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FOREWORD

It would be difficult to exaggerate the importance of house for a tribal family. Founded on
extensive field observation, meticulous study and an intensive scholarly output, Dr. Joshis' ideas
on tribal architecture are of great interest for social scientists, architects, and archaeologists. This
is the first time that a book has been published on tribal architecture. Generally the architecture is
believed as of large important-buildings, built with expensive material, which can stand for longer
periods. But millions of tribal families live in their own planned mostly earthen houses. They plan,
build and regularly maintain their dwellings with interest. Tribal communities in different
geographical areas build their shelters in different designs according to their tradition and
requirement. This study presents various types of houses used by tribal communities in India and
for comparison; the examples from all the continents have been taken.

This book is a unique example, which presents fine sketches of different type of tribal
houses from various parts of the world. The techniques of building the house and materials used
for building have also been presented. Tribal houses are planned verbally and constructed under
the direction of the experienced senior local technician. No house can be planned and completed
without certain rituals. The rituals are social aspects in which kin and other people participate.

Among all tribal communities youth houses existed and young people used to live in
group-life. Youth houses were the places where community life was important factor to learn.
Young boys and girls used to learn about the rituals, traditions and artistic crafts of the tribe.
Though the tradition of youth houses has changed much but the architecture of the youth houses is
very artistic. Young members used to maintain and decorate their community houses. The book
contains illustrations of youth houses of South-east Asia. These can be of the interest to architects,
anthropologists, sociologists and planners.

Each of the tribal communities worship their deities and build temples and worship-
places covered or under the open sky. Memorials constructed by tribal sculptors are very artistic
and have symbolic meaning. The book covers all these aspects. Some photos of the settlements
and houses will help in understanding the beauty of tribal houses.

Dr. Joshi has done this study while working under visiting fellowship at Tribal Research
and Training Institute, Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Director, Dr.Chandrakant B. Upadhyaya
Tribal Research and

Training Center, Gujarat Vidyapith

Ahmedabad, 380014
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PREFACE

The purpose of this book is to present the architecture styles of tribal communities
in India. Although modem architects do not include the house types and settlement
planning of the tribal people in architecture, as tribal communities and their planning 1s
simple. But millions of tribal families live in houses planned and constructed by them,
hence it is important to present the different forms of houses and the layout of their
settlements to learn more about the primitive architecture. The present approach includes
from the anthropological to architectural and artistic stylistic form of houses. The house
types have been chosen simply because their living styles articulate certain points of
view and present the philosophy of their community. Each house design and layout of
settlements in different tribes is something stimulating and controversial in own right. I
hope the usefulness of all house designs will be of interest to anthropologists, architects

and archaeologists.

The most expensive and most important item in human life is 'house’ where
persons live, create and develop a family. The house is built for security of oneself,
family and basic materials needed for the members of family. One has to protect all
members of family from cold, rains and summer. The tribal communities residing in
forest have to protect themselves from the wild animals. For this purpose a house is the
basic need. While studying the art and aesthetics of tribal communities of Gujarat, I
observed tribal settlements and houses in South Gujarat and I was astonished to see the
artistic planning of settlements and design of architecture of the simple houses. The
planning of settlements, design of houses, the cleanliness and plantation around
settlements were of great attraction. It was again matter of the interest that the tribal
people planned and constructed houses themselves. The plans of settlements and houses

are of the practical purpose.

This inspired me to plan a study of tribal architecture in India. As there are
varieties of tribes in the country who have different type of architectural designs, it was




necessary to compare the house designs, method of construction, and plans of
settlements. Most of the tribes prefer to plan their settlements on mounds, plateaus and
hill slopes on which there is natural beauty of the tree-clad hills. The shimmering waters
in the streams surround the small and scattered hamlets of the tribal communities. Small

hamlets give no sense of overcrowding, filth or slums.

Each hamlet has a structural completeness and functional efficiency. There is
proportion, colour and harmony in the entire surroundings. Tribal communities use
locally available materials as the physical basis of their homes. The indigenous
knowledge and skill is used for planning. The experienced tribal leaders guide the plan
and implemented by local technicians. Though tribal communities live in harmony but
quarrels and attacks are part of life. While planning settlements leaders think about

security, water sources and food as well as contacts with other settlements. All these
practical points are amalgamated in sacred rituals.

The architecture of tribal houses (Generally these have been referred as huts) is
worth taking cognizance by anthropologists, architects and archaeologists. The Oxford
Dictionary has given the meaning of 'hut' as- small simple, or crude house or shelter, and
'hcfuse' means, building for human habitation, building for special purpose or for keeping
animals or goods, buildings for religious community, royal family, dynasty, assembly
and theater etc. As tribal houses are for human habitation where families reside. so [ have
used the word 'house' for tribal buildings, in place of hut. This is true that in corjlstmcting
tribal houses, in place of cement, concrete and iron, the mud, bamboo, wood and grass is
used, but these self planned and constructed houses are comfortable and away from any
urban problems. The house designs, material for construction and techniques of
construction have been developed by tribal communities in last thousands years. The

interior arrangement and outer decoration depicts the mastery of technique of tribal
people.

I have tried to present the relevance of the indigenous knowledge of it while

people in planning houses and building these houses according to verbal plan. Tribal

conununltlles do not prepare plan of the house on paper. My efforts have been to present
house designs of tribes of all regions of India. For this purpose I have made sketches of

vari.ety of houses from different part of the country. For this purpose tribes from North
India-Himanchal Pradesh, and Sikkim, Eastern India -Nagaland, Assam Meghalaya

__—
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West Bengal, Bihar and Chattisgarh, Western India-Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Maharastra,
Central India- Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh, and South India -Orrisa, Karnatak, and
Tamil Nadu have been covered. For explaining the form and use of houses a vivid
description of the house designs have been given. The life style of tribal communities of
the region has influenced the architecture of their region. In the eastern India Naga
community is divided in many groups and they fight and attack on each other. Traditional
rivalry developed more protective house designs. They have large houses with symbols
of their bravery, and have side doors so can escape when the rival groups attack them.
Tribes who work on crafts need space to work and plan settlements and houses according
to their craftwork. In Gujarat the Kotwalia tribe make baskets with bamboos and they
need more open space to work. They plan small settlements of 10 to 12 families in round
form and leave enough space in the center for work and social activities.

Pastoral tribe of Tamil Nadu -the Toda, build houses on plateaus to keep buffalos
for milk and to run dairies. They build one house to reside and another for dairy and
buffalos. They migrate seasonally for pastureland and construct houses at more than one
place. The insightful planning and use of local resources by the tribal communities of
most primitive tribe Jarawa of Andaman and Nicobar is worth mentioning. The small
community Jarawa has no material culture worth mentioning. They even do not wear
cloth and use leaves and fibers strings to cover vital parts of body. They make ornaments
with fiber strings. They plan their houses with bamboos and pyramid type of roof. Their
houses stand on bamboo or wooden pillars as they get heavy rains in these islands.

I ocal resources to build house, also influence the pattern of architecture. In

Himachal Pradesh slate stones provide different type of house designs. They make single
storey or double storey houses in small space. For building walls for houses mud,
(earth+stablizers) bamboo, grass, palm leaves, stones and slates are used. The grass
generally used is dub, (polliness argentea) which appears after the first harvest is reaped.
The floors, walls and partitions are plastered in mud. Many tribes fence their courtyards

t0o.

The "Veranda' is also important part of the house where guests are welcome and

aged people sit and keep watch on children, domestic animals and strangers. The veranda

provides open and covered space to householders. On the back of the house a covered

space is constructed for women for bathing at the time of menstruation.




The most important part of the house is the roof, which protects residents against
cold of the winter; heat of the summer and from rains. The roof is very expensive and
technically very difficult to make. The construction of the roof needs help from larger
group. Social relations are important for mutual help. Technical knowledge for
constructing slopes for roof is required. New type of tiles for roof is now popular which
are known as Mangalore tiles. These tiles are in the form of half pipes. It is interesting to

record that in Africa Pygmy tribal community construct the roof on ground and put it on
walls with the help of kin group and relatives.

The cattle sheds are also constructed to provide shelter for domestic animals.
These simple structures constructed with mud and bamboos remain strong for decades.

The tribes in India traditionally keep nuclear family and keep their young boys
and girls in youth houses in night. The Tradition of youth house was prevalent among the
tribes of the world. The designs of youth houses has been studied and presented here.

Without deities no tribe can remain socially strong, therefore places for
worshipping deities are constructed. As in all other cultures sacred buildings are built.
Some worship places are in open and others are covered in the form of temples. Tribal

communities build memorials also. Most of the memorials are in the form of engraved
stone plates.

I was happy to participate in the 10® International Conference- Terra 2008 at Mali

to discuss earthen architecture. I am thankful to the Getty foundation for the financial

support to attend the conference and publishing the paper, “Earthen Architecture in
Indian Tribes”.

Tribal architecture in India presents a surprising wealth of forms. The art and
aesthetics of tribes in their houses are amazing. Many tribes use paintings,

drawings and
sculpture in a meaningful way. These are partly used in sacred functions

, partly as pure

decoration. These need to be documented in photographs and films. Hopefully this study

will stimulate Anthropologists social scientists and architects to do further research.
There is an urgent need to take interest in the study,

things of past and archives,

before these houses may become
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INTRODUCTION |

Architecture is believed to be related with only great houses or buildings, which
are constructed with cement, stone, and lime, bricks etc. Tribal houses built with mud and
wood are not treated as buildings of any worth. The more durable material is believed to
construct a building, which can be called architecture. Julius F. Gluck says that 'the
concept of architecture in art-historical thinking remains limited in general to stone,
brick, timber-built and larger wooden buildings (with hewn planks), and thus to the more
durable materials and to forms which require a considerable capacity for controlling and
shaping the materials used' (1966: 224). Yet one forgets that simple huts of less durable
materials are also forms of architecture which each culture has used at one time or
another and without which all later development remains unintelligible.

A house is social unit that shares domestic activities such as food production,
cooking, eating, and sleeping. Often under one roof, and usually based on nuclear or
extended family. Household groups in a habitat might periodically combine to socialize
over manioc beer and to sing and dance. They might also combine to form raiding parties.
They spend most of the year at a permanent residence, and form a village. In comparison
to mobile tribes, life in houses has potential to change relationship between people and
place. Mobile foragers are likely to be socially more open and less territorial than
sedentary villagers, where privacy of houses creates a potentially closed society where




18 TRIBAL ARCHITECTURE IN INDIA I INTRODUCTION 19

and wife construct a separate house. Thus in process, the new lady may introduce some
aspects from her parental village, to the architectural changes in her husband's new house
and bring new designs, though these may be small.

Pl LLLL . W The basic question may arise that why house is needed for a family? Here we will

//, identify the necessity of house. It is believed that in the beginning people used to live in
iy

A g

A house in Maldive Islands

Caves or caves were used as a place to stay for the people. In Upper Paleolithic age that is
known as late Old Stone Age the grand cultural era begun. The men of the late Old Stone
Age used tools and techniques as well as the scallop-edged scrapers of the Neanderthals.
The stone tools shaped very much like the blade of a penknife and an implement known
as a burin. The burin's great virtue was that it made possible the much more orderly
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lakes, which were food-catchments areas, people made houses with wood. Some Russian
tribes of Late Stone Age slew so many woolly mammoths that they were able to build
their huts from the bones of the enormous beasts. With abundance of food material and
increased mastery of his surroundings was able to spare time to devote to aesthetic
activities. The cold weather, rains and hot summer also encouraged men to create huts
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and houses.

' Mesolithic way of life was development and it survives among the hunter-

£ A gl o5 o AU LILAR ol 200 gatherers of the world right up to modern times. A Mesolithic culture still exists in a few
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/ ‘ r ’ 7 7 g A fringes of the polar wastelands. The life of Jarwa and Onge of Andman Nicobar Islands is
the Mesolithic culture. When agriculture first appeared and domestication of animals
started tribes lagged behind and remained in more or less in Neolithic or new Stone Age.
It 1s interesting that agricultural communities and wandering hunter groups live side by

side without severely disrupting one another.

Slowly people learned to develop huts and houses. The first idea, which attracted
to construct a hut with strings an d leaves of trees.
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Amazonians village houses - each house is covered by a single palm leaf - thatched roof |

working of wood and bone. The men of Upper Paleolithic man could now manufacture r

better tools from these materials and also add artistic expression by carving and

engraving the surfaces with patterns and designs that had previously been impossible. :
With new implements men came out of the caves and rock shelters to open camp sites. - | .
The camp sites were in open areas where people planned huts to live. Near sea, rivers, and Long house in Moncong, Bornio

a @
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In the beginning the house or hut was not a dwelling place but a sleeping place. c.China
Slowly it developed as a shelter against climatic eitects. With creation of material | d Tndia

culture the hut become form of a house. In house people needed place to store food items

| . e. Pakistan, Afghanistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and adjacent states.
including forest products. The fire and ovens as well as ktchen became necessary 1n the
house. A separate place for children was needed in the house. Husband and wite required f. Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia and other islands.

aplace to sleep and have sex. AFRICA

Agricultural families felt that their animals need protection from the climate and g. Africa has 50 states and every state have more then two tribes.

wild life, hence they created house according to their requirements. Earlier there were no

. . AUSTRALIA
windows and light used to enter only through the doorway. But change in the material and
form of roof created the house well lighted. h. Australia has very primitive tribes.
Aborigines or indigenous people live in all the continents and build houses NORTHAMERICA

according to the knowledge of technique, available material and their requirements. The
requirements were based on the environment, among Eskimos there was snow bound
situation while in North Africa desert was the area where people had to live. In India large
number of tribes lives in different environment and geographical situation. Language is ). Brazil, Mexico
the main means of communication. But there are so many languages and dialects that
tribes cannot communicate with each other. Thus tribes living geographically near to

1. Canada, USA, many nearby islands, and Meso-America
SOUTHAMERICA

k. Peru, Equdore, Chile and other countries of South America.

each other have separate cultures. POLXNESIAZES L
Tribes or Indigenous people self-identify as members of small scale cultures and , Islands, Brifish, Praich, bertigarsrs s oot pcs s tnaie

consider themselves to be the original inhabitants of the territories where they live. LORE oL,
Perhaps 200 million or more indigenous peoples are scattered through out the world, A report presented in 1837 in House of commons demonstrated that European
often in remote areas containing natural resources. They are self-conscious of the colonialism was a source of many calamities to the tribes. The report elaborated: “Too
advantages of their cultural heritage in comparison with life in the larger-scale systems often, their territory has been usurped; their property seized: their numbers diminished,;
surrounding them. A Tribe has a common territory, language, religious beliefs, social their character debased; and spread of civilization impeded. European diseases
structure and culture. In brief the situation of ethnic division of tribes in all continents can introduced among them.”
be understood as follows: The European invasion of Australia began in 1788 with founding of Port Jackson,
Euro-Asia 'now Sydney as a penal colony. The aborigines were given no legal existence and no

a. Russia and other adjacent countries, official claims to their land. As elsewhere, genocide and ethnocide followed the

_ Australian frontiers of European settlements. Tasmania's aboriginal population was
b. Finland and other small countries. |

Y |
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reduced from 5000 to 111 within 30 years. In western Victoria, 4000 aborigines were
reduced to 213 within 40 years, and 10 years later no one remained who could reliably
describe the culture. With colonial expansion-ethnocide, genocide and ecocide took
place. It is estimated that 20 percent of global population is of tribal population.

TRIBES IN INDIA

In India Anthropological survey of India was established in 1945 then 1t was
decided that the survey of tribes should be done. But in the beganing most of the studies *
were micro-studies. An extensive Survey of tribes of India was launched on 2™ October
1985. The objective of the project was to present descriptive anthropological profile of
all communities of India.

The total number of tribal communities in India are 461, of which about 172 are
segments. The total population of scheduled tribes in India stands at 84,326,240 (census
2001) they constitute 8.00 per cent of the total population. They are spread in all the states
except Punjab, Haryana and union territories Chandigarh, Delhi and Pondichery.

Out of their total Tribal population of the country, 93.80 per cent live in rural areas.

Hence their houses are of traditional style. Traditionally houses were constructed with
mud, wood, bamboo, slates and mixed material.

There are tribes in India with very large population. The largest tribes are Gond,
the Bhil, the Santhal, the Mina and Oraon. Some tribes have very small population and

can be said to be dying, such as the Haisa, the Tangsa, the Katin Tangsa were having a
single person (census 1981).

Three hundred and twenty-six tribal communities (51.3per cent) are spread in two
or more states. This indicates that tribes inhabit in well-defined territories that cut across
the administrative boundaries of adjoining states. Tribal people inhabit in all climatic
zones. About 52.4 per cent of them live in area of moderate climate and 33.5 per cent in
area of warm and temperate climate. The impact of climate is visible on house types.

About 63.4 per cent of the tribal communities live in hilly terrains. They also

*
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INTRODUCTION 25

inhabit in deserts 0.2 per cent, the semi arid zones 1.6 per cent and in the islands 2.2 per
cent. There are four racial stocks from which Indian tribal communities are derived, these
are the Negrito (the Great Andmanese, the Onges and the Jarwas), Proto-Austroloid (the
Munda the Oraon and the Gond), The Mongoloid ( the Nagas and tribes of North-east)
and the Caucasoid (the Toda, the Rabari and the Gujjar).

The proportion of the scheduled tribes to the population of the state/union
territory 1s highest in Lakshadweep (93.82 percent) followed by Mizoram (93.55
percent, Nagaland ,(83.99 percent, Meghalaya (80.58 percent) Arunachal Pradesh (69.82
percent Tripura (28.44 percent). Utter Pradesh has only 0.21 percent. While Kerala and
Tamil Nadu each have 1.5 percent tribal population.

The dominant forms of the tribal families, are nuclear (91.4 per cent) followed by
the vertically extended (49.7 per cent) and mix ended type (25.8 per cent), the latter two
occurring usually with the former. Most of the conflicts arise on account of property. In
479 tribal communities inheritance is male oriented, eleven tribes follow the system of
matrilineal inheritance and in 56 tribes property is shared equally by the sons and the
daughters. Tribal women participate more in work force than women of non-trital
communities.

Various forms of private property have emerged in the tribal societies all over the
country except in the north-east where a good part of the resources are still controlled by
the community. There is the shift among the tribal communities from the traditional to the
new occupations. Hunting, trapping of birds, and animals has declined to negligible
point. Agriculture and agriculture labor has become the main occupation.

Type of family, system of inheritance, climate, land, hilly terrains, type of
occupation, ownership of property, religion and conversion, rules and regulation of the
state and interference of the state are the pivotal factors in influencing the typology of
house. Except in a matrilineal system, women have no right to property; only a right to
maintenance. Eleven tribes follow the system of matrilineal inheritance. There are 56
tribes where property is shared equally by the sons and the daughters. The tribes are
mainly landholding community. However the landlessness has increased, and almost the
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entire tribal economy is in the vortex of market forces. Dependency on the market and the

middlemen has increased.

In last decades there has been the shift among the tribal communities from the
traditional to the new occupation. The number of communities practicing hunting and
gathering has declined as forests have disappeared and wild life has diminished. There 1s
increase in horticulture, terrace cultivation, settled cultivation, animal husbandry,

sericulture, and bee-keeping. Tribal communities are settling down as peasants.

Tribal communities are not only peasants, but also craftsman. Wood carving, (58
tribes) basket making (279 tribes), wall painting (56 tribes) and drawing (39 tribes) have
emerged as major forms of art in recent years. Nearly 215 tribes are engaged in weaving,

57 communities in embroidery, and in pottery 36 communities work.

There is a sharp rise in number of tribal groups, who are employed in government
and private services, self-employment, etc. Many tribal crafts have disappeared and
spinning in particular, has suffered. Related works such as weaving, dyeing and printing
have similarly suffered. Skin and hide work, etc have gone under; stone carving has
declined. But the number of tribal persons employed in mining and masonry has gone up.

The material available for constructing the house and other factors have gone under
drastic changes, these are identified here.

The primeval hut 1s designed for recumbent sleeping, or at most for human beings
to sit but not for a man standing erect. Hence primeval architecture used to form the

concept of 'bedroom'. The architecture among tribal communities shows certain

diversity on the basis of the ground plan and type of roof used. The architecture can be
classified in terms of its historical process.

In Paleolithic age mobile groups lived and moved from place to place according to
seasons for survival. Later on in the process of evolution settlements emerged.

People of one clan settled in one area and of other clan settled in nearby area. In the

beginning a hut might has been built and than other huts might have been built by near
relatives. For constructing a small sector people observe following criteria:

-
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. Aland where house can be constructed.

. Where the material for construction is available.

Water is most essential part for construction and living.
Security to the dwelling and to domesticated animals.

Food and other resources must be available nearby.

L S

It is not only living place but place of working, storing, social activities and
religious activities.

7. The main living place is separated from the wet ground and the danger of flood.
(a) It enables better airflow in and around the house. Due to this reason tribal
communities prefer to build their house on mounds or hilly tracks.

8. Place for storing wood and other material and space for children playing is
necessary.

9. Tribal communities like their traditional cooking method— earth oven—, which
utilizes lot of bush material as fuel. Separation of cooking space from a main
dwelling has evolved because (a) It provides a woman's independent domain (b)
it isolates the smoke and hazards (c) it leaves the main house free from food and
vermin.

10. Houses type over water are common near sea and lakes, they create comfortable
living space.

11. A cluster of dwellings may use common utilities and ensure collective security.

The space around house is open to common use.

12. Three types of space are observed, they are enclosed, semi-enclosed and open.
Principally enclosed is for night time use and semi-enclosed for daytime living,
and open space for outdoor work.

13. Verandah and open space under a house is of greater use. It is useful in every
seasonas the weatheris hot and humid throughout the year.
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14. Verandah is the major shaded space provided by building elements. Tall trees as
coconut and betelnut palms provide good shade without distuibing air

circulation.

15. While building the house durability is also thought out. Durability is much shorter
in tribal houses, but thatching panels is convenient in replacing and repairing

parts of the construction.

16. Fire risk of these materials is a great problem, but the wide space between houses

in tribal settlement isolates the hazards.

17. Among tribes they have house building tradition, co-operative assistance is
exchanged for the major construction work. The knowledge of how to build a
traditional house is shared by people. They use some prefabrication method for
structural frame and finishing panels, which make the maintenance and repair
work easier.

18.Roof 1s the most critical and expensive part of the house. But with new
technology roof panels are available to people easily.

Indian architecture shows certain diversity according to ground plan, material for

construction used and sort of roof used. Architecture among tribes can be divided among
following areas;

1. Houses in Himalayan area of Gaddi, Gaddi Rajput, Khampa, and Kagati tribal
community of Sikkim state.

2. North East region presents a picturesque landscape, a landscape of hills and
ravines, steppes and slops. Rich varieties of flora and fauna are found in the
plateaus of the hills and the impenetrable forests. This eastern region, criss-
crossed with rivers and mountains, has been aptly called “The Red River and the
Blue Hill.” The cultural heritage of the diverse people inhabiting the hill and the
plains provides an equally inviting texture of ethnic interest. The region with its
diverse population, speaking different languages and professing divergent faiths,

INTRODUCTION 28

may be regarded as an epitome of India. It is the land of those waves of
immigrants Tibeto-Burman and Mongoloid stocks have met and woven with
aboriginals a pattern of common tradition and heritage. Variation in inheritance
system also created different typology of housing.

Dimasa houses are arranged on high level and usually they are roofed by thatch,
having a low mud plinth. The Rooms for keeping livestock are built on piles.
Their houses are built on highest levels are fitted with wind-breaks-a device to
check a strong gust of wind. In this area Adi, Anals, Chiru, Gangte, Khasi, Jaintia,
Kuki, Mizo, Nagas, Nishi, Tangsa, and Tripuri tribes and their many sub division
live. They build beautiful houses and youth houses in their villages.

Houses in Assam tribes have influence of North-Eastern tribes such as Garo who
live in Meghalaya, Assam, Nagaland, Tripura and West Bengal. The architecture
of tribes of Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh is dominated by Gond tribes, which
is largest in India. They are spread from Madhya Pradesh to Karnatak and
Maharashtra,

Bhils live in four states, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra
having specific type of architecture.

Tribes who work with bamboo build their houses mainly walls with bamboo
mats. In Gujarat Kotwalias tribe and also in Bengladesh house structure is made
with bamboo strips.

In Rajasthan Mina is a large tribe and construct beautiful houses with decoration.
They construct house with solid walls and decorate them with drawings.

Those tribes who live ingeographical areas with heavy rains build houses with
larger shades. The Todas of Nilgri have unique type of houses for themselves and
their buffalos.

In the next chapters we will discuss about the architecture of Indian tribes and

compare them with African style of houses.

S T
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TYPES OF TRIBAL SETTLEMENTS l

The settlement is a place occupied by settlers, i.e a small village or part of the
village. Tribal settlements are small having 8 to 10 families living at one place. This
settlement can be one village having a specific name in which a few families of one kin
group like to live. The hunters, food gatherers, pastorals or cultivator's villages are kept
apart from one another in isolated blocks for the convenience.

SETTLED AND AGRICULTURAL TRIBES

Bhils are settled tribal communities and they are spread from Rajasthan to
Maharashtra including the state of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.Their villages are
located on hills or mounds. They reside in cleared patches of the forests and hills and their
Falli (sector of a village) are always set up within easy reach of the agriculture plot,
which they are actually cultivating, The settlements of agricultural tribal groups are
planned in scattered groups as their interest lies in their agricultural fields and water
resources.

The main factor of tribal villages is the nearness to the cultivating plots and to the source
of water. A few tribes have compact village, and even in a compact village the
arrangements of houses are dispersed in such a manner so as to provide space for rearing
oflivestocks and for kitchen garden of each of the houses.
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WARRIORAND HUNTING TRIBE

Among Mikir tribe there are no clan wise or sub-clan wise clustering of houses
and they are built according to the convenience of the individual. Houses are large, and
the shape of the house looks rectangular and the structure as a whole is raised 3 to 4 feet
from the ground supported by stout wooden posts. The houses in Mikir villages are not
compact. Every family requires large open space for the sheds, to keep pigs, goats,
poultry and buffalos. These are kept on the plinth of their Chang-house, which are
common in Mikir villages.

For selecting a place for founding a village most important is security. Among
Rengma Nagas two essential conditions were required 1. the site had to be easily
defensible, and 2. it had to have a tree suitable for use as a head-tree. Such a site having
been found, a party of men of more than one clan, carrying shields, proceed to it with a
dog to drive away evil spirits. A cock or boar for sacrifice, and some water from the spring
of the parent village is brought. The sacrifice of cock and boar is done by a male member
of the community at the ritual of planning the settlement. The senior most member of the
tribe lays founding stone. The division of the Naga village is known as Khel. An Ideal
site for a village is a flat-topped spur from which the ground falls away steeply at the

sides.

The paths up from the fields in the valleys are often shaded with oak trees to keep
the afternoon sun off the workers toiling up the steep slopes after the day's work. All
round the village'is a deep belt of trees carefully reserved for wood. The Eastern
Rengmas, on the other hand, surround their villages, wherever the land is fairly level,
with a broad belt of gardens containing garlic and a few vegetables, all carefully fenced to
keep pigs out, with narrow paths left between the fences to give access to the granaries

beyond.

SETTLEMENTS OF THE HIMALAYAN VILLAGE

Lepcha villages are small and each Lepcha house has a field fenced in with
bamboo, it is called garden, and in it are raised those vegetables and roots which are used
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Houses in a village in Western Kameng

for flavoring food. When new settlement is founded, first all there is a Lamaist book
called Aachet Zai Putta, 1s consulted which contains general rules of a very minute
nature, indicating what sites are lucky, and what are unlucky. The following is small
selection of these very detailed regulations.
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A Kotwalia Setflement

'A good site is, if there is a mountain to the south and below the slop. It is good if
there is a stream on either side of the slope and trees in front. It is good if there is an
outcrop of rock to the east and a flat plain to the west and a waterfall opposite. Roads from
the east and north are good, but those from south and west should be avoided as they are
used by the fever devil.'

Thus the settlement is planned according to traditional rules. When the site is
finally determined upon the lama carefully replaces the sample of earth, and then offers
chrkem-that is mixed grains floating in strained chi- which 1s thrown on to the ground so
as to gratify the devils which have taken up their abode in the neighbor hood so that shall
not trouble the work of founding a village in progress.
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SETTLEMENT OF PASTORALTRIBES \ entering in the villages a lane is prepared by joining it with the main road. They donolive

The Toda village is known as Mand. The village itself is invariably situated in the | In i:to}ated and imer_lse forest villages, as crafts persons always require buyer_s of their
open, exposed to the sun almost from daybreak to sunset, but sheltered by the full force of C1a -1telms. Kotwalias are good Pl'anners of sett.lerilents and they could not like Indra
the wind. The Todas have been credited with some taste in the selection of the Mands; Awes pias 'as the houses under this plan are built in v'ery unplanned manner. Hous?s
owing to the beauty and often romantic nature of their situation; invariably on some open atta?h.ed with each other have comm?n V.VHHS. There is no central ground under this
grassy slope, where wood and spring or rivulet combine. planning. Trees are grown around their village and they keep a watch on these trees.

n ‘ Craftsmen use the shadow of tree to work in summers.
Todas have very strong practical sense of the advantage of localities; whilst

seeking shelter for themselves and cattle from the monsoon storms, with a dry bit of sol The bushes around the village are used for lavatory. Kotwalias keep their houses
in proximity to water and fuel. The area is selected which has pasture and have natural anc? common ground neat and clean. Though Kotwalias are good planners and builders of
advantages of a lovely landscape, a harmonious whole, very striking to visitors of the their houses, master crafts persons still treated as primitive community.

Toda villages.

SETTLEMENT OF TRIBES IN ISLANDS

SETTLEMENT OF CRAFT TRIBES C 4 In 1slands tribal communities live near ocean. In Andamans and Nicobar islands live a
Kotwalia is a craftsman tribe in Gujarat, and they live in small villages. Their few tribes. Tl:’e small communities have their settlement in neighbourhood of the
settlements are interesting and close to nature. They live on plains in well-planned ' harbour. The lsl?nds have dense forest. There are small Villages having ﬁ‘ve or six
villages. As villages are small having 10 to 15 families and being craftsmen, their :lhouses.. Grassy hﬂls- and beaches backed by a belt of scrub and palm trees partially form
settlements are compact. They do not have any agriculture land and do not work on eenvuonm.ent. It 1s not easy for t.he common man to the reach to settlements of Onge or
cultivation. But they need bamboo forest around their village so they can get raw material Jarwa. The rains, grass, and trees hide the settlements.
for their craft of making baskets. Most of their villages are in round shape and they keep Some Important characteristics of tribal settlements
single entry in the village. Houses are box type and large. The central open ground is | 1. Generally ik bty
surrounded with houses and it is used for many purposes. The most important function is \ distinet pbopraiinialiareatat
working on bamboo-craft. After bringing bamboos, men and women prepare strips of the theirresiding.
bamboos for making baskets. Bamboos are cut in the required sizes and then strips are . o |
made out of the pieces. Kotwalia craftsperson nit the bamboo strips in form of small to | 2. A distinct tnb.e ‘31035 m'f settle
large baskets. The place is also used as play ground for children. Children also learn to | m close proximity to villages
make items with bamboo by observing their parents at work and helping. Inhabited by other tribes.
The central ground is used to observe each other as people can solve the family 3. The Nomadic tribes
problem. Community festivals are organized like group dance and marriage etc. For temporarily settle near the

place of their work and move A Settlement in South Africa
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out as soon as their earning is not possible there.

4. Tribal settlements are small, of 6 to 10 families of the same clan.

5. A few settlements forma village and given aname.

The nearby settlements form a village and have a youth house where boys and girls of

different clans stay at night or attend social cultural activities.

Village in Western Kameng

1. Tribes earning out of their crafts always like to establish their settlements closer

to roads or towns.

2. The tribes inhabit in the forest areas where there is a maximum possibility of

obtaining plentiful game and availability of smooth, soft wood trees.

3. Allmost all the tribes like to prepare local drinks with Mahua flowers or Tari with
Tad tree.

4. Pastoral tribes plan small settlements, as they have to keep their cattie also.

5. There are new trends of settlements as tribal families have started migrating from
forest areas to cities.

6. Tribal communities live in small nuclear families and thus each family has its
own house.

7. Some of the tribes have double storied houses. The ground floor is used for cattle

and fodder-storage, while the first floor or upper story is used by the family for
cooking, lounging and sleeping purposes.

8. When families attend festivals and fairs they move in groups and generally cook
1n open.

9. Around all settlements there are trees and bushes which are important for their
daily life.
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TRIBAL HOUSES '

HOUSES IN KINNAUR IN THE HIMALAYAS

As the climatic condition between upper and lower Kinnaur varies so does also
housing pattern. Lower Kinnaur has an abundance of forests and rain while upper

Kinnaur is deficient in both. But one thing common to both is that all the houses are built
facing the sun.

Generally speaking most of houses in Kinnaur area have two storeys. But the
houses of nobles or landlords comprise more than two stories Except in the new
constructions, each storey has one living room: usually the ground floor is used for cattle
sheds, except where there are workshops as in the case of ironsmiths. The first story is
used for living purposes. It has extended wooden balconies. The material used for the

construction of houses is different in lower and upper Kinnaur. Generally stone and wood
are used. In the lower Kinnaur, where wood is available in abundance, the wooden frame
is made first and the gaps are filled with stones. Mortar was not used in earlier times In the
upper Kinnaur where wood is not readily available the houses are constructed with
stones. But after the devastating earthquake of 1976 the wood is carried from lower
Kinnaur to the upper region. Now wooden houses are constructed in villages of upper
Kinnaur, Most of the houses are low roofed, where the height of the wall does not exceed
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and, parsad (offerings) and some wine is offered near the door and foundations. On the
completion of the new house gorasang (house warming ceremony is done on the
auspicious day. After worship and chanting of some verses, the Lama formally escorts
the owner inside the house.

The mason who constructs the house is invited to the house warming or
Gorsang ceremony for a feast. The mason and his family receives gifts in a plate thali

with ghee filled up to the brims along with some money. His wife receives a pair of

dhaglo (bangles). The mason should be satisfied otherwise it is feared that he may curse

the house owner. Now carpenters and masons are employed on daily wages.

HOUSES OF LEPCHAS OF SIKKIM

A Typical House of Kinnaur in Himalyas

The Lepcha live in Sikkim on a very mountainous land. The average height of

two meters. Great significance 1s attached to the main beam of the roof. It is laid almost the hills is about 12,000 ft. The temperature varies considerably at the different hights.
parallel to the boundary of the main door. It is considered inauspicious to set it otherwise. The settlements are situated in valleys particularly Teesta and Talung rivers valleys. For
There are small holes for letting out smoke. Windows and ventilators are not provided example twenty-two settlements with distinct names, some of these consists two or three
due to extreme cold. Each storey comprises of only one room, there are no separate houses are part of the villages. The houses are isolated in the fields and forests or gathered
bathrooms and kitchens. The hearth called mieling is set in the center of the room and a in small groups of three or four houses. Geoffrey Gorer (1938) writes, Lingthem
hole called dusrang is provided in the room for the purpose of letting the smoke out and

admitting the light.

The inside of the houses is plastered with mixture of mud and cow-dung, and
white washed by a shiny kind of mica. The roofs of houses are mostly flat and are made of
wooden planks covered with bhojpatra and overlaid with earth.

The floors in lower Kinnaur are wooden while in upper Kinnaur floors are
plastered with mud and cow-dung. The urch (granary) is constructed for storing food
grains at a distance from the main house, to avoid destruction by fire or house collapse. It

s constructed in squaire or in rectangular form with clay and cow-dung mixed with
straw.

At the time of laying of foundation stone and fixing of the main door, worship

| A House of Lepchas of Sikkim
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(viliage), where I lived, consisted of 33 houses; it is the biggest village on the Talung side.

When three or four houses are grouped together they are usually given
distinctive names. People living mn adjoining houses may be closely related, or they may

be completely strangers.

[Lepcha houses are rectangular buildings raised about four feet off the ground on
stone piles which go round three sides of building; the east side is left open, and the space
underneath serves as a shelter at night for domestic animals. The building is made of
wood, plaster, bamboo and thatch. All buildings have their enterance to the east and face
nortls; the north-south is the longest. The first portions of the building to be erected are the
five upright supports, one in the center and one each corner; they consist of rougily
shaped tree-trunks. For the erection of these supports and for the building of the stone
wall an overseer is necessary; for the rest of the building no consultant is used. The floor
s made of woven bamboos, but some of the rich people cover the bamboo with smoothed
planks ; The walls are always bamboo covered with plaster, occasionally with wooden
supports. Generally the south and west walls are blind ; the entrance, which is reached by
a pair of notched logs or rough steps, is always on the eust: and round the east and north
side runs a balcony of plaited bamboo. The north wall is mostly open to the balcony but
there are usually wooden shutters which can be closed when the nights are cold. The
balcony is used a great deal; for gossiping in the daytime or during the warm evenings,
for a great variety of household tasks, since there is seldom much light inside the house,

as a place where fowls can roost, and as a latrine for infants, invalids, the drunk or the
lazy.

The roofis made of reeds hung over bamboo and supported on a wooden frame;

the north and south sides of roof cover the whole space between the roof-

tree and the top
of the wall,

but the east and west sides are somewhat inserted at a sli ghtly lower angle, so
there is a triangle on the east and west sides under the roof-

tree which is meant to provide
ventilation and an escape for the smoke.

The great majority of Lepcha houses consist of two rooms and an attic; a few of

the poorest have only one room, and a couple of the biggest houses have a third small
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A House situated in a cardamum field

store-room beyond the de-ong. The first room on entering from the east is the thop-song-
the kitchen. Round the side are either slightly raised selves or a bar set into the wooden
floor, which marks the sleeping places of the members of the household. During the day
the beddings are rolled up and put away in boxes and are only brought out just before

retiring to sleep. Except for the sleeping places of grand parents or parents-in- lax.v, which
are avoided out of respect, these sleeping places serve as seating place in the daytime.

In the center of the dividing wall is the cooking place ; this is built-up square of

nounded earth and clay, perhaps five feet in each direction and raised about a foot off the

ground ; into this, while it is still soft, are inserted four upright stones to support the

cooking pots over the logs of the wood. Above the fire-place is a drying ledge woven

bamboo hanging from the rafters. There is a very fragile ceiling of bamboo which serves
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as a store-house; it is entered through a trap door which is placed directly above the
cooking place so as to allow the smoke to escape and which is notched log.

The dividing wall which separates the two rooms is usually a wooden partition,
occasionally bamboo partition with a door or at least a door frame, in the side nearest the
balcony. In the house of Lamas and of the more pious laymen there is an altar against the
south wall. This altar varies enormously with wealth and inclinations of the individual;
some of the most elaborate are miniature reproductions of the altars in the monastery,
with large metal images and musical instruments and other decorations; and in one or two
houses there are pigeon-holes on either side containing in sixteen volumes of the Boom,
the shortened version of the Kangyour. In other house the altar is no more than a wooden
box set up on end, with small metal image inside, and sometimes not even that. It is a
ceremonial room as a private temple. In this room numerous ceremonies are performed,
which occur in life of every one. It is the place where distinguished visitors are received.
where emotionally important events of a slightly ceremonious nature take place; it is not
room which is used by the family in ordinary everyday life. A few houses have narrow
store rooms. Some houses have rough coloured frescoes on the external plaster and
slightly carved doorways and windows. Now-a-days new houses are built rarely.

Ordinarily the members of a Lepcha households do not separate, if the family gefs too
numerous the household will split and the land be divided.

New houses are built always in the late autumn months, after the gathering of
the harvest. This date is dictated by two reasons: at no other period people will have
sufficient time and other dates would be ill-omened. The intending builder will gather
materials for some months beforehand. Omens are decided by Lamas and the books, it is
good if there is mountain to the south and below a slope. It is good if there is a stream on
either side of the slope and trees in front. The site for house is decided by a number of
metaphysical considerations. The Lamaist book ‘Sache Zai Putta’ gives details of rules.

Which site is good and which is bad, which is fruitful and which is barren, where children
can be born, and where they cannot.

Omens and horoscopes are consulted and suitability is decided. Most important
1s to be near the stream and to have suitable ground for a field-garden, and, if possible, to

T
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be near friends and relatives, but the verdict of Lama comes first.

When the site is decided, Lama carefully checks the sample of earth so as to
devils may not create troubles. The building should always start from the east. The four
corner-posts and the center post are setup, and the low stone walls, on which it will rest
are built. After that building proceeds , the walls, flooring, ceiling, rafiers and finally the
thatch is built.

When people and relatives know that house is being built or repaired they come
to help spontaneously; they are not given any wages except meals in the evening. It is a
mutual system of help. When house is completed, the ceremony of Tashi chene-a feastis
done, This ceremony is also done after major repairs.

In front of each Lepcha house is a field fenced in with bamboo; it is called sing’
garden and in it are raised vegetables and roots which are used for flavouring food. Near
the house usually a small number of fruit trees- oranges, peaches, apples, pears, plums,
tree-tomatoes-and occasionally one or two shrubs, usually roses, are grown for their
flowers and fruits,

THE MIKIRS HOUSES

The tribal settlements are small, planned by their elders but not compact,
Traditionally their houses used to be on hills and were connected by footpaths. The house
is as a rule divided lengthwise by a partition into two or three rooms with one portico on
one side in Naga hills. The house is divided into kam' or a room for outsiders or guests
which is always on the right side where the only door into the house leads to, and another
which is known as a 'kut' is meant only for the family. In the %uf' a platform or chang
about 2ft, high called tibung and raised above the floor runs along the walls and used as
sleeping apartments for the members of the family, that is, for the young, for the
unmarried sons, or in some cases, for the married couple.

Outside the house along the wall of the ut' but attached to the house is a place
called 'biroi' in which fowl and goats are kept. There is a fire place called ‘mehip' lying at
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A Mishmi House

the back of the kut"and by the side of the fireplace 1s the 'damthak’ where the heads of the
family-the father and mother sleep. Here also stands a paddy receptacle made of
bamboo. Behind the fireplace there is a place called 'dambuk’, which attached to
‘damthak’, where the young and unmairied girls sleep. The front verandah is known as

hong-kup' 1n which are kept loin loom, baskets, fire-wood, mortars and pestle,
vegetables etc.

The floor of the house 1s usually raised about four feet or more above the ground

and 18 supported by strong posts on all sides. The whole structure of the house including

the side walls is made of split bamboo finely woven and knitted together so firmly that no
mud plastering 1s necessary.

The roof of the house, which always consists of two sloping parts are thatched
with sun grass which 1s generally replaced after lapse of four or five years. The floor of
the house 1s covered with knitted bamboos arranged as above and fastened at each end to
the posts which support the roof of the house. The inside of the house is rather dark except
for the scanty light filters through the openings in the split bamboo walls. There is no
window or chimney-the main door and the tiny slits in the bamboo walls act as sources of
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ventilation. There 1s no lavatory or latrine in the house. Only nearby jungle offers a good
place for the latrine. Some Mikirs have lavatory or latrine at one corner of their house
away from the main rooms.

HOUSES IN ADI TRIBE

Formerly, the Adi community along with its sub groups was known as Abor, An
Assamese word, which applied to all hill tribes around the Brahmaputra valley. They
disliked the term because it meant 'unruly' or 'savage'. The Adi are concentrated in the
Fast and West districts of Arunachal Pradesh. According to 1981 census the total
population of the Adi tribes (including all groups) was 121,052, grouped into 35 sub-
tribes, a number which was not covered by the field survey. The Adi tribe is devided into
15 sub-groups, Ashng, Bokar, Bori, Gallong, Karko, Komkar, Milang, Minyong, Padam,
Pailibo, Pangi, Pasi, Ramo, Shimong, and Tangam.

The legends relating to the original home of the Adis suggest that they came
from the north. The cause of their migration could have been natural upheavals or large-
scale racial movements. Adi language is part of North Assam group of the Tibeto-
Burman family of languages. The Adi language is spoken by 1,11,833 persons but it does
not have a script. Most of Adi villages are located along the courses of rivers and their
tributaries.

Houses: Generally hilltops are preferred for settlements for reasons of security
against inter-village feuds. A majority of the Adi settlements are uni-ethnic. The houses
are made of bamboo and thatch and are strengthened with wood and cane strings.

THE OVAL SHAPED HOUSES IN KHASI TRIBE

Khasi resides in hills of Khasi and Jaintia districts of Meghalaya. Khasis are
Austro-Asiatic language speaking people who reca.ll their migration from South East
Asia into the hills of North-East India. The total population of Khasis is 6,28,104 (1981
census). In Meghalaya. They are generally short-stature. They have an oblong tending
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towards broad head shape with a round or oval face and nose of moderate breadth. They
are divided in number of exogamous clans. Marriage is by choice after crossing teens.

Residence after marriage may be matrilocal or neolocal.

The entire range of hills receives abundant rainfall. The Khasi economy i1s a

market economy, one in which women play important role. The Khasis are producers and

sellers.

Khasis traditional houses are oval-shaped. Generally their house used to be
divided into three rooms, a porch, a center room, and a retiring room. The houses of the
Khashi people are cleaner. They were as a rule substantial thatched cottages with plank or
stonewall and rose on a plinth some 2 to 3 ft. from the ground. Only window is a small
opening on one side of the house, which admits but a dim light into the smoke-begrimed

interior.

Ovel Shaped Khasi Tribal House
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The beams are so low that it is impossible for a person of ordinary stature to
stand erect within. In olden days the fire used to always burn on an earthen or stone hearth
in the center. There is no chimney, the smoke finding its exit as best it can. The firewood
was placed to dry on a swinging frame above the hearth. In the porch fuel is stacked.

The pigs and calves are generally kept in little houses just outside the main
building. In olden days the Khasis considered nails as taboo, and only used a certain kind
of fender which surrounds the hearth; but they are not particular now-a-days. In large
villages and towns walls of the houses are generally made of stone.

In 1906 Sir Charles Lyall saw a house in Jaintia Hills which measured 74 ft in

length. The house of the Siem priestess at Smit in the Khasi Hills was 61 ft. long and 30 ft.
broad.

In front of the house used to be a little space fenced ion two sides, but open

towards the village street. The syntengs plaster the space in front of house with red earth
and cow-dung.

The Khasis observe some peculiar customs when they build a new house. When
the house is completed they perform, kynjoh-hka-skain, and they tie three pieces of dried
fish to the ridge pole of the house and then jump up and try to pull them down again.
Sometimes a pig is killed and fixed to pole, and then endeavor to dislodge it. When the
house is completed two fowls are sacrificed one to deity Narshingh and one to
Biswakarma. Biswakarma is the architect of the Hindu gods, he is worshipped alongside
the Khashi deity Ka Siem Synshar. The house is plastered as a preventive of fire, arson in
these hills being a common form of revenge.

Amongst the Khasis, when a daughter leaves her mother's house and builds a
house in the mother's compound, it should be built either on the left hand or at the back of
mother's house.

Among Khasis priestess is the important religious figure, women perform
ceremonial dance in front of a large post of oak in the midst of the priestesses' house on

the occasion of the annual goat-sacrifice ceremony.

4
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Modern houses are
according to modern
architecture, with
roof§, chimneys,
glass windows and
doors. But
traditional and
inexpensive houses
have the roof, which
is thatched with
leaves of a palm
called u tynriew , 18
hog-backed and the
eaves come down

almost to the ground.

The houses
of Pnar-War, a tribe
live on these hills are
peculiar. The roof,
which 1is thatched
with leaves of palm

|

leaves, protects the |

house from rains.
The houses are built
flush with the ground

are made of A Khasi Girl

bamboos. In the villages of War tribe small houses are erected in the compounds of the

ordinary dwelling houses called ieng Icsuid (spirit house). In these houses offerings to '

the spirits of departed family ancestors are placed at intervals.

The central part of the Khasi hill is occupied by the main Khasi group, whereas ‘
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the peripheries are occupied by the Khasi sub-groups. Khasis are cultivators but there are
some Khashi craftsmen adept in basket-making, weaving, blacksmithery, brass-smithery
and pottery. The crafts have developed and thrived in the Khashi and Jaintia hills backed
by favourable and ecological conditions. Thus the main Khasi hill has abundant iron ore
and so we have there anumber of villages with blacksmiths.

Some houses are built on a platform, the main house resting on the hill-side and
the portion on the platform projecting there from, the object being to obtain more space,

the area for houses in the village sites being often limited owing to the steepness of the
hill-sides.

The Bhoi and Lynngam tribal houses are generally built on fairly high platforms
ot bamboo, are frequently 30 to 40 ft. length, and are divided into various compartments
in order to suit the needs of the family. The hearth is in the center of the room. There is a

platform at the back of the house, and in front of the house. It is used for drying paddy,
spreading chilies and for sitting for rest.

Khasis build their villages on the extreme summits of hills, but little below the
tops, generally 1n small depressions, in order to obtain some protection from the strong
winds and storms, which prevails in these hills at certain times of the year.

Lalung is a tribe who live on plains have chhamadi-beachlor's dormitory. Plain Lalungs

live in compact villages. Khasis observe following restrictions (taboos) in building the
house:

1. Nottobuild a house with stonewalls on all four sides.

2.  Nottousenailsin building a house.

3.  Nottouse more than one kind of timber in building the hearth.

4.  Not to build a house with resinous timber. Only the Siem family can use such
timber.

5. Notto cuttrees from a sacred forest for building a house.

6. Itisataboo for the husband of a pregnant woman to thatch the ridge of the house
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at such a time, or to fix a handle to an axe.

JATAPU TRIBE OF NORTH EASTAND THEIR HOUSES

Jatapu tribe is in Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh, in the district of Srikakulam
situated on the extreme eastern tip of the State. It is surrounded by Orissa State in the
North and the West, with the Bay of Bengal. Most of the area 1s hilly tracts. Pareek has
studied Jatapu village. A village has a typical pattern of houses and streets. After moving
down from hills to villages in valleys, Jatapus constructed houses. Thatched-roof houses
with mud walls lie joined to each other with common outer walls in between, in a single
row. In front, there 1s invariably a street varying width from 4.5 to 9.7 meters, which ends
up width-wise at the opposite row of houses. The street in-between serves as a courtyard
for men and women to relax and work and for children to play. Though there are separate
cattle-sheds to secure cattle at night, in a quite a few villages with wide streets such as in
Tadipai, some prefer tethering their cows and buffaloes to posts installed in the middle of
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the village street one after the other in a straight line, to avoid theft during the dark hours.

The village streets or courtyards are kept scrupulously tidy at all times, like every house
which is broomed any number of times during a day, both inside and outside.

A Jatapu house has very few possessions —only the bare essentials. There are
baskets and mats of various shapes and sizes made of split bamboo leaves of the palmyra
palm which serve as containers for storage and carriage. Ponaka a drum type container is

meant for storing grains. These Ponaka are also used to divide the space of the cottage in
sleeping room, front room and kitchen.

In a home there are baskets, winnowing fans, sieves, frays, handless umbrella,
domestic utensils-mostly earthen pots of assorted sizes, which are used to cook and keep
food and liquor. The use of mixed-alloy, brass and copper vessels is also not unknown to
tribal families. There is hardly any furniture in a Jatapu home except a few loosely
stringed cots and old wooden benches and boxes. The poor do not have even this
furniture. Jewellery and other valuables and money are kept in a steel or wooden box.

Jatapus do always raise new houses from October to April. Old houses are
periodically maintained. Maintenance of the house is carried out by its lonely owner. In
olden days clansmen always helped each other mutually in house construction and such
other tasks without any return for their services, but not now. Old houses require
periodical maintenance. The roof-thatch should be changed or repaired each year, failing
which, at least in the following year. Bamboo and wooden beams and poles also need

replacement in five to six years. Similarly, the mud walls should be patched and plastered
with cow dung and earth to keep them standing.

The Jatapu house is completely different from the thatched houses in the plains,
those conical and circular one-roomed constructions without any windows which one
sees in the Andhra Pradesh. In fact Jatapus consider their houses superior to those in the
plains, and often have a dig at them. In one of the Jatapu wedding songs, their women
taunt the bridegroom from the plains like this:

“You hit the low-gabled thatch-roof as you enter.

Inside, the ceiling is so high, you cannot touch it



.
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Home, therefore, you do not reach to dusk when the sun sets.
You borrow a ten-rupee note to survive,
As there is a hole in your 'Dabbu-petti’.” (saving box)

Utmost care is exercised in the selection of a site for the construction of a new
house. Seven grains of rice are placed in a circular form over the tentative site and
covered with a large leaf of a pumpkin creeper, late in the evening . There 1s no prayers or
offerings, though village astrologer may be present. On the following morning, members
of the family anxiously rush to the site to see the result of omens. If all seven grains are
found intact in their original position, it is an auspicious site. It is at once selected happily
without any doubt or else a search for another site may be necessary. People believe thata
house can be auspicious and worth living only when it had adequate stocks of grains. A
Jatapu house is well designed to provide a small front porch; a small verandah on a raised
platform, which is that of main house. The main sleeping room serves as the storeroom
for valuables. The house has kitchen-cum-store room for domestic utensils and a running
foot-wide platform right at the back of the house under the rear gable to keep fuel-all this
under the sloping covers of an angular roof. The front and rear doors provide enough
ventilation. There is also a clearly designed loft under the gabled roof, for extra storage.

The houses are not separated, but they all stand in a single row, usually 10 to 15
in number, under a long spreading common thatched roof. In many villages, the front

verandah is also common. It presents happy community spirit. Each house has private

kitchen and living room. Each house can also be easily secured and locked through its
doors.

The walls are made of clay and plaster is done with a mixture of clay and cow
dung. In some villages, the outside front walls under the verandah painted with a
beautiful ashen color prepared out of a mixture of cow dung and clay and ash from the
hearth. The decoration which the Jatapus draw are, the various floral and geometrical

patterns designed with white lime by their women outside the house, after the Telugu
houses in the plains.
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The Saoras who live near Jatapus have very rich wall paintings and icons. They
paint many themes-man and women harvesting, a ploughing scene with bullocks, a
peacock with beautiful plumage dancing or perched on a tree, a man charging a tiger with
spear and other hunting scenes. These icons have ritual and religious significance.

Among Jatapus the worship of Jakeramma-goddess is performed. Each village has some
place of worship-either in one of the village streets or outside at the village outskirt under
a tree or rock. When the shrine is raised in the village, it is normally a square clay-
platform with rough-and-ready large boulder rocks embedded at four edges of the
construction. In the center, two small stones representing male and female couple of

Jakarmma are placed.

The Jatapu crematorium located well outside the village, is also rough-and-
ready affair. As the bodies are cremated, no big graveyard is required. A few square
meters of ground near a stream or by the side of trees, serve as crematorium for the dead.

Ancestral house and land are major items of property to be shared. If a house is big, it is
shared, otherwise each brother shifts to a new house with his own family. It is customary
for the elder to surrender the house to the younger brother on separation. The son who
gives a support to his widowed mother and unmarried sisters, gets a lion's share of his

father's property.

THE GONDS AND THEIR HOUSES

The Gonds traditionally live in scattered villages. Gonds live in states of-
Madhya Pradesh , Karnatak, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh.. Most Gond houses are
built in traditional style conform closely to one pattern. They are rectangular in structure
about twice as long as broad, with low thatched roofs, mud walls, but no special
orientation. They usually comprise kitchen, living room, a front verandah and small
annexe at the back for women in their menstrual period and in the state of ritual
uncleanliness following child-birth. But sometimes there is no front veranda, and a

separate shed is used as a place of gathering.
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A map of Gonds House

Many houses have dais built up by stones and mud, to a height of two feet above
dust of summer and mud of rains, but in others the cow dunged floor is raised up to two ft.

The roof is carried by two forked posts, spanned by a short ridge-pole, and these are
Jointed by mortise and tendon; six or eight side posts support cross and long beams. The
root 1s constructed of slanting wood and bamboo rafters clamped between horizontal
stays, the thatch is laid from eaves to ridge-pole in overlapping layers and held in place by
a light super-structure of bamboo. The eaves hang low and protrude two or three feet
beyond the walls, thus protecting the house against rain and sun. The walls, built
independently of the roof, are not structurally important and when the framework is
complete, coarse wattle screens are lashed to the house-posts and plastered with mud and
cow-dung on both sides together with the floor. With years of plastering the level of the
floor rises and the walls: take on an appearance of solidity, the joint between floor and
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wall being gradually evened out. Many houses have wooden door frames and few also
wooden doors with peg-and-hole hinges and iron lock and chain, but more frequent are
doors of stout closely woven wattle swinging on bamboo lashings.

The front veranda (osiri) runs along two-third of the house; well protected from
the glare by the low eaves and yet open to every breeze, it is the man's favourite place of
rest and work during the hot weather, but in the rains and the cold season it is closed in
with bamboo matting and then it is used all for practical purposes an additional room,
where the men folk often warm themselves in the glow of fire. A small door leads from
the veranda, into the main room (bimra) which is a long veranda, and has two doors, one
giving on to the street or courtyard at the back, and the other opening into kitchen. In this
room, are the stone mortar-blocks where, with heavy pestles, the women husk grains and
the circular stone hand mills on which the women, singing, grind the grain for making
gruel or bread. There may be one or two store-baskets in the room, and household
implements are usually found leaning against or hung upon the wall. Quite often there 1s
also a swing; this may be a wooden seat slung on iron chains from the rafters, but
generally Gonds are content with a few looped lengths of rope. Women do much of
household work in this main room, particularly in the rains when the courtyard is too
muddy, and it is here that the family takes its meals. Husband and wife usually sleep in
this room, but in the households with grown-up married children and women seldom
sleep in the front veranda, no rule is to who should sleep where; it was always matter of
astonishment that how perhaps fifteen persons, including two or three married couples,
enjoy the night's rest and pleasure into one of these narrow houses.

The kitchen (kona), extending along the whole breadth of the house, generally
has two fireplaces, built up into horseshoe of stones and mud, but hearths of three stones
are also used: in the corner farthest from the door is a small platform where lamp is lit as
night falls; it is called the pen kamta, the gods corner, and here morsels of food are daily
offered to the clan god. The kitchen usually a dark room which even the fires under the
cooking pots do little to light but Gond women with their sure hands and ceaseless chatter
do not mind the lack of light and the curling smoke which hangs about them while

prepare and cook the food.
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At back of the house, adjoining the kitchen, but with a separate entrance from
the outside, 1s a low narrow room (kotir1), and it is here that children are born and
menstruating women eat and sleep. This room falls under the eaves of the house and is

enclosed on the outside by a wattle wall set at the edge of the thatch, which may be
extended several feet to form a small annexed.

Gond house contains little in the way of furniture. There are usually one or two
cots with wooden frames and string webbing, and a few low wooden stools. Mats are
used to sleep and sit on. There are earthen and brass pots in the kitchen, water pots being
often set on trestles along the back wall, and numerous baskets and implements in the
living room. Most important valuables are his grains, both for consumption and seed, are

kept in the attic, which, resting on cross-beams, has a flooring of bamboo poles and
accessible from the kitchen by a short portable bamboo ladder.

By 1977 the shortage of thatching grass began to create problems, (the shortage
of grass was a serious problem) that it was necessary to find alternative roofing materials.
Tiles were used for the roofing, though these were expensive. Most of the tribal houses in
India are roofed with tiles, these are purchased with the help of subsidy provided by the
Tribal welfare department. Some people use corrugated iron sheets (tin) which are
considerably cheaper. Their disadvantage is that they make the houses hot in the summer
and cold in winter. Aesthetically iron sheets are greatly inferior to both thatch and tiles,

and houses covered with iron sheets look squat and make shift, compared with neat and
cozy appearance of houses thatched with grass ortiles.

Some wealthy Gond families have started using of stone houses in Andhra
Pradesh. The Rural Gonds saw that prestigious and durable houses could constructed
with local materials, and used their earnings from the sale of cash crops to emulate the

example of wealthy newcomers. Only a minority of Gond-villages contain houses built

of stone, but the fashion is spreading. New dwellings are still small, for example

dwellings for six brothers Jugnaka clan built a large stone building divided into six
dwellings arranged in a row. Each section consists two rooms no larger than the spaceina
conventional Gond house but far more permanent and capable of withstanding bad
weather and extremes of temperature. The stone masons responsible for building had

s
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been called from the neighboring district of Karimnagar, and the income from twenty
acres yielding good cotton crops enabled the owners to pay masons and skilled workers.

HOUSES OF BANJARAS OF KARNATAKA

Banjaras were traditionally a nomadic tribe, and have now settled down to
agriculture. They always settle in quarters outside villages, and own lands on their own
account. Even after hundred years, they have been preserving their exclusiveness to a
wonderful degree. Their migratory instinct is still strong within them. Hardly ever do
they build substantial houses in any locality, and even after a long residence they abandon
to shift to another place in the belief that their gods no longer like this locality. They like
to have their villages near the roadside. A locality generally has 30 to 45 houses. Each
house is a hall thirty to forty feet in length and fifteen to twenty feet in breadth, and
thatched with a kind of wild grass called Badehulla in Canarese. Plaited bamboo serves

the purpose of walls all around.

It is invariably dark, as there are no openings other than the doors at the front

and rear which are not always kept open. There is no chimney nor any opening for the
smoke to pass; so everything becomes grime and covered with soot. This however, serves
a useful purpose, namely neither mosquitoes nor flies will annoy in such atmosphere.

At one side is the fire-place on the floor, round which are arranged their domestic
utensils, mostly earthen pots and a few copper or brass vessels. At the other end are
secured their cows and bullocks, each tied to the poll fixed in the ground at short

intervals. The space in the middle is used for dining and sleeping in the night.

There is also a ceiling at one end which consists of several cross beams, from
which are suspended several baskets of different kinds and sizes to suit all members of

the family.

Behind each house, is a small vegetable garden, where they grow the seasonal
vegetables. The pumpkin creepers are allowed to flourish on the thatch, which protects it
as well. The granary is mostly in front of the house. They have two small temples of their
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own, containing their tribal gods Samaraya and Durga. Each family has even now a fairly

good number of cows and bullocks.

It 1s said that they are not allowed in tiled houses, and yet some of them are very
spacious and have separate cooking, sitting and sleeping accommodation, besides rooms
for storing grains. They have large herd of cattle and a separate place to tether them. Their
settlement is known as the tanda, which is generally selected on a high ground near but
outside the village. The reason assigned by them is that their houses should not be defiled
by domestic fowls which they do not rear, though they have no aversion to eating them.

Being extremely clannish, they naturally congregate into special quarters of
their own choice. The consideration of health of their cattle, conveniences of grazing,
housing their cattle and immunity from epidemics, is also other factors in their choice of
residence. When once their locality becomes unhealthy, they leave it with least possible
delay. Thus their supposed prohibitions against living in substantial houses still betray
their predatory habits of living. They have very few articles of furniture and domestic
utensils, which are quite in harmony with their way of living. Beyond a few coarse date
mats and some earthen vessels, they have nothing else. A few copper and brass vessels

are recent additions. The daily routine of women consists in attending to the domestic
duties, rearing children and in helping their husbands in their occupations.

BHIL HOUSES

The Bhils live in nuclear family in a small part of village which may contain 6
to 10 families. This small part of the village is known as fala or falia. When in a family a

boy is grown up and marriage takes place, then young husband and wife plan to have a

separate house. If the parental house is large enough young married couple, after the first
Issue, sets up a separate family with his wife and child.

In a Bhil family son or daughter are always welcome. In Gujarat population of
Bhils 1s 3441945 out it 3790110 are male and 3691043 are female.

Bhil boy helps parents
when he 1s young and for daughter parents get : :
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Bhil Double Story House

looks after younger children of the family. When she grows she goes with parents to work
as labourer. For parent's children are assets, hence a couple always thinks and plans for a

good or suitable house for the family.

Marriage is one of the most important functions in a family. As most of Bhil
houses in forest are 'kaccha', so they renovate the houses at the time of marriage. Walls
and floor are plastered with clay and cow-dung solution. Decoration on the floor is done

with white coloured paste.

The house of the bridegroom is also decorated. A special marriage booth is
always set up close to the bridegroom's house and some times a second near that of the
bride. The booths are built of soft, easily fashioned wood of the salar, called Helero in
Bhili and also known as the incense tree. Its bark has characteristically bluish tint when
the trees are old. This wood is not used for building ordinary houses as 1t has no power of
resistance and easily falls a prey to the ravages of the white ant. Four stakes driven into
ground on the corners of the approximately square. The sides measured from ten to
fourteen feet, while the height of the stakes is about six or seven feet. The ends of the
stakes form a fork so that horizontal beams can conveniently be laid along the two




62 TRIBALARCHITECTURE IN INDIA

opposite sides of square. Five, seven or nine poles are then placed transversely over these
beams, forming a support for the roof of green bamboos or other branches, which serves

as protection against the sun. Finally garlands of mango leaves are hung all round the
edge of the flatroof.

The Bhil houses are rectangular buildings rise above the ground, one layer of
earth and stones, with mud walls. The roof rises at an inclination of about 45 degree from
the two long sides. The houses are made of bamboo thatch, mud and cow plaster. All the

walls are blind except the front one which has a small door.

Some houses have entrances from behind also, though these are strictly private,
leading to the kitchen-cum sleeping rooms, no person who is not intimate with the
household, can enter a house through such a rear door. The proper entrance is the front
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door, which generally remains open but is closed from inside by an obstructing bamboo
door at night and padlock from outside when the inmates go out. The Bhil erect a
bamboo stand for water 'mohali’ just adjacent to the hut, generally in front of the house or
at the back of it. Water for cooking and drinking purposes is kept on it. Water is taken out
from it with the help of a wooden cup named 'dovi' or 'tumbi' and drunk with the help of
palms. 'Dovi' or 'tumbi'-the gourd is not permitted to be defiled by touching the mouth. A
thatched cattle-shed mandva is also erected in front of the house. In the dry season, hay
and grass are piled over this shed. Bhil houses are divided in rooms with walls though
they have one common enterance for the house. Many houses are double storied. The
staircase is of bamboo wood and are portable. Some houses have balcony-'dagalo’ in
front of the second story.

Bhils are existing for thousands years and is a strong tribe. They are not
nomadic but live in forest area. They invite the specialist for constructing or guiding to
construct the house known as 'Ghar-thano-karigar'. The technician decides the form of
the house and with the help of house owner start constructing the Ghar-house. Walls are
constructed in two methods one is to use cobs and other is to use bricks baked as well as
unbaked. For double storied house, first roof is prepared with wood sleepers covered
with clay plaster. The plaster is maintained by re-plastering after every month. The roofis
done with the help of bamboos and Naliya'-tiles like half pipes. The roof with back-slop
is known as 'pachali-parsal' and front-sloped roof is known as 'agali-parsal’. The main
beam of the house is selected very carefully. In main living room of the house a bamboo at
the hight of 6 to 7 feet is posted on two walls so dress, quilts ( pathari) etc. can be hanged
on it. The house is surrounded with wooden logs and in this Jhonpa-sudini-bad'

courtyard grass for animals as well as fire wood is kept.

HOUSES OF DHODIAS

Dhodias live in Valsad district and nearby area. The District strip of valleys

between the Arabian Sea and the Sahayadri range is known as the country of Dhodias.
The entire country is hilly as it is in Sahayadri hill range. These villages are near the
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