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In all the areas of Gujarat where the Bombay Tenancy and Agricultural
Lands Act was applicable, transfer of agricultural land to non agriculturist has
been prohibited under the relevant rules framed by the State Government
in1961, Government Lands alloted to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes cannot be transferred without the previous permission of the competent
authority. A separate notification for Scheduled Areas was also issued by the
State Government in 1961, under the Bombay Land Revenue Code, 1879 and
has now become applicable to the Scheduled Tribes in all these villages in
the Scheduled Areas of the state in which survey settlement under the said
code has not been introduced. According to this notification, transfer of land
from tribals to non-tribals has been improhibited, without the permission of

the Collector

Notification No. LNO-3961/41509-G Agriculture and Lands Department,
Sachivalaya, Ahmedabad dated the 4th April, 1961,
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CENSUS STUDY OF PRIMITIVE TRIBAL GROUPS OF
GUJARAT STATE

SYNOPSIS
INTRODUCTION

There are about 450 tirbal groups in India. Of all the States in
India, Madhyapradesh has the largest tribal population of the couniry
while Goa has the lowest. Gujarat State ranks fifth in terms of tribal
population in India. The total population of Gujarat State was 413.10
lakhs (1991 census), out of which tribal population accounted 61.62
lakhs, 14.92 percent, of the total population. Mostly tribals in Gujarat
reside in remote hilly and forest areas. The ftribals are generally
economically backward compared to non-tribal communities. Even
amongst tribal communities there exists wide gap in the economic and
social conditions. Of the 61.62 lakhs scheduled tribe popuiation in

Guijarat, different tribal groups are at different stages of development.

Realising' the glaring disparities among the tribal communities and
the need for the development of a class of tribai groups who were in
an extremely under developed stage, at the lowest layer of develpment,
the government decided to pay special attention.to the varying needs
of such groups 'ide.ntified as primitive tribal groups. Altogether seventy
five primitive tribal communities were identified in India and among them
five were in Gujarat. Of the 28 scheduled tribes listed in Gujarat State,

5 were identified as Primitive Tribes Groups.

For identification of the such most underdeveloped tribes as
Primitive Tribal Groups, the Government of India had laid down the

following criteria.

(1) Pre-agricultural level of technology;
(2) Extremely low level of literacy;
(3) Stagnant or diminishing population.
Most of such Primitive tribal groups were in a State of precarious

existence. A vast majority of them lived below poverty line of
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subsistance. Many of the habitations the premitive tribal communities

were located in remote far flung forest areas. Although in contact with

advanced agricultural communities, they almost lived in isolation.
While idenifying such- primitive tribal groups these aspects were also

taken into consideration.

NAME AND AREA COVERED BY PTG.

Based on the above mentioned criteria the five scheduled tribes
which were identified as Primitive Tribes Groups in Gujarat were (1)
| Kathodi, (2) Kotwalia, (3) Padhar, (4) Siddi, and (5) Kolgha. The
population of these primitive tribal groups is 7spread over seven districts
which are declared a Scheduled Areas (Surat, Valsad, Narmada, Navsari,
Dang, Bharuch and Sabarkantha) as well as over six such districts which
are outside Tribal sub plan area (Ahmedabad, Surendranagar, Junagadh,
Bhavnagar, Amreli and Porbandar)

In the beginning the first two were identified in the year 1978.
In 1982 Padhar and Siddi were also added to the list while the fifth
Kolgha, was included in 1983-84.

. The population and the names of districts where they are mainly

concentrated are as follows :

Sr. | Name of Population | , Area
No.| PTG
1. Kotwalia 21,374 | Surat, Valsad, Dang,
_ Bharuch, Navsari
2. | Kathodi 10,546 Surat, Dang, Narmada,
Sabarkantha
3. | Kolgha 40,998 | Surat, Valsad
. | Padhar 21,180 | Ahmedabad, Surendranagar
| 5. | siddi 6,541 Junagadh, Porbandar
Bhavnagar, Amreli
Total 1,00,639
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Socio-economic status of Primitive Tribal Groups :

One of the important aspects of the study conducted on these
Primitive Tribes Groups was regarding their soicio-economic status.
Report of the study has been submitted to the Tribal Development
Department. Main findings are given below.

Kotwalias

The study revealed that Kotwalia's total population was 21,374
persons in the State. They inhabit the rural areas of Surat, Valsad, Dang,
Bharuch and Navsari districts. Their literacy rate was about 17.08 per
cent. They have been always landless subsisting on food gathering,
hunting and purshing the occupation of making baskets etc. Their main
occupation was to prepare articles from bamboo such as basket,
winnowing fan, fishing trays, brooms and bamboo carpet etc. They also
collected minor forest produce such as Temru leaves, Mahuda flowers,
doli, edible roots etc. To supplement their income as well as to get
food supply. They are generally living in rural area, nearby forest in
one or two room's house. They are supplied bamboos by the Forest
department on subsidized rates, from which they make different types

of products and earn their livelihood.

Kathodis.

Kathodi's  tribal population was 10,546 persons at the time of
Survey. They inhabit the forest areas of Surat, Dang, Sabarkantha and
Narmada districts. Their litracy rate was only 11.12 per cent. In the past,
Kathodis were premarily engaged in traditional occupation of making
"Kattha" from the barks of Khair trees. Now, they rarely pursue this
traditional occupation, on account of (1) dwindling of the forest in recent
years and (2) non-tribals traders have now switched over to manufacture
"Katha" through machines in the factories. Their settlements were
generally located either on the outskirts or in one corner of the main
village. They lived mainly on roots, and edible leaves besides porridge
and "rotla" prepared from the flour of coarse grains. Now, they are being

encouraged to take up agricultural activities, rearing of goats, raising
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cattle and poultry. They work as labourers in agricultural and forest
department activities, and also include in fishing, cattle grazing and
collecting. minor forest produces to supplement, their income. They were
fond of drinking liquor. Due to prohibition, the incidence of drinking liquor
has come down, the Kathodis that "they are the progeny of Lord

Hanuman."

Kolghas

At the time of the survey, the population of Kolgha tribe was 40,998
persons. They are found only in two districts - Surat and Valsad. The
literacy rate of Kolgha was 10.38 per cent. Kolghas mainly lived in hills
and forests but they also reside in the plains Surat district. Looking to
the life of these people, one finds them to be a small group caught
in whiripool of deep poverty, unemployment, poor health and sub-human
living conditions. They were mainly working as agricultural labour. There
is hardly any traditional skill which can be attributed to them except
brick making, well-digging and frog catching which they have taken up
in recent years. Their children get engaged in cattle grazing of other
advanced tribals from which they littie earn some sort of livelihood in

kind (mainly grain).

Padhars

At the time of the survey Padhar's population was 21,180 persons.
They were mostly living in the villages lying around "Nal Sarovar” in
the "Bhal" area, (the arid regions of Surendranagar and Ahmedabad
district). The literacy rate of Padhar was only 16.57 per cent. Literacy
rate among Padhar women was extremely low only 10.66 per cent.
Generally they lived in small circular houses locally known as "Kubas"
made of earthen walls and covered with grass on the roof. Struggling
for existence keeps them totally presecupied. The main occupation of
Padhar is fishing. When the monsoon fails, the Padhars get engaged
in digging a special root, which is used as food. This root is collected
from the bed of the "Nal Sarovar" when partially it drys. Many Padhars
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are also engaged in labour work. They have to migrate seasonally in
search of labour work to far off area. Their seasonal migration creates
probiems for their socio-economic development. Efforts are being made
to provide manual labour work near their villages and they are being
persuaded to take up agricultural and animal husbandry.

In order to promote educational activiies among their children,

various incentives are being given to the parents.

Siddis

The population of Siddis was 6,541 at the time of Survey. The
literacy rate among Siddis was 23.04 per cent. Siddi is the only
Scheduied Tribe in the State which are found to have negroid racial
traits in their physical appearance. The 'African' elements in their physical
feature are very much distinct are still persisting. They are strongly buift,
tall, black, curly haired and have thick lips. They are also known as
Siddi Badshah. They are mainly concentrated in Talala taluka of
Junagadh district. They are also found in Bhavnagar, Amreli and
Porbandar (in Saurashtra area) but they are scattered. The main
occupation of Siddis is labour work. Many Siddis are also engaged as
a coolie, Guard, farm worker and in other jobs also. Generally they
supplement their source of food supply by way of hunting, fishing and
collecting forest produces. They are now being induced to take up
cottage industries, self employment activities, and other occupation
relevant in the local areas, so that they may have opporiunities to

raise the level of their income.

The Study Find out

The study revealed that 84.96 percent of their population was
living below poverty line of subsistance 73.91 percent population was
illiterate. Sexwise was 78.04 percent female and 69.97 percent male.
The 94.95 percent of the families were without basic amenities like
bathroom and latring. 78.65 famiies were without electric power supply.
Due to facility of health being exiremely poor and inadequate, a large
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number of persons were found to be suffering from various serious

diseases like cancer, T.B., bronchitis, paralysis, etc.

POPULATION :

Community-wise inquiry of Primitive Groups showed that their
population was among 12 districts of the State. Number of families district-
wise were: Kolgha community 8,807 (42.43%), Kotvaliya community 4,897
(23.57%), Padhar 3,358 (16.18%), Kathodi 2,417 (11.69%), and Sidi
community 1,272 (6.13%). Their total population was 1,00,639, wherein their

were males 51,462 and females 49,177.

With respect to Age-Group, in 0-14 39.79%, in 15-25 18.68%, in 26-
50 32.84% and in above 50 only 8.69% of the total population. This meant

that life-span in this society is low.

EDUCATION :

Totally 73.91% illiteracy was found in Primitive Groups. Education of
10.28% people has been completed. 15.80% people of the total population
are receiving education at present. Therein greater number was found in
the education upto primary level. Even 1% is not there to receive higher
or technical education beyond secondary. Among the main reasons why
the children are not going in school, monetary difficulty, reluctance of the
parents to get them educated, reluctance of the children to learn etc. were

known.

RESIDENCE :

Out of the 20,758 families covered under survey, 20,656 (99.51%)
families have the building of their own. 74 (0.36%) families are staying in
the buildings on rent, whereas the number of families not having their own
building was found to be 28 (0.13%). Only 14.71% buildings that were seen
were concrete buildings, and 85.29% people were found to be residing in

raw buildings, huts or koobas. 16,264 (78.46%) families had one-room
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buildings, whereas 4,062 (19.59%) families had two-rooms buildings and
only 404 (1.95%) families were found to be having more than two-rooms

buildings.
HEALTH :

Out of the 1,00,639 persons of totally 20,758 surveyed families, 448
persons were found to be suffering from various sicknesses, wherein 148
persons had been victims of T.B., 24 Cancer, 69 Asthma, 36 Paralysis,
1 anaemia, 14 Leprosy, 41 Cataract-Glaucoma, 45 skin diseases and 68
other diseases. Out of these patients only 104 persons had received

Government aid for health.

In respect of Nutritious Food Schemes Programme, totally 4,821
families with mother and children below six years had taken advantage of

this scheme.

Among Primitive Groups, totally 306 persons were having physical
handicaps. Looking to type-wise, 203 persons were found to be lame, 47
blind, 20 deaf & dumb and 36 polio. Looking to the method of treatment
9,145 families were found to be receiving treatment in Government
dispensaries, 6,213 families in private dispensaries, whereas 5,400 families

to be going to exorcists (Bhagat-Bhoova).
OCCUPATION :

In respect of occupation of totally 20,758 families of Primitive Groups,
16,978 (81.80%) families were found to be doing labour work (farm-labour,
forest-labour, labour), whereas in agriculture 2,174 (10.47%) families, in
fishery 111 (0.54%), in trade and occupation 276 (1.33%), in service 140
(0.67%) and in other various works 1,078 (5.19%) families had joined. Thus
the main source of monetary earning is being found as labour work (forest-

labour, farm-labour, labour).
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LAND :

Out of the 20,758 Primitive families, only 17.44% (3,611) families had
agricultural land of their own, wherein 1,042 (28.78%) families were holding
irrigation (piyat) land and 2,432 (67,16%) families were holding non-irrigation

(bin-piyat) land, whereas 147 (4.05%) families had unculturable barren land.

The families who do farming, have inadequate and absolutely of

primary category agricultural equipments.
INCOME & EXPENSES :

Out of total Primitive families already surveyed, the annual income
of 540 (2.60%) families was found to be upto Rs.2,000, whereas in the
income group of Rs.2001-4000 2,643 (12.73%) families, Rs.4001-6000
4,990 (24.64%) families, Rs.6001-8000 4,949 (23.84%) families, Rs.8001-
10,000. 3,636 (17.52%) were found, whereas there were only 4,000

(19.27%) families getting annual income of more than Rs.10,000.

Out of total 20,758 families, 17,653 {84.96%) families were found to
be living urider the line of poverty. {Those whose individual monthly expense
is Rs.254/- or even less are to be considered below poverty-line. Taking
this basis into consideration, this calculation has been made. Taking into
consideration the individual monthly expense of Rs.254/-, it comes to
Rs.8.14 per day. It should be thought how they might be maintaining

themselves with this amount.
DEBT :

Out of the total Primitive Groups families, 3,627 (17.14%) families have
been found to be as debtors. With the main reasons of the.debts as erection
of building, social and religious occasions and livelihood expense, 58.12%
people had made debts, whereas behind farming, trade, education and

purchase of cattle 11.88% people had undergone debts.
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GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE :

Out of the tota! 20,758 Primitive families only 5,932 (28.58%) families
had received Government aid. Out of the families who received aid 55.16%
families had received aid for residence, 16.84% for farming, 7.18% for cattle-
breeding, 6.09% for poultry-breeding, 3.88% for new occupation and 2.71%

people for the purchase of medical aid, service or education.

Out of the families which received this aid, 1,808 (40.48%) families

accept that there has been an increase in their income by Government aid.

Out of the total 20,758 Primitive families, 16,957 (81.69%) families
had expressed their desire to do another occupation. Over and above
traditional occupation, these occupations include occupations also which are
new and modern works which are being done by making use of their

intelligence.
GIST :

(1) Among the total population 1,00,639 of Primitive Groups, 73.91%

illiteracy has been found.

(2) Out of the total surveyed families, 99.51% families have their own
building. 90.36% families reside in the buildings on rent, whereas the

number of families not having their own building was found to be 28 (0.13%).

(3) Out of the total population of Primitive Groups, 448 persons had been
found suffering from various sickness. Out of them, only 104 persons

had got aid for health from the Government.

(4) Out of the 20,758 families of Primitive Groups, 17,653 (84.96%)

families had been found to be living under poverty-line.

(5) Out of the total -Primitive families, 16,978 (81.80%) families were

dependent only on labour (farm-labour, forest-labour, labour).

(6) Out of the total families, only 3,621 (17.44%) families had their own
land. Among owned land, 1,042 (28.78%) families holding irrigation

land were found.
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Out of the total land, 16,957 {81.69%) families had expressed their
desire to do new occupation. Over and above the traditional
occupation, they had expressed their desire to do new and modern

occupation also.

SUGGESTIONS :

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

®)

(6)

(7)

In Ashramshala, children of Primitive Groups should be given priority

in admission.

As these people go out of their villages for labour, they are unable
to educate their children. In these areas, separate Ashramshala should

be opened in Primitive Groups.

The residences that are being prepared by the Government for
Primitive Groups should be suitable for their tradition. For this, by
contacting Aboriginal Groups, their suggestions about the erection of

the building and occupation should be taken.

On Primitive Groups area, after taking into consideration distance along
with the population, primary health centres, sub-centres should be
raised. Along with this, peripatetic dispensaries should be raised or
voluntary service organisations shouid be encouraged to organize such

dispensaries by monetary aid.

The rates of wages that have been fixed by the Government shouid

be got executed strictly. Besides this,

Over and above the traditional occupation, if view and modern
occupations are taught to them, they will undoubtedly be able to

become monetarily self-supporting.

If the necessary means along with subsidy and training for the new
occupation that they have desired to start are given to them, their

progress will be able to take place.
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EVALUATION STUDY OF MODEL
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

- BHIKHABHAI S. PATEL

The major base of the uplift of tribal and non-tribal communities is
education. On account of the lack of education, the tribal community has
been roaming in the darkness of ignorance uptil now even at the end
of 50 years after independence. They have been being exploited
economically. Even today, they are being crushed in various ways. As they
have lagged behind than other societies economically, socially and
materially, education has been proved to be the best means for revitalising
these communities which have become crippled in many ways. For the
economic rise of tribal community, to raise them from the base and to bring
them forward socially, education is the only best remedy. The model
residential schools established today everywhere are being helpful in

vitalizing education among children of tribal community. ,

Very few tribal students in Gujarat used to go in particularly for the
field of science in higher education. Therein too their capacity to obtain
admission in medical and technical colleges was negligible. So in its root
were the weakness in the study in science field and the less opportunity
for the study of English. At that time, most of the students used to study
in higher-basic (Uttar-Buniyadi) only and hence used to get more entrance
in Arts and Commerce faculties. There too majority of the students took
shelter of Gram Vidyapiths only. As a result, with a view to bring change
in them and to explore their abilities which they had in the faculty of science,
after services consideration, model residential schools were started since
1986. The main object behind starting residential schools was to enable

them to get admission easily in medical and engineering colleges by
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providing them opportunities in the field of science. At the same time it
becomes necessary to see as to how many students who received benefit
of the residential schools working for so many years, took advantages of
the higher education by entering the stream of science in Std. 12, and
that what sort of facilities and system in the bright opportunities being given
to the tribal students in model residential schools are there, and to what
extent they have been successful in getting bright careers to them. How
far this object has been realized and, if not, whether reconsideration for
the same -is necessary? Also effort should be made to make it more

organised by removing the drawbacks found therein.

AIMS OF THE STUDY :

As in a small banyan seed, the potentiality of a wide banyan tree
is hidden, in the same way also unlimited energies can be seen as lying
as a seed in the tribal chiidren. They can be developed only by education.
Education is an extremely important organ to bring out the essence of
unlimited vitalities inborn in man. The aim of education is to private an
easy way to prepare the child and the whole society for a future life. Briefing
its main aim is to make all-sides development of the body, mind and heart
of the child from the very beginning, to build up her character, and to impart
such education as to cultivate her intelligence and mind, to make her

sentiments high and noble and to make her useful to the society and nation.

Invention of ‘Basic Education' has been called by Gandhiji as his
invaluable and best gift. It is solid programme for the construction of new
culture in India. It really consists in itself the revolutionary vitality for
reconstruction. By co-relating the education around the Productive labour
useful to the child, the industry becomes useful to the child as well as

to the society. There too ‘Nayi Talim' (Basic education) is in a position to
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play a great role in this field. As a part of it, model residential schools

working in Gujarat today are in a position to become useful and amicable

in many ways in the progress of Adivasi community and their children. Then -

M

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

To examine the students admitted in the residential schools working
since 1986, and to see how many of them get admission at the
prescribed standard and how many of them become successful as

per their object.

To inquire that to what an extent the system of education, the facilities
for residence to the children and additional opportunities provided
to them in the model residential schools have been helpful in making

them successful.

To see whether expectations according as the fundamental objects

of the residential schools have been fulfilled.

To inquire that to what an extent the administration, efficiency of the

teachers and other scientific instruments for them have been raised.

To check the results of Std. 10 and Sid. 12 of the Adivasi children

with the procedure of their admission.

To examine the efficiency of the students after their entry in the model
residential schools, appointment of teachers and the students who

have left out.

To examine the disparity of the ievel of education in tribal schools
working in tribal areas and in the private secondary and higher-

secondary schools situated in the same area.

To scrutinize as to what is necessary to improve the quality of

education in model residential schools and what are the additional
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(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

1
activities by co-relation of which the talent of the students can be

cuitivated.

To see what is necessary to be done to make the students participate

in touring mountaineering, sports and other competitions.
To make suggestions about the teaching of teaching staff.

To know which additional facilities are required for the convenience

of residence, meals and teaching of the students.

To indicate what changes should be effected in the norms of

admission by obtaining information about the same.

To indicate which of the model residential schools working in the State
should be given facilities of higher-secondary and in which area new

model residential schools are necessary.

To show whether it is necessary to call special teachers for the

pupose of imparting additional knowledge in the subjects of
Mathematics, English and Science. After knowing this, to show what
changes can be effected in their remuneration and rules and

regulations.

By making improvement on the educational level of the tribal students
keeping in view the above-mentioned objects, to impart knowledge
about preparing a list of past students who are in a position to stand
in competition with other students and who have gone forward for
higher studies in college education, or who have done LT.I. or

Diploma Courses.

In the present inquiry, after taking personai interviews of the Principals,

teachers and the guardians of the students studying in each of the model

residential schools, covering all the 28 model residential schools in the
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State, all the details have been pointed out in the original report pertaining
to the view of the guardians and the students about the model residential
schools, interest of the guardians and the students from the point of view
of the teachers, and what is still necessary to be done by the Acharyas

in model residential schools.

Thus keeping various objects in view, the present inquiry was
undertaken, on the basis of which effort has been made to see in detail
as to how far the children reach the expected target after obtaining
admission in the mode! residential schools, and to what an extent the object

of raising the residential schools has been fulfilled.
AREA OF INQUIRY :

For the purpose of inquiry of the model residential schools, all the

residential schoois working in the State were selected.

in the present inquiry, each residential school is being selected and.
its deep study is being made. Facilities available in them, number of
students, system of education and fundamental matters for them in the
administrative field have been inquired and from them the actual situation

has been estimated.
RESEARCH METHODS :

For the present inquiry, mainly method of inquiry, schedule, observation
and case study have been employed in collecting the information, in context
of which, students were contacted, information was gathered and
administrative information was also obtained by checking them for the
school records. Besides this, all-sided inquiry was made after obtaining
norms of admission presence, food, means pertaining to facilities of
residence, facilities available in the field of education, their results etc., for

which matters separate research method was utilized.
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With a view that more interest by the students in the subjects of

Science, Mathematics and English in the model residential schools may

be cultivated -

O

The teachers of Science, Mathematics and English in tribal areas
should be recruited. And teacher who has knee interest in tribal

student should give preferance in this recruitment.

Good and experienced teachers only in the above-mentioned three

subjects should be employed.
Immediate steps should be taken to fill up the vacant posts.

At present, the posts of Principals in most of the model residential
schools are vacant. Hence by giving importance to this post as a
responsible person, this post should be filed up by local trained

teachers so that the load on the other teachers may reduce.

in place of teachers -on daily wages, permanent teachers should be

appointed.

Even at present, in model residential schools, proportion of the number
of children leaving the school upto Std. 8-10 is too much, i.e. more

than 40%. Hence needful should be done for this.

Close attention should be kept on the study of the students by

appointing responsible warden in the hostel.

Emphasis should be laid on the facility of additional coaching class
by encouraging the teachers of Mathematics and Science in this type

of schools.

When at present the interest of the students has been increasing

towards Science, arrangement should be made such that the teachers
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of Mathematics and Science would stay and would attract more and

more Adivasi children towards Science.

Admission should be granted to the student of the village in which

the model residential school is there.

Sufficient attention should be paid also towards the presence of the
children of the residential schools. Importance should be given to his

presence in each period.

In each school it is necessary that a systematic Laboratory should
be there so that enough understanding about the scientific instruments
may be cuiltivated among the students, and they can get complete
information about the subject of Science upto Std. 8, 9 and 10. This
will enable them to cultivate interest in the subject of Science in Std.

11 and 12, and the student will take more interest.

The environment of the school also should be raised, by keeping in
view the purposes, to such type as the child may not go away leaving

the residential school.

In some of the residential schools, only the common space is utilized

for teaching, residence and meals. So separate facility for each of

these is necessary,

it is necessary that Principa! and other teachers also should be
provided with the accommodation for residence with the conveniences,

so that they can avail good education to their children also.
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