy family in the village irrcespective of

that belonging to different clan.

Kinship ties are maintained closely only amorng nedr Kinse
There is a strong evidence, which is illustrated by the

genealogical tables of several families, that beyord the

immediate range of kinz, individual even do not rcmember the name

of their relativese. This is particularly true in case of persons
of second gencration in the villagee. InN the first generation,

some persons do remeroer whereabouts of a large mumoer of evel

distant rclativese. During our stay in the village, Thavra's

sther's son had visited Thavra To enguire about their
and that also because

witels br

welfarec. He ha@s. come after three years

Thavra's yourgest son from Iirst wife was confined to bed on

account of severe injury in the right thighe. Regular visits by

maintained amongst the immediate and most ncar Kinse
ularly only when the wife is livinde

kins are
Even affinal kirs visit reg

After her’ death, seldom they visit except on imporcant avents in

the family when it becomes moral cbligation for them TO pay 4

visit. Marriecd daughter, married sisters alongwith their husband

ldren do Vvisit at regular intcrvals tTO engquire dbout the
In onc family of Ninama

ed theme

and chi
well -beings of the memders 1in the familye

clan, the wife's younger sister and her mother had visit

The wife's sister who was & newly married girl had been
accompanied Dy her husband who bel onged to Vijaynagarle The

wife's mother and sister stayed overnight but the husband of the

gar in the eveninge. The family

sister went back to Vijayna
members pressed him very hard to st ay overnight but as he has not

permission from his mother and father,
shameful on the part of newly
~s] atives and stay with them without

obtained he refusede It 1S

considered very Lmproper and
married nen to Visit wife's

the permission of parentsSe
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when the married daughter OL parried shstel VASLES == y
: ' . o ked f£o 27- Son! : 7
parents or brother's family, she usually brings Som e = v SHES R Chhokra no Chhokro By name
: ~n 1 ~ Familye. It i | 28 Dauag*ter! : .
with herself to give those to the children in The : Y - | Y SERERE R EoR Chhokri no Chhokro By name
S _ (T e ' & Iifols : ‘
considered improper for her to come without such g thing It is | 29 Wife's younger sister ali - Hali
. 3 X - = . - ; - 1 _ ; - ¢
Hot that any special food is brought but it is' just & gesture for 30« Wife's elder sister Hali T
. T o owards her natal familye 31l Daughter's or Son's bEv i a =
the love and affection oW | At Re i T bevV<dl Or Saga Bevail
: 32« Daughter or .Sﬁnl 5
e o (o is used for referrind and SO |
The following terminoilogy - l mother_in-law Bevan Bovian
addressing various Kin:Ze l 33¢ Wife's brother sala Bhai
— — 34 Wife's brothe ; 141 acds
Sre Type of Terms for PEETS Jo% ! | : L L B,
No. relationship ref erence address | 35« Wife's brother's or Bhatriza Beta
S _ - — - [~ Wife's sister's son '
. Bapa .
1e Father Bapa P I, 368 - WZ{.fE'S brother's or Ehatrizi Beti
Do Mother Ma Ma Wife's sister's
Moto Ba daughter
3- Grlnd filther MDtD Ba . = | 37 Sist ' .
; B er's son's son i
4. Grand mother Moti Ma Moti Ma o L i = Bhanej na Chhokro Beta
é ister's son''s daughter Bhanej na - '
Se Father's clder brothel Babo Babo g, B =D Chholkra Beti
39, Mother!'s brother ama Mama
6 e Fathcr's clder's \ ta 1 :
brother's wife Babi Babi 40 Mother's brother's wife Mami Mami
7. Father's younger 4le lHother's sister Mahi . Mahi
brother _ . Kaka itaks, 42. DMobher's sister's . iBho . Maho
8, Father's younger _ husband
brocher's wife izaki Kaki 43. Mother's brother's '‘Bhai . Bhai
O, Wwife's father Sasraji Sasrajl son or Sister's son
10e Wife's mother Sasu Sasu 44, Mother's brother's or Ben BRBRai
Sisterls cdaughter
11. wife's father's 1 ShG |
younger brother Kakoji Kakojl 45. Wife's sister's pnara . Bhai
| husba '
12 Wife's father's elder B Wsband
brother Babaji Babaji
13 Mother's f£ather Mota Bapo Mota Bapo With mother-in-law and father—in=law avoidance relation-
14 Mother's mother Moti Ma Mocli Ma ship is maintained. Same is maintained in case of wifé‘s elder
15« SOn Beta | By name sister. It can be observed from the above list that the members
16. Daughter Beti Bal of descending generation are mostly addressed by Beta and Betie.
17« Elder sister Moti Ben | Bai The same term of address is applied to a1l siblings in the
18« Younger sister Mani Ban By name oxr Bak descending generation.
19. Eldcr brother Mota Bhai Bhai
20. Younger brother Mana Bhai By name The basic social unit is the household and familye. The
271 Blder brother's wife Bhaujai Bhaujal head of the family is always the father or in case of the death
22« Younger brother's of the father, is the eldest brother. The authority lies in the
1 o - o " : . F -
,T"Jlfe Bahu Bahu hand of the head of the familye 11 major decisions are taken
. ! == Bz .
23 SORLETHRES = B out by him. The adult sons ardd daughters, although have cvery
1. i ate = Banevi eV i | . , :
24'. Elder sistershusband i BERT - freedom to exercise thelr own will but they must obtain the
o4 et I Fhanei o or : }
25« Sister's son hanej g;f?];;me consent of the head if the issue concerrsthe family as a wholes,
6. Brother's son Bhatrija chokro or | Even in ratters of their own concern, they inform the head and
By name J take his advice. The women too, have greater say in the family

matterss. Decisions in the family are not taken without obtaining
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1f she disapproves

st women in the familye
r wishess. Ofcourse, !

the consent of clde

cortain thing, the members have to abide by he

it does 1ot mean that women c-e opstaclese T+ fact, they seldom '-ml
| ors and keep full trust in the wisdom of |

interfere in family matt

their husbandes

Children are treated with all carce Gardsiads dre, int act,

very much fond of childrene Grown up children 4o not, as a rule,

disobey clderss 1

MRRTAE n LAl

Marriage 1is universal amond Garasiase. No adult men or sl 4 f

women of the village is unmarricde There are usually Two types of

marriages (1) Arranged and (2) Love marriage; locally known as

"ghainchi lavya'"e. The £0C
sges in the village in the present 1 and
ngly. Love marriages are also not

this villages

mer is a preferred one and majority of

the marri 1T generation

have taken place accordl
But it is not preferred by the socigty of
marriage the actual marriage ceremonics
all the ceremonics are

Urncommnones

In the latter type of
may not take place while in the former,

sbserved. In the arranged marriages; the negotiation is first

started through @ person known 4S5 'Baghali' or 'Bhanggadi'e Such

a person is @ cormorn aCcquaintance of the tWo families who want to

unite in marriage bondse «fter initial informations gathered

through the ‘Badhali' the boy's parents alongwith their
immediate Xins visit the girl's parents and formal ly announce
their wish to take their (girl's parent) daughter as a wife for
their sone The boy's parents careful ly gather reports about the
capabilities of the girl to do all hogschold chores and omnly
after becoming fully satisficd they announce their desiree The J
girl's parents will not immediately accept the proposale They will
say ! we will see's Latex on a fixed date,. the girlls parercs
alongwith their kina: and friends visit the boy!s parentse There
they will personally scrutinize the family's economic and social
condition and the boy's fitnesse The party will get back To
their village in the same eveninge If tﬁefg are fully satisfied,
the girls parents would communicate thelr acceptancCees In c¢ase
they are not satisfied, they would communicate their non-acceptas

nce. after this a suitable date is fixed for the marringe

ceremony which usually takes place sometime after Holle
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The bride price is a fixed one among the Garasias of this
regions This is RseB81.00 onlve Besides, the cash,the boy's
parent will present two or ti.rce picces of orniments to the girl:
Clnd one set of clothings In case the bride is toe be brought £rom
Rajasthan, onec has to pay higlhicx 2mount as bride~price as the
villages of Rajasthan arc not binded with the regulations of
Sabarkantha district Garasia Panch which is responsible for
fixing the amount of bride price in this region. But ther: is
full understanding between the necighbouring Garasia villages of
Rajasthan and Garasia villages of this region in matter of bride
Pricees :iccording to such unﬂarstﬂndin{j Ehe same bride price
(Rs«81e00) is given to the girl'sg parents[a%ajﬂsthan village, .=
Similarly, the boy's parents of a Rajasthan village, if they
decide to bring a bride from this region, pay only Rs.B81«00s« But
in case of far away villages in Rajasthan State, this rule does
not apply. s such, if a person of this village wishes to bring
wife from such distant villages, lying in Rajasthan State, he
will have to pay a much higher amount as bridec pricee. One Bechar
Kala Ninama of this wvillage has brought his second wife from the
village Magar, 14 miles east, in the Rajasthan State after paying
a bride-price of Rg.400/=~+ Hawcver, mostly marriages take place
within tlis region and as sucia the usual bride price one has to

pay remains Rse81e00e

In case of love marriages, the girl simply gocs TO her
future husband's housc to live with him @s his wifce The bride
price is ofcourse has to be paid to the girl's parcntse. Such
sit@ation mostly arise when the girl becomes pregnant and she has

to get @ husband to cover up her il legitimate Ppregnhllcye «:8

there is considerable sexu2l laxity among the adoloscent boys and

girls, they do establish sex rel ations between themselvese One
informant even pointed out that even girls and boys of the same
clan do enter into such scxual relationshipse (This ofcourse
remains to be verified)e. In case the girl gets pregnant by a boy

of her own clan, she immediately establishes such relationship

‘with another boy of ancther clans .fter carrying out such affairs

with a boy or boys of different clan, she would annouhce about

her prognancy by the particular boy of different clan. The

victim boy ofcourse neVel KNOws that the girl has not got

pregnant by hime <€ last they get married as husband apd wife

and the illegitimate pregnalcy turps out as a legitimate

pregnancy. The informant furcher told that behind  majority of

the marriage between a boy andl @ girl of the same village, this
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very rcascon licse Ofcourse, the girl can also chose @ boy of a

neighbouring villagee

it least one person in the village .ohapur is living with

his wife. without undergoing the actual marridge cercmonieses He

Tavide His wife belonged to @ distant village in

Rajaskthan Statee She has

(pOhapur to meet her

is Dhana

recently become @ widow @nd had visited

one rclativece Dhana Tavid met her hemand

fell in love with her. He proposed her to become his wife and
after taking the conséent of the village clders and the woman's
relative in abhapur, he brought her to his housee There after she
has been living with him as his wife. They are now parcnt of
four childrene.

as the clan is exogamous in nature, spouses are Always
saglected from different clanes There is not a single instance in
the village against this rulce inother care is also taken while
considering the seclection of a brides. She should not belong to
the same clan, to which the person's mother belongss This means
that two clan groups are avoided while scelcting 2 bride. From the
gencalogics collected of scveral families, this secms to be true
except in case of the gencalogy of Voranda clan where the father
has alsoc marricd a woman of Gamcti clane. While his sons have
also married woman of Gamcti clane «s such it appears that this
rule 1s not strictly applied although avoided to a great extonte
Herc arc gencalogies of some families to demonstrate this rule. |

(On separate pagc)s
Tt will be evident from a careful examination of the

genealogies that except in one case, all the members of second

and third generation have not marriecd a woman of their father's

and mother's clane

48 mentioned
the Gara

earlier, there is enough sexual laxity amorg

csids .of this village. Pre-=marital sexual offences are not

viewed with any concerne But it should not be regarded that there

is no moral code in the societye In fact, even such pre-marital

sexual offences arc made 4in secret and the affair is kept hidden

as far as possibles ~another thing to be noted in this concern 1is

that nedrly all such sexual affairs are carried out during day

m ¥ o= = A

for the partners to meet during

night hours, During day hours the partners have to rctire in the

jungle and to find suitable pPlace for induldgling in sexual :

Genealeries Showing _Maraiane Connectiong
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Activitics. .11 these are not so casy to 2rrangce The lovers
arrange their meeting rmuch before hand and it is the boy who
suggests the place where to mect . One informantc i nformed that
seldom a girl refusss @ boy for sexual co-habitzstion unless she
thinks he is fool cnough to wake the affair: opene While |
approaching a girl for the first time, the boy offers some
catables to the girle If she aecccpts, the first hurdle 1is crosseds
Next the boy would say that "since you have eaten my things, You
will have to p2y something in return". The usual reply of the girl
is "who is afraid of paying you back?" In this manner the things
are scttled and then the place and time is fixed for meeting

Eabh othere

Levirate 2nd sorrorate dre permissable among the Garasias
of this region. Sexual relations with elder brother's wife is also
]cept'. in certain cases aven/c %Eglder brother is living. But such
an affair is ofcourse kept hidden from the ocherse There is one
woman in the village, wife of @ person of Kotwal eclan, who allowWs
men for sexual enjoyment with her on paymente. Her husband 1S
invalid and the family is on +he whole a poor onee Both these
factors induce her to encourage men of the village to come to her
for segudl cnjoymcICe Desirous men cohablt with her after payirg

something betweon 0.75 paisc to Rseled0e

DEVELQPIE NU PROGR&MMES Il THE VILLAGE

Phe will Age has not been the particular.concern of any

Government agency and nothing in its history singles it out f£from

the sun of villages around ite sohapur is the ordinary village of

this reglion, Vijaynigar rajuka and it 1S this very ordinariness
that makes it 2 desirable object of studye The locdl authorities

of Tripal Development Block and Taluka had made some visits and

attempts, during oul stay to rally
n the ared. #s has been sarlier mentioned,

the villagers for scarclity

works to be opened 1

oven the programne of
out in the village and as such the basic proolem of drinking water

construction Of wells has not been carried

remains yet to be solved, Mo special Government services are

1ocdted in O tendered to .Johapule The whole ccOnomic 1ife of the

tribals of this village follow the natural lincs of the economic
structure of the community rather than Sovernmental plane Since
agriculture is the basis of 1ivel ihood in «ohapur, land is of
uEmost 1MmpPOrTadliCCe But no programie of land dovel opment or

improvement has been carried out in the village for which therec
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appcars to be immense scope for such 2 programme as the village

l1and do not have hilly reglcns and more or less is plain land.
There is no sign in the village that the farmers have been using
improved seeds, particularly hybrid maizes This Proglamme cannot

be successful without prov.is
It appears that the developmental ¥

io1l of adeguate irrigational

facilities in the villagcoe
agencies have consistencly Iignﬂred the wants of villagers. For
the hecalth facilitics the villagers h-iwﬂ_(_’ggPEﬂd upon Government
dispensary at Vijaynagar which is cight miles away from the
villages Many villagers have made complaint to us that they do not
get proper treatment at +he hands of the Medical Officer at
Vijaynagare One, Thavra Vorandd, has to comec to ashmedabad for the
medical treatment of his son who had fractured his bone 1in the
region of his right thighe Since Thavra is a well=to=do farmer of
the village, he could very well afford to bring his son to
shmedabad for tre;i_t'ment. But what about poor ones? «nd what about
the case of villagees in matter of lesser ailment? There is no
way out except to depend upon indigeneous way of tredatment by
means of herbs and taking refuge in the hands of sorcererses 38
many persons in the village have suffered due €to lack of medical
facilities and ineffectivcness of their indigyencous methods, the
villagers in general havc strong belief_in'witdhcrﬂft and
sc:_réery.. TheYattribute their sufferings to plack magic @nd evil
design of jealous persons in the village and even outsiderss
We were 'mi’f{!j/_‘%imcs refused cooperation in our work, by the
viilugers (particularly women) on the ground that "i £ the name of ’
their children would be written by us, they would die's Upon our
protesting, they remarked that may children and even grown up
persons digd soon after the last census enumeration in the
villages In this regard there is another incident worth menti on-
inge Once,in course of our reseirch work we approached a
household. The head of houschold has been sitting in the
courtyard alongwith an old woman. We werc offcred scatse In
course of our talk, we .ehcplired from the old woman whether she
was mother of the head of houscholde She b.ecame angry and in an
irritating tone replied that "You do not have 4 proper eyee L &M
his wife". She further remarked that because of black magilc
played by some evil persons in the viila_ge, ghe has been sick
since a long time and her health hagfgga%uch completely ruined
that she locked like the mother of her husbande On further
enquiry idbout her medical tr.atment it was learnt that medicines
had becn of no use to hers She firmly believed that she was a '
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victim of witcheraft and hence no medicine would cure here

attitudes toward Governmental programme is not favourablees
In this regard it 1is ta[rgﬁa:nﬂured that thakre is a socicty whose
whole ecconomic and social life had taught its member to depend
upon themselves and not on any outside agencyes Hence it is
futile to thirnk they would come by themsclves to developmental

agencies for .amelioration of thelir conditionse

Notecs

The field work for this rescarch has been carried out in

the winter of 1970.
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