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LI VASAV AP WU DMWMANE  lana

INTRODUCTION: . .-

Vasava is a tribe listed in ‘the list of icheduled-Tribe of )
Gujarat State, as ablied tribe of the Bhils. Its Population is
mainly found in dharuch. .;;urrs.t, Vadodara and Kaira districts of
the Statee According to ‘the 1961 census its population is 2,25,314

The presént report on the Vasava customary laws is based upon t

two months field work done by two Vasava graduates after undergoing

two weeks'training on cust’cmaz:yliaws at the {ribal Ressarch and
Training Inst-i;:ute‘-. Gu‘_-j arat. Vidyapith, Awmedasad. The £-acpl€y
consisted of the senior research persomnel of the Institute, along
with the girector of the Insﬁi—tute.-- A hundred pase £ ieBd gulde |
-»coveriné"z que stionnai.re on difierent agpects of triual cugtomary -laws

was provided to. the investigatoXse . < ..

‘vn,usr or;- ICIg2 -

aIn a Vasava village, iollowing three types of traditional

village ofi icl_,'c_ll s are found

1. Patalia, 2. Kotwal .and 3. Bhuvae E . 1

1. .'Poalia:

e i W

Pofalia 15 a Vasava syhonym for *Police Patel's He is the
hériai‘tary' leadér of the village, which p(lbgasi rom the f£ather to son
If a Potalia father has more -th&u one son, the Potal iaship pttxssef' by

rotation to each of the sons bcg inning £ rom t:ne eldebt son. In such

cases the period of Potal iaship is gener‘;lly for F:Lve years.

2e KOtWal H

e

‘z\otwal' is a pers.m who works as. an attendent of 'Talati‘', He.
A % |
hds o re.ceive the tqlat.:i. when the &aﬁi—en visits the villages He lif.t:
the Dey and other sccessory of the talatie He hss to call.on the -

tamer on ordex of talati. le al so carries, any other. official

essage from home to home on _important | ,social, culturql. oxr?

adm%n#st¥atiV9;Qqﬁaﬁéons-vThaa905t~i§-9¢n@Fale heridetory. e -

Kétwal is known as 'Kamdar® in Vasavie

seevele .‘
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-3, Bhuvaz

Iﬁatienté.

e other at the religional level. Ihe village laﬁVEl panch includes

“Policepatel and some other important men of the village or fal las,

?Géidicti‘(B) Tﬁé“Tribal"cOurt'mgets;inwloc&l iamil;ou;

- g Gy
rd

.mhuvq is religious leszder whosé consulted on- almost all importanty
docicmrel igious affairg of the- villa,;;e either By the villagers of :

He is t:he 1edder Whose words have 'weight! in the. socio-
i:eliéious'village ‘affairs and hi‘s words are hardly disobeyed in

traditional Vasava vill age.

V\bﬁ&'\fn P“L\CHZ .. C oo Lo : ,

‘Vasavas have two tier panch system one bt the’ﬁillage lével &hib@

Police Patel and other male elders of the various falias

5arpanch,
of the villagee I‘he compl aintt requests in dﬂVdﬂCE. to the Sarpanch,

informing them his grievence, and according Lo their convenience, the §,

pc:xnch i.s called w.pon undar some tree or at any public place or at

someoodys resiaence. depending upon the overall cix:cu.mstances ‘and

situation. _
: When the panch meets at the tixed place. the purpose of meeting I

is narrated eithar by the complainant or .;ax‘panch of the vi.llage. ’

Ai ter this init:ial announcement, the pldintiﬁ‘\:' is. called ‘on to put

.his case before the jury. After 1istening Lhc complain, the de@endant

is called on, and the c:ompldin is put. peforek him by the judge and -

his explanation x:egaraing it 1is d.mnanded. omhearing—oftrts
‘ o hecaiw i@ 2 mefly

@WW& WH@M the
s are made, jointly by the judge and }ury mernners. not |

the glamt.i::@ and after careiully

cross quastion

on].y to the defandants but also to

lllstening Lhe ordl representdtmns of Doth the part;ies. ‘ana df ter

nxxﬁm&nﬁ:mxxm examinmg the testzmonies t:hc _]udge and Jury mer'wers.

jointly come at some conclusions.' wh;i.ch are lm.er announced by the

Judge in’the form of a judgement. The judgement 1s decefpted by -both
g the parties. Quj.t.e a few sallent features of the Vasavﬁ Justice:

inciple of na\tural justice}
giving |

emergas’ from its” procedure i.eo (1) e Pr

";is generally accepted. (2) Both’ tha parti.es are heard\/b/efoz’a

"K.. gV jromnent

.....-3--

R T
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Law OF ;NHERIEANCE

and as participants and observer include many of the villageys .

(4) Verdict is given after taking into account all the ‘agpects of

the case. (5) Generally, ‘no” Sitsider hasg dny role tribal themselves

are mvolved in the ‘whole process. It gives an opportunity to ‘the
trine to’ look aé-ggl{‘\ te—-éfr;?:ir ‘owh vicws and way of ‘think ing and’
provide an opportunity to remterprete :{:x-eir cwn’ customary’ Yawd.
(6) vasavi, the language of ‘the tribe is used in the whole’ cOULt -
procedure, which gives an bppgjxt_i:imity‘ even to a simple villajer to
fully understand the whole proceeding. |

‘ It also gives an opgortunity to f;ully express one self, to all

P arties concerned.

The Vasava is au potriarchal, patrlloc«ﬂ., pe.tr:a.l J.nedl tribal

) »
5cript of its wan. and as ‘v’asavas, till rem.ntly were a prel Lterdte :

tribe, in(\testate inheri ance is prevalent among the trioe. _mough

monogamy is prdctised by mdjority oi the tri.ae, there are may instance |

of bi—gamyo ALl the sons o:f: an indidual hava aqual rights in landed

property of his iather. ires;:activ«a of their motberhood. The daughter«

are not consiuered co-perceners in the property of. the ir fahlmr thougt

they can get 1cmd through the institutions of khandhadia,' d[d they

always have right of mamtanance in their naml homa, in case of thei:

tailure :Ln marriage. l‘hey also get a caff or a cow. at tha tim@ of |
t.heir marriczge. as a rnarria\;,e gift- in some caoes they get some

ornament.s a].so at the time oi: t:.heir marr:iege,. but besides theae

exceptionsc Vasava customary laws do not consmer daughters and &

o-perceners. widows hdve usux:actory rights in the propert:y of t;heira

late husoand, which thay loose in case okt tneir remarriage.

: Amcmg Vaaavas the fullolood rel gtive got def.erence over the o

half blood. In the property_.atherthen. especially in

real ch:.ldren of the mot.m.r have eﬁclusive right.' In the_: same way,
t‘ne cows which are given dt the time of. mam. iage by t.he mother'

parents al.ao c:msidered in some casas as exclusive property of the
as?ec(ou_y :
children and mother jomtly,a In case of sacond or more marriages of

B }-.
ol

their o athere
o ’ FR . G S -_.q',g;o.o‘l.,..w

s

- aments, the
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"'A child in the womb of mother at the time ‘of éhe' death of a

" person who dfes intestate will have the éame right to succesd as if :

he or she had been born before the death of the person. o

De\}oiiition flows as single course, irrespective of the fact, ;

\ | whet,har the proyerty was. aucestrall or' gelf - acquirad each membel of |

Ot ! the: Vasava' joint tamily acquires oy’ birt‘n or marriage. in the Lamily ’
| (in case of women) a right in the:ancestral family property kR] as

co-perceners and the.rule of sarvivalship prevails with .,.res;oectad.‘jz’~

ir | succession.

P ‘MAIN“EI‘«AMES

©

o

' A minor child an aged pqrents; dnd desertad wite have a right of

| | maintenance from their purents.‘ son or husband respectively. If the

part.ies concern do not L)e:x:f.o::m W duty, the sufferar has right to

approach village elders and redrass shes griw:ences. In the case o:E
deserted wife this right is continued till she gets married el sewhere

. +‘\| oL B
and in case of childrenkthey getq marx:ied or .»ecome:sy major parents

have right of maintenance till their death.
m;nopnom;

Agoption is socially accepted practise anong the Vasavasgeonly:
parents without male issues can adopts, a male membexr from their next
c_,eneration (i e nephew). &dopter is generd.lly’ atleast olaer by one

cma half decade. and ucfore adopting he must get consent from his

spowse as well as parents of the ddOpteeo rha, adoptee has all tha

: Cond. -
rignts which a son has & he &mould perfom{?-lll the dut.ies which a son

does. Adoption takes pld.ce in presence of &l ders ‘and village 1éaders

. of both the families and £ridnds ana consiuared to ve a permam.nt and

AN . ~ |

' life time bound.

MoRTAGHGES | 0 | R er e e i |
 amiorig Vasavas, tradition’of mortgage 1s prevalent since generatis

ns.”Tn tinie of need they have to bt thelr ldnd, ornanents, entmals ||

B or: cart as a mortgage to cmy othef Vdssva or non-.Vasava mortgagee-

‘ If “the land is put as a mortgag,e, its price is fixed by the quantitcy

of rice or jowar sowen in the field. Crnaments like necklace ang

0oV DPOOPECLOODDO

chahro a;e generally not put as a mortgage as there i's ,jﬁQungc:r of

el wdns ke A Ealan s Whilea Aarnamanta 1 4lea’ Ve 5AAY . tRan~l gat oA

-
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3 ‘VYale',  *Sarvaniya‘®, 'Jeharia’ ére preffered to put as a :ﬂortgagg.
Among - -animals bullock is generally v.oé{ered_. as. a mortgage and its pric
as an mortgage object is generally considered £rom RS.250 to 300/-

now a’ dayse

_The object of the mortgage is considered as.a guarantee on the
part of debtor and it does not absofve him from paying intereste He

has to take the money at..as high -an 'iht_:er‘ast as . 25 to 50% or some

Lob

time even more t_:hax"x_, thate Ma:;y_ a time it-._ 80 happens that his object
of. mortgdge is contli&;ated Dy the creditor as part of full or partial

: pdyment of the debt.

OCCUR ATION: |

| Vasavas are t;raditionally,,pééically agriculturistse IThey.
fconéiderf it as shekr occup_at:i_:én: of their forefathers's Most of  the
Vasavas are marginal £ @FFQ@_IS_:?!“;,S?“&J:- landholders and as very few of
them are having irria_; atioh facil ities, majérity»_of,‘;he_rg g}o_onﬁ.’l‘,y one .
season, agriculture ileee- rdin fed Agriculmr@. o NI .

.They also work .as ,ag‘.ric;u}»t;:gr_e‘_lqu{rgrs it-.her in the area or at
some, fargaway places in Navsari Of,?&j?°l?,af@a: Vasavas rear cows
and butfaloes also. As the ¢93-9:¢y4de2;2354-theyadé£4na§§%¥Lpr¢£er
it, though now. a days, under Govt. dairy .sd?meo.-«bu.,tf.i?__.al.q;pppp%étién, .

A ; has increased in the area,__'

. -i.Vashvas are very foad of. country made’mahua.lkiguors Now & days - ||

it has.virtually ﬁecome ‘a cotrage: industry, " and many howseholds earn
an income from its sellinge

Though on smaller scales and mainly for household éohsumpi'.ion,

»

edds and chickens are source of {incomé, to mest pocket e:@enditure

LAY

especn.ully foz the ladies of the household.

" Collectlon 6f Minor forest produoe 1ike Mahua flowers. Mahua

frults’ berry, jamun powad. tendu 1eaves and gums ‘are’ collectc.d by
them. Wobd..cut'ting a‘nd"fu@l wood selling are the other’ gubsidiary
Sccupations in many are'és‘:.”’l‘iiéi 4186 work &s forest labourer in

different coupsAl% the forest cooperative svcietfes. .

.‘.0..608
. e .
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 Dashera, Diwall,;. and Holi, -are. othr fi.mpm:t:.am. lestinlS which are

.aucceed in finding out the memorial it get eracted with prOper ‘ce remon

i'hc, Van‘Jdb worship £ollowirxg Csods and Ge :«ddesses.
(1) c:ovaldeo. (2) \anduro deo (3) Vagh c*.co (4) bib

(5) Devlimadi (6) Dev. kurli

celeprated with great funfair among the Vassvas under studye They

are under ‘the influence of neighbouring hind customse. -
-Among different sect-of hindu religion, shathi panth, Swaminarayaj

n, Sanatan (Mdksa Hargiya), and Kapir panth have made inroad among

the Vasavas under studye |

ANCL::L‘OR wOASHIPz

vasavas follow the practise of ancestor worship. on the complc,-

tion o£ “Barma Ceremony which is m.ri:ormed on the twe}H:h day of the

death, or dny othezr convenicnt day to the ia.nily, ) the memorial stone

or wooden memoridl gets prepared and inbtallfwd by the Bhagat or Bhuva
wit.h all the preScrx.bed ceranonyes. As per t;‘x a Vagava customary laws
the Vdrved memorial is concealelm some neigho ,uring house from which

the Bnagat “in’ transe has to f::.nc out on hi.s Owne Nhen t‘.he Bhagat

4 and atleast for initial year it is worahipe.d every day by lii’ting che

' earthen lump evety day twice e.g. in the morning and evening. 'I‘h:l.s

worship is” performed by gon’ "of ‘the decea ed, on his' &eath Jlis worship

e either’ dlscontimed or followed by some other memoer of the

family.’“
" In some special cases the the ‘wmbér sam&dri oi the dead is

prepared. which is .,quare. and some Eime a sic_,n of a. leg on the upper

surface is é{-.\rvedj Where also earthen lamp gets 1idg @very day

regularly, -atleast for initial quite a few monthse Som@ time this type

of structure is prepared in the  buFial ground it'self, but in'majority

of the cases, for the sake of convenience “of ‘the ﬁamilya ‘and- the

worshipeQ’the gamadhi ‘or mernorial §ets erecied at t:he @‘xﬁ of ‘some f:l.e]

or at some place near bj. oW a days, 35.% mdny sﬁ:;stanqés, new

.development is visible, ‘le.estof’ photio worskipinge Th@ dt_ad parson is”

adorned with his néw clothes, “and: than his photo :!.45 t,aken. “Sorie time

"‘-‘ ' . i ' ﬁ*‘ont
his past photo of his life time is tramed .a,ud ‘-_;eﬁ P“‘f- on the :

--..-.."7..
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wall of the hou::ehold, and worshipLed oy tha elaeét één. 6f 'ﬂdaughter,
s cllbwed to
but generally 'no daughter in law of the decedaedeorship this photo,

B
as»ﬂhe)‘considered as a person coming from out side only in extra

ordinary exceptional circumstances she skk is allowed to worship

' amd
.but generally it is the prerogative ome domain of sons and

daughters.

evemy - "
An ews#y of the xami.ly, to get ones vengence deform the

memorials of the Vasavas.
Hes
Above two features are the -gpecial charactorm] of the Vasava
dncestor worship which are rarely f.ound el .:.e.where. '

.Witcherart -and .schary...azfe practised in Vasava society even

'nowe. Those who want to learn the -art . - hagVeto givé’ as-a

'sacrif ice ones cléglits most relat;ive. i.es the first wife or' the -

—

first ehild or the first sons -

This art is learned through a 'c:;hrﬁ"'i‘h”ﬁa'e days of Navratri

and it takes atleast ten dayss oOn the first dasy the l‘e;ai:'ﬁex:“ha's to

go to 6nes guru, “with a coa}c. whose D’.Lood is given to him to drink.

'on the second night one’ has to go to burial gr,und where h% has to

' sit above there, and has to ;pass through the ordeal of attacks of

different ghosts and other supel naturdl elencnts in the form of

' :tiger. wolf etCe

In subsequant nights one has to stand in the cold Water in the
river or pond, and there he gets the_ knowl edy e of how. to attack on
an enemy through blackmagic and how to save one gelf fjrprzn_ such
atﬁa_c}cs from the enemye o , -

NAMIN: CEREMONY 3
On . the £ifth day of the uirth of the child, ne.ming cetemony of

@ child is performed which is called 'Pachrco) on that day

neighbours, ladies of the clan and children are mvitefi a plece of

Yoaf is put on the grind:stone, 9 children :thcﬁg.-qrou;m;ijs\‘;; a:.o_und i,

\Y

" and along with the piece of the loaf they go out and: ch '\;t the name

given to the child, which is generally given Dy, memoe::»s of:\\ the awstt

Ny
. ) vechro!
audience, and selected by the elcers of the hougehold? On Q&\ec

ﬁ\‘.‘!"'?'
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midv1ves are specially iﬂkﬁﬁﬁx invxted. Jdgga"y is dibtributed

bmdll £east is givcn to chilaere and

aftpr the naming cer&mony.

\

the,m;dvivés.

MARKLAGES:
'v1ﬁmohg‘vagavasi£ollowihg:th%éeftypes bfTMarriages'aretprevalent.‘
(1) Marriage by am elopement ™ (2) maryiaye by capture

"(3)'P‘1ar‘r'iage py full social sanctions and gocial consert of all

e Ak o % Wi K e, ‘ .‘”-.
P T R A e =

o R

the patties concernede

(1) MarLlage Dy elogment:

-y «————'———————--—'

ERRER

wa.nt to marcy but el.t;her oi the
moXk
parents are I capable to share

When the oride dnd Dridegroom

pdrents are not dgrealng or where

the burden of regular marriage, the bride snd bridegroom secretly

yo away to some relatives home, to stay as husvand and wife for a

few days from where negotiations for the sattlement and consent

eting consemt especialy of boys paxents=thercouple nskﬂf;

start$.‘0n g
s home anhd from there negatiations

’réturns‘to*bridggroom'S"fatﬁér'

ttlement ‘starte®)-and atter quite: a few: deliberations

for £ inal’ se

‘whth' the village elders ‘of both ‘the side and on payment of - bride-

, price and other dues to the pride*s parent th@ couple:is susequently

aéCeﬁted as huspand and wifes

(2) Marriage by capture: o

Vhere the oride or tha bride s parent@ do not dccept the

prOpOsdl oﬁ the gridegroomstather, or whera aLleast the brida does

not want to show her consent ag inst the will and wishes of her

o Codhe T Whe
Ldther, msr&idge Ry capture occurs. rhere would DaLDxluegroomAwould

hold the hands of the uride and lift her and put‘har in 3 cart.

specialy urought £or carggng 4wa§y the bride irom the tair._foregt,
The Drlue la not allowed to

farm, or, any other conVenient place.

go even lt she cry,“dnd is taken to some reldtlves of the bridegroon’

A5 this sort of¢~M“~dr @ﬁ-crratﬂg tre“Mr/

or to some thick forest.

|

s home. Jﬂd fhby are sure to make Mtuadk retal*&ﬂ in

in the glrl

return to ooy s houae, resulting in damagin~ roof tilos, and ueatinr

the male relatives of the Dridegroom, the coude has to

\x.

some of

change their hide out Lrequently, in order to escape fury oﬁ



C\

o | . o of Helbuwides |
o ? father and ur:;thz.,rs)\ in such events. cases have been reported. where !
C | not only the bride was su@tchea away irom the aicuctor but also, .-
' L/ ' was ssverly Deaten by the father and Drothers oi the aride; Af: ter a 51:
Nk tew days or months whz.n they feel thdt now t.he Aw;} has settlc—xd.
; ‘4(/‘ ; through some relatiVe secret meggi@age is gent ! boy 5. fqther. _
(J Initial contacts are made. I‘hrough some im’.luem;iari people _' '
. (/ ' negotidtion starts which genex.ally rcsult in aubsequent approval of |
C/ I the af.gair. As in this sort of. marriage initial consent o:t the I
' (/ o:ide and her parent is not t:here as a mle. m,avy bzide-price is
. (J ‘taxen wh:.ch is g,enerally twice or thrice, the or:.ginal amount by . ‘.
G vay oi: yunishme,nt to the bridegroom- | ||
O (3)  Regular x_z_\ggriage - Vidhigar Lagan:
e ~ Among Vasavas most respected marriage form is "vidhi.e’.af*lagan' '.
. U o ¢ikit marriage performed by obgerving all the rulese). ' ' :
‘Q When ‘the boy'attains a marrisgeable age, his father asks his |
i ? relatives to £ indout-‘a su:.table pair for his son. The rél‘atli“rés I
5 U sugqestm gome- glrls £ rom their known cireles or keep in mind the I
- O ‘suggestion and ‘search for sultable pair. when they £ind“some girl,
8 . the enquiry is made about her house. character and skill of doing
| e household chorous. If she passes “through the initial tests of the
U o relatives the name of the girl is SU\_}JE.:tud to the boy' s father. On
- C getting his con.;ent, the gir].'s patent;_s are approached by the :
O father and if he ig also affirmative the boy and girl are shown to 3
. Qe ¢ach other at ‘some reldtive ‘s howme or at ‘home and af ter ascertaining |
S their consent the day is fixed to go to see the bride-groom's hiouse. I
: O (  They engquire about the landed préperty,. cattle, house, gralns‘ete i
| Cj and on their return the girls parents and oth:rs decide, ‘Whether, ..
R they wan't to marry thelr ¢irl or:.nvc;,vt. If they ciecide‘:-‘?“__ 338 :
O affirmative the girl's f"c-sthei":-sgnd A - messanyer Ay t}\a fsy-g f ather i
O with the message that they’ can come on any Sﬂ‘ﬁ.tabledlnv(e for chanll‘a;
AV ‘*'* ljes bethrothale - . el BT ) '
O on' receipt of this message, 'th“-‘;;"%ﬁﬁi;‘sg'f »hm’ and h}‘gi relatives |
Gt s fix up a suitable date ﬁor petrothdl " ceremony, send th\g rlnassage
g | accordingly to girl's father and alongwith some n vill akﬁe elders, -
' they go to girl s house for Detrothal, on foost or by 8 t\:‘art,

i
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| to the bride occurs aﬁtérwcardé. An . arti —

’water mixed termeric T‘:hc»y sprinkle- 3_4 drops of. the wi'r

*by tak:i.ng it 'in‘a leave cupa &Lter ward.s whole: cup :La

- bridefroom. S - ﬁf_}«L~ { X

provided ther boy's father can afford it. They are well received at
the girl 8 fathershouse. ‘Elders of the vill age assemnles there and

the negotiatiéns for the ~'f-ixat.-ionzr'o£ ‘amount of Dah.e.j .bride-price -

- gtartg. “Bridedprice may very from Rs.1000/- to 2500/-4 This amount i

used to”"purchage'.'orne'ments for the bride ’-by‘the bride'(s fath,e;.g
After the fixation of the bride price the »bridegrOOmé- father has to
give the amount for the distributidn of . sugar 'or--ji;g(gary which is
around Rse200 to 250 and it-is called *Pagvat' in.Vasava language.

The V@.éd&ld saree and -blouse pilece . is giv‘en by nride-groom' s £ ather

'suraat is prepared by the bride's fatlier und served to:all the

people present on the occassi,_on.‘-~ Toe -

Ceremonial greetings by all - the x;embers of pride-groom party,
is. prepared.
Thg' éi‘tgg.esitsf inside the house,  and each member goes lngide the
house one by one, put some coins in the arti, make a. 'chanla' in
her forhead and return. The Dbride groom‘s mother present @ a silver
necklace, called *Hakual {Othe-' bride. This ceremony provides an
§pportun1ty to see the bride personally to all the members of the
bride-groom party. Woman folk sing songs on the occasgsione. After
tarti® date for the marriage'ﬁgeté fixed according to the
cénvenience of "both the partieéf and .then bride éroom party returns
to its own 'village; .

Preparation for t.he marriage starts well. in advance. Eor
preparing rice and wheat £lour, the girls of the village asaemble

at the bride or bride groom*s house and while working they 8ing

‘peautiful marriage songs in Eull moode .Juice. is aerved to all the

" the-participant s¢ The young . men.of the villaje. cleq:irx, the Manaap

ground, go to the forest along with. .a bottle c&wine,:i’t\;andul and

woods in'the cart and bring tham. to the house of the bride/

o eese "li\.
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HELULE CHLIEE LOUL (dy$ OF & Week OL the ﬁ’larridge, turme-ric ;
coated rice, along with lo ugisa coin covered in Khdkhra ledves. _

1s sent to reldtives af the Dride/uriuegmom. it is called ‘Nevta' 5

(invitdtion) in Vaf:wa language. | : _ !
. Bef:ore two or three days of marridge the manciap is erected. o

Among Vasavas nine pole mandap is gret:ered. "he @its a}f@dug at

propridte di.,tance acrording to its sizeo £ bot:tle of wine 1is
i | brought ﬁlong with t:hi., bottle, rice g;ain mm Vermilon, and a few
. coin the chief worsh:.pwr purtonu puj 3. @ uslc '8 & new bddcet
; | s,,)ecially mn.ant r.or :Lt, put rice grain,' =rmilon dnd coins into it.
| put a tilak on the mandap pole. put rlce‘ graz.‘ s on the earth, pour a
drop ot wine on the earth. l'his dCtiOn is known as ‘Bak x“advi‘. only
af ter this ceremony, the pole cuula be put j.n the @hole meant for it.'
i Afterwards rest oi the gole., also are i:ixed]ora tha ?oo‘.: of. Lhe B
Mandap brcmches ei: khakhra alongwit:h its l”dVﬁs are ,,.'ut. Ihus mandap
is prepdred atlc,ast; bdco::e t,he data of mazridge.

) All the relat:.ves get to gut:hc.r either on the aate on which
marridaqe party is to otdl't to go to the bricies villaga or: on the “

previous day. Turmeric is grinded on that day. I‘he action songs on

turmeric are sung on occassion. '
o z\ll the vill age people dsaemble. at thea }:u:ide or bridegrooms

home. I'he drummers are invited. Th@y are servezd a bc:ttle of wine.

they paur a drop of ‘wine on the earth, thc;n Lcl te the wine cmd tart."'
beating the drum. | 4 | L
Bei:ox:e turmc,ric is applied to the Drida/brn.degrocm, he/she is !

glven’ hot water @ Dath. fhen nine maidena. who th@ no’c attained

puoerty are called who dpply turmeric t:o uxc_ bride or bridegroom
through Uipdl leweso .mong Vasava thex:vn is a Delicsz thdt if black-
; E magic of somé grown up' witchcrdtt hd& it_. ilx-we:tfect,\ the Dride/
Dridegmom may die subsequently. hence thuz precautﬂon 125 taken as
the small girls are not supg@.,ed to }\now or are cdpdbla o;n knowing

P witchcz.att dtlnast bei:ora thay pasa through ‘t,e.en age.

"After the .
initial application ct turmeric: by these ssmcall girls,‘ g 3)( othl»\r wornenl

apply tumeric to the urlda/bridegroom. l‘hen sword with \emon

Vierced on the t0p is 3 iven to the brldegrom. Bride riqe roc:m maae
g

| { . ' i *eeenl2. i
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: by his/her friends while dancing. Some time the dance goes on for

: fhe whole night. The wine is also served in between to the intereste]

bride and ‘a shelter is given to the party \under some trée

‘by the bride's”side, which‘is"known ag ‘bride's er'. The biridegrooms

”the"'bride. Few ladies tr:y‘ £ ‘apply turneric on each other. The "same
:Vprocess if follcwed uy the b J.des purty too. Lhey apply "turmeri¢ to |

*the brmdegroom ‘sna’ Lheir kins meri. This ritudl “is known as “Ido

"rhe bridegtoon partys They have €3 purchage aﬁd‘ﬁrihd'séréé}:bléuse,
'hair oil, odngles. powdar. and atleagt ‘an ornament callad hakul, |
'7These things are ceremonially adthed ‘on”thé nride by “the bridegraem

iparty. Than along with che urlcegroom) Seatéd on the HorSQ‘badk.

'énaWY6uths“aancing 50 ‘the tune “and " ‘peats Of musical«instruments.

'greet each other and dance again With £ull of. oy Atter a few:

women the Dride-gruom is takan inside the Drides house,‘ﬂhete an’

'and twentyfive paxsa c&n knotted) saree “of the” brida, which is known.

tc seat on a wooden saat dnd lifting him/her, nine circles’ are taken

kin men and special inviteS Some time their friends and relatives -
'lift the bride/br:idegroom on t‘neir shoulder and dance. The fext day

|
,they start for the bridé's village ‘sither on foot of by cart or any'i

onher suitaule conveyunce.kwhen they readh Qride 8 village a fire

shot in tha air is made, the pdrty is receivedu by the” ¥in of the -

The ladiés of the pride groom paréyataké a brand-new Dhoti to

bride's house singiny relevant songs for the occassion and put the
dhoti ‘on the head of nride s mother or aunt, this rxtual is known

as 'L&” in Vasava langudge. The same ritual is‘aitarwards. performed

pdrty then goes again to bfide"'s house, alony with a turmerié dish
covered with a new cotton cloth.piece tﬁhotur is pour ‘in turmeric

along with scents The turmeric is applied to the hands and Eeet of

’badla"in Vasava Languajes’ ‘The dress ‘for the bride 1s purchaged by &

reach the mdndap. whcle ‘mericers of Both “the parties ‘ceremonialy

‘,’__

erid of & Spare dhotd oi the Dridegroqm “{§ Knotted by a (ona rupee

'chheda hegadia' ‘in Vasava language. Than ‘bride: andmbridegkoom

are urought 45’ manuap by lifting them, - Both made €0 staﬁﬂ on a woode

‘geate After taking their shoea off. Both have to ﬁace in eastern

!
'\
direction. The groom remain in horth whilg the bride in the south. '



& SF @

10 Then the toe of *the bride groom made touch to the brides toes orfd .

‘£he upper side. A person climb'on a side of the tandap and £ rom therd¥

throw away an ea@ablé called ‘umbara’, which is collected by
the children standing ‘-belfow~‘“a'i"xa*eaeeh u;i‘*.'*\udq-.er‘ is also sprimkled
alongwith :Lt.i'rhen the bride is t:aken inside. WHere all the women

reldtives greets her with tears in thelr eyes. The bride is made to

sit in a cart specially 'broz.,zgh‘tlfor her by the bridegroom party. All
the utensils given to her as *Chandla‘’ also put in a sack, alongwith §

Q(’f trunk, quidts and other things the bride and bridegroom alon;with »“,

OO CLOEOLOY OOy C0C 0O

| ’ party J.w«an sand off by the relatives and om retarn of the
, pridegroom party. it is g iven ‘ceremonial welcome at the- bridegrooms
| E house.’ I
| O when the part,y return the Drn.degroom's home, she does not get :
Q } down, before ghe gets promise £ rom him, ‘to recelve some ornament or & I|
Q | lany otner thing she ig interested in. wWhen the couple reach the main :
! Q door, the younger brothet of ‘the bridegrocxn stands bafore the door, i ;
j Q and’ dogs not make. the way till ha ‘get promise to have Gift of his : I
:@ choicee ‘fhen the bride and’ bridegmoms are taken inside ‘the house. o !
; Q ( o™ that desy there is no dancing or sing ing programmee. But on the next !
i Q i day, the drum beat starts from the morning. Oon that day, the bride- i
Q L groom has to give a feast to the 'whole vill agc. the preparation for
: Q whlch star“\'g £rom the morning” ic.self. An hour or so before the noon,
. Q t,he bride and bridegroom made - t;o it under the mandap, where' all the
| Q ? villagers make.a - °Chandla' ol the pride and bride—groom. and ‘aceordiry
; Q@ to thelr relations and economic: condttions, af Ler money,cloths or
| (’:‘) ornaments, on one hagdthe'chanla ricual' contimues while on the !
Q or.her hand dancing also continuesy simeltanegously lunch.also gets | )
} Q ‘-’ servs:d to the villayeCse At the-end the bride and .bridegroom take Al
E j@ ¢ | tneir lunche’ Atter a whlle the couple made to, stand under the mandap
- @ 2 tacing east-and the pride on +the north side, and bridegrcom on the
. Q i ‘aouth and. the. ritual of fumbara: Pdawa' ‘is- prérf:ormed, exactly AR kK
| QL \ iR the manner as it w:s pex:f;ormed at the house of the: bi:ide. hen a |
Q I seat is arranged in the cart, and thecouple made to seat, on M: and
I Q _ , taken to the tGmple for worship of the traditional Gods :a.ri\d Ga&dessem
@‘ accompnied by the dancers. dancing on- t,ha_-,.b,eat,s of musical .‘\}\_1315“_- W“‘_ehi-'.:
) ‘ Ty R

L

;
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. £ixation of the bride price the ;_w_qmgn folk of both the parties,. .

1
1
!

drum. At temple. ‘pujari' the priest periorm the puja-worshiping
g / | Esip

cocoanut is offered there and bowing humbly before the Gods the

:t-reé. ‘hegul® the couple is taken baek home where it ig brought insid

the house while dancing.:The ‘har' - Meck P el "is ‘taken out

" couple is taken to-worship a tree called ‘hegul®es After bowing to' !

from theéir necks:and is tied on a :@fterof the housee The couple is

again taken bd.ck to mandap, where thelr hands and feet are washed

which is called 'a lad utar?! (lit. removal _gﬁ_' turmerie) in Vasava

© languagee

The dance continue even aiterwards on Lhc Deat of the drum.l'}le

drummer gets rewarded by glying him an ammount of Rse25/- along with |

a wine bottle..
on the fitth day é is s0. decided, . the prides relatiw; come

for 'ana’ to bring her back to natal home for a few dayg, They are
given a ceremom.al welcome. and a dinner. wWhen the party returns,
~within wmine gdays the Dridegroom part'.y visits the bride's natal home .

and after having .a ceremonial welcome and dinser or lunch they

return to bridegroom,villages It is the end of ‘_che'JVasava formal
marrisge ceremonye .
Besides this regul ar marriage. there is one mcgre marriage form
ofhefct

among . the Vasava. This marriage form 1is the. proﬁ€ that Vasava

customary laws han’etaken specj.al care for the ooors. '

For those personsv;ho canh not afford thc: lieavy: expanse of  the. -

marriaye can perform. @b marriage ‘ai:,tar -selection ~is madeuby ‘the .

. ,:br'ide and: bridegroom through -regulac: sécial s&mction, '\ﬂo~- chandla or

betrthal .ceremony is made. Instead of on the convenienét day for both

&CCG"M P‘hfyi'n
the parties, the villagers of the bridegroom, & wiih the bride-

L k.‘ey or nament

groom go to the pride’s villaye, along. with the clo

DI’iG&B'S vzlla._.Jers also. a.mamble, and negotiat.ion for the sett.lw“mem"

of bride price start between the elders of both the partiese On N
.‘ A

3
i

start singing marriaye song .;3,;, The b;f’ide ._.,i_s‘ _adoghed with the new \ i

cloths. brought by the bridegroom party, : \

I =

ard Hakul or necklace ig als\q




put in'her necke An amount to bring jagyary is taken from the .

bride groom party, adid jag'a‘r-y thug brought-is distri :_Jut;ed, anmorny

X t_.-.ho_se'iwho are.present,. oFr atlleq,st émong .the children. The b:idegtoom
' é.érty;, 'sing ing marriage -songs, return to their home, al-ongw;t_h the
bride. In this form of marriage all other ceramonies and rituals

ére ommittede. The [ezouple' is.considered as_lawﬁul__ husband and wife

by the Vasava society here afters

L0

57

From all type of Vasava marriage "ﬁolﬂlowmg. generalisations

can . pe madee

ecedaaaaoo

e ' le LXCLpt marcriage Dy capt;ure, in all othar Vasava marriages
' Q S ' consenr. of the oride emd briaeg,room has pbomindnt place.
Q o : 2. Vasava marria,ed takes.place at-marriggesavle age - which is
| Q | according to vasava tradition mature Y se |
: Q ; 3. In \all--iorm§of Vasava marriage oprideprice is takens z#i,ride
II Q ] Prlce vary accordlug to marriaye form, the.highest will be in. /
¥ Q the last marriage i.ox:'n describedo ,
Qu b 4, The. Vanva marriage forms give all, the persons .a chance to . i
Q : . marry irrespective of ones acénomic conditionsge :
. Q ' Q 5. Al Vasava-marriage. forms bave its r@gtfin the society itseli, :
(,; ) :'_;' ’ ‘all rituals and services 'are performed Ly the member of the :
oo societye No outsider is required' to. perform any of the . |
R C U
: Q | { 6. In all.foxm of marriage, bet.l.lement of the bride prlce has C""")
Sol | imfeowomd roles only on its payment validity 2nd. social kel
Q 5& leﬁ_dlil.y of the rcagu;'au%i.on vasava.mar:,idge dl’iseé\:u
i Q, KHANDEALLAS . | . S f
: o . atong Vasavasg, if a4 person is‘male issueﬁlesstth@‘n;'ha{ can give
O - ! property to his uaughtex: through the i.nstitu.t.ion of Kk .dhadia. _
Generally the youLeat‘. daaghter of an individual is pfepc.rp. far: Keapiti
'.bhdrjamdi or Khandhadia, Before seleccim?@n ummrried ‘)’@\\‘3‘“"-1 oy ¢!
keep. as Gharjamal consent of one's brother is gbm’ldlly ta]é ne Attel

getting his consent. generally r.he ofier is made to Lhe proq\g@rtive

:
Gharjamais parents and on securing thc»ir conuent. and ai.ter ﬂ\\n\owing -

Qogcaco

"*'} H
! the w:l.shes f___ the bride and orideg room concezned, th. ofLe.r: ms m\ade K
| . ' L R
> }gnown to the villagerse. . ‘ ,: : | ’1\

NN
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gpgrents.of theubride. Bosides he does not have to pay the bride

-‘second wife in case of b&rrenneSB ot the £irst WLfe or cvcrburden of

the bride price and subsguant. share for wine oi the leaders:; alsg

All the expenses of the marrisye of Khandhadia is borne by the

prlce. Ihe Khddhddia does not gct any right in ldnded proPerty of
hla real. tather dnd he nua to acc»pt hxs in_luwa as nib gudraian.
Now a cays written cocumegt is prepared to,thas eftfect in presence

of Sarpanch and other elders of both the parties.

POQ AMY%

Qg&tycendry ig unkn0wn out polygamy is . in practiae among Vasdvas.'
Reasons for the Polygamy are as tollows bgttfh majority of the |
cases of the type, the person would have two wives. Cases have been
reported wher2 a person hag se&én or eight wives at a time, though
such instances are very éxcepéionals

le when the firbt wiie is D&:ch

2. wWhen the person has more landed prOuerty and it becomes>

| dlrficult tor one wite to mannage the abtiairs of the hou¢ehold
cinghehdndaa[ﬁ and whan she needs ass istance of somebody.

3. when first wite sufier from sone uncuraule deseases ard is not
in a position o perférm_the héav& ﬁbu@eholdhchoruSherseli.

4e wWhen an extra.marlLal relction of husuand regults in to
‘pregnancy with some 3?married glrd waich becomes known to

the villdgers and Le ascape puDlic criticisam she decides to

btdy wlth hlm or km as a punishmant fOrCLd oy the villagers to

keep her as wifes ' ;

Se when to sa#isfy his lust the husband wants to have another wifd

.Though polygamy is un accapted pracci¢e ok the VaqHVds society,

and th\re are many cases reported in which the parents of the first

wiﬁe have helped hls son-m-law :md ddughter in arranging ;ﬁorx

hou»ehold work, in all other circumstdnces it's an affdir o£ public

critlciﬁum. It also reflects in the £ iseation of Dride price, which

is normdlly douole or three times more in somg circomstancms.'

Marridge by capture is the wetnod which. is wialy used in: Vasava
polygamye In;this,form,oﬁ;mgrriage,_egpac;ally_in these;cixcumsﬁ&nce&

§

shoot g up. »,.,...“1709
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Thé soris of all the wives of a Vasava jets equal: pi:bperty
right. The parents gener ally stay with the youngest one. 3ut mothar':
generally staygy with thelr redl youngest son in the old age. If thay |
do not have male issue, they may stay with any of the co-wive's real
son, or as per requirement of the grand mothsf, whereever her servic: .

-

as an advisors and guide is:needed.

DIVORCES
Divorce is known as "fargéti“ ambné Va§avas. Ihe Vasavas permit :
targati for the following reasons 3
1. When husband beats the wife severly and harshly times and
agatn.
2. . when husband and wife guarrels continuously.
3;-rﬁwh9h'tb?»w;ﬁe is_parrgnyand4gnwilling to permit her husband
to mérry'aggin.
4o . When either of the spouse has extraw.maritcsl relations, anﬁ
Vhas been <§ught,by thgfgther‘pg;;y,;edghapded and does not

want to pardon the guilty party or the accuseda.

5. Whe,“, either of itpe person 1s sufferiny from.some upg;;gble '
. deseaoe for a very long time « . S !
For. fldrgdti gennrdlly, both the partlies meet at the man's }

house, most preﬁerably in the evening as it is casier for mc;vat'. of
the village leaders to spare some time for this purpose.'when
important leaders of both the parties arrive the negotiatiocns for
the fargati. stalrts; The party who wants fargati is asked f£irst to
present one's. cases On listening ones case the other party ig asked 3
to-reply the allegations. In thils process, both the party*-‘ s’c’ar_ts ‘
quarrelling, but with the .intervantion. of the leaders, both the
pérties are paéified. Before granting fargatl the last effort is
made to .resolve the differences, ‘and if it doss not succeed the
f argati is granteds |

In fargati a new saree is given to the wowien alonng.th a c¢cash
of Rs.125 to 250/.. I~('. initidtee of fagatl 1s £rom women' parents

side, the casgh amount need not be given, such fargati’ is known as

'Kori fargati! among thea Vasavase Generally now a days a written

“\_ ‘ 000'18.‘.
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document about fargati yet prepared and signatures of the'leaderS-':
in'Whose presence the fargati took place iS'premared,aﬁd'a'éopy iéff!

given to both the parties.'as amcng the Vagavag, no vomen is albowed
: Secy Ve .
in the panch del iberations, on her behalf, the gignature iszeitharuﬂ

her. Lathcr or in his abscnce nis elqer brothere - - o

s

Except in the case of infants, the children go with the father.

Even the infants also, later on return to ones father and has all

legal and social customary rights over the property of the father.

ORNAMENI S3

P Vasava women are very f£ond of ornaments. AmoOng well-towdo

H

Vasavas silver ornaments:are mostly prévalent, with thé exception oﬁ
Nathni-nrosedott which is oﬁ%en made of golde. smong poof Vagavas
aluminium ornaments are usede Beads are made uge of in:artiétic
forms as neck-chainse Vasavas women adorn themselves with 'Hadul' an

© “sanli' in neck, ‘chakble' 'charaniya' and ‘Jebariye' in legs,

'bagdi®, ‘got' and ‘Patli' in hand and ‘Kode* 'above'elbow cn.thel

upperx hande Every Vasava woman weﬁg‘bangl es with' the exception of
~widowe Many Vagavda woman are fond of ‘akdo' which is adorned on theJi
.waiste Except ring no other ornament is used by the meane
CONCLU SION '

The Vasava' customary laws are in vogua, through out the Vasava |

Yo
areas and they cover the mogt of the. aspecus of m#ardltional Vasdva
_ lifp. The Vasavas feel at home in traditional etting in which .

'justice is given by Vasava village panch. Thouwh th@re are many are:

'where traditional customary laws of Vasavas are similar qo Hindu lav

there are other areas where they very mach differ from'thé £orm°r dl

o

‘keep their clear identify. In these circuqudmres it would b@ a »”ﬂ

great ' to,the‘Vasava society, if Ju stice is granted

Vasavas, according to Vasava customary lawse



