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dppBars W@t In course of ryotwari ssttlement, no
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his own arrangements ror land and the ease with

which a purchase coyld be ensured attracted more
Nem-cribals and EpI‘Eadf them -mmre h.-ide'ly an the very

best of the land. In no time th=s2 new incom=rTs

whe Were a smakl minocrity in comparison to the

already settled tribal communities, owned most,of

the eul tivable land in the "tribal regions. By the

turn of this century, the nmon-tribal land-owning

. caommunities became the landlords and the tribals

¥
&

were reduced to subservient status, [Many of them

lost their land and some of them, such as in case

of the Dublas of Spouth Gujarat, were reduced to

slavery,

de fore legislation was passed in 1861

(Notification Ng,3961/41509-G dated 44h April, 1961)

tn.chack the land alienation,- hgavy alienation had al-
ready eccurred, and tradition of perfunctory treatment
of the tribal'e interest in-land uas established, The
tribals wep® réduced to the status of marginal farmers
bBcause of the large scale pWsurption of their best
land. In 2 survay don2 in 1956 in Pardi taluka
(District-Valsad) it was shewn on the basis of
findings in tive tribal villages tha3t of the total
land in those uillﬁgﬁs; 72,4 percent ot the land was
under the possession of nmn—tribal Khatedars (A
Khatedar 1s an individual in whes2 name the land

has been entered in ogovernment reécords) while only




27.6 percent of the land was ownad by the tribals
altl{mugh they constitute d more than 65 percént of the
nopulation in the taluka, After the *Land to the
tillers Kt ' was brought into rorce rrom 1st April
1957, many tribals who had been reducsd to landlessness
bacame ouner of laﬂd.,‘ﬂut because or the many lcophole:s
and its ftaulty implementation, ma3jor part of the
aliena8ted land, on a roughs estimaté, is still in the
hands of the non-tribals. [Major part of thes land in
South Gujarat was put to}usﬁ by the non-tribal land-
owners for grass cultivation, from which tThey have Deén
ahle to derive huge profit without umdergoing any

hothe pation and inveolving much expenditure that was
reguired in paddy cultivation, HWuoting once again the
above mentioned survey, more thanm 53 percent of the
total land which was in the possession of the non-
tribals was being used ror grass cultivation. So, on
ong hand the land of the tribals was usufructuratﬂd-

but the tepants were not allowed to use the land for
naddy cultivation, élthmugh naddy has pbeen the staple
food tor these peopls2. The acutensss and antiguiiy

of this prnbiem can be judasd by a remark mades in 1871
by Mr, N.B.Bexts, Survey Settlement Officer ror -the
bardi taluka uho in his report stated that "uith the
Kaliparaj (tribals) debt and JFinn - tne Banias and

the Parsis - @re the CUrses uhih;e—q which they are

afflicted and from whicn a total €xemptign i1rom



agsessment would be insutticient to save them., ™ In
the sam2 report he suggested that the "the.uillégsiﬂ*
Patel should be trom' these people in prefersnce to
the 'Shatzlas! (Apavils) whose aim in the village
SEEmS ﬁg‘hazzispnssass these people of The most
prnfitablegpﬂrtinns1nf their land in ftavgur of
himse2lT,

: Thus, from the middle of the =ighteentn century,
conirontation and conflict between tﬁé triba2ls and

\Hlﬂutsiders have persisted on ﬂccmunt-nr.t;E dﬂémpts of
H%he nuts%ders to grab tribal land legally or illegally.
0ne of the important raésnns ror the tribal losing
command over lamd is inadequédte &apprecidcion of man -
land relatisnsnip in tribal areas which is the guinte-
ssence of tribal existence. Whepever the man - lang
equation has been disturbed it has proved disastrous
to the %tribal economy. The basis or rignt in land is
formal-legal, while the tribal draws authority from
tpadition. The two concepts, ther=fore, are non-
intersecting. 1n most Ttribal areas, rights e€Xist in‘a
oyramidal torm,. At the bottem is the traditional right
o f the community, tollowed by the right or+the clan ur.
1ineage; the tamily and lastly, the individual, The
rights of the ramily and the individual are generally
usufructuar? thch get termin@ted on cessation of the

axisting use, The rights of transfer are limited

within a well-=defined group, absolut2 proprietory
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rights of individual were hardly recognized any-

wEere,

The system provided effective protecticon against
aliendtion wherever it remainea undisturbed, But the
formal legal lsy_stem, introduced by the Bgpitish in
India, recoynized only the individual pfoprietorship.
lWhenever régnrds are prepared, the pyramidal system
has been overlooked and individual is recognized as
proprie tor ~which proves to be the starting pniﬁt 01

loss or land in favour of other groups.

It is now well recognized that the opening of the
tribal areas brought in' its wake numerous problems
Upsetting the economic eguilibrium of the tribal peaple,
Many ﬁf the dsvelopment processes rollowiny thereupon
hurt tribal economy. Land alienmation, as mentioned
garlier, has b2en one of 'the results of non-tribals
entering the tribal areas and ﬂ;quiring landed pro-
nérty., The loss of land from the-tribal‘s hand may-
ba tor discharge ot loan liabilities incurred as a
Conseguence of nEngtUEl subsistence economy or due
to legal lacunas, At any rate, land alienation in
tribal areas has been 2 cﬁntinuing,ruanSQlued and

serious problem since it means loss of the resource

base, \\\{:{

Concern @bout tie Tights ot tribals pver tneiy

lands was expressed in the edrly tirties by Jawaharlal



fMehru at the inception of tribal policy r1or the
country. His Panchsheel which spitomises the tribal
policy includes the principle that such rights should
ba rsSpﬂcted.. In 1961, the scneduled areas and

scheduled tribes cemmission under the chairmansnip oi
| -

Shri U,N,DOhebar made a pointed reference  land aliena-

tion in tribal areas and called tor tightening of

laus to prevent alienation or tribal land. Mgreover,

the Fifth Scheduled to the censtitutiom provides:

The Gpverneor may make regulations ror the
n®a8ce anu good government of a8ny area in a2 gtate

which is for the time being a2 screduled arsa,
-

In particula&r and without prajudice to the
gpenerality of the foregoing power, such reguldtions

may

(a) prohibit urrﬁastrict the transter of land by

or among meémbers of the scheduled tribes in

suUc N are as

(h) IEgUlﬁtE- the allotment of land to members of

the scheduled tribes in such 2are ass

(c) rE2gulate the céarrying on the busins2ss as
- money-lender by persons who lend money to

members of the Scheduled Tribes in such area,

Ingpite of this, depriving the innocent %ribal

of his land, through traud or throunoh legal sals at
’ 0 3 5
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nominal price, has been & Common featuré o+ tribal
argas, |hus, 1and aliepation in tribal areads continues
to ba a big problem, particuldrly in thoseé arsas whici .
sape now opened up., Fortunatsly, at the Central and
g+ate level, }egislations have been‘'enacted to put 2

c heek to:this praoblem and arrest the passing of land
Frﬁm the hﬁnds of tribals to non-tribals, In most of
the-States two ;ypes of legislative acts nave Ds=en
enactéd in order to protect the.rights of Ttribals pVver
their land: (i) enactment to check the transter of
tpibal land into the hands of non-tribals and (ii)
enactment to restore and secure the rights oev tribals
nver'thﬂir land, In recent years, the 5tate govern-
ments hava also reviswed the 1éus and taken A@ppropriate
measures to plug loopholes. Provisions to restore the
alienated land %o tribals haue alsp bsen made by the

g+ate Covernments.

\)g; In Gujarat. too, such 8nactments have been snacted
from time tg time. In 1901, to safeguard the interests
in land of the pesople of backward arsas, the then
Covernment of Sombay passed an amendﬁent to the Bombay
Land Resvenue Cnde,-1879 by including ngw sBctions 73/

and 79K, Section 7 3R imposed & Dan on transter of land,

vithout the permission of the -Collector in such
scheduled villages where survey and settlement were
not introduced. Thouoh steps had been taken for

survey and settlement of land in the areds dirsectly

%



‘administered by t}E Bpeitish in the erstwhile Baomoay
state of uhicﬁ the present ngafat was a part, barring
the areas, uhder-ex-princEly staces, most of the
Scheduled Areas remained untouched by such survey,.
Section 79 A orovided fer summ@ry 2uiction of peréuns

unaduthporisedly DCEUBYi“Q,la”d-

Section 738 prpophibited alisnation of tribal lands

in Sche'duled Areas where (i) am original survey and

se ttlement had not been introduced and (ii) fha state
‘Gnuernment by notification maaé the provisions of this
section applicable, Since almost 16 talukas out of 32
talukas covered under the Tribal Sub-Flan area were
tpeated s surveyed and sattled, legal restricticns on
transfer of tribal land was not @uailable fter tTrem,

So far as unsurveyed drs8as wWere ccncarned, they were
gnuarnéd mo stly in.tx—princaly States and weré marge d
with the Indian Union in 1948, Ip case of such
unsurveyed éreas, a notification by the Government was
a condition beforé application of section 738, A
saparate notification by étate Government was lssued
in 1961.decl@ring the provisions of the said Section
734 applicable to 8ll thobelvillages in the Scheduled
Areas of Gujarat in which survey and s ttlement had
not been introduced and to which the provisions of

the s@ctimn had not earlier been made 8pplicable, The
areas EUUET:*ed under tie notification were those areas

in thg districts of Dangs, Surat, Valsad, 8haruch,

Vadpdara, Panchmahal and 3abarkantha wuhere survey and
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sottlement were not introduced. &Even in these areas
there was practically no restriction on aliepation

af %ribal lands during -the period of 49agrtn 1961.
Perhans @ good deal of land transfers trom tribals, as

indicated earlisr, would have taken place during thsgse

years, 2nd there was no legal remedy to such aliesnation.

An interesting court case arose out of the
. Covernment nntiFicétimn of 1861, The said provisions
WE TE applieﬂ to Uansdé taluka as it was assumed that
those villages were not unsurveyed @nd unsettled. The
Gujerat High Court in Spscial Civil Application No. 1191
of 1974 decleéred on 2-2-197& that the survey and
o ttlement of Vansda taluka done during the period

o f ex-\ansda princely state should be deemed to have

heen eftected under the Bombay Land Ravenue Cpde 2nd
applicatien of 73A could not, tierefore, be feasible,
Sp restriction ﬁresumed to have baen imposed in Vansda
Talruka in 1961’ notitication became ine ffective, Such
a gituation ma8y perhaps also arise in respéct~nf cther
CX-princely. states where survey and settlement were

carried out,

These restrictions had, therefore, limited scope
and @pplicability to protect persons belonging to
Scheduled Tribes from exploitation., The State.

Gguernment{ therefore, amended the Land Ravenue Code

1879 by inserting nmew sections 73A, 73A8, 73 AC and

.-?' 4 HI. - -
73AD in the said Code Lo impose fresh restriction on
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transfer of occupancies held by members of the 5Schedu-

led Tribe communities,

Although legislations have been end@cted to
protect the l1and ouned by tribals from land 2liena-
ticn,_thasa'haue na£ been aFFeﬁtiualy and forcefully
implamented. Ré a conseguence of this, till recently
tribals went on losing their lend, Transactions of
laﬁd b? oral leases, mortgagss, usufructeral agree-
ments ocecur on substantial .scale, Previgusly these
types n% cases were convertéd into sale deeds without
ac tyal knowledge of the tribals, Cases of fraudulent
transfers have been reported in which, the tact that
tha.particular owuner of the land is tribal had beén
concealed to defeat thE.pUPQDSE of law, Earlier, 1in
seyeradl cases the non-tribals had got themselve s
ra@gistered as tenants in' the land cuned by tribals
‘and later manage8d tTo gét the ounership of l&nd under
the tepancy lauws, Concealment or defacement of
documents by unscruﬁlmus'usufructuriea is one of the
imnortant methods by which the non-tribals get the
nossession of land ouned by tribals, Thus, land
g&ahbing by nen-tribals takes varicus forms, from the
most blatant usurptiogs to the most camouflaged way
of appropridtion. Thus, ingnite of legislation, 4and
ajienation is still reported to be taking place,
0f course, there has been some relief, yet the

nroblem continueés to grow in the wake of the opening
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up of packwardg areas, Ihis oroblem affects guite 4
large number of tribal people as well as 1T al so

hampers their economic dguelﬂpmeht.ﬁéfpf ;

With @ view to wrk out the mégnituds of aliena=-
tion of tribal land, tne Rural JEUElament Oepartment
of Ministry of Agriculturs, Govt,of India took up &8
dscision to conduct survey in all the States. The
Tribal Resesarch Institutes in the country have been
commissioned to undertake Land Alienation Study to
determine the extent of land alienatiﬁn in their 3tates,
This survey for Gujarat State was entrusied tTeo our
Institute., - The main objectives of this survey was to
cind put after the land survey inm tribal villages hou
ﬁuch and in what ways the tribal land has had passed
into the hands of non-tribals and 2also uhe eher tne
tribals transfer their land amdng themselves or not,
Thus, it was to oS investigated what vas the mégnituce .
of land alisnation and what were ths circumstances
_and factors résponsible reor this. In addition, this
survey also aimed at obtaining the background of their
sconomic 1life in order to discover the causation of
this problem, Further, on the b2sis of the findings
and conclusions derived tfrom the sSurvey, suggestions
Jero to be made towards the solution of this problem
in nrder to bring 2 total check on transfer of

tribal ‘1and,

!l

R
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For this survey, a2 set of three schedules were

-

prepared,

=

numbsr of guestions fer collecting information on

First, the village schedule contained a

demographic, economic, educational, and cas2s of
transfer of land, The uillagﬁ schedule was canvassed
ta the Talatis in each of the selected village vor
sunnlying inform@tion in iﬁ. In the sBcond scheduls,
ﬁhich was household schedule, guestions regarding

oCc cup@&tion, income, expendi ture, indebtedngess, amount
of land possessed, transfer of land had been put, I
Apart trom- collecting information on €conomic condi-
tions there uwere also 3ntries'r6gﬂrding rersons in
Family,-sax, Egé, e ducational status, etc, 1t al so
contained guestions on sale and moTr tgage of land done
by the household. The third set of Echeéula uas meant
for collecting information Trom Government 0 frice=s=
vhich were concerned with the rshabilitation of such
tribals who had lost land as 2 resull of irrigation

projects or setting up of industriss.

This survey was taken up during the month of
March 1987 and was completed in December, 1987. 1In
£he .very beginning i.e. in the month of [Farch an
axercise had besen made to select appropridte villagas
From difterent areas under the tribal sub-plan ares,
Altogether 25 uillagés_had'bean selected a8t the first
instance after consultation with officials, research

workers and knowlsdgeable persons from Conceérned areds,
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Later, ohz more village was added. The lést of the
selected uillﬁges yas finalized in the second week
of April 1987. ok

In the first wsek of April 1987, the transla-
tion of the schedulss (three s2ts) from ‘nglish to
‘Gujarati language was taken up. The schedules had
heen earlier prépared in English in the meeting of
'Jirecﬁnrs of Tribal Research Institute held an 29 th
DEnuErQ, 1987 at NEmIDelhi. In the third week of
R;ril’EE7 the Gujarati version of the housthold sc he -

dule was sent te press for printinag.

The @ctual field work in the s2lected villages
Wwas startad-in'the sécond uEek.nF May, 1987, 1t was
rounded up in the second week of Hugﬁst 1987, The.
data collected was processed and tabulated by third
waek of October, 1987, DOrafting of the-rapnrt was

taken un in the third week of October, 19E7,

This survey was emndLﬁtEd in al11 but one tribal
district. The district ﬁF Jdangs was not included 1in
this survey a@s there was little scope nF.land aliena-
tion. Apart from the seven tribal districts, the
suryey wads also conducted in om@ village of Kuteh

district,

In the selection of villages care was taken to

s2lect some villages rrom tribal pockeéet arga too and



ane village to BqUEr_diSpErsEd tribals. Thué, out of
26 villages sEIECtéd Fmr'tﬁis survey, 21 were located
in the tribal sub-plan area, 4 in tribal pocket dareas
and 1 in Kutch district uwhere the entire tribal popu-
latinnicama under the category of dispersed tribals.
The tollowing criterion have be2n kept in mind while.
selecting the villsagess (1) The main populd@tion of
the ﬁillage shipuld consist of tribals and the tribais
inhabiting the village should have remained in contact
with non—tribals ror @ long time, (2) The village
should be near the metalled road and have tacilities
tnr transportation which itsely mignt be 4 ractor
resubn:c;iblﬁ ror land alienation, As pninted out
esarlier, apart from theses criterion, the opinions of
the 1pcal of ficials ﬂn@-aome research Workers Were

also obtained for the s2lectinn ofl ﬁhe village,

-

From 2@ch of the s°leﬁtEd.uil}ag55 attempt had
been made to cover all the tribal Khatedars,- Only in
one village in Umb=ro2on taluka, not all the-"Khate-
dars could b® covered ag it was 2 very large village,
Tun -hamlets were selected from this village and 2ll
the Khatedars.from both the hamlets were cgvered. It
should be mentioned hesre that @ hamlat in & tribal

yillage is more of less a village by i1tself.

Altogether 1240 tribal Khataedars w2re contacted
tor gathering guantitative data through canvassing of

the achedule, The list of the sel=scted villages and
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the number of Khatzdars covered has b2en givén 1N the

rollowing table, i

Table 1

Village-uwise distribution of
surveyed households

T Wars oF B Wans of the ~ WNams of TR No.of
No'. Uillage Tajuka Jistrict - rta2mi-
B it L T e O e B S T R

[ Juni Sarotri Palanpur 3anaskantha 26

24 Dhégadia Danta janaskaniha 54

J's Khokhra Jijaynsnar ‘ Sabarkantha 43

4, dhedia Khe dbrahma S5abarkantha 147

S Palia Jhiloda Sabarkantha 37

6. Sagtala Devgadh B8aria FPanchmahal 25 -
Ta jalaiya ‘ Jan trémpur Fanchmahal 23
8. _Dhankua Halol Panc hmahal 49

= i Timla thho taudepur - Vadp dara 70
0% sanjlavant Chhotaudepur Vadodara 16
11, Namaria Tilakwada ) JVadpdara 30
12, Nagaruwada Sankheda Vadpodara 14

g b 1S Moriyana Valia Gharuch 25
14, Hnirapore valia ;hﬂruch 22
T, A ga Jhagadia ghar uch 30
16, Ranipéra Nandod 3 haruch 25
195 Hajat :hﬂ{lﬁshyﬂr ;jhﬂruch' 32
18,  Pishawar Nizar Surat 14
19. Rotarwa Uyara surat 150
20,  ©Baloa Valod Surat 66
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Z % Bhimpars dardoli Surat 65
2% Kalgam Umbearodon Va]l saao 100
253 Ko char wa Pardi Val sad 27
24, Kharedi Jharampur Jal gad G5
. : 3
?23, Gane sh= - Navysari \/al sad . 16
ohisoagara
2B, Lakadia=z | 4 hachau Kutech - 37

TR R R R . e S S ] - W Tl i one il E— - I e e - - k. il i il

TO TAL . - 240

The following villanes repr@santed the tribal

oncket arsase

1« LDhankua in Halpl taluka
2, Naparuwada in Sankheda taluka
J. Hazab in Apkleshwar taluksz

4, LGane sh=5hisodara in Nz

(0

The village Laskadia was selected in grdar to knou

=

“he magnitude of land alienation @mong dispersed tribals,

=xcept the Dangs integrated Tribal Development
Project (ITOP) all the ITOPs of the State have been
inCluded in this survey, Th2 fioures given in ths
next tabla would indicate the number of families coverad
in each ITOP, It should be menticonsd here that now the

=

cribadl pocket areag also come under the jurisdictiaon of

I1TDP.




Taple 2

I TOP—wise distribution of surveysd
households

sl i - - e - - 3 g 3 L IR - - - Bl S 3 sl ¢l EE T

Sy, . Neme of the Name of the No., of
Mo, I1TOP District fami-
Su LI Sl ST DS © 5=

(" Palappur ITOP . Banaskantha B2
Khedbrahma I TOP 5aharkant%8 227
Oohad ITDP Panchmahal 127
4, Chhotaudepur ITUP Vadodara 132
B tajpipla ITJE* 3haruch ' 122
6., Songadh I TOF Ssurat 230
T Manduvi ITQP Surat - 65

8. Bansda 1ITQP Val sad 208

e e e B & T e | - =d = 'i--'—l--lr'-'-'l-'I--qr----hq—-l--.-llh-—-l-i.-.—-l-in-a—-—...--,_-. -

Ta tal 120 3
s Kutch St

— A o o — — e - [ 1 e 1 E e L - =k =Wl TR e ] e & — = - Ll

- - e B b B O E - [ ] - e . B . S - i

Grand Total 12 40

villages, inform&tion regarding cases of land aliena-
tion detected and settled was ecollected Tram tThe
Africe of the Commissicnar, Land Reforms, Gandhinagar,

e could oet only consolidated statement regarding

digd

number of cases detected and settled etc, For g2etiing

detected and settled we werg asksd to contact the
Jeputy Cpollecterns at the district level who have bsen

entrusted to detect cases of land alienation and to




teke necessary steps for restoration to tribals by

cpllecting evidence,

Accordingly, leztters were first sent ©To the
concerned Jeputy Collectors (LND-8) - for supplying a
nameés of the tribals whose land 2lien2tion cases have
been detscted and perhaps restored, In the second
week of August, 987, the In-charge of the Project
personally visited Hi%?tnagar to collect the nesdead
information from the office of the Deputy Cpll2ctoer
(LND-8) who has been dealing with such cases occuring

‘in the tuo districts - Banaskantha and 3abarkantha,

After collecting some information, 8 1list of @bout

land to tribals of Bhiloda taluka in the Sabarkantha
district, After this field visits were made in some
szlscted villages of Bhiloda2 taluka from whers cases
had been listed and en~the_spot investigdtion was done
in 38boput 30 cases to gain insight into the pnlfture ef
fhﬁ detacted larnd alienadation cases and to know whe ther
the aliEnatEdhland has been ac tually restored to the

affected party or not,

-
As in the Bhiloda taluka, @ list of lamd alisna-

tion casses datected in the villages of DOanta taluka

ot Banaskantha districts was prepdred aftér obtaining

inform@tion trom the 0ffice of the QOenuty Collector

y Ty 1] - ‘T‘\' -— A i
LND. Himatm2gdr), In the last ueek of Aunust, a
. / ) ;
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rig]ld vicgit was made in som2 villages

L

from WM TE cases of lan j‘.‘-ili-’_-lnatinn hauve Deech :‘t;pml“:-%:




CHAPTER - IT

" TRIBALS OF GUJARAT

The tribal belt in the. Gujarat State comprises
three distinct ecologicgl zones, The bills and
nlateaus, characterized by rocky upland with small
scattﬂrad'depnsits nf‘minerals and tropical mixed
asg ueli as moist forests, mﬁke the first, The
'ualieys, dominated by @ rertile cultivaple land inter-
s8c ted hf rivérs and stfaams, make the seconds The
2sca8rpments an d ‘slope s, botwesn the first tuo zone's,
marked by luxurfapnt grouwth of wild trees, bamboos and
otheér fribrous plants in the major partc of the b2lt
make the third ecologicadl zone, It ié the latter, the
torest cﬁﬂErEd slopes and' escarpifients that constitutes
thE'ﬁbuhugical niche s nf several tribal groups in the
State, FThE on tire stfip of the eastern part of the
State - running right Trom nerth to south and cutting
across the geographical boundary of three Indian

¢
States viz.,, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra -
is mounta@8neous as well as covered u{th Torests.ot
varying dimensions., This strip comprises the tribal
belt of the State in which the traditional habitat of
a number of tribal communities has been Tormed since
centuries, In the north, the tribal region nestles in
the Aravalli ranges, in the central east are the
Vindhya ranges and Satpura ranges while inm the sputhern

eagt are the Sahayadri ranges. In the valleys consti-

21
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tuting the second 2cological zone and on the escarp-
ments and slopes of these hilly ranges comprising fﬁe
third zone, tre tribal settlements a@re situdted in 3
gscattersdly ménnEr. While the width of the land
batween the gastern 2nd western boundary is very large
in north and centre, it bescom®es very much reduced in
the snuth. As a ressult of this, the strip m% land-.in
Snutﬁ Gujarat lying between the Sahayadri ranges and
the Arabian s22 is narrow, It becomes still narrousr

in the extreme south.

In the north-gastern part of the S5tate the
Aravalli range of mountains which bound Gujarat on
the north and the east and whicin pmroject numsrous
branches into the nesarest part of the: Etﬂte ar e stasep,
cradggy and dirricult to @ccess. In Gujarat this,range
cut acrﬁﬁs the nortn-east or 3anaskantha and
sabarkantha districts, This tribal region is marked
by @ network of frorest clad hills enclosing well-
vatered valleys and table land. This is 8 land of
thnusand hills, althouagh pmssﬁséing no néaks or hills
af special interest., In the shoulders of the hills
and in the valleys which intervene between tThe spur s,
the tribal villages of the Banaskantha and Sabarkantha

districts are ‘situatad,

In the central region of the tribal belt of the
5+ate the hill T@nges cansist of the outliers of the

Vindhyas and Satpuras, Between Ratnamal and Pavagadn
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in the Panchmahal district are the Uindhyé spurs, B00°
high, From Ratmamal thers 15 & line of table land
ranging trom 800' - 1200'., The spurs &8re more
regular and unbroken lying nor th and south, séparaied
by valleys between the Vindhyas and Aravallis, In'the
soﬁth of the Panchmahal distrigt, the hillé are highér
an4 more connected until along the bordar of Chhota-
udenur taluka of Vadodara district they form an
almost unbroksn line stfetching east and west, forming
the-uatershEd be tueen the Mahi and the Narmada rivers,
Thig line form The Bxtrems western outskirts of the
Uihdﬁya rangé., To the sast 8 similar chain of hills
ar more strictly a2 lins of table land of an altituds
of 235 metres ta 366 metres stretches north from the
2atnamal hills ferming the water-partipg betuwsen the
Mahi and Sanas, From thié-range many sidaaépurs run
west fallimg in height and impbrtﬁnce as they strstch
fFurther from the table land, Nerth of the Panam river
lona lines of hog-backed hills run north-wsst nsarly
parallel uith the boundary QF the ﬁeugadh Barié taluka
till they reach Sangfli, to the north of which these .
" chains bend sastuards forming 2 complete arch,
satanmal in the Limkheda taluka of Panchmahal district

is an impnrtﬁnt hill which is well-wooded and commands

S gﬂﬂd UiE_Uu

The eastern portion of the Vadodara district

comprising the Chhotaudepur, Jabuga2m and Nasvadi
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taiﬂk__a's' is hilly, -Eil.thrjur_‘:h the number geminances |
deserving the names of hills isiu;ry small, The

hill rangss belong ts beth Vindhya and Satpuda ranéaa.
Towards the south are the Extenginn~of Rajpipla hills
uhilé in the egastern part a¥e the besauti ful volcanic
ne ak of Phenai [Mata, supposed to have been one of the
active yents within tre great Ueccan Tr2p @rea, The
hills of Phenai Mata rises in Chhotaudepur. Beyond
it, to tha further eést, are the spurs of [Malwad hills,
Touwards ths nor th are sundry hills 0slonging to

S hhotaudepur and Narukota, Towards west of the [fahabar

peak in Chhotaudepur is the flural ridoge,

In the valleys and hill-slopes of the Uiﬁdhya.
and Sﬁtpud; fangfs which run through the eastern pﬂrﬁs
" of Panchmahal and Uadmdéra district, the tribal wvilla-
NS g are situdted, These form the central zone of tie

tribal belt in the 5tate,

In the Sguth, the tribal belt has & long range of
mountains belonging to thas Sahayadri range. Ilhis rancge,
about more %han'1500 kms, in length forms the eastern
* bopundary of the Dececan and the watershed betueen the
rivers of the peninsular India. In the Sputh Gujarat
the hills belonging to this range are fpund @ither in
continuous or broken hills, like those in Oharampur
and Bansda@ t8lukas, This rance joins the. Satpuda
range, a@long the Tapti river. The Rajpipla hills in
the Bh8ruch district which 2re western spurs of the

Satpudas form @ water-parting between the Tapti and the .
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Narmada rivers. Oeeply furroted stréams iigzagging
therough the lou éills and plateaus of both Satpuda

and Eahﬂyédri rénges are a commnn Fight in this belt,
The Satpuda range virtually ends up in the Bharuch
district. _The Sahayadri rangé may be said to b2gin

at Kundaibgri pass in the south-uestern corner of tre

. Khandesh, But the hills that run éastuard rrom the
pass and overlook the louer Tagti—uﬁllEQ alsc belong

tn the same system, From Kundaibari, the chain runs
southward with an 2levation vhicihh seldam €xceeds 4000
ft,, in & ling roughly parallel with the cpoast of
Hrabiﬂﬁ sea from uhicﬁ its distance varies trom 35 kms,
ta 110 kms. For 2bout 170 Kms, ﬁptn a8 point near
Trimbak, its direction is somewhat west of socuth and
it is flanked on thE we st by the thickly wooded table
lands of Peomt (in Maharashtra), Dharampur {in Gujarat),
Mok hda, Jawahar (;n'ﬂahﬁrashtrﬂ) and Dangs (in Gujarat) .
The table lands of Oharampur, Jangs and the Eiﬂpﬁa on
the western spurs of the Sahayadri range and the
nlateau on the Satpuda rangs in the Sharuch district
is the country of the tribal communitics of 35U th
Gujarat, Ip the -course of history, QL;itE.E sizeaple
tribal pppuldtion has com2, to spPy in the pléins,
shich is the distffct strip of low land, intersected
by hilly tracts betueen the Saha§adri and the coastal
1ine. There is some tribal populaticon on the coastial
1ine too but it is puite thim, Thus, in the southern

tribal belt of the State, the main concentratiaon of
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tribal ﬁnpu;atinn is in the table land of plEtBEUE,
slaopes cuif‘ the Sahayadri and Satpuda ranges and in

the low land between the coastal line and the Sahayadri
- range. ‘Tha f}at topped hills; often crowned with bare-
wall like masses of basal or laterites are clothed on
their lower slope2s with jungles of teaé and bamboo.

Its primaeval forests display th; mast_maghificient
sScenery. ﬁuer all pa8rts of this belt, ranges of

small. hills starting up on all sidés crouwd tagatﬁer in
wildest confusion, with a gaperal suuth-ﬁasternly
direction towards the valleys of the Oaman Ganﬁa'and
ﬁar rivers., The furrows that lie between the hills and
mnuqtﬂins are domindated by_rainy s£aspn water-courses,
the more impur#ﬂnt ones serving as channels F;r the
rivers of the region: the Narmada, the Tapti, the Par

and the Damanganga,

Qut of tﬁe nine teen districts in QOujarat, Eighf
diatrictsluiz., Jangs, Surat, ‘Valsad a8nd Bharuch in
scuthern belt, Vadodara and Panchmahals in the central
belt and Sabarkantha and Banaskantha in the northern
he%t have a sizeable ftribal populd@tion and trom this
nmint of view they are usualiy referred to as tribal
districts, Besides these districtis, there are some

othaer small tribal pockets in Junagadn, Kutch,

Jamn@gar, Surendranagdr and Ahmedabad districts

- el

where the population of the different tribal groups
: ’
igs of not much significance but culturally it is of

much importance &as the different tribal groups

-
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living in thsée nockets display 2 very colour ful and
rich heritage, Hpwever, for pUTPOSS of planning
development programmes in the 35tate, only those eignt
districts of tre eastern part of the State has been
included in the area under tribal sub-plan, Inp our
this study too, we 8re mainly concerned with the

tribal pepple living in the forest areas ot the 3tate
on the esastern border, right from north to south, The
tribal pepple who have settled in hilly @nd rorest areas
of the State over theecenturiss have adapted thsméal-

. yes to the particular geographical fezatures of the
reaqgion, RiﬁhDUQh there a8re no truely primitive people,

1o used to live primarily by hunting and gathering,
le ft teday in this région, tribal pSopls continue <o
live in all the parts, In the past, however, hunting
and ga@thering economies wers found freguently in
tropical forests of these areés. In the absence of
concrete evidences it is difficult to maks any e sti-
mate rsgarding the period when hunting @nd gathéring
2conomie s WEre Supreéme 1in thﬁse areas, From the
recorded history of the upland regions, it would

seam that the tripal people living in this region had
been agricultura8l communi tie s, largeiy pradctising

shifting cultivation form of agriﬂultur8.1 But the

i .,_‘___....__.H—-q--u--—--*i——h—-nr- B R R e B R e o e T N e N e e I I O e o B B TR S I R N Sy e

1 See (i) H.E_Enthwwﬁﬁ, The Tribes and Castes of
Bombay, 1922,
(ii) James Tod, Ann@ls and Antigquities of

rRajasthan, London, 1557-
(Reprint)
(iii) Forbes, Alexandsr, Kinloch,
Rasmala: Hindoo Apnals of
the provinces of Gujarat in
.Western Indid, Oxford Univ.
Press, 1924 Vgl, I & II,
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fact that the se people practiced hunting &nd gathering
alonauith &@gricul ture till recently, amply testifies
that ths former must have been ﬁ}incibal sourcas of

pe tting food in earlier times. And 3s we Knouw that
égriculture 18 rElatiUE£y a recent phanomeéna ror ¢he
human beings, dating back only 8bout 10000 years, and
that majority of the people whe had euer lived in thiF
‘world had bgen hunter—gathérersz, the agsumption that
the se penpledin the leng past were food cailactd&s not
food producars, ‘would not be far from reality, But
let us, tor the tipe being, leave this discussiaon her e

and revert to the briesf rssume regarding the ftribal

ngople livimg in the forest @reas of the State,

Nut'mumh is known about the original history of
the different tribes which now inhabit in th2 ftorest
areas of the State. In the absence of studies in
Ercﬁaalngy, linguistic, physiclogy a8nd physical
anthropology, it is difficult to find Eccuréte answers
to the guestions as Tto from where these psople came.
1t is, howBver, on thes _strength nf historical eviden-
ces, can be gemeralized that various Hindu and primi-

tive elemeénts have gone in their physical make up.

Histopically, it is well knoun tha@8t the 3hils
were once supréeme in this and contigecus areas Till
driven put by invaders iNnto the fgoreésts and mountains,

The invaders belonged to communities who had alresady

il Wi e il

B . . Y R L e e . Bt I R S TR SR o I L] - B e e ]

2 Richard B Lee and Irven Da Vpre (eds.), Man the
Hunter, Chiclgo, 1968, p, 3.
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e stablished rice culture., It 1s an urdisputed fact
that Gujarat has been the home aof the Bhils, one of
the most ancient tribes of our country and in present
times, the second largest tribal cammunity after the
Gonds of P’iadhy_ﬂ Pradesh._ 1t is belisved thdt since
paleolithic perciod they have been in this region.
Another ancient group of people in this.State were
the Kolis. Latar’, the Rajputs and flarathas arrived
here, Due to great historical turmogils and uph2avals,
therg was @ constant re flux of migration on the part
of these impor tant . groups of people viz.,, the Shils,
the Rajputs, the Kolis and the Marathas, 5ince the
3hils were occupyinmg the hills @nd the forests and
thus were comparatively in safer gitudation, it could
haﬁe been easier for som8 groups of people G% 12jput,
Kali and Maratha community to throw their lot with
the Bhils in order to n2in peaceful existence, Recent
illustration of such a situa@tion can DE Tound in the
history of the Kunbis of 08ngs district,. which after
se ttling in the country of Bhils became a hill tribal
community. According Tto the Bombay Gazestteer - ""They
se gm to DB n-eucnmers; many within the last genEration
and a¥mosE=ukiLtRih—Ln0 1osi cefreresssp—ans dlnost
within the last hundred ysars, They call themselves
Konkan Kunbis"a. Several such groups hays tollowed
along the ridges, moving trom one hilltop to thé next,

ut as the mounta3ins and forests have made transverse

3 MWllchin, Bridget, The Stone Tripped Arrou, 1966,

/1 See Bombay Gazette er s,
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aauamént-ﬂcruss”thﬁ rcgion difticult, it had tended to
separate pepple who have followed sep@rate naths of
cultural a8nd social deuelupment.‘ This may be one
reason that today we find @ number of tribal groups
uhnsé names de not a@ppear in the sarly histu;y of
this-region. . The nam=s of tribal communities 1like
Chnudharys,rﬁhndias, Dublas, Konknas, €tc, &ppsar anly
arter ths advent ot the Britishers in this area, 8y
fhat time the formation of new sseial greups had
1alraady baen taken place., In the situation of gredat
mﬂbiiity of.sottlements some oi the same group of
people got settled in the hills or on the slopes of
gtha hills while many pot settled in the plains, It

is because of this reason” that in thasﬂ:régimﬂs, he
boundary drawn on fhe basig of similarity ot languages
alﬁne do not coincide with those2 draun on the basis of
shared Eulﬁure tpaits, In vieuw ot this, to identiry
cul1*ure wave s or migrations in thess regions uith
sﬁrEEd of a language is frguoht with many dangers,
Since there is a@8lmost No al:ia:-.:ntif‘i: study of the
tribal la@ngudges, it becomes impossible tTo settle
ﬁuéstinns jn regard to the historical erigin, and
distributions of ethnplinguistic groupings in the

tribal belt of the State, ;

There is thus wide variation in the dialects

o is the diff-

L

spoken by the major tribal 'groups.
srence in the physical types betuwueen the different

" tribal groups., ‘Life along the lofty ridges a@nd in

r
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forssts has baen re sponsible in shaﬁing the various
customs, the sconomic p2tterns and socin-political
stpuctures, Thesd variations have had effect on the
cultures which display anraqually KaleidoscoplcC
variety within the broad limits s8t by long isslation,
by the physical Enuirﬂnm?nt, by the ecalagicél agap ta-
tinn_ﬂnd economic organization, It s2ems plausible
_assumptian that the dirterences EﬁrrESpmndEd to
géooraphical barriers on one hand and to the culture
contact situation uith the low land p2ople on the
D£hﬁr hand, Despite a grouwing distiqct;mh be tween

the tribal people living in the hills @nd Torests and
the Hindu caste noroups living in the low lands, sharp
hﬂﬁhdaéiEE 4id nat develop between te tuwo, Rather,
throughout most of the rsgions, the former were
inznrpmrateq intc social system, dominated by the
latter, They remained "the holders-of the wild®, "ihe
people of the upland" vho rendered periodiC obslsance,
to the Hindl rulers in return for the recanitimﬁ of
their status as the rirst inhabitants of fhese 1 ands,
These Telationships found symbolic expression in
rituals involving both Hindu and tribal people. One
af the most famous of such symbolic @cts uwas ﬂppiying-
tRaj-tilak! by the Bhil chieftains to the new ruler
of @ State -ruled By'?ajguts’and pre senting him with

a dagger., Thus 1T Emphasized that the Bhils were in
fact the.squﬂrt of the prosperity aFlthukingdmm and

the longevity ot ths monarch, The very fact that the

&



tribal people were involved in 8 royal Rajput ritual
signified the Rajput's recognition of the tribal
seople .as the first to tap the fertility of the lands

in the realm, .

In addition to the symbolic relationship that
t;aditiﬂnaily existed between many, if not mo st of the
tribal and. Hipdu cast®2 groups, were more tangible )
relationehips, The tribal pecople living in tN8 fore sts
pfovided the Hindu castse ﬁenple living in the low-lands
.uith tha.quast aroducts such as honey, bessuwax, wild
animal hides, hurbs, truits, exotic flowers, Btc., From
+he loulands, the tribal people chtained metal,; salt,
nottary, di‘i:.lmE, clothes, etc., The tribal pEﬂplé WET S
alsao.viewed by the lowland paunlé as potential labpurers,

to be acguired through the system of "beith" (without

mahing any payment).

In short, tie® emergence of Hindu caste civiliza-
tions in the lowlands of these regions l2d to the

emergence of new relationships bBtueen the tribal and

]

the Hindu casté peopls., The relationship @ twueen them

was not everyuhere a2s hiaonly structured as in some

-

cases described above, In some of the mors remote
. b |
= : | i L
hills and thieck forest areas, life uwuent ﬂﬂﬁ}ribal
villages without much reference to svents in tte

g 7
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During the British ragimé no pancertad effort to
bring . the tribal people of its territeries undsr
culﬁnial rule was made by the Gguernment until very
late in the 19th century. Howsver, colenial rulse
radically affectsd the lives of many of them. In some
areas the t-ri-i:ial nsople were =2xposscd to the teachings

P

o f Christian missionaries although they cnuldinn'

no table sﬁccess in converting them.s In th=2 Dangs and

a few other regions, the Sritish government 2ttempted,
insotar as was possibleyto administer the hill p2ople
sep@rately trom the plains people, They allowed The
tribal chieftains to continue to gﬂuénn their territory,
althnugh;tﬁEy had to accept a represantcacive of tie
British covernment (Political Agent) who was to keep
check on thﬂiihigministratiue practices, British

ﬁdministratiunkflsu“indiract in ths hill areas under

i,

the cantrol of Indian Princes. In sum, colonial rule

did nothing to further the integration of tribal

neople into natiunéygmliaics.

L]

anther and p2rhaps the most significant change
that occurred in the highland arsas during tie® British
rmariod Wwas economic in charactar; The ;urests of The se
reqions were seen as sourceés of important Sconomic
r?sﬁﬁrcaé that could be profitably sxnloited., Ths
renions were viswed as spurces of teak and other

valuesable timbsr, The s areas also came toc b8 viswsd

by @ number of enterprising Hindu castés and other



cummunitiﬂs fnr the intpoduction of neuw agricul tural

crmps due to - which the EUltlUEhlP Yands of the trlhal

L]

pe nnle llUlng on the hill slopes, wer2 &lispated on &
large scale. With the indiscriminate cutting of
forests and alienaticn ot land, the tribal peocple

suyhsistence sconomy suffered great blous which gave

rise to @ class ot .wape labpursrs among them,

After independence <The lndian and State govern-
ments pushed a'pnlicy'ﬁF aésimilatian pf tribal
minorities into the mainstream of Indian 1ite, it
promo'ted proQrammes de signed fm improve the welrare
and ensure the f2velopment of the tribal people.
Although not all these nolicies were pressed with
Baud] vigour or consistency throughout the hllly areas
of the tribal belt, the gen=sral impact was such as to
ansuré that 1ife in the hills @nd forésts will never

be the same as it was im earlier times,

In the Gujarat Sfafe twenty ning trib&l groups
have been recorded in the list of scheduled tribes,
According to 1981 Census, the population of these
scheduled tribes is 48.5 lakhs which CDﬂEtitUtEi14.22
percent of the total population in the 3tate, 'The
Bhils have bgen trMe largasf tribal community numbering
14, 48,692 persons and torming 3B8.99 percent of the
total tribal population in the State (1971 Census),
They @re fpund in- all the tribal areas in the easgtepn

belt as well as in other pockets too, Apart rrom the

4
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8hil s, E$Er8 are several other impor tant tribes in the
Statz, most of whom have rEtﬂinEd their language and
natiue cul ture., Alfoo gether 14 tribeé are cansidered

ag major ones on the basis of their linguistic,
cultural and demograshic characteristics, These 14
major tribes account for 97 percent of ths total tribal
population in the State, The population DF the se major
tribes can be seen traom the statistics given in tThe

Table 3.

Tahle 3,

Distribution of tribal population &ccord-
ing to m@jor tribal groups (19717 Census)

ol ey e A N e W e Sl L " i g g - . E @ ol T T e TR N e P L B I s ]

‘§;[' Name of the Total Percentage to
No. tribe nopula- total tribal
tion population in
e oo i eunS State
1 Shils (including 14, 48,69 2 3e,96
OJunqgri Garasias,
3hil Garasias,
lasava, stc,)
7z Dublas 3,88, 58¢ 10, 43
e Dhodias Jy 50, 4595 8,589
4, Gamite 2,716,077 T, 43
B, Najka, Naikdas 2,33,243 6, 27
-6, Rathyas 1,89, 335 D,009
T Choudharys | : 1,776,090 4,7 4
E. Lﬁﬂmas 1, 46,7 26 R [
8% ﬂ)hanka 14 36, 824 3. 6B
10, Warlis 1, 28,085 3¢ 39

11, Patelias 48,605 1031

1
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. ;
12.  Kumbis 34,643 0.93
13, Kolis 29, 320 0,7¢
14, Kotwalias 12,896 e 55
15. Others . 1, 31,070 3.51
TO TAL 37, 34,422 100,00

The highest concentratian of the trib&l population
is in the southern zone of the tribal b=lt, comprising
Df-ﬁhéruch, Surat, Valsad and Dangs districts., As can
be seen rrom the figures given in Table 4, 55,406 p2rcent

of the total tribal population is concentrated inm the

Table 4

District-wise tribal population in respect
to total population (1981 Census)

Sr. MNams of _ Total -  1ribal  Percentage ar
Nog., tLhe ponoul 8- nopula- cribal popu-
district tion tion lation to
total copu--
T et n et e IR S o e Sprnp A M -1 T
1. Surat 2,453,211 1,038,200 °~ 41, 64
2. Valsad 1,774,136 968,518 54, 59
3, Papnchmanal 2,321,669 069,523 41,76
4, Bharuch 1,286, 451 577,393 44,84
5, Vadpdara 2,558,092 648, 37 2 25, 35
6, .Sabarkantha 1,502,284 251,127 16.72
7. Dangs 113, 664 '104,9 18 92,31
8. Banpaskantha 1,667,914 111,9 36 06.7 1
g, O0ther Dists.d), 358, 3586 178, 599 08.77

10, TOTAL 34,085,799 4,848,586 14,22

L T T U B N Pl — . L R L BRI B O o e e sl
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sauthetn zone itself, Apother district uwhich display
chardcteristic of heavy concéntration is the Papchmahal
in the central zone,

L
According to 17 1.Census, the birth and death rate

among the tribal population of the 3%ate is. 41,22 and

13, 49 '_g.ér thnLlsand. As shoun in Table 5, the s8X ratio

amnng the tribals of the State comes to 974 women per

1000 men. ~ The tribal population has & higher sex ratio

in comparison to the gensral population in the State,

Table. .5

Sax=wise distribution of Tribal Pgopulation
(1981 Census) ;

il o [ iy il i — e A, il S g W T N L e e . e TR BE & T A T R SR DR - B e e W

Sex Numbe r £ arcEen— Sex Ratio
R e = B q——t-h-a-g\-eﬂi-—- E S o e ip-e r 10 UD m E-].-i:-nSJ-

I T IR S R L B S

\

Male 24,53,566 50, 60 -

Female 23,895,020 | 49 . 40 =

TO TAL 48,486,586 100,00 Q76
'

LR THEE S e __hﬁm'*ﬂ_dh_—.-d—d—w‘*—ia_—-d—_m-“.—n- R I o T o e R S R R IEE S SR S, S ]

-

Among the minor tribes, some of them have been
recoonized as primitive tribal groups in the State
hecause of their extremely poor and shocking econamic
existence, These are Kuiqhﬂ, Siddi, Kathndi, and
Barhar, From amonqﬁt the majﬁr trib2s, Kotwalia has
been also included in the list of primitive tTribal
groups,  In case of these small Tribal groups ‘which
haveé been given the status of primitive communities
in The StatE,'néu special development programme s,

have been or &8re being devised only after they
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agnuired the label of primitiveness,

e

Apart from these primitiua tribal groups thers
arg some iii;tle known Etribal grougs_i They ares

(i) Rabari, (ii) Vaghri, (iii) Pardhi of Kutch,

(iv) Phanse, Pardhi, (v) Bavcha, Bamcha, (vi) Charan,
(vii) Bhils of Kutehy (uiii)'aharuad, (ix) Gonds,

Raj '‘Gends, (x) Pomla and (xi) Barda, Some of t e se
are so unknown . that sometimes it becomes even diffi-

cult tp know their exact location and distribptiuns

in the. State,

The general literacy ef the tribals in Gujarat.
is 21,14 percent, MAs shoun in Tabls 6, @mong the
male tribal population it is 30,41 percent while 2among
the females only 11.64 percent, As is evident, @ vast
numbar of tribal people, nartlcularly the females among

them are illiterates,

Tahle b

Sex-wige distribution of literdties and
illiter2tes Emmnm tribal populatign
{1081 Census)

e e .11-——-—--*-1-%-1#!-!1# e W i e W i Ll el e P il il T s el bl e e & e R AR "TIEL B . SR R I e S

Sex  Literates =~ __ Illiterates = __ __Total
No. Pe rce- No. Perce- No. Per ce
S re————— T L o -!:‘I hagn-u- S el Rl W L il ptt?.‘g'eu“---_——-_-‘ v hta-gﬂ

Male .?,aa,zaa 3p,41 17,07,330 69,59 24,53,566 100.0

TOTAL 10,25, 105 21.14 38,23,481 78.86 48,48,586 100.0
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Ljteracy-wise, the Jhodias &r€ at the top 2mong
the different tribal communities while the Rathwas,
Kotwalias, Warlis, Kolis and Naika=Naikdas nave 2

nonT literacy rate,

From the statistics given in Table -7, 1T is
aEparant that while some qroups like Jhodias,
Choudharys and Patelias have improved thsir position
in this regérd at a bitter faster rate, among other

tribes, the rate of increase Trom 1961 to 1971 Census

4=

is marginal, Among the Naika-Maikdas, the litsracy

rate has ﬂctuallyfgnna down by 1.24 percent from 1961

Table 7 SR

Literacy rate among major tribal groups (1961
and 1971 Census figures; Tribe-wise figures
for 1981 @re not available)

Er. Name of the T literacy rate
Moo otmibe LSS B0 Lo s R 186 - v
1, Bhils S 9,88 11,73
2,  Dublas . < 11,61 13,74
3, Dhodias | 23,94 31, 19
4.  DBamits 14,95 14, 86
5., Naika=Naikdas 10,79 0,55
G, Rathwas 4+81 e 500
T; Choudharys 13,43 22,04
H.‘ Konknas, Kumbis ] D 2 12,56

Q. ‘Dhankas ' | 15.83 17 .05

10, UWarlis 4, 43 5,63
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11. patelias " 12. 66 18,94
12, | LHElls 2,77 2,87
13. Kotwalias | 4,63 5,00
14,  TOTAL 11,79 14,12

—— P R N — Y S—————— A | R W i Wy ) - [T ST R T T T R T L R e e e ol e e

to 1971 Census.

According to 1981 Census, only 40,55 percent of
the total tribal population in the Gujarat State are
workers who p@rticipate in any economically productive
activity, Figures given in Table B reveals that
nearly half of the total tribal population in the
state is in the category o f non-workers. 9.69 percent
of the total tribal pnaulﬂtibn constitute of marginal
workars uhiﬁh means that though they have not done any

work over the ma@jor part of the year previous to the

1Table s '

Sex-wise pasrcentage distribution of workers,
marginal workers and non-workers ( 1981 Census)

Category _ Male Female Total
2. Mar ginal woTkers 0.88 18,53 G, 60
S Nen-uworkers | 42, 27 57 .62 45 . 85

TOTAL 100,00 ,100.00 100,00

i .5 R i P ey il & s e T Rty e o - R e i e R R e i e o e i e e R o T o e T e A SU -

census ysar, they might have done somé uwork ccca-

L

sionally, From this dsfinition, it seems probable

that tribal women worksrs and children 2ngaged in




liﬁmur work mioht have been labe2lled as marginal
WeTkers.

The low percentage of workers @mong the female
sopulation is little bit puzzling because usually all
the adult members in an Adivasi household, irrespéc-
tive of Dbeing mals o fﬁmaia, do cagntribute in the

sarning of livelihood tor the house hold, -

Lookino to the figur2s given in Table ¢, it

becomés clear tha2t for majority of the tribal people,

Table 9

Industrial ClﬂssiFicatién aof Male and Female
Tribal Workers (1981 Census)

.

S5n. CAtoapry.. - lere 1. 5 - oFemales o o kel
No. of No. Perce No. Ferce No. Parce
. h”:' r l{ : - L L - .n- n-j;--a-gne.- il — == s - ..-_.Ij.—lq t..aa@ ------------- q--.f.-r t :: L‘JE

1« Anricul- : .
ture 7, 16, 1829 51,34 1,885,981 32473 6,03, 170 45,94

2. dgricul-
tural |
1 abaur 4,551,6'95 32,60 3, 33,83{1 58,43 7,38,535 40, 10

L 21

3, Househeld
industry,
manu i ac -
turina,
pToCce S6=
ing, SsSer=
vicing &

repairs 11,227 0.81 5,055 0,88 16,282 (0.82
4, Othear
WoTk 5 2,12,755 15.25 45,442 7,96 2,58,197 13.14

. 5. TOTAL  13,94,867 100.0 5,71,318 100.0 19,66,185 100.0

L i B ro o# " - P s - e B B W g i Tyl e o e e il e

agricul ture has beepn the primary mode of Tood produc=

tion, Land is the major resource for employment and '
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agriculture is the pradominant occupation. 45,94

nercent of the total working population in tThe 5tate

are ang2g2d in agriculture, Of the remaining 54.06
nercent, agricultural laboure2rs constitute 40, 10
nercent, On Eﬂmbiﬁing both th@se cltegories we rtind
that tor a large majority of the ugfﬁﬂrs, land is the
major sourceé of Employment fror their livelihood, In
other categories, of occupation such as animal husban=
dry, ftorestry, fishery, hous2hold industries, manufac-
turing industries (other than hmuseﬁmld}, construction,
trade and commerce, transpart and cnmmunicﬁtimn, etc,

a very small number ot trib2l persons @re found to be

working,

There has been 2larming detérioration in the
number of cultiva8tors amongst the tribal working
ponulation within twe decades - 1961-1981., As shown
in Table 10, on one hand the percentdge of cultivator
fell down ftrom 59.14 (1961) percent to 48,34 percent

in 1971 a2nd rurthér to 45,94 in 1981. 0On the other

Table 10
Percentage distributions of cultivator and
Aoricul tur&l Labouring (1951, 1971 and
1981 Censuses)

L R T e e e e e i s SR ST e L R e T e T T R T B el T T R —— - F— -

Category 1961 197 1 198 1
ngriculture 2%, 14 48, 34 45,94
Agricultural labourer 31.09 42,33 40,10

L e L 3 = = —— — —
L o e o ] E T R . e L RS T Y -—.—..--.-_...._._..__,-__,___,-‘_"____'____- - = . . o £ P . o
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‘hand the percentags of agricultural laboureér went up

durina 1961-71 from 31.09 percent (1961) to 42.3
nercent in 18771 but fell ﬂmun to QU;1G percent in
1981, This has happensd ﬁuing not only to the change
in the concept of labour but also possibly due %o
ceviction of l@8nd on account of disguis2d cases of

land alienation,

The participation of the werking tribal popula-
tion in the secondary @8nd terciary sectuf has been
quite low. But in e2ach of these tuo seciors, tie
percentage pf tribal workers has increased in 1981
Cengus Trom 1971, #As the rtigures given in Table 11
indicate, while the percent2ge of workars in the
nrimary sector has tallen down inm 1281 by 5,00 percent,

there has been @ peBrceptible ris® in the secondary and

terpti@ry sector, I+ can be a8gssumed tha38t due. to the

Table 11 :

Sactoral Digtributinn of tribal workers:
1971 and 1981 Census (Figur2s given in

ne rcentages)

e e el ] — e W o L R e e e Rl e e R B B I T B e

Ye ar Primary 52 condary and
e -gapker . Jertidry sector o

127 1 91.C6 8. 14

1281 86,86 13, 14

fe—— & . - - - _ - = @ W - E - R ] [ B I L E | F O § m [ PR e ] - F I e R
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development € fforts the sconomy of the Adivasis, which

nitherto depended splely on &griculture, is gradually
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netting diversified, This is 28 welcomé trend DUT
none theless, DI'ICE“-; again at the ris!f; of being repeti-
tive, land is still the principal spurce of livelihood
bu% uitH limited scope of expansion without getting
financial sunﬁﬂft From outside agency. Due to these
reasons, the economics of the majority of the tribal
pe2ople in this State belong to what 1s known as tradi-
tiomal and backward sector, If the s2 people do have
dif riculties iﬁ maintainiqg their subsistence esconomy,
the fault probably li2s not with their oun technology
but rather with the expanding industrial civilization
that is driving them out of the environment to which
thay had adapted and sestroyinog the nétunﬂl r'a2suurcys
they had at their diﬁpusﬂl: I'he overall picture that
merges is that of @ low incom® popul@tion in which

virtually the entire population is dependent on agri-
: { ‘

cul ture and wage-=lahour,

Although' cultivable land happens to be the

chi2 i source of livelihood ftor.tribals in this State,

Q]

their land holdings are small and scatitersd, According

to Te 20 pgrcent sampls s;Jrvay of tribal househglds

condw ted during ’.1961 ceénsuUs, ma8jority of the tribal

cultivators have less thean 5 acres of cultivable land,

As shown in the Table 12, B80. 1 peércent ot the land-

holders have been holding land betwean 1 to 10 acres.

nus, on the whole the.numbﬂr of small and ma@rginal
lorge dnu

farmers have bed8n (ouwning only cne-third of the total

K
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cul tivable land in tie tribal areas, 0One can easily

imagin2 that with low ftertility of the soil, un-

impToved practices of 8griculture and dbpve &ll lack '

Table 12
Distribution of cultivators ( tribals)
according to size of land-holdings .
(1961 Census) | %
Sy 8z o Wumbet of  Percentags
No.,. . holding . . _egultivators
i Lass-than 1 acre 2,504 ° 4,3
2. 1 - 2,4 acre 12, 467 2053
3. 2.5 - 4,9 acpe 15,244 26,0
4, 5.0 - 7.4 acre 11, 376 19 . 4
5. 7.5 = 9,9 acre 5,333 | g9
6, 0, 10-12,4 E.BI‘E 4,367 ' 144
T 12,5 =14.9 Bere 1,770 3.0
B 15 -29,9 acre 4,526 Tt
8, 30.0 =-49,9 &acre ?355 V2
10; Abpve 50 acre 15§ [}
1ide LHTDlESEiFiEEi I 169 0.3
TOTAL 58, 677 100.0

( Spource - Figures based on 20 percent sample survey
in tribal areas during 1961 census, See,
Census of India, Vpl,Y, Gujarat Part V A. -
Tablas on Scheduled Castes and.Schedulsd
, Tribes,

of @ rigation facilities how can th2 subsistence
2congmy, based largely on one Crop, be abls ‘to feed

the family trom the agriculture spurce alone. Nog
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wuonder, for @ large majority of the tribal tamilies

LA}

it is @ grim strugogle to make both ends meegc,

L0

securing sufficismt livelihogd is @ const@nt problem

and @ never ending concern tor tnem,

Since sole dependency on land for livelihood
has obvicus limiﬁatiﬂns, it is necassa@ry to make
concerted efforts to increage the scope€ of non-
apgricultural sources, The level of incomé of the
Adivasis @nd conseguently their standard of living
Eﬁnnnt b; raisgd unless for more and more Adivasi
Wworkers such non=-2gricul turdl occup@tions are made
within their reach in their oun a8rea, Further,
adgnuate stringent measures must be takenm To prevent
the process of spueezing out small landholdér -
marginal tribal farmers and conuerting them into
landless agricultural labpurers, Land means more

to the tribals than a singl2 sconomic ractor,




CHAPTER ~ III :
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. SOCIO-ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF TRIBALS

1t may bz r2called from the account given in -
Chapter 1" that altogether 1240 househelds belonging
tn differant tribal communitiss have been coveéred in
thise survey to determine the magnituds of land aliena-
tian amaomng them. OFf the total tribal 1240 households,
46,53 parcent were the tribal communities of South
Jujarat (Valsad, Surat and 3haruch districts), These
communitie s werse Choudhary, Uasaﬁa dhil, Dhodia,
Wyarli, Gamit, Oubla and Konkna, K11 these communities
are the major tribal communities in South iujaéat whicn
is the larmest tribal belt in this State. From the
central tribal belt (Vadodara and Panchmahal districts),

.

fhf nercentage of triba8l groups covered in This survay

Jas 20.97 percent. The tribal groups from this

region were Najka-Naikda, Tadvi Bhil, Rathwa a@na ghil,

0f the rem@ining house holds, 24.92 parcent were the
tribal communities trom North Gujarat (Sabarkantha
and Banaskantha districts), The main tribal grougs
.Tapressnted from this reégion were Hhil Eafasiag and
Dunori Garasias, .0On’'an 2xamination of Tre figures
given in Table 13, it would be clear that nearly all
ths. major tribal communities of this State have been
?EQTEEEntEd. From the dispsrsed tribal graups :the
Knli €trib2 of Kutch has bsan covered in this suruay'

which Formed 2.%98 percent of the total houssholds,

47
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Table 13

5 L]
Community- wise houssholds

i’

-
k|
-

Sr.  Name of the tribal  Number  Percentage

S o 7 R Ao e S el R D 2 S e L
1. Choudhary 232 © 19,71
24 Bhil Garasia 229 18, 47
3. © Vasava Bhil | 146 - B PR
4, Naika | 07 7.82
5., Dhodia 96 7.74
G. P*Jun ori Garasia &0 6,45
7. Tadvi Bhil 71 5,73
g, Warli - 57 4, 60
g, Rathua | 56 4,52
10. Gamit | 49 3,95
11.  Dubla 43 3. 47
12, Bhil 36 2.90
13, Koli 37 2.98
14. Kokna . 11 0.89
TOTAL 12 40 100, 00

Of the total pmopuldtion covered in this survey
52.9% percent Bre males and 47,07 percent females,

Al though the male population is dominant one the ir

Ky

dominance is small, Lookinhg ©to ©he figureés given
in Table 14 1t would D2come ap!jElrEﬂt,\in same of the
districts such @s Kutech, Bharuch and Panchmahal the

male population was dominating over temals pppulatien




Table 14

District-wise percentage distribution
of population acecording to se8X

Br.  District Male  Feomale = Total
Mo, Lo e s
14 Baﬁéskantha. 53,07 46,93 100,00
21 Saharkantha 5%, 04 46,96 100,00

i P anchmahal 65,04 44,96 100,00
4, Vadpdara 51, 28 48,72 100,00
B4 Bharuch 57 .05 42.95 100,00
6, Surat 5 T4 48, 57 100,00
743 JVal sad By 251 47,79 100,00
S Kuteh Qls 2] 42,79 100,00
TO TAL 52,93 47,07 100,00

L L . S o e e i ]

by 14,42, 14,10 and 10,08 pesrcents respctively,

Among the tribal households of Surat anmd Valsad

districts the dirftrerznce betusen the males and

famales had beep little, But among the tribals of:

North Gujarat the difrerepce was more in comparison

ta® the tribals of Sguth Gujarat,

From the frigures given inm Table 15, i1t could

be seen that accerding te our sample survey, the

spy.ratioc comes to 889 females ner 1000 males, 0On

a closge examination of the rigures it was 2vident

soms districts like the Kuteh, 3h2ruch and

that in
Panchmahal the disparity in s2x ratioc wa8s puite

high in coemparisan to the Sugpat, Valsad and \ladogdara
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Table ﬁE

Sex-ratin among the population
of different districts

3r.  District T Total Mo, Total No. Sex ratio
S g ¢ s
No . nt Malzs o ffemalas (peri000

male s)
+-.q4-.---r---—..-||-—----—-q----l-—-l--|----lu - —— e bt e W T W - il il R | — i — P — L e L B

1e Janaskantha 406 359 884
2, Sabarkantha 1088 | G 64 885
35 Papnchmahal 426 34C 817
4. Vadpdara _ 60 3 57 3 S 50
2 Bﬁaruch 433 326' 753
6. Sur at 99 1 036 945
7. Valsad 702 725 015
B, Kuteh 115 g6 748

| TO TAL 4855 4317 gec

districts, The latter districts showed similar trend
so fapr the disp8rity in the number of p2rsons from

bath s@Xxes was conceErned,

-

In refzrring to the sexXx-struciuré ot the surve-
ved heuseholds one general reamdrk might b2 made hare,
The tribal spcieties, in general, were having a

balanced s8X ratio, in fact women outnumbcred men,

1

yted that

L

Jut the data cellected by us clearly sugge
tribal charaeteristics of demograpghic composition
was no longer valid, Although the disparity betusen
the tuweo se@x2s was not a8n alarming one, except in a

couple of districtis, the fact remained that male
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3

atio was going higher, 0One simple explanation would
he that due &0 living in clpse contact with the non-
~ibals for centuries, the tribals wsre gradually
agouirino the demegraphic features of T/® wicer
s0C1 2TtY.

Among the various ag2-Qroups DF the population
cnuerad in this sample EUL‘UEEI, tle sex ratio could
b geen in Table 16, The numoer of remales in the

lower- age group (p-6 a8nd 7-=14) was smaller wnich

Table 16

Sax rvatio in relation to vaArious dQ2-groups

5. Age-oroups  Totel = Total "Sex ratio
No. | number number (p=zr 1000

- of of males) °

R e TUU TSR S 13 - ST e females e
1 i 670 576 859
2. T~ 14 862 784 S 10
3, 15 - 25 1157 1106 0565
4 26 - 35 882 735 8332
5. -36 = 60 1075 . 9@7 800
6. Above 60 200 149 742
TO TAL 4055 | 4 317- £80

sugne sted that mertality rats among the femdles was

higher than tie males among thz children of belou

(11

14 years, In the next @ge-group i.8, 15-25 Tie

dignarity betueen the male:

(K}

and femals s was ma8rginal,
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After that,'tha number of females went.cn declining in
the remaining three age-groups,; the decline being very
stz on @meng. the old people. " This maant that mor talicTy
rate among the fémales was much higher than the males
ampno old p2ople, As the figures of the next table
showed, more than halft of the population fell betueen

15 and 60 agﬁfgrnums (68,47 percent) but the base _

5, A1 Table 17

Clagsification of nopulation according
L F 4 . i G

to different age-groups (Figures given

in percentangss)

-

Sy, Kps—groups 1otal  Total  Tpotal
e, Np.of No.of

s T e e o e o m@les o femalss
1a O =2 18 y 6, 28 13, 56
2o 7 - 14 9,40 HeDD 1795
3, 15 = 25 1246 1 12,06 24, 67
4, 2B - 35 9,62 8.01 17 .63
5., 36 ~ 60 11,72 10,55 22,27
6, Above o 2,28 T B2 3.90
TO TAL ) 5249 3 47,07 100 .00

consisting of persons below the 8ge of 15 was quite
substantial as it constituted 31.53 pBrcent-of the
tntal nopulation, In the last @ge-group 1.e. 3Jdove
60 years; the percentage of population declined

sharply to 1,82 percent which indicated, in gengsral,

that the Adivasis have lesser longilvity. Even in
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the a@ge-=qgroun of 36-60 the pesrcsntage of population was

L

comparatively nuch 1= ss. Thus, demegraphically, the
number of those persons whe could be actively uurkiné
to sarn livelihood was quite significant., Again, those
who wnuld be thrown into employment market within a

decade - i.e, persong belonoing to the 7-14 age-group

also Constituted tairly oood percentage (24.67 percent),

/
According to the figures given in Table 18, the -

. ¢
rate of literacy among the populdtion covered in the

\

-

Table 18

Rate of literacy in the surveyed districts

“H--,-"--.-—-.,‘.--H_—*r-_ e S e e il el il — il e - e W i [ — A el - o g e e S

Sr, Name of the Tptal population ~ Percentage of
Ng, = District — ocovered _ _ literates
Male Fe- Tptal Male Female Tptal
male

-
- . - P TS & e, e ™ R T s e RN 2~ ] wiw aes @ [ LS ] L

1. Banask@ntha 406 350 768 2B,32 7.24 18,43

2 sabarkantha 1089 964 2053 31.68 15.98 24,730

3.  Panchmahal 426 348 - 774 25,59 7.16 17,57
4, Vadndar a 60 3 573 1176 19,40 5,93 12,84
5. 3haruch 435 - 326 759 ‘30,48 15.95 24,24
6. Surat 991 . 936 1920 42,79 27,67 35,44
7. Valsad | 792 725 1517 rﬁﬁ.jﬁ 18.90 28,02
8., . Kutch 115 86 201 11,30 2,33  7.46

TOTAL 4855 - 4317 9172 31.78 16,01 24.36

e el P ol Pl e R W il Wy W Y —— T T W N i il il el -

*

sample survey was 24,36, W closer look to the table

revealed that highest literacy (35,44) has been
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reécorded in Surat district while the lowest (7.46) in

Kutch'district. In all the districts males have a

L4

hioher porcentage of literacy ouver females,

Regarding the 2ducational achievement of the
literB£@ parsons @mong-the population covered in the
sample SUI:UEY, majority of them i.28., 6B8.71 percent
of the total literate persons have recejived or hays

bosn receiving primary education. Asg the rigures given

in Table 19 pointed out, 21,98 percent of the literates

Table 19

Distribution of literates amgng the poou-
lation coverad in the sample survey
according to their sducation2l achisvement
(Figures given in percentage)

SrEquatienal  Wals Fewale . Total
PR o 7 o - T A ol ke L et S N RS
1. Primary level 46, 28 225 S GB. 7 1
24 Secondary level 15.706 6, 22 21.98
Fa Higher Secondary level 35 B0 1 12 4_97
4, Bradudte 2,28 0s 49 2. 77
5. . Professicnsl 0.94 0,67 1,61
TO TAL ' 69,07 + 30.93  100.00

[ e T R e e T [ PR et . S - s SUEE L LR A LR - L L] L R ) I - W+ i i — e ——

have received secondary education, 0Only 4.92 percent
have completed higher secondary education. Unto
aradu@tion level only 2,77 parcent héve raceived

e ducation while 1,61 percent have received professional

sducation such as B,ed, and P.T.C,. The percantage of
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literates among the females who h@ve received secondary
s dueation was 20,1 percent out of the tetal remals.
literates, Only 3.6 ﬁErcEﬁt out of total female
1iterates have received higher secondary sducation,
Thus, one could see with s2tisfaction that tribal

women have startad receiving secondary -8nd higher
secnondary education @l though their numbEr was guite

small at the present,

From the Tpreégeimg discussien it could be visua-
lized tha@t educational developme&nt a8mong the tribal
nopul@tion of Gujarat has gained momentum during recent
y2 ar s, The speed would turther increase after the

implementation of tribal sub-plan proara@mmes in the

gector of education during the VIIth Five Yesar Plan,

The main occupdtion of the Adivasis in all the
districts was a8griculture, Of the 1240 households
covered in this se@mple survey, 0, 156 percent have beesn
engaged in agriculture alone, Hé only @griculturist

.
households had beem s2lected rfrom tha s2lecied
villages,. such & high percentage was foun'd to D8
enpaged in agriculture as a8 main spurceé, vor liveli-
hoods As the rigures given in Table 20 indicataa
after Aagriculture the pext important ocCupation had
been Tecorded as that of s2rvice in which 6,21 percent
o f the total house holds have been Tound to be engaged
as main spurce2-of livelihood, Feor 2,74 peErcent of

the total households @gricultural labpur was the main
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‘ Table 20 -«
Distribution of surveyed housznolds
according to their main occupation
5r. District . Category of occupation (Main)
No Agri- Agri- Ser- Petty Api- Total
cule= cul- \vice Busi=- mal
ture turel ne ss nuUsD-
e s e o laboud e VR
1. Banaskantha T7 4 T - W, 82
2. Sabarkantha 212 4 11 S a 227
3, Panpchmahal 125 2 - - . 127
4, Vadpdara 124 g - - - 132
5. Bharuch 119 3 10 - - 132
b, Surat 249 10 35 1 - 20 5
7. Valsad 184 5 20 1 - 208
8. Kutch &7 - - = = -yl a7
TOTAL 1127 34 77 2 o5 - 1240
(90.89) (2.74) (6.21) (0.16) - (100.00)
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source pf livelihood. A small percemntage (0, 16 percent)
yere round to be spgaged in petty business as the main
source of. their livelihood, 9 hous2holds trrom the

Kuteh ﬂistricf alone reported to be engated im animal
hushandry @s their me&in source of liuélihmﬁd_ Tho s8

who had besn tTound to be pursuing non-—-agricultural
ocecup@tions had been a@lso doing apriculture teo but
that was not the main scurce of their livelihond. As
we wnuld se= later, agriculture had been tha secondary

nccupd@tion for those who had been sng3aged in non-




o7

angricul tural occupatinn as theivr-main spurce of live-

b

1ihnnd,

The earninaos made from the main occcupadtion was
never satisfactory and due t5 this majority of the
housshnlds had to r2sprt to take ﬁn subsidiary occcu-
sations to make both snds mest, 1t was, of course, not
nnly the head nf .households who had Tto take up 5uhsi;

diary occup8tion., Either he himself or other maembers

> hogus2 holds or many 2 times both 2ngdaged in

-

of ¢
occup@tion other than the main ome., As could be seen
rrom the figures given in Table 21, only 6,21 p2rcent
of the total households had been 8ble to maintain

their housteholds by the earnings of the main occcup2tion

Table 21

Percentage or hous2 holds in different
main occup@tionshaving subsidiary
gccupation

et " L TR SRS T T ] - T e T I T T = e e i L, T S e e e . NI JE IR I e B e T E e TS o e wR E )

5t. Main Having sub= Having no To tal
No. occupation sidiary subsididry
e s s me D.CCUD A EION | oCcUpdtion
e Agriculture 93, 11 6,83 100,00
2. Agricul ture
labour 100,00 - 00,00
3;. SEIUiDE 1[][:::[10 — 1[.-.}:::{:1[]
4 Petty business 100,00 : - 100,00
B Animal -
husbandry 100,00 - 10C,00
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Holds could be known. As the figures revealea, 4
Tahle 22 3
Distribution of surveEyed hous2holds
according to their main occupation
and principal subsidiary occup@tion
S AT T Princip il suBSIdiary Secupations . L
Mo. ncc= AMori- Agri- Api- Ser- Casu= O0th- Ski- Poat- Vs
Upad@-= cul- cul- mal vice . al er s l1led <ty subsi-
tion fture tural hus- 1ab- lab- busi- diary
lab~  bandry aur our ness ocCuU=-
g - (i T ey o el g ..._.-.-.-E-l-n.-uur.— el ey sl S S F e S s il i Al ) i il e e e i S A - —— 4 = p-a..t.i';a-n. ™
1. Agri- " ‘
cul-
ture - 816 150 43 16 21 3 | T
E ® ,I—], gri —
cul t-
ural
1labhe
4, Petty
Busi-
ne es 2 - - - - = - - -
TOTAL 115 816 150 43 16 21 3 1 77
Fercene-
rame 2,11 65,81 12.10 3,47 1.22 1.689 (0,24 .0.,08 6,21

56

in which théy had besn engaged, - The remaining 93,75
percent had to take up subsidiary occupation to

sunnlement thesir incomeé, nAs WAaS apparent from the
figures oiven in the Table 21 neirly in all the
categories of main occupations,

holds had been pursuing occupation of oné nature or

Ty

other. From the fiogures givén in Table 22, the nmaturs
o f subsidiary occcup@8tions pursued by ditferent house-

ma&jority of the house-

. e TR S R TR S

E T N B

Tota

1241

100.
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%

L

large numizr of the households having &griculturs as

e

the main occupadtiom had beem a@lso engadged in the
'mccUpﬂtiuH of agricultural labour, 2nim2l husbandry,
service, casual labour, skilled labgur, etc. This
clearly indicated that for thesﬂlagriculturiats, the
produce which they got by dwing cul tivation was not
‘enough to pull them through the entire ysar, Thay

had no onther @lternative other G€o  supplement their
income trom other sopurces too, OFf thos® whosz main
occupdation was other than agriculture, a8ll1 had 2gri-
cultural fields too, i.28, they were not entirely
landless., But the income gainzd from doing cultivation
wds auite msagre and hence ‘E‘,hr'_-":y had to taks up the work
‘of non-2gricul tural pccocup@tions. Sevaral tamily
m?mB:rE DF-SUCh familiss also took up casual labour
work such as in construction, road building, Torsst

—

operations, €tc,, pArticularly during the non-2gricul-

=
-

tural s2ason whan theér2 was no employment in €

oy,

ibal area

4
&

agricul turadl oporations. In most of the =
where only kharif crops were raised by majority of the
cultivBtors, the agricultural labpurerts must De héving
hérd time during the Rabi season 8nd the summer season.
Na Wwondsr g tiing zngaie-d in ca&sual labour rémainzd
only altern@tive for them to case gut the BE;CEEiuUS

2 conomic éxiﬁtence. Recently diz ko implemeéntation of

the milk co-operative scheme in tribal areas, many af

“hem have taken up dairy asg a main EUbEidiarV GECUEatiDﬂ




60

Amonn ths subsidiary occupatioris, dadry occupied second

position (12,10 Percant) after agricultural labour

(65.81 percent).,

L3

The hou%eheld!s income has been calculated oy
ardding together the chnmé of the main earner aéd of
the sarning dependents., 3inceé & substantidl part af
the household!s incom2 was im kind, gained rrom the
farm nroduction, the expenditure incurred Dy 2 ac i

d

(]

duc <

7]

houee hnld on @gricultural operation has beaan d

to ogt an idea of the net income garned. It would D86

ot

nagessary to say a word here about,the r®liabilivy aof
the ‘income data as well as abeut the impessibllity of
making a8n Adccurate assessment of the contribution of
the earning deEHdahts who had been found To Dbe

angaged in @griculturs, It was guite clear by nou that
an auverange hous2hold in the tribal areas pf this State
did net earn income in cash, 2s the main coccup@tion

for ma8jority of the house holds had been agriculture
which, by and large, was of subsistence na3ture, The
apriculture produce uas mainly-us2d tor household

consWiption, not tor sale in the markst to esarn cash,
Tn measure income in cash of such house holds callsd

for some critical scrutiny, .1” the case of income of
daily labourers and sal@ried persons, there had been
less difficulty in ascertaining the incom2. Notui th-
standing these limitatians, ﬁn attempt has been r”:-],.j-,':_:
to esgtim@te as near an dccurdte picture regarding the

income of the surveyed households as had been possible

under the circumstances,




I+ has already been discusted &hdt for 2 1large
majority of the surveye d house holds agriculture wads
the main source of income, According to the figures
giuen'in Table 27 it was svident that %his abszrvation

uas very much in tun=z with the percentage of inGome

d=rived from @griculture out ot the total income

Table 23

Annual income of the surveyed houg2holds
in the dirferent main occupd@tional groups

L]

W il --ﬁ--ﬂ-l'i-l--—lr--l—---.-.----l-n-

Se.  |ain occupation and  Total inceomeé P n'vc|=_¥a*g"é"
Ng. principal subsidiary (bnth main &
pccun&tion rubSLdlﬂryJ
s \aricul ture 3661520 51972
2 Se rvice 142 5600 20,19
f Agricul tural labour 1267570 17.98
4, Animal husbandry 506500 7. 18
<1 Non-agricul tural | '
1ahour _ 91300 1. 29
6. Others | 10 18 20 1.44
TO TAL 7052310 100, 00
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derived rrom various other spurces, both as main as
well as subsidiary ones. 0Of the total income earned
by surveyaed house holds 51,922 percent was derived Trom
agriculture itself, pursuing this as eiti@r main or
subgidi@ry ogccupdticn. NexXt i1n importance was the

incom@ ftrom §aléried jobs, which dcenunted tor 20, 19

J

nercent of The total incCeme esarned by & surveyed

—

nouseholds, 17.28 percent af the total income was
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obtained from agricultural labpur, IFf we combine the
income derived frdm agriculture and agricul tural
labour, it u&id ét once he clear that about Eup—
third of the total income wasg gdined rrom Lhe sOUTCE
af agriculture, Oesides these, animal husbandry uagl
al so @ nﬂtﬂﬁnrﬁﬁy source of earning income (7,18 per-

cent or the tot2l inceme) among the surveyed house-

h[:ld-.

Unon calculation-of the annual incomé por nNousé-
hald and the per: capita per month income as given in

Table 24, it was Tound. that an average household

Table 24

District-wise Apnual Income per hou sehold
and per capita monthly incaome

P . . T T I R e I | - - PR I T R T L P ] A Sl i M . el T W R Ry g e e e i e T B e e e S T R

5r, Oistrict “Total  Jotal Annu<l Averase Par For
Noo. Nog,.of income Income 8128 capitd cadpi tc
house- from pE YT of annu= par
holds all house= hpuse- al mon th
source hold hold inoome income

N a0 D Sl P 6 L 0 SR & 8, - e 2.1

1., Bgnaskantha 82 566800 69 12 0,3 743 62
2. Sabarkanctha 227 12998 420 5724 C 636 53
3., Panchmahal 127 496450 3909 6 651 5S4
4, \adodara 132 426300 32289 B,C 363 30
5, Jharuch 132 640090 4649 Do ( 850 71
6. Surat 205 227 3150 7706 6.5 11806 0g
7. VYal sad 208 1179100 5660 Pre2 787 66
B, Kutech 37 17 1000 4622 5, 4 856 7 1

TO TAL 1240 7062310 8687 . 7.3 - 779 55
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amona the surveyed household had net been able Lo

cross ovar even the pguerty linE. Looking toc ©he
fioures closely it was revealed that except am
aysrage house hold in the aharulch;_ Sur at ar:*:i'i'i.ui:ch
districts, the per cépita per month income of 2an
ayerage houstheld in all the other districts uwas
Helow the poverty line. The tribals of VUadodara
district appearad to be noore@st in comp@rison to the
tpibals of othor districts, \5 was sviden t, am
ayepage household of Surat district was in far better

e conomiec situation in comparison to his counterpart

of other districts,

Thus, inspite of the fact that severdal memoers
of thess houssholds were actively @ngaged in @€rning
livelihpnd, their 2arnings were so low ThatT They had
net Deen Eb‘.r]_fi-f- to cross over =vBn the poverty line,

-

The 2aconcmic situdtion of the tribsls of A &

i
5

[]
| = -
va=1ela

r

saparkantha and Panchmahal app2ared to be quite orin.

A1

For the Adivasis of 8l1l the districts, expemn=-
%
disure on food accounted for the major shi3re of the

total annual expenditure incurred by the surveyed

(D

house holds, Rceording to the figures given in th
Table 25, 48,79 pércent @f th@ Total exvundi£ure Wasg
Eﬂdu on food items 2lone. MNextrto Tood, clothes
accounted for the second important item of expenditure,

ore than .13 percent aof the total annual expenditure




was spent on clothes by the surveysd house holds,

sqcial ceremonies such as marriage, birth, dsath,

al sp accounted for & substantial share of the

total sxnenditure, More than 10 psreent of whe

xnendi ture was made on gocial ceremonies, [M@inte-
nance of the house-or rep2ir of tha house also
accounted for @ good share from the total exceandli-
spEnt on this item. cducatiaon

T e

0,54 percent wasg

Tabla 25

Principnal annual living a8xpenditure
per household

Sre 'P'r'i'n'c'i'p_éﬁl' Ttem  Total | Av ':—?'rla-g""a” T Percen-
Nog., EXF’!E‘ndiT EXpendi- tE’IZ]E
ture per CUTE per
ann um hou sehold
5 el g e s SR RElee MRS Prg )l oelED
Ta Food ZE865150 3197 48.7%
24 Clothes 1087475 B77 15l e
e On m2int8nance
of house 756050 610 0,54
4 o Medical expenses 257200 207 325
Ba Education 290 260 234 3, 66
0, Religinus
ceremonies 204705 238 3,72
Ty Spcial cersmonies B37900 a7 6 10.58
8., Oh litigation 2600 ? 0,03
9, Other household. .
axnenditupe 281650 227 3485
13-4 Dthars 249400 201 3. 15
TO TAL 7822590 6389 100,00

=t e - o W v -

= = e il - - - - e g
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and medical trezatment, were two items on which the

house holds had not to spend much, The Tr338sons Were

mﬁuinu;.fmr this, Expenditure on Edqcatimn was lou
hecause Adivasi children almost got rrée sducation,
including boarding and lodging wherever 1T was 304

“yen dresses i.2. school uniforms were also EUQpliéd.
in maost cases, An annual stipend was al so olven ©o
~ach child to meet other sxpenses such as on notebooks,
slates, pencils, =tc, Similarly, throuogh primary

health centres and government dispensariss Adivasis

"

were supplizsd medicinegs TTEe. ' |

'y

On litip2tion the surveyed households h2d not
to spend much, In most of the cases, Adivasis s2ldom
went to court for redress of grievance s, Their ouwn

h L
rpaditional panch settled most of the issues. It

also reflected that among the surveyed hous2holds
sxranditure on fighting cases for land &lienation
wag also @almost nil. In fact seldom an Adivasi

would go to court faor getting restoration of his

alisnated land,

A1thouoh majority of the surveyed houssholds
were having low inﬂnmi, not many of them were found
ta be indebted, As the figures given in Table 26
jindicated, only 18,80 percent of the total surveyed
hoGeBhulds were faund tg be indebted. 1t was possible
that the Adivasis now-a-days faced gitficulties in

prnﬂﬂﬁ,ﬁng loagn easily and alsp awareness had dawyned

upon them reoarding tiMeir expleitation at the hands
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Table 26

Number of Indebted housaholds ,

Sp.  District . Np. of Percentag Total
Na, hou g8 - out of No.of
holds to tal Now s2 -
e wdeDd households holds
14 Banaskantha 39 47 . 56 g2
> sabarkantha 59 75,99 227
%7,  Panchmahal 200wl 15,78 127
4, \adodara , 13 9,85 132
5,  Aharuch 24 16, 18 132
6,  Surat 33 11, 19 295
7. Valsad | 14 6,73 208
e, Kutch. | 34 83,76 %7
TOTAL o33 8,79 1240

of moneylenders and EthkEEpEI‘k The latter also do

not find now the business of giving loan tTo Adivasis

a lucratctive ane,

Looking to the figures closely, 1T was reveadled
that the highest incidence of indebtedne ss was among
the survevyed housEholds of Kutch district., Amang
the surveyed hous2holds of Banaskantha district too,

suite a large number of tiem, forming 47,56 of the

&5

total hous=holds in thes district, were under debt,

The total amount of debt ror 211 tese house-
hol dsamara %R was Rs, 124200, The fioures given in

-
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Tahle 27 indicated that the problem of indsbtsdness

among the Adivagis was an dcute ongz as the a@mount of

.
them was guite substantial.

dabt per househola among

Amount af debt p=r hous2hold amd per

canlta
To.of  Totel ~ Fer copita Amount of  Amount of
surveyed . 2mount amount of debt per debt per
Rou s = of debzt ; household house hol d
hold debt g among
(in fs. ) inds
Nou s rTw1'L§

I-I—.—"."’I . Pl e e e W . B el -
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1240 12 4200 21 197 B33
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The problem becomes more complex a8s the indebted

bted perpetually and sinceé tThe

(b

Adivasis rémain inc

repaying c8pacity was woefully poor, many &8 timé
they would have to mortgage part of their cul

land for sEcuring. loén,

Most of tie indebted households.ameng tThe
Adivasis wgre ayare pf tha i1ills of borrowings and

abogut the censiguences of pNEtting @Conomically

ruinzd, ,But they became compslled toc borrow inm a

el

situdtion of real emergency,

WJhen aske d 2@bout the rate of interest on which

they were aiven loan, only 2 .few of them could nmive

nToper inform8tion. " But a large majority of then

were not aware of the rate of interest wnich was

being chdrged from them. Those uwho gd@ve response
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(pnly’ 22 cut of the 23% indebted house nolds) men-
tion=zd tha@t they obtained loan at 10 to 15 pereent

rate of interest,

There were saveral sources from which loans

i

Jore oBtained. Figures r=garding the sources froem

which the indebted households secured loan have baen

nresented in Table 28, 0On an examination of thes

figures it was rsvealad that the most imporiant

Table 248

spurce of “taking loan

T iy K e T TS ST

D g e e ———————————————. o e i e el e i b e
e Ts Cooperative Spciesties 7.6 32,62
2, Bank | 62 26,61
3 Shopkeeper 59 284 32
4, . Friends & relatives 27 | 11. 59
S Dthers : | g 3. 86
TOTAL . 233 . . 100.00

spuUrcg2 was the co-operative spcietfy, Tollowed by
3ank, Nsxt to the Bank was the moneylender ( shop-

keeper)which was in tups with tha traditional

nattern tound in th2 indebtadness gf the tribals

in rural &areas, Relatives and rriends had alsc
nlayed 8n imporc@nt role in advancing leans to the

indebted househglds, 0Obtaining leans rtrom




coop2rative societies and Banks was cer tainly a big
channe in the pattsrn of indebtedness among the

tribals,

On beinn asked 2bout the identity ot ThE
source of obtaining leoan in tarms of whether that
was a8n Adivasi person or a nun-ﬁdiua;i or was that
an aniﬂial agency, majority of them replisd that
the yhad obtained loan trom of ficial agepcies such

as Cooperatives amnd Banks. Figures givan in Table

29 nearly 60 pesrcent of th2 indebted persocns secured

Ly

|
lpan trrom of ficial agencies, 0O0f thz rsmaining,

25,32 percent got loan trom’ non-a8divasis ( shopkeéepars)

b .,..J

i

and 11.59 percent trom Adivasis { friends & relatives

Cf the 233 indebted households 10 reported that

thay had paiﬂ hack part of the total arr:.:s_ur_;t of E.'lE_b'L

oy

Tabls 29

Identity of the persons from whom lcéan
was obtained, |

Sr. Identity No.of Percantage
No indebted

- ol e W - [ . T

1. Adivasis 27 _ 11 28
2 Non-Adivasis 59 25, 32
53 0fficial agencies 138 50,23
4, Others (not stated) 9 3. 86
T0 TAL 2373 100,00

S e TN Sl S LWl BT s T U el e
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Altoaether B, 41920 bad been paid back oy these 10
hruseholds which mzant that 21.53 percent of the

tntal debt had been repaid,

According fo *the figures oiven in Table 30, 8

large number of the indebted howszholds tock loan

frp @gricul ture nurpmses and tor buving cattle,

-

Table 70

Purnnse of taking leoan

- " - .-...--.-..-.--.-.‘-.-——-lu.-- e il il ool il . . i e e T ]

E;;'uuﬁuréhsﬁpﬁ | Number of Fe rcentage
Nogo o b o b s hedweanodds o SO o =
14 For @qgricul ture 36 15, 45
2.4 For well & sleEctric
motor 40 17 . 17
36 For buying cattle 62 26,61
4. For household
cansump tion 37 15. BB
5 For construction :
of houss 14 6,01
6. ®Fpor sopcial cergmonies 44 1€, B8
TOTAL _ 233 100.00

juite @ good ‘number of them, forming 18.88 percent
took lo@n for pertforming social CEBrémonies such as
marridge and cdeath, 15,88 psrcent of the indebted
household had to tall into debt tar mesting expen-
se s towards family's consumption. A small number,
14 housenolds, securéd loan ror %the purpose of

house construc tion,




CHAPTER - IV
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TENT OF LAND ALIENATION
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:
The tribal people in Gujhfﬂf look upon land
under purmEnEhtmcultiUAtimn not only as the main
qamprca of livelihood but as the mogst Ualu:abl:
asset 3s well, It is guite natural for. these pEoplé
to attach much importance to land bescause of the
anra¥ian structurs m% teir economic life, Land
being the prinpcipal source of livelihood, the size
of land holding detarmines to ceptain extent, the
spcial status of @ tribal ramily. There is not much
difference in weéalth and landounersnip by Adivasi
households, Thare is no bié land holders in the
g2 n gt m% '1Dndlmrd§' of the plains and th2re are
no tenant farmers, There is very little of land in
the tribal tract being cultivated on tenancy basis,
Occasionally some selderly pﬂfsﬂns or denendent
nersoens who cannot till all their land will rent out
SOMme _.rut:tf'l:iuﬂ of The land to atheérs on crop-share
ba gl s, dut on ‘a8l1 such gecasions the land is ' rentad
out to 3 mémber of his or her linmaga_ The non-
Adivasi rarmers hav2 stopped the practice of renting

nut part gf their land te ten8nts on share cropping

pasl s,

As has been discussed earlier, agriculturs is

m

the mainstay of the Adivasis, the psopls @8re & genuine

peasantry and are aarth bound in the strict sense of

7
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L2 rm, 'This_ia nar ticula&rly true in case of Eha
mdiuasis among whom the influence of agricul ture

is rEFlectEdlin syery aspect of their culture, In
recent timE% the majer hurdle to development of
tribal agriculture 1s thé nroblem of 1land 2lienation.

1~ this survey an attempt has been mads to assess

= axtsnt of alienation of tribal land.

" Aeccording to the fiourss given in Table 31,

an average househeld @monp the surveyed houseiholds

r

noase ssed 5,20 acrés af land, mast of which were

o~

¢ the total land amounting

s

unirrigated dFy land,
to 6423,07 acre posse@ssad by 1240 households, only
16. 13 porecentc of the total (1D36.13 acre) was

irrigataed land. 80,32 percent of the land was of
unirrigated types OFf the F?maiﬁing, 3,26 pnercent
ot ths tetal land was around tie house, while 0,29

!

(18.08 acre) was either wastz land or under rruit

{1

orchard, It was clear thet highest amount of land

4.

was possessed by the hous2holds of Kutch district
while thz lowest amount or land posse2ssed by an

ayerage hous2hold was among the surveyed houssholds

of Valsad district, Though an.average houszhold in
Owmed

KRutch districtjmore land, the very n@turs of land
(desart type) was such that not much yisld could
b2 pbtainsd whil2 the land of both Suyrat and Yajsa
WeTS ‘comparacively much fertile, Further, in ths

Surat district 2 high2r amount of land was under
-

i riQ8tion,
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Tahle 31
| Possession of land amonon sur veyecd
hous2holds
Sr. BIetrict . Tyoe and total pount of Land (in Sores) . .
N Unirri- ItrTi- Kit- Othars Tgtal Land
nate d gate d chen D0 SSE -
Qar - . ssBd Dby
den * an
dvygerdage
house-
- L - Wl P i e e T - - o R — -j-l-!::d-lhdaiu
2, Saharkentha 1000.02 E2. 19 4, 35 - 1087 . 16 4, E
i« Panchmahal 560, 10  30.00 2402 - 08 Ze 12 4,7
&, Vadodara 652, 37 = 20,01 - 672, 38 B 1
5. Bharuch B96,.11 21,00 7.0 - 024,21 7.0
b, Surat 631,05 819,00 1. 30 - 1461 .3 SINK
7. \Ualsad 700,05 43,34 T3 .23 0,02 B17.24 3.9
8., Kuteh 365,08 - 46,00 11.00 424,0¢ 13,5
TO THL 2158 .,08 1036,13 209,271 18,08 04235.07 5 2
On being asked whether they have %o mor tga@ge or
sell any amount of land to non—-tribals pr have +trans—
ferred 8ny amount of land o non=tribals, 231 respaon-
demts gave the answer in affirmative, This m2ant
that 18.03 percent of the total surveyed household
had lost some land, #s the figures given in Table
32 indicatsd, the higne st number (32,58 p=ercent of
cntal surveyed housahsold in the Vadodar a district) of
tribals lost their land in the Vadadara district,
Neaxt in eorder was Valsad district, rrom uhsre 28,85
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narcent of the total surveyed hous2hold reported To.

have lost their 'land, Amgng ths households of

Banaskantha district too as much 2s 24,39 percent

Tahle 32

Response r2gardl ng cransfer or mor tgage
or s€lling of la@nd to nan-=-tribals
L (Figures given in percsntags)

ij

— g B = T T e A *iﬂ‘*q—-ﬂﬂ‘hﬂﬁﬂi‘-q‘—"!"--‘"l'--"-'- iiiiiiiiiiii

had lost their land,

maha]l districts

. of households who lost their land weras 20,45,

and 16.22 percent respectively,

In the

of the totadl surveyed housgholds in these
had to part away some land to non-%tribals, -
3haruch, Surat @nd Kutch digtricts, the p

- = 1
Lr L

?.1;;._ Ui strict Mayve mor tagedegr Tr nsferr 2d
N o, or _8pld land to non-tribals?
T e e N Teis SN Tgte ]
1. Banaskantha 24, 39 75.61 100,00
2. 3abarkantha |, 4,85 G5,.15 10000
B Panchmahal 8. 67 i (O T 100,00
4, Vadpdara 2.58 67,42 100, 00
5, Bharuch 20, 45 79,55 100.00
6, Surat 17.97 82,03 100 . 00
"7. \Valsad 28,85 T 115 - 100,00
2, Kutch 16,22 83,78 100,00
TO TAL 18,63 B1, 37 100.00

Sabarkantha and Panch-
4;55 énd B.,07 percent respectively
districts
I the

icage

174 87

since how leng Chey have lost their land? To
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this ouestion th=s respondénts menticned the period
varying from one y2ar to mor® than 15 years, As
shown in the Table 33, 27.21 percent of those uwho

had lost their land lost it since one to Ffive yeadrs,

Table 33
Period since the land had baen
lost
e ——bn i S S S i e S e e - mmd A —— e i e el
OF District S T e e B e n o N
Na, Since Since Since since  Iptal
one to siX elaven more
five tn ten to t han
years years fift- 10
- E2nN y._ dl S
e Ry Ay B W .- oo ek 3 et 5 o SN _
1 3anaskantha 4 g g 3 20
2 gabarkantha 2 3 2 4 11
e Panchmahal 5 < R 1 2 11
4, \Vadodara 12 7.5 14 10 473
B; Bhazuch 7 12 3 5 27
6., Sur at 18 14 8 16 53
e Val sad 1€ 12 O 20 80
8, Kutch - 1 3 /. 6
TO TAL 64 60 45 62 231

27,71 25,97 19.48 26.84 100.00

iiiiiiiiiiiii L1 Fr el e il el il ol owln om el T TP —— R T A T i - il - T - e

25,97 lost it since siX to ten ysars while 19, 48 1lost
it since eleven to firtsen years, Lastly 26,84 per-
cent lost it since more than sixteen year s, Thus,
more  than 45 percent of them had lost their 1and

sincg more thanm ten yazars,
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How much 1and they have lost? When snguired
abput this, these respondents mentionsd thac not
vory bhig plets of land had héen lo st. Aes the figures
niven in the Table 34 indicated, Aaltogetner 693, 4
apres of land had been lost by them, DOistrict-uwise

figures hayve been given in this table, Ip Kutch

Table 34
57, District . Amount of land  Land lost by
No - lost (in acre) an average
ol TS Bl xS T A I e DO SENGT S
i Il Banaskantha 54,29 E.f acres
2 Sabarkantha 29,12 A 2,6 L
%, -Panchmahal 34, 16 | 3,10 M
g Vadodara 11214 2.6 1
e ih@ruch 82,07 3,06 ©
6,  Surat | 140, 00 2 64 W
% Va] sad 11535 | 2.0 i
8.  Kutch 124,11 20,6
T0 TAL | 693, 4 . 3,0 agres

district gizeable land had been lost” by an &verage
household out of. those whe had lest thsir land, In
nearly all the districts®an ayerags hou 5= ho1d lost
land ranging from 2,00 tﬂ 3, 10 - acres, Wgs most of
the land held by frihals Wwas unirrigated tyﬁé, thé

land lost by them mostly beslonged to this- cateoory
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M’;ﬁ.ffﬁar the enforcement of ‘ths amended Sombay Land
Ravenue LCedes, 1879-3Et in 1980-¢im which 73RR has bean
inserted, the S5tate Government has issusd exscutive
instructions to enforce the Bxistiné provisicns and
to restore land to original tribal holdsrs, SiX
£Eﬂm5 haaded by Deputy Collectors and Mamlatdars have
be en cuﬁstituted to detect cases of such alienation
from villane to village and te take necessary actions.
For rééturatinh of land to the t€ribals by collecting
cvideng®, . These teams alsoc ass8ss the dim@nsicns of
the problem of land alienation and_alsm reé storation,
These teams alsp indicate tribal holdings by csome
distinquished marks put &gainst the village land
records a8t @ppropridte places, Till now 7168206 cases
of land alienation ha8s been settled by thess team.

The statement given in n2xXt page would give clesar

indication regarding this.\yﬁ

But in most of the reported cases it was found

by us that these reported cases of land alienation
were® not @ctually case pof land aliepation of tribal
+*

-i"-'.‘

land by non-tribals but were cases of land disputes*
amgng the family members, .Dnly in ene case in
Sabarkantha district was found that a ﬁmn-tribal

peE rson has made attampts to alienate the land of a

tribal but on detectien the land was restored ta the

conterned tribal family,

dut in Ambaji area of Banaskantha district,

several casts of 8liepdtion of land of tribals by
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non;tribals_uas found putT, SEuerﬁi-plnts of tribal
land, big as well as émall ones, have been grabbed
aﬁay by nan-tribals. In 2 couple gf cases, even
tHe payment was not made to tie ouners of land, The
dmal had éean e ttled for %.ZD,DDD-and after making
an initial payment of fs. 1,500 only not @ single
naisa wyas paid te the tribal fellow whe had been
ouning thﬂ'land. On this plet of land, a housing
society was floated under the auspices of which
several houses ha@ve Daen cpnstructed. The per-son
who had grabbed the land from the tribal was 2 gtate
qovernmeént employee working in Phé revenus depart-
~ment, 3ut he too Enid the lancg to some ;thzr narty
after making @ huge profit on it and this other

p8rty has floated the housing society.

ﬂpnthﬂx plot of land was grabbed away by an
industrialist running @ mérble factory, in the same
nlot of land., 'He obtained permission for executing
the sale deed of the caoncerned plet of land fraom the

highest authority in the state government.

Both these cases of land a8liendtiaon were being

inve stigated by the Mamlatdar of the Danta taluka but

there appeared to be little hope of restoring the

land to the tribal fellow who had cuned tha 1land,

In another case 1t was reported by the Deputy

Collector (LND-8) that alienated plot of land had
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bheen rﬂs&nred to the tribal fellow but when ue made
the on-the-spot inﬁeatigatian it was found that the

tribal fEllﬂu'uéE not even aware of this and he had

not been given tha‘pusﬁessinn of land,

-

I+ was learnt that due to acute pressure of
land in tha'uicinity of Ambaji (due to rapio growth
o f Ambaji tqmnship) many non-tribals afa uaing fraudul-—
ent means to grﬁb'thﬂ land of the trib?ls as nearly
all tﬁ; land around &mbaji are ouned by tribals,. ds
such there appears to be an urgent need to keep
strict uigilance_nuer the activities of the non-

tribaléidasignﬂﬁ to grab off the land of CThe tribal s,

——— e —— ey e B i e T ————

. R N S e
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To ﬁ;quastipn whether the informants knew about
the lag;i provision th at land-balnnging to a Scheduled
Tribefannot be transferred in the nmame of 2 non-tribal
almost 87% of our infurman@; saldthat they kmew about
provisions, the ramaining 13 percent some=how did not
know about tﬁis.Uary interestingly every inFmrmamtf in
_ Bk I
Suratﬁ Saroda thalL_but one in Kutch had this informa=
tion. The number.of inFDrmantE whno had not Lthis
infnrmatimn'uas quite large in .Banaskantha, Sabarkantha
& Valsad, About nﬁansixth of “the informant sfin
Panchmahals had said no to our quef}ﬁ They shm; that
the legal progisinns abaut Yand slienation has been
very well within the knduledge of the tribal 1land
holders,., Some work will have toc be dﬂne_in Sabarkantha,

Janaskantna, Panchmahal & Yalsad, to inform the tribal

peasants about these provisions.

Table 35 gives detail districtuise information
about the informants' knowlasdge ©or aotherwise of these

provisiaons.

We wanted to knuu.whether the tribsals who had
lost their land to non-=tribals did make any attempt

for regaining this land specially 0y contacting

Government officers or some other lacal le aders,  Qut

of the total number of 1240 informants only 25 said

that they h = mads some attempt in this direction,
%

81
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* Table 35

Jhether the informants knesw about thes legal

- prevision that land belonging to 2 Schedulsd
Tribe canpot be btransferred in thd name of -
non=tribals |

ol ———-— i — E Ty -——!—“-—Hm - r—— —
!

5r,\ District | Total Yes No
ND . S e T F o oy et e, SR SR, - L
il Ganaskantha B2 59 23
2 Sabarkantha 2205 - 171 56
Je Panchmahals 127 t 104 %
4 Vadodar a 132 132 ~
5. aharuch'1 132 124 B
6. Ssurat o PRE - Légs | -
71 Valsad 208 | 1556 53
8. Kuteh ‘ 37 36 1
TOTAL 1240 1076 164
Percent age 1003 B6.77% 13;23;

-

- il il i - - .
e i —— e — e ol — P —— _— L

Even this contact was not with any offici al 5F the
Revanue or other departments of the Bovernmant . Thay
contacted only the village Patel or somg other local

le ader,

)

This ashows thak auenthnygh as we discussed earlier
the tribals knew about the legal inalisnability of their
la”dj they did not know whon tﬁ contact for enforcing
this provision in their favour. Together with the
‘puulicity af this pfnuisimn the necessity to infarm the

people concerned sbout the cont act offlicers for

regressal avan &P?QMF ;
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Table 36 gives the zbove information =according to

districts in whieh the study was made.

Table 35

Cont act of Government Officers and other
le aders for getting land back

5r., District To- Yes No  Se- Gar- Lea- Pa- (Ot- No
No . tal 1f nan- der tel her re-

ch ~ply

(1) (2) (3) (4) (583 (6) (7) (&) (9) (10) (11)
1. Banaskantha B2 4 78 5 - - - - 3
2. Sabarkantha 22je gt 227 - - - = - =
3. Panchmaial 127 - 127 - - - - - -
4, \adodara 152 6 126 - - 2 2 2 -
5. Bharueh 1392 - 132 — - - - = =
&. Sursat 295 = 295 ~ - - = -~ -
7. Valsad 208 16 193 = =l =G 3 1 5
B. Kuteh 37 - b - - - - - -
TOTAL 1240 25 1218 4 - 7 3 3 9

Percen t age 100

T —

-

It was necessary to know whether the tribals who
had thus lost their lands had gone to a court of 1law
For the aliensted land returm to them. The Table 37
gives a painful picture sbout this. As many as 1219 of
1240 informants had not sought the help of the court
For getting their land back. This shows that either
they did not know the whole procedure for taking their
land back or sven if thay knew about it thay had no

convenience or courage teo do so.
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Table 37

Wwhether the tribals had gone to a court of
law for the alienated land return to them

Sr., District =~ . ... . ' _ TJotal Yes . No.

NO s I
1+ Banaskanth a B2 4 78
2 Sabarkantha 227 - 227
s P anchmah al 127 - 127
4 , \ adod ar a 132 @ 126
5 3haruch 132 - 132
6. Sur at 295 1 294
Tora V als ad | 208 10 198
8. Kutch 37 ~ 37
TOT AL 1240 27 1219

1t is also very necessary to know that after
getting alienated land back, whether the nen-tribals
had maintained relation with the informants as it W as
before., Becszsuse there is a lot of possibility of

Gﬂmﬁ%ﬂj*‘ in this type of situation. Ths Table 38

gives details about above mentioned matter.

The table shows that out of total 1240 informants,
1023 had not replised and 182 informants said only 'yes!
but they had not mentioned about their relations with
non-tribals after getting land back either it is good

ar Dad,
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Table 38

Rel ation with non-tribals after getting
alienated land back

Sr. District Tot al Yes No NG

NO . L reply
e Banaskantha 82 - 8 74
24 Sabarkantha 227 ~ - 227
3. P anchmah al 127 - - 127
4, V adodar a 132 - 1 13 1
B Bh aruch 132 - - 132
6. Surat 295 - = 295
i \/ alsad 208 182 26 ~
e . Kuteh 37 - - a

TOTAL 1240 182 35

| T . I e ——

Keeping in view the objectives of the study we
have prepared family scheduled in d@hich we asked a
question about the economic conditicon of informants
before their land alienated by whieh we can judge
some economical factors those are directly or indirectly
imposed the tribals to make their land alienated.
Details about economic condition of tribals

in
befere their land alienated are giuen/Table 39,
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Table 39

Uhat was the sconomic conditiocn of
tribals before their land alienated

5T District Total Good Med- = Bad  No

veo. _ __  ium  rTeply
T Janaskantha B2 4 2 - 76
Zs Sabarkantha 227 -~ = — 297
3. P anchmahal 127 - - - 127
4. J adod ar a 132 4 1 1 126
Bie Bharuch 1572 - - - 13 2
6. Surat 295 - - _ 205
T s /alsad 208 1 1 12 194
B . Kuteh 37 - - - 3%
TOTAL 1240 9 4 13 1214

As could be seen from the figures given in the

. . dod. - F
shove table, majority of the informants wess—dsnied-be

giuéi;gply. Qut of total 1240 informants only 26

informants had replied. 9 informants s3id that their

economic conditicn was oood while 4 informants said

that econcmlic conditlon was medium and 13 informants Jﬂ;&
WL

Haar economic condition fewsd bad before their 1 and W

alisnated.

A& far as tribals are concernad most of them
are ystting their livelihood from agricul ture either
in the form of agriculture labour or as a2 farmer. In

this study we asked the informants about their esconaomic
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condition zfter getting land back with 2 view to knouw
IS i | L

thatLdue tnigﬁt and Dack waetwer their economic

cendlition s Improved or not, 2 Table 40 gives

diestrictwise details zbout the economic condition

of informants after getting 1amnd back,

Tabls 40

What was the economic condition of tribals
after repossession of the 1and

Sr. District  Total Good WMed-  Bad  No
Ne . ium - reply
s Hanaskantha 82 - i 1 B0
2 e Sabarkantha 227 - - = 297
3 P anchmahals 127 e = _ 127
4 V adod ar a 13 2 2 2 - 128
5 Bh acuch 132 - - - “13:2
Bis Surat 295 - - - 285
7 o V2l sad 208 - - 3 205
E. Kuteh 37 - - - 37
TOTAL 1240 Vi 3 . 1231

Looking te the figures given in the above table
closely, it was rsvesled that the out of total 1240
informants, 1231 informants had not repliad,sﬁne

Gimwmgin— U112 2 informants indicatéil\’that their econo-
has become
mic cﬂnditimn‘?E goody 3 said medium znd 4 infermants
Hyci- evtu
csaid lﬁ/af‘tar getting alienated land back 'fhfbg, €en g U

o Gwhinea d 45 b ba &
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Nowadays psople are measuring all thinmgs in
money. Human became more sconemical rather than
past. So in the process of gettinmng back alienated
1 and whether tribals had expended money or not that
we had askad to our inFnrmanta:}istrictuisa details
regarding thisL?luen in Table 41.

Table 41

Jhat is the expenditure incurred for re-
possession of the land

Sr. District TJTotal Yes  No No 0 to 501- 1001- 1501- Above

AN . .. ______reply 500 1000 1500 2000 2001
1. Banaskantha 82 3 30 49 - - = 1 2
2. Sabarkantha 227 - 227 - - - - = =
3. Panchmahal 127 - - 127 - - - = W
4 . VVadodzara 132 3 129 - = = = - 3
5, Bharuch 132 - - 132 - - - - =
6. Surat 295 1 294 - - - ~ 1 -
7. Valsad 206 7 201 - 2z - —~ 1 4
B. Kuteh 57 1 36 - - - - - 1

T —— - ——— e T —

TOTAL

1240 15 917 508 2 - - 3 10

M - - — p— —— - -

'r_]u e - n fopara ; ¥ el i} 3 = S
= X = Iy Dok attematet—ondt—vohids—3868——
| Oky 1S YRobon dihs had

: M oF =19 2 BT = = - T o = ]

7
. . . %.i— :DP{M/"'

made expenditure in which 2informants had exsenss 0 to

'/:)Ffu-f_

500 Rs,, 3 informants had E}ganse 1501 to 2000 Rs.
while 10 informants had made expense above 2001 NS5 o

for getting alienated 1and back.
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We alsoc wented te know that how much timeLtaken.iﬂ'
to elaim settlement. 'TErthis question we hawe got very
littls response from the informants. Districtuise

details are given in Table 42,

T able 42
How much time it has taken to settle the
claim
Sr., District Total O to 1 7 3 4 £ Dther
No . 12 year Years years yesrs years
months
1y 1 CZ]) 3 4 5 6 ) 7 8 9} 10"
1. Banaskantha 82 - - 1 - -~ 2 -
2. Sabarkentha 227 - - - = = =1 -
3. Panchmahal W27 - - - - == = =
4 , \ladodara 132 1 2 - - L -~ -
5. Bharuch 13 2 - -- - - - = -
7. \Valsad 208 - - - 1 1 5 -
€. Kuteh a7 - - - - - i o
TOTAL 1240 1 2 1 1 1 7 1

The above fligures give very clear picture of the
process of claim settlement. Out of total 1240 infor-
mants only 14 informants had replied. In which in the
case of 1 informant the process of claim settlement
had tzken 0 to 12 months. 1In the other case the process

taken 1 year and 1n the other 2 cases process tazken 2

too i

years, while in another two cases one taker 3 years

oo, Ao

and second {sken 4 years and 7 cases procees taken
WTs

5 years while one claim ie still pending.
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The followinmg Table 43 fives a fzint idea about
the period which intervene between the verdict of
the court and the actual posssession of the land by
the tribal concernsd, 1t showsy 1in some czs2s, the

W=~

period s as much =2s 4 years and even § years.

Table 43

fter what period since the court vepdict
was the possession of the land obtained

§r. District T L Totat o, 20 5 % 8
Mo, ) YIS YIS yrs Yyrs VYrs
([ Sanaskantha B2 1 - - 1 -
2 Sabarkantha 227 - - - h -
. Panchmahals 127 - - - e =
4, I adodar a 132 - - - - -
B . Bharueh 132 - - - - =
- Surat 295 - - - - -
T \/als ad 208 - - - = 1
8. Kuteh 37 - - - = -
TOTAL 1240 1 = il 1 1
Wt

The condition of land alienated cases j#% very
critical so itg t&ee time but looking at the t ime
| ot Was iy
period taken iv=--eee- finalise the case & long. The

Table 44 pgives details about it.
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Table 44

How much period has bean taken te fina-
lise the case

§Sr. District ~ Total 1 2 3 & 5
No ., 5 lemg ___yBar yrs yrs Yrs Yyrs
1« Ban askantha 82 - 1 - - 2
2. Sabarkantha 227 - = - ~ c
3 & Panchmahal 127 - ~ - = =
4, Y adodzar a 132 - - - - =
i Jharueh 132 = = = = -
6 . Sur at 295 £ - 1 - -
7 Valsad 208 - -~ - = 2
8. Kuteh St - - - = o
TOTAL 1240 - 1 c 0 4

e T IR T e e S ] —_——

According to t e Figureiﬁiuen in the sbove table
we can see once 2gain a repetition of o reply.Qut of

1240 only 5 informants geve reply in uwhich one said

INTy=

that two yearskﬁaken to finazalise the case while 4
Wt
other informants said that 5 yearsLtaken to finalise

their cass regarding. land alienation.



CHAPTER - VI

RECOMMENDATIONS : PART

Since tribal communities primarily depend on
land, relationship of the tribals with 1and
legislative and administrative measures so

far taken require to be examined.

Frequently, legisl ative and administrative
me asures are adopted cverlooking the peculilar

rel aticnships between tribal communities and

Lheir lands leading to complication. A thorough

understanding of the customary rights of the

tribal communities im respect of land and pattern

of land distribution and orgsnization of such
rights will be necessary for evolving any pro-

granme based on land.

After undert aking an assessment of the changes
which are taking placz2 in the socio-econaomic
land tenure system 1in the tribal sreas due to
socizal contact between tribals and non-tribals
and chayges in the government policy, a revieu
of the legisl ative and executive measures seem

imperative,

It 1s suggested that customary rights of tribals

in land must be recognized. It is inevitahls

that many of the customary rights of the tribals

would requlire change in course of time for a3

82
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larger mational interest. However it must be
kept in mind that the tribal interests uers

not trampled upon.

The areas of high inecidence of 1land alienation
in seach distriet should be identified and
suitable remedial measures taken on 2 time-

hound basis.

Nacessary inputs to develop the restored 1land

should form a part of the development programme,

The highest incidence is not the same through-
out the tribal areas of the State. The highest
incidence is around the industrial and growing
4rban centres and areas of intensive sconaomic
activity. Speciazal team should be made for
identification of alienated land in such areass
and its restoration on these high incidence

are as should be taken Up on a cempalign basis to
be completed within a period ef six months

to a year.

Tribal Research Institute should be included as
a member of the team engaged in the detection
and restoration of alienated land to rightful .

tribal ownsr,
Erring officlals must bes properly dealt with,

Peripatetic training camps in the tribal areas

may be cerganized by Tribal Research Institutes
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124

894

tc make the tribals aware zbout the legisl at ion

regarding aliematicn of their 1land.

The displace tribals due to tne installation
of industrial and irrigstional complexes should
be renabllitated fully instead of paying cash

compensation,

Alienation of land and indebtedness amnong the
tribal pecple is inter-relatsd. As such ocradit
facilities should be extended to tribals with
limited ownership rights on the same terms as
to others with full propristorship rights for
wnich suitable institutional forms may be

devised.
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