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CHAaPLVER - IX

INTRODUCDLIOR

FRINIRT VE GrOUES

Gujarat renks £ifth among the States of Tndis

in respect o the mpise of Tribal population., Oub
; of the 28 tribal géou;s in the Btate, 5 tribes
namely Kethodis, Kolghas, Kotwalias, Siddis and
Padihars have heen identified as vrimitive Zroups,
These groups constitute the Wweakaest mection of thé
tribal population in the 3tate and hence need
special attention for their develovment:. ine
Minigtry ol Home Arrairs (wribal vevelopment),

Government of Indie had asked all the Tribal
Reseafch Iﬁstitutes in the couwntry to identify the
primitive “ribal groups in their respective Stete
and to und:rtake a detziled study of sach of them
for challting out special programises for thel
development. The Government of Guiaret has also

been @egl deeply concemed with raizing the mbondoi-

of living of dhese jpwimitive tribal o ups as
othners. Yhe report of the Woriing Group on Tribal
Development has mede the following recommendati ns
in r espect of the devélopment programues of *these

groups;

(1) High priority should be gziven to the
programmes of primitive groups in the current plan,
(ii) Voluntary orgonisntions should be nssocinted
in inc resaging measu-e ‘n theoe progremoes, ond
(1ii) Adegumte flexibility should be built into
these programmes by adopﬁing goclety modes wWhers

‘ : R . . }
work has not already been done.’ 4

;ﬂy,..Minis%ry of Home Affaire Gevi.:of India, deport
of the Worsing Group on Yribal vevel opment,iew Delh:
during July, [edium Tem Flan 1973.83, 1.10.
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Our Institute pPrepared th‘e monograpn on Kathodis,
Kolghas exd 3iddis. The monograp h on Kotwalias vas
prepared by the Guja.ra Tribal Development Corporation
The monogreph on .‘E’adhs.rs hed been- Propared about a

year back and .submlt’ced to the State Government., liost
of the dei}elopment Programmes chalked ‘out-iz_n '!:ha‘l:l
‘monogr@-h' ‘for_th‘e bettemnens of "t:'he Padhars as well
as areea. development of Nal ‘Sarovar area had been
'_e.ccep‘t:ed by '!:he. u-overnnent Suggep“t'nd Prozrammes

for . O'ther U'roups Wwere .2lso well utilized by the

G-ove' rnmen-t

'Besides—'bh‘e'se..five Eroups, various other tribes
(espéoi-ally__'ons' of their geographic/gocial sections)
are very badly oPE ec onomically educ s.‘t:.onally and

Boljed
in other gnad.-spherea but they hs.ve not been inecluded
in the Pr:Lm:Lt:Lve J:-:Lbes but two such gfoups are the
H “l wﬂ.n:l‘},. a.nd Dang:. Bhila. We had & feeling that
at ."{_ea.st a case for the ir being considered in the
ffr%e Trﬁ.bes must ba- %lain.e.d Heppily the Tribal .
Developmet_z't Uomm:.ss:r.mer‘, Gujarat alse aakad us to-.-
prepare a monogra.ph:.c stud y on the Bhilsg of Da.ngs.
'.‘As no sys'beme.'ba,c and a.u‘then‘b:.c acecount of Dangi Bhils
has yet be.en.prepared by social scientiats, our task
became & éh;a.llen_ging me. 4n intensive field work was
‘needed t¢ .gat a..firs'b hand Imarledge &b put the
‘communi’ty.'— ALl the available literature, mainly
from “i‘:ht_a Census“Repor“ts, Gazettzers and books ete,
Wwas ¢ollected by ug. Tflen e collected 811 the

«ant

data dmm £ rom the field,

843
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

In view of the poverty of t.he exigting situstior
of this tribe, We wanted to havé en intelligent
collection™of data widich could be neaningful. in
relation to % he pragmatic interests of a development
agency. The chief aim of this study was to know. :';n
detail and in depth about the economic ¢ cnditions
end standard of living of this primitive 'tribe; We
also wented to find out the reasons of their
degrading conditi on“. The idea was that on the basis
of collection of data on the se agpects several
workable measures might be Iuzgested to bring
econcini:i._c bet‘cazﬁén’b to these people. It wes also
felt thet on.the bails of correct assessment of %the
gocio~aconomic situation, proteciive measures for -
the programmes of development of the areng,in which
the partic ipati§n of the group also be séugh't: s0
'I:ha.'t_‘they‘ can be brought on par with other tribal
groups (espe_cially Kqnbis and Verlis) who have g me

ahead in reaping the fruites of the development

‘efforts of the Government,

Methodology:

For the present estudy 8 villages from different
directime of the Dangs district Were selected,
lists of Bhil households from each selected village
were obtained from the v"..llénge Panchaygt Office.
Por collecting data a st tured and pretested
questionnaire was used. It was & census type
suﬁ;y ‘using th,e' recall_ methqu o get the neceasary

information. The informsbtion.Was collectad un s wio
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economic espects, Income, Bxpenditure,

indebtedness, education,ete, Relevant date. was

generally from the head of the household and

_Fhai_tever‘it was not fownd possible, the information

was‘ gathered from another ﬂ'.du-l‘hfmember of the

household. From each villages, 25 houscholds of

Bhils were selected remdomly, Thus a total 195

households were selected for study. The villazewise

"No. of selected households is given in Table 1.5

TABLE 1_.5 ' .
Number of s'e;,gcﬁ.:ed-. ‘Hougeholdsg in the Belected
Villogesg:s : . - .
m_g. '. Nome of The .villag@_' No,of Households
1 Gal Eund - 25
2 Bhenskatrdi 25
3 Jajupada 25
4 Jalkthans 25
5 Halegaon 23
6 Borkhal 24
7T Kudkas 25
8 Subir 25

Total:s 19% -

Apart from this certain ‘information Wag
collectegh‘i;ot;ab'ticipation observation, Hamisehold
survey Was supervised by the author of the Report
thus ensuring the reliability of the information,
The 'Eabuleu‘ti'qn and anclysis of the data thereafter
were also dene by the authors of +the fe;_por‘t:.

For preparing the plan, for development of
“the Dangi B.h:i_la. we approached thé Bhilas and the
conc erned officials at Village,Taluka and
Dis'tric'b levelé land di scussed with them developmen {

pro grammes they would want for this group. The




510 1 e e e Be B

final Development Plen for Dehgi Blile has

boen suggesnted in the last chapter of the Report.
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. The origin of #pe_name of the Dangs is obscure.
In common parlance, the word 'Dang' mesns a hilly
village as opposed to desh, the plain area. There
ig another connotation of the Word 'Deng' which
means bamboo -~ & place of bamboos.  The name is
also associated with mytholozy. It is_relgted to
the Dandakarayana of the Ramaysna. It is said that
during the exilé, Rama passed throwh this area
enrgute to Nasik which is not very far. This versior
gets some confirmation from the fact that the Dengis
understand the gtory of ¢t he Raommyana very well =nd
their folk songs ere replete with the incidents
of that epic., Further, the several plaégs are
associated with Rama and Site in o way or the
other. The Adivasi males end females also have
Rama,;Sita;ana.Laxman as their names. In these
dircumstences, it is difficult to indicate the
exact deviation of the name Dange. But the odds
are that the hilly terrain snd the laxunant bamboo
of f arest growth all over might have given the

territory the name of 'Dangg.1
_{_LDMINISTHATI_]BE HISLORY:

We bave very little historical data about
the adninistrative history 4f the Dangs. ihatever
authertic information is able to gather ig from the
early period'of gighteenth century. When the Gasclwad
made Songadh as his capital in 1721 in the north

of the Dangs territory, the Gaekwgd'came to‘establis}

"some fluid political and administrative jurisdictiomm

1 Gazetteer of India, Gujarat State, DANGS
DISTRICT, Govt. of Gujarsat, Lr,G.h.Fatel,
Ahmeda.bad, 1971 ’ P.14
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over the Dange ¢hiefs and Naiks by advancing loons
to them or by collection of certain shares £rom
the revenue®w.of the villages'adjacent to *he
Gailwad territory round sbout Somgadh., The Thil
¢hiefs mainteined therselves by raide and exacting
blackmail from the rulers of the adjécent
territories. In such incursions and depredationg
their intentidn was net to conquer any territory
vwhich they could have-easily dme in those days

of anarchy end misrule following the disintegrati or
‘'of the Mughel rule 2néd the defeat of +he Peskras,
They were, hovever, anten# to stay in their

forest fastness.->

- The area comprising the Dangs Digtrict
was formerly c oversd by small rrincipalitieg
presided over Byi4 Xaja: and 10 Naiks. The Dangs
‘Cﬁiéftains or Bhil Rajasland Naiks claimed a
étrain;of'Rajput blood, These Chisfe were
indeﬁendenf._'ﬂmcng these Rajas end Naike, the
Bhil Raja of.Gadhvi Wasz congidered ?he senior-most,
He exercised jurisdiction over sbout 80 villages,

Underrthg feudal systen in existence at +that time,

[ the real authority was delegated to Chiefe who-
Were inferior in gtatus and known as Nai%s. After
the acquisition of Khandesh in 1518, the British

i . :
K came into conbtact with the Dangi Raja.sg

"It may be observed that till 1842, British

Government did not interfere in the administrati on

.of the digtricts and Bhil Rajas and Naiks reigned

supreme in'ﬂangs."ﬂfter'the lease of farests in

2 Gazetteer of India, Gujarat State, Dangs
District, Govermment of Gujarat, Dr.G.D.Patel,
1971 » p-3 .

3 ¢ dbvidp.i,
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1842, the Dange district was plmced und er the
administrative jurisdiction of the Golleétor and
Political Agent, Khandesh, Under the garb of
forest leases and by the acquiescance of the
chiefé, the British Yovernment obtained sadministra-

tive jurisdiction ovexr the Dangs,.

-The Bhil Rajas of the Dangs conceded to
the British the right of exploitation of fareste
but retained certain judicial powers, In 1862
these forest‘ieases Were reneWed'during-British
Government excluwsive right in perpetuity at =
fixed rent. The‘Gaikwad claimed certain rights in
the co~shared villazes. On the rec cmmendation of

the Commissions, the Government of India decided

‘that the {(eikwed hed neither fTorest »ights nor

te ritorinl pBseescion in the Danrs territory.
The decigion of Government of Irndia finally
settled the question that Gaikwed had no

adminigtrative authority wer the Dangs, The

direqt'control of the Forest Department over the

Dangs continued till 1902, As a matter of
convenlence the adninistration of the Dangs wag
transferred from the Collector and FPolitical
Lgent, Thandesh to the Colleooctor and Eolitic al
Agent ,3urat, deted the 8th December 1902. As
thgre was Waonton destrurtion-of the forsst wesalth
by ﬁhehDaﬁgis,‘thé Bomﬁéy Govermment appointed

in 1902 the Divisional Forest Officer as

ex_officio Assistent Folitical Agent - in the Iangse

with powers .of a First Class fagistrate. ©On

account of Backiardness in edwation of the
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Dangs erhiefs, the Jurisdiction powers had for
TANY years. been exercised on thedir behalf by
the I-‘ollitical dgents. Tle chiefs retained certain
revenuve rishts over theirw Territories and Gartain

customary rights of gettling tribal diaputes.

In 1925, a proposal was made for
re-transfer of the hezadawarters of the Divieional
forest Ufficer Prom Surat to wasik bub 1% was
negatived by the Governmsnt of Bombay with
effect from November 1935, the charce of Danrcsa

Was transferred from the Folitical Agent, langs

to the newly created Mujarat State Azency whose

headquarter wasg in Bulsar in the former Huret

distriet. Im lovembenr 1943, the Hvisional

Forest Officer was reliesved of his responsibilitief

on the administrative side to allow him %o con‘tinuﬁé
his attention te the incCrensing complicataed .
problems of the forsst wori. Thus anded the

direct control of the Yoreat PRepurtnent ovoer

the general adninistration of the Dangs District.,

Prom the history of the Dangs it will
appear taat the Danges vere never concueresd on
annexed by the British nor Were They cedsd to
British and that they continued o be o foreign
terrifor:y‘ subject to the rights of the Government
as a lessea. The administration of Dangs State
Was ran uwder the Foreigr; durisdiction 4ct |,
"hig position continued 4111 +the ip mergar in
the Indian territory as g Cert of the Bembey
Itnte when Governmant of India took a decision
to mergze Denge in the Iﬁdi&m torritory and +o

form a pert of 4he Bombay Frovinee the Chiafs
~ ’ .
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General at Alwe mrd had probtestad azainst the
decizion of mergéf, Subgequently uwnder Government
regsolution, devanue Depariment the names of the
villages to be included in the District were
notified and posts of & separate Collector and
other administrative staff were sanctianed,
Accordingly the whole of the Uangs distwict was
ordered to coneist of one tﬂluka_only, neme the
Dengs talum with headquartersm nt Alwa, PThree

.
villeges, namely Herpada, Whrpada and. Khokharvihir
originall& formed part ¢f the Baroda State and
after nmerger Were?inCluded in %hs Surat District.
On formetion of the Dongs district, these villoges
Wwere in¢luded in the Dan:s distriet in 1950,
The t ot «l number of villages in +the distrﬁctIWas

then 313 with 24 Seias end 4 Circles,

The cuestion of rights and privileres of
the Chiefs nnd Haiis wos decided in 1974. =nd ths
Chiefe and Haiks of Dlangs cesased to be 'rulers!
end became Yolitical Fensioners under the .new
di spensgation on bifurcation of the Boﬁbay State,
& May 1,1960, the Dangs district was included
' 4

in the 3tate of Gujarat,

PHYSICAL PHATUMAES:

The Dangs district contains only the taluke
of the same and is entirely rural. 'Surrounde& am
all sides by tall trees, thick scrub Jungls =and
denge vegetaion, the distwrict which starts from
the rugzed mouvntain chains of the Sahyadri in
the easgt and descends on the western mide

extending to the edge of the plains of Gujerat Bkn

&

4  ibid.
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State, is essentially = forest region., The whele
of the foreat is hilly. However, » xcept for a
few high hills in the east and south, it is =
magy of Tlat tapped low hills. There is no main
ridge in the area Which cen be called as o
catrolling physical feature of ite configcuration,
The area is distinctly divided into fowr main
valleys of the &ira, %he Furna, the {hapri an<

RE TS

the Ambida riverz., The shmses af thess o

)

are very extensive towards the western aide
and contain compect foraest areas with luxuriant
vegetati on.

In the river sysbten, the Anbika =nd +the
Purnea are imporxtant rivers., T hay ocriginate fron
the Dangs distriect =snd flow threough the Valgad
district to meet the Arabian Hea in the Jest.
Jesides the above mentiommed rivers, there are s
few small catchment-pools formed out of ro¢ s in
the deep valleys of the district, Theze are
Unara, Phamda, Kunda and Zaserpada. In addits on
to these, some small perennial streans also :exist
in the distxict. ‘hege are KXoshmal, Vanar,

Ukhatia , Hezira, Don and Ambapada,

S0IL

Black cotten soil is found in the valleys
and low dande nrd red soil in the urlands, black
cotton solil or regur as it ie callied is a clayey
to lcamy, very fertile =oil 2nd is composed

largely of clay material., It is generally blaci

and contaise high alwira, lime amd magnesis with
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& variable amount of low nitrogen and phosphorus .
The rad soil is light and porous and containsg

no soluble salts of Lanlear, It ig moderately
fer‘l:ilé for agricultural purposes.

Swall lenticular pobke'te of light c¢ream
coloured favertine are noticed along the banlks
of stremms, particularly near the villages of
Chichgaotha and Dhadhwa, These lenticles of
travertine, however, are two small for ey
large scale industrial exploitation, These

deposits can only be used for local lime-burning.
HAaThR SUFELY

Within the traps, the Water lesvel is found

to vary in depth from 6 to 12 metres. The vield

also varies greatly. Growmd water reservol rs
in the traps are =mall and gromd water levaels

ahd cthet features very Within short distances,
PORMBIS:

The Dangs diztrict hag the righteat forest
in t he whole of Gujarat. The picturesqgue
forests of district extended over an area of
1708.25 3q.Xm. a2nd hava righ grovth of tesalk,
Bajad and hamboo and many cther timbher Srecies,
important medicinal plants and the besuty gpots
like Saputsafa, I'he dangs digtri€t is Tavourably
situated for + he grovth of forestry as it lies
within t he bedt of heavy rainfall, It therefora
abounds in dense forestam, ‘The forest is an

emporium of innumérsble varieties of vegetaion,

timker, wools and other medic imal herbes, Tesiweord
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accowmts for a major share (45 percent) of
timbers found in the Dangs, used in ¢ onstruction
and furniture, The teak tree in this region
growvs straight without eany kmote and reaches

8 height of 125 feet. The forest areas in the
district of Dangs out of total arsa (689 3q.Miles
is vB6 =g.miles. The forest area in +the Danse
district sdmeasured 1693.57 8q.X.Ms5. out of

which th: reserved forest claimed 844 .06 Sq.4iks.

i“he importsnt forest products are bamboo,
Sigsam (Dalbergia sisoo), Sajed (Terminslis
tomentosa), haldarve (Adina cordifolia), stc.
Very thick variety of bamboo is known as Kataogs
which at times grows 100.200 feet high while

the thin variety is inown as lanvel which

attaine the height of 50 feet, Othaer varieties
of wegetatioms nre billn (aeglemarmelos),

babul (dcecia arabica), Sivan (Gmelina arborea),

Kudi (Wrightia tinctoria,, Pipal (ficus religiosa
Dhﬁman (érevie asiatica), Limba ({(Azadirachta

'inaica), Semale (Bombax malabaricum); bondars

(ngerstromia parriflora), dhandu (Anogeissus
latifolia), gagggg (Madhwka indica}, etc, The
forest products useful as Ayurvedic medicines
are amarvel (Cuscuta raflexa;, Vendo {Lorautinus
longi florus), mugli {Orchis lhtifolia or
Curculage orchioides), Sonaru (agheda),

Burandu (Lagerstroemia parriflora), Nagpheni

(Sensivisra roxburgiasna), Garmalo {Classie

fistula), Bardan (Terminalia Chebula) and

4mla (Phyllanthus emblical).
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Moreover, oll is extracted from special
quality of grass calle¢ rgicha (cymbopozon
schoensanthus) which ig Ffowmd here 2nd used for
mixing it with scents. In the regerved forests
areas, veople are ﬁrohibite& to settle or
cultivate land. ileserved Fforests are divided

into geveral perts called XUP aud ziven to

Poreat Co-operatite Societies Ffor cutting. Fhe
adminiebtration as well as the responsibility of
protecting these foréests inhabited by Dangis

people lie with the Forest Department. In the
year 1950-51 its income was Rs,22 lakhs which roge

to ®s.400 lakhs in the year 1931-82,

Forests are in the canstant danger of fire,
which generally takes place by negligent smokers
gr by accident or by the friction of two aryni
treecs. it tukes a heavy toll of lives of men,
birdse and beagts. In former days great precaution
were taken When the news of fire were raceive@.
Watchmen Were posted on high hills to keep watch
and to inform the peofle Whenever fire broke
out., Lhey used to out communicate the naws by

at
beating the drums and pointing the flagsg/whicha
the fire broke out.. Yhis arrangement however,

wams found to be inadéguwate since it 44id not

guarsntee the effective prevention. The Forest

Départment has no¥ adopted the modern technigues
and means of fire extinguishing appliances and

fire fighting erew fer extinguishing fire.
Wild life is still extant in this forewst
though ‘gradually decimating. PFormerly the Dangs

forest was & favourits sespot for humitemen and
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Bhikaris, Yiger, the graceful and little big cat;
abouncs in plenty in this region Welf, boar,
hyaena, monkey and wild cat are some cther
inhabitents of thies forest. Among resptides,

huge pythons which can swallow a human bdeing

alive and various species of snakes inhabit the

F————

forests. '‘he biréd life of +this region is
colourful and rich. Different birds are secen in

dif ferent sezsoms.,

The forest and hilly cemtours of the
region which sometimes rises as high as.3000'-
3500 above sea=leval have rendered it possible
for the State to convert some of the spots into

hill gtations.

CLIMATE AND T SMPBRAVULE

Clyvaecte.
he alnimate of lonse is salubrious and

pleasoant during the moenths of Jenuary to March,

. alyout
which is appropriate period for moving ebewst in
the district. Tﬁe 'months from March to Mey are
very hot. During swnmer t he highest <emperature
is 42.,22°C and the lovweut 22.22°¢, Yhe forest of
Doangs is very hot owing to its unique paysical
agpects., HBoth sumuer snd winter are moderate,
During winter, f€from Hovember to February the

témperature is never delow 159 C and }ligher than

3200,
RAIN FALL

South_waet monsoon winde bring rains on
account of +thedr impact with Sahyadri, lemnsoon

commences in June, aldhough sometimes May
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Wwitnessges light showers. deavy rains pour in

from July to September, the ruinfell varying from
oo to_jﬁD“ on = everage. Thus the Dangs hasg

the highest rainfall of all the digtricts of
Gujarat, The rain water flows in the form of
small rivulets and springs which rroc eed further
to meet the rivers Ambiecs and Purna, the %%
bigrest in this distric+, Though a rewion of
high rainfall, the peculiar physical confizuration
entails great scarcity of water in summar.

Flowing in uplands as they do, rivers and rivulets
dry up in summer resulting in en acubte scarcity

of water,

LRANSE QT & COILIUNICATTION :

Twenty years ago transport communication
facilities Were mostly ab‘sen't. The Porest aress
are now caneeted wWith pwea roads. A eixty mile
long metallsd road has besn built between
Bilimora md Ahwa upon whijch State_"ﬂransport
Buser: regularly ply There im 5 gZcod wosd From
Ahwa to Vnzik in ilaharashire vis daputnra, A
narrow gauge railWway line also runs from 3ilimors

to W

shai, HMost of the villanes of Jenzs
Dis‘qric't zre conntcted by romds, the hus From
Ahwa ply to most of the v.llages of the vistrict.
During monsoon heavy 6 oWwnpour renders some
viligges inaccessible from outside. OQut of 511
villages, 282 villazes are linked with main road,
Poat, telegraph, telephone and banking facilities
are also available in gome villages, Befors
twenty years also such facilitieo did not exist

in the villages,
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On every Sunday businessmen and artiscons
from Alwa and neishbourin. villasges hold a
Ny e P EYe e e e e e they sell daily
neceszdties of life., Villagers do most of threir
Week ly shopping of articles like utensils, oil,
clothes, dry..ﬁ_sh, condiments and spices from
this bazar, Sesides, ville.ger.ss alao zo to

Hawapur Tor purchasing daily necesnriidies of 75 1¢

nl TETEOSTOA
TV LA

As per the report of Uistrict Llemning
Board {1984) out of total 311 villages, 68
villages are electrified. Uue to hill tract
and _:Eore;s’c arsern this progromme did hnot succeed
much, Out of total 311 villagez, 247 villages
have primry achoc;l‘ Tacility whereasz 14
villages do not have guch facility., The
children of thece villare= zo o the nesaroy
village having scnool facility, The number of
school-going children are not sufficient in
those villages bzcause of less vopulation. Out
of 311 villages, 85 villages have adult

education ¢ antre,.

JIAEY

The buming question of the district is
Drinking Water, JScarcity of drinking vater is
very scute in summer sgason. Jhere i8 a well
in every village but wells dry-up in s*.mer.
resulting in an acue scarcity of wWater. Quz
of 311 villagzes, 95 villages have covered

under medical facllities, There are 11 primary

Health Centres ond 1 Government idospital in



s 13

the Dange District. Out of 311 villages, 140
villages have nutrition centre from whick
children as well as nurszing Women asre getting
bénefits.

o

=
o

'he azrea of the Dange District is 1708
8q.lMs., According to 1981 Census the populmiion
of the Dangs District is 1,13,664, The population
of the Dmnns district in 1971 was 91,185 which
increased to 1,153,664 in 1981. The population

of the district increased by 20.68 vercent
during 1971-1981, ‘he population of the Lanzgs
digtrict was WB,323 in 1501. In 1961, it
increased to 1,153,664 recording a rise of

519.99 percent during the past eighty years.

The censusvise decsennial growth of
vopulation between 1901 Yo 1981 af Lhe digt-ict
is given in Tanle 1:1

TADLE 1:1

VARSAT LON TN FOBULATION DUsING 1904 4o 1431

Year - Populatiom " Mecade_ Yercontage
vari ution of decade
varieti on

1 2 3 4
1901 18,333 N
1911 28,9456 + 10,593 + 57.78
1921 24,142 - 4,764 - 16.54
193 1 33,495 + 9,353 + 38 .74
194 1 40,276 + 6,741 + 20,13
1951 47,282 + 7,046 + 17.51
1961 71,567 + 24,265 + 51,36
1971 G4, 185 + 22,618 + 31,60
1981 1,13 ,664 + 19,479 + 20,68
1901~ 1981 + 95,331 + 579,59

Source: District Census IImud look,1961,lanze,p.5.



The sbove table shows that throughout the
period, there Was s steady increase in population
except that there was a notable decrease during
pericd bebtween 1911 to 1921, The decrease in
population in 1921 ceneus was due *o severe
epidemic influenza waich sWept over the country in
1918, Thereafter tliere was & steudy incresse in
the population of the Langs diatrict from 1921
onWards. This phencmenal increcase in ropulation
mey be ascribed to several fact ors sk as
fertility of the _Dangé people, decline in death
rate, migration of .peoplie Ffrom neighbeouring areas,
establishment of a number of government offic-ei's

and implementation of government works,

..&ccord.ing to the 1981 Census the population
of Dangs district is 1,553,664, cut of which
1,04,918 are tribals. Thé tribal population is
92.31% of the total populatiocn of district. The
total population of the Denss district increased
by 20.68 percent duwring 1971-1981, whersae the
tribal population inc reassed by 19.19» during the
same period.'ds per the 1981 Cénsus the density
rer Sc.iM,., in Dangs district is €65 persons and
the sex ratioc is 970 per 1000 males which is

higher than the State average of 942,

The tribewige twibal population of the Dangs
district of 191 census is not aveilab le. Accoxding
to the 1971 censgus the tribewise popurlaetion of

Lengs digtrict is given ir Table 1:2.
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TABLE 1:2

TRIBEBYWISTE TRIBAL POEULATION (1971)

g

Sr.No, Name of the Tribe Population TFercentaze |

to total
tribal
population
1 2 3 4 -
1 Eubisg 39,876 45,3
2 Bhils 28,475 32.0
3 fiarlis 12,688 14 .4
4 Camits 3,692 4,2
5 Dhoddes 1,386 1.6
[ Vitolias 689 08
7 Kathodisg 988 G .6
& Chaudhris 101 C.1 !
g Dublas 153 0.2
1C Naiks, baikda 424 O.b
11 Dhorkolis 44 liepligivle
12 Pardhis 11 Hezligivle
82,08 100.00

Source:'Gujaratne Adivasio' by Mustali Hagavi,
LTrival Hesearch and DLrsining Institute,
Gujarst Vidyapith, Abhme dabad,Fublication
Ho.92,1982,

The district is entirely tribal. The mein
ficheduled tribes in the dist:zipt ara Kanbisg, Bhils,
W) Cydat JQPLQQ
ﬁﬂﬁITé, ngﬁﬁEZED&nig tnd Fomits, Deteil deseription

of the different tribes nxe given oz under &

BHILS
The forest of Dangs is lmiown since the pericd
of Hemayana, This part of t he forest has been

mentiored as Dandakarenye in the great epic of
ey e _fourteen

Reme.yana. Most of his exesZe of t¥flve years



is maid to bave been sBpent in these Poraests by
Shri Rema. That, Rems, Lexman and Sita 1iwed here
during their exile in forest, is a common theme

in the folklore of Dang i reorle.

Gujarat has been the home of one of +he
most ancient tribes in India, namely the Bhils.
According to the 1971 Census, the Biils in the
State nu.-;ber 19,48,692 forming 39% of the tribal

ropulation, whereas they cametitute about 44% of

the tribal population of the Dangs district,

However, the Kanbi, which constitute +6 5% of +the
population of the district, had migrated from

Meharaehtrs to this district some 300 years ago.

Since prehistoric. timeé Bhil aborigines
have inha_bi'te&'this region. They were the ruling
class of lend, while Kunbis. Koknas,ete,Were their
ryots. FPrior to independence, the Bhil Ra jaas
wielded much power. The v/illa.-ge Gadhvi was the
e'eafb' of Bhil chieftein, who exercised jufisdidfim
over eighty villages and operated on a feudal
ba-s.i_qb;;‘ dglegating his suthority to inferior
c‘hiefs knewn é.s'. Ngiks. It was Xoknas Who
iﬁtréd-uo'eé. iaei'maﬁen't culd ivation into the hills.
The rela'l::.on between tha Bhil and o-bher m:.grm"c
tribes were ‘bhose of the ruler.and tha ruled
Many & times the Bhil Raja snd his avchers took
posaeasions of ¢rops and cattle, demanded suppli_gs
of food from the Koknss and on some ocoasions even
abducted their girls, Thus there was o rema ik able
co~existence of & politically dominent but
ma'te‘riall‘yr backward rulihg tx':;.be aﬁd subject tribes

who were economically more progressive.



The Bhils of Dangs belong to the Pawar
Bhil group, end their physical characteristics
,éoﬁeﬁhat differ from the Bhils of northern
region; The_y mve ¢close affinity withthe Koli
Mahadevs qf.Nasik,

‘The Bhils of Dangs were food gatherers,

They Were totally unaware of the sgricultural

techniques and for theiw éubsis‘i:ex_:ce they were

'bbtally'de'ppndent‘ on the Kanbis. In the post- -

‘:.ndepand erice era, they had no o‘bher option but

to sell 't:he::.r J.s.nd -t:o ‘the:u:- erstWh:Lle su'b;}ec‘cs

I :..e.-Kunb:.s. Some of the Bhils, how ever,
- Kokned
allovwed the H&e-isb.aa.a/]iunb:.s to cultitate their

lend on tenanc :y-'basis. Most of t he Bhils

mortgaged their land to the Kunbis. Thus most

‘of Bhil land eliensted by the Kunbis, and Bhils

.became their egricultural labourers. There is
& nacked fact that the Kunbisg of the district

are availing of the mejor chunk of the

e developrnéﬁt programmes at the ¢ ost of Bhil tribe.

- The Bhils ¢ onsider themselves still as
the master of Dangs. They do not like to have

much social intercourse with the Kunbis who

had been their subjects. They say ami athla raijs
r (we are the kings of this land}; ami kunwar (We
are princes) or ami neyak (we are chie f£s)

and goi jagirdsr (we are chief holders). They

are not able to understand the meaning of the

sea~change brought-in their fate by the political

social and economic factors., Therefore, they
are not pesyoBeddike regpondi ng faveurably to
the development prosrammeés.On the other hand

the Kunbis and Vanlisz started taking sdventagze
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of the development scher=s meant for the Bhils,

.

UNBIS:

Before the advent of the Britishers, the
first non-Bhil community who made Dangs_ ite
home was Eunbis, These Kunbie were good
agriculturists, their main homelan 4 was the
Kolken region of Westeyn India. From there they
migrated tbwardé the north. In Dangs they used
‘G'o -coﬁie along with their livestock in search of
grazing prastures during the summer, :E‘o:f- this,
‘they had to take permissiom from the Bhil Chiefs
a.nd.‘in exchangae they gave them foodgraj.ns, clothe:
etc. Now they lea‘d'a.set‘aled life and wandeiding
habi‘bs-“aré_ ga.lmost extinet emong ji:hem. The
c_cms*tap‘b vieit o:é fhe Kunbis brought the Bhilsg
in direct contact end Bhils of fered the Kunbis
the status of the subjects and & sked them to
cul't‘iva.'be their land and conmstrurt village.
Because of this, many Kunbis made the Iia.ngs
digtrict their permanent aabod.e7
VARLIS

Verlis . are said to have been inhabiting
the region gince rreiistorieal times. According
‘Eo. Dr.Wilson, 'Varlis' ﬁeana, replanders the
name given in olden *imes to denote the resigents
of Varalat, the sixth of the seven Kokhas,®

‘ - woaxls

fluen Enthfolyen is of the opinion that TF&as-..._:a are

& subdlvlslon of Bhila, since they have meny.

traits in common with'them. Thet in culture,

language and customs.

5 Bave 'K.'J, , -The 'Warlis y 1945, DeSe
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They possess a good amoumt of land. They
.{ are alao economically better than +the Bhils in

] the region. They are good agriculturisis too.
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STORING, RELEPTACLES AND
A WINNOWING BASKET
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CHAPTER IIT

Apvearance

[
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H
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The shile of Dangs veleonn to tha
zroup and their physical chnaracteristics. gounevint
Giffer fron the Jshils of neorthern rezion. The dongi
Bhils have black sitin, big eyes, sharp snd glishtly
flat nose, Well built body, muscular handg and

strong chest, ‘Women do not nppesr to be as strons

ag men, but Women &are most industricua than men.

Lranmg

The Dangi males generslly & recs thenmelves
in & small ioin cloth and very fevw of them wear
dhoti . Liowadays young persons weer shorts or pyjamas
Hales wear.s half sleeved shirt called bandi . The
bandi is usielly nmade of cheap cotton cloth, The
é;ess of Dengi Bhil woman consicts of sari, made
from 5.6 yards of cheap cotior cloth, dark red
or sky blue in ecolour. The fechion of pubtting on sar
is peculiar. It im Worne with & kachhota with the
front pleats and behind, but instsad of tlhe loose
end or palav drapping the sinculders, it is wound
up rowmd the waist., wheir choli is & buttonless
blouse. It is generally stitched by local Larji
Wwomen . Q&hni is 2.3 yardés of dark,féd,dr orchre
colour:s Children of both the sexes generally d&a zo
unc lothed, When they attain the arge of Hub vears
boys Wear shorts or langqt.“The dress of boys smd

girls regsenbles that of their father and mother.

Ornament s:

Dengi Bhil women er: very fond of ornements.
They wear bengles on their hands and gliyan over

elbo as en armlet Bengleg are .generally made of



nickel, though some Women Wear plastic and glase
bangles. The nose ring is called Nath or ¥ali vwhich
is generally of gold or silver. Necklace containing
zlase beads of variegeted colours end coins of
di?ferent denom_ina'bion, like & rupee, half & rupee,
and four enna pieces, Married ¥omen generally put
on hepgdi on legs. They usually do not put on any
thing. These ornaments are gensrally made of silver
and metals, generaily zinc., Males goenerally put on
gilver Kadu on the wrists and eilver buttons on

shiftes or bandi.

Food end Drink:

The Dengi Bhil ususlly take 3 meels a day in
the ‘earla'r noming , noon and night. The staple food
of Bhil ie en inferior millet celled pagli. They
prepare yrotla out of nagli, The rotla is saten with
chutney which ies prepared by pounding green chillies,
Rice and negli are boiled with water for preparing
gruel called bhagar. Coarse rice ie eaten at special
occapime with dal and vegetables. In vegetables
they mostly eat potatoes. Milk is not available
even for babies. Wheat and ghee are considered to
be luxurious for them. They are taking fish and meat.
They eat ée:b‘;f flesh of goe.:b, deer, robbit, wild pig,
e‘t;:. They are also taking flesh of cows end
buffaloes. By the beginning of mensocn the food
stored by them i8 exhausts:d and some have to live
on tender leaves, sprouts of bamboo, roocts and tubers,
They are alsc fummd fomd of lidquor. They are teaking
Mahuve ligquor and céﬁn‘t_ry liqQuor which is made out of
gur end other things, Some .houaeholds are fowmd to be

engeged in preparing liquor,.
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Hebitation and Tmelliinge:

In Dangs D:f.e'brict, wo f£ind clustered houses
instead of scattered houses as in many parts of
tribal areas in the State, Their habitations are
found to be located in multi-caste mixed villages
‘of Kunbis, Varlis,etc. There are very few villeges
which are exclumively inhabited by Bhila., In
differemt villages :l}::ia are living in a group of
ten to twenty femilies and in some cases more than

fifty. In a mizxed village, Bhils prefer to live

separately in their ovn falies {(fali-local name)

4 Bhi) settlement is compmct. The huts are
scattered, DBhils living as they do in a hilly
and forest region have almost primitive dwellings.
It cen be marked out from & distance whether hus is
& Bhil hut. They do not use stones and other
materials ugsed in pueca houses. Their houses have
in thelir front emall rectangular cowrtyard covered
with a shed with & thatched roof., Their houses are
generelly bullt of bamboo strips and wood with
the roof thatched with grass snd leaves. One ox
+wo houses in the whole hilly tracte would seem
‘coveraed with deshi or Mangalore tiles., The floor
of the house is reinforced mud mixed with cowdung.

are covered with

More of the Kanbi and Varlis houses/m# Mengalore
tllee., The doors are made out of bamboo mplite.
Only the houeses built by t he Government for them
have Ma.ngralore tiles on xoof. Usually the Bhil
huts consists of one sll purpome roem. (Kunbis and
Varlis possese & good ventilation faecilities snd a

separste room for kitchen). ~ Such facilities are

not available in Bhil Houses, Most of *he Bhil
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huts are dilapideted and over oonses'be_d. The
population per Bhil house js very large. More than

7 persans per house, in individual cases we have

seen that in many villeges & Bhil house might have

ag many as twWwelve persons., Let us ponder for a
¥vhile as to what thie might mean in terms of.
congeetion, aqualor. and lack of privacy. The Koknas '
end Varlig house are spaciocus and well built compared
to'Bh:L'l dwellinge,., 1In srecting hubt all the menbers
of the family participate., The close kins alsc help
each other while comstrwting their huts, The

houge ie circular ins bape 10 to 12 feet in

dimenagim with a bamboo pole fixed in the centre

upon which the whole structure is based, A hearth

ie wsuslly provided in the middle of the house i
where most of the cocking is done, Drinking water

pote are kept in a corner. Dra:i.nage facilities

are totally absent in the houses. Used water ia

generally torwn around the howses. All the surveyed

houses Were kechoha, The follwwing table shows

the housing ¢onditiome of the Bhil,

LT T

All surveyed houses (1% ) were bamboo huts.

Houging conditions by type of roof ia given in

| Table 2:1.

[ TABLE 2.1

' HOUS I1G CONDITIONS BY BOORS
{1) Thatched roof 99
(2) Deshi tiles 53
(3) Mangalore tiles 43

- s

Total 3 198
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Houmehold Ggoda.

The inventory of Dengi Bhil household erticles
shoWs a couple of sarthen o aluminium vessels for
ctooking , an eavthem pot for storing water, an
eatthen plate for roasting the Rotle (bread). Besides
these they vosazess two té thres baskets &z as
safely m:?or the Miwchicken. The bedding
cmplets of one or two pieces of gunny begs, and
rags generelly lying on & horisontal bamboo bar,
Householde/articles are limited to the bearest
minimum thet cen be hed in the huts of the tribal
veople. Out of totel 1% houssholds only 43
possessed Xhatla (Coir Bed), one steel bed, 7 Table
and chairs, 9 watches, 8 Radio pets, 2 sewin g
machines and 37 bozes. Most of these household
goods Were acquired by them for the first time
during the last five years. The Table 2,2 shovWa

:hmml.tui-e and the number of households who possessed

them .
TABTE 2,2
No, OF HQUBEHOQ@ FOSSIS3ED HOUSEHOLD GOODS.
: Am%%ﬁ P S Fumiture
43 Khathla
1 Steel Bed
7 Tables~-Chairs 1
9 Wrist Watches f
8 HRadio Sets
2 Se\\iring Machin es
299 St&‘;a‘;?Ngte
bk ik
4% Tools of Anbiew
10 Musical Instrumente
26 Lantern Chimney
550 Baskets
142 Grinding Stones

2 Trarchas. s
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Meapons and Hunt to ols
Among Weapons the Dangi Bhils have nothing

except axe and stick. While going to the forest
'bh.o‘y carry the axe. Apart from thias they do not
use other Wweapons. Some households do have sword.
They dc hunting by traps but hunting is regoxrted
to very rarely. Generally the gilol and bow
arrow is used to kill birds. From small‘b’of‘f&f
young persons would carry with them
a gilol and boWw arrows, Fighing nets are fowmd
in almost all the houses., During the monsoon
most of the men and women gzo out for fisghing,
There are some musical instruments in Bhil

houses like the thali, the dholks mmd the flute.




AGREULTURM.-
IMPLEMENTS
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> The. main oocwa.tio:n of Da:ngi Bhiln :I.s
'agz-icul't:m-e, agricultuz'al la.bour, animal husbandary.
fores‘b and other labou:, :Biahi.ng ani hmting,
government  jobs e.nd-col.'lgt_:tion of minor forest
prodwe in that order of importemoe. Dangs is
_gssmfia__.lly é__mo?mt_ad.nous tract covered with'a.ensa
foréété. "JJhey cul‘hiv'a;ta lend in cleared forests. -
Due to undulating terra:.n the fiadlds are on slope
of hills. Agricul'bure is not paying %to acuba
shortage o:f.' water in this wneven end rooky soil
where dus to flowing dowm of water to low lying
landa scs.z"eifly ,6.-’; subsoil water prevails. For
these reasms, the entire distriet is very muwh
backward in agriculture, However, the agriculture
remains the mainatay of the Déngis supplemented by
forest hboﬁi“. In the absence of any agro-baged
or forest-based industries in the d istriots, Bhils
have not developed eny technicel picille. 'There is
no increase in the economic activity as suweh and
therefore thair"e'oonomiu condition has hot much
i.mﬁroi-ed. The ag_riéultﬁral economy has however
wndergone apprecisble change due to the faoilities
and sﬁbbidio’e-provided by the government, HEnder
the trival sub-plen 8hsiies.

hocording to 1981 census there are 20,253
hougeﬁol&s with schediled tribes members, On the
basis of ceneus of evonomic classification, out .of
totel populstion 104,918, 40416 (42,142) parcent
are irﬁrkers,, 1'-1.5 6 (12126 ) marginal workers and
48,28 {50 .656)_ are not worliers. OCut of these total

workera 56,25 percent are males and 23.62 pei'cen-t



ere females. The ratio between male and female
workers is 13 0.41 in Dangs district, Yhereas

the oor;-espana_ing #igure for the total Scheduled
tribes po-pulat:-l..on_:ln the State is same (1:0.41),
The ratic of male and female workers in the State
is 130.21. These figures show that tribal Women. -
have more economi¢ participation. Acoording to the
1981 census the total working population to the
total population in the State im 32.23 percent
wherees in the Dange district, 40.16 percent .

The ratio of working to the total populs_.‘him is 'L'h.—us
higher in the Dangs district than in the State as &

whola.

Of the total members (996) of surveyed
honaeholds. 469 (41.485‘)/“::;11:3 while 577
(53 .525)' persona Were not Working. Out of total
malo yopu:la.'!::lms B2. 21 perzent Were working md
ou’c of total famalea propulation 40 .25 :peroen!: Were

working .

Agriculture, sgriculture labour, foresst
linbéu‘r"‘ and lse-r'lvic es are four ocoupations recorded
withoutmy é‘bher s'uﬁ‘si.dia;-y occupation. Out of
-bo'!';s'.‘i 1‘95' hoﬁsaholds. 101 households engaged in
Agriculture, 92 houeeholds dopend on agricultua.l
labour and 2 howseholds Were sngaked in aarv:i.c 8.
411 the households had not solely depended on @ne
oooupstion.(h’u;n dependﬁ on a.grinulture 1abour,
#Hrest labow and live-sinek rearing with
agriculture "izi varying degreea. Occupational

pattern of surveyed households is givem in Table

331,




o,

housew. Malen Fema lon poepulation
hOlaBo : e . o
1 2 3. 4 5
Agriculture 101 102 39 141
- (37.64) (2031) (30.45)
Aéﬁ-cultyﬁ-al ,
Labour 92 152 150 302
(56 .08) (78.13) (65.23)
Forest Iebour - 6 3 9
(2.21) (1.56) {1.9a)
Trade - 3 - 3
(1.11) (0.65)
Services) - 8 - 8
(2.96) (1.7)
Potal: 1% - 27 192 463

3%

Ocoupatime = No.of  Noreing pepulation Tobal

(100.00) (100.90)

(Pigures in brackets shows the percentage.

The above date bring out further that
forest labour was nevex the principcl or single
occupation probably due to poor results from that
occupa.tich. The ooéupatipn pattern of the working
population ¢f the entire Dmie district also
—s}io_ws the samae tremnd, Occupation pattem of the

Dengs district is given in .able 3:2.
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TABIE 33
AT AL TTERN OF THE DANGS D cT (1981

Qccupations Torsons Males Penales.

Total 104,918 - 53,089 51,829

Populatiom -

Total Workers . 42,12 29,897 12,245
(40.16) (56 .32) (23.62)

G‘u:_l.t ivators: éB'.BSO' 20 .474- 7,856

(67.23) {68.49) (64.16)

,&ériéu'it&ral _

(18 .85) (15.82) (26,24)
748 485 - 263

(1e77) (1.62) (2.15)
5,118 4,‘206 o912
(12.15) (14.07)  (7.45)

-Ma.rgina.l -

‘Workers 12,126 375' 11,751
(11.56) (0.71)  (22.67)

Non-workers 504650 22,817% 27,853
(48.28) (42.97)  (54.71)

dgrioylbures

Zend:

7111 recently all the ¢ultivators were
Govemment lessees. Upto 1970 the o witivatore
did not have ccoupancy rights as the Whele of
Dangs district is covered by £ oreste. The land
was given to ¢ ultivators on ome yar's lease,
known as Patedari system under which all t he 1and
belongs to the government. From 1et January,1970,
Government had given occupancy righte ::7:11 ‘
cultivetars in respect of the lands mder their
cultivetion in 'b'ha protected forests. With
¢ onferment of occupency righta, the mfﬁanais

may feel to have a greatsr siaks im oultivation.
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Statistics rogarding the utilisation of
land throw light on agricultural prospscta of a
'__z-e_gidn. They also determine to some axtemt the
sgriamltural pattern and the prevent agricultwral
:pra.;.atieea. The following table brings o.u‘l: thes

various uses of the land put to during 1979-80,

TABLE 333
LAND UDILISATION OF DANG DISTRIGT. 1979-80
Na.turé of Iaéuid g Ares in ?ercanté.ge
: Hdectares 2ot otal axrea
1 Total area according :
to Land Records 1,772,356 100.00
2 TForests 97,24 56 .44
3  Barren and
mnouls ivated lemd 9,99 5.80
4  ILend put to ,
. Hon«Agricultural use 4,222 2.45
‘5 Barren and cultivable
Jland 2,345 1.36
6 Pormenent pastures
end grazing agroves 414 0.25
Land under trees 29 Q.01
8 Current fallow Ts543 4,38
9 Other fallow 564 0.33
10. Net area sown 49,959 %B.%8

Jource: Distriet Statistical Book, Dsngs
Digtrio®,1981.82, Digtrict Dovelopment
Office, Statistical Branch,Dangs,Ahwa,
0f the totel geograrhical ares of the

.’Dietr:i’.o-h., 56 f;:ercen-b are occupied by forest,

about 10 percent are barren and put 4o none
agricultural use, orly 24 percemt im cultivated

araa,

Lend Holding s
Agricultural practices, land utilisation

crop patberm and aime of holdings are tha

indides which indicate the prospects of

]
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agriculture and gauge the extemt to whioh wvariows
‘agriq"\ilzb_uraj.l reforma ‘have succeeded in their

* objectives. The following teble shews the petterm
of Tand Holding inithe District,

— :
- . TL#JDE 334
PATTERN OF ZAND HOIDING 1980-81 (in Heotares.
'size of Lend " No.of Total ©  Perventag
Holding im . - Households area to total
Hectares, . - in ~ arvea,
Hectares

1 ' 2 S - 4
1. Zess than: 0.5 806 167 0,29
2. 0.5 to 1.0 747 561 Q.98
3. 1.0 to 2.0 1,640 2,485 4,36
4, 2.0 to 3.0 1,567 3 4891 6.81
5. 3.0 to 4.0 1,367 4,572 8,00
6. 4,0 t0.5,0 1,129 5,046 8.83
T+ 540 to 7.5 2,092- 12,850 22.48
8. .7;5'.” 10.0 1,240 10,193 17.83
9. 10.0 to 20,0 1,116 14,438 25,25
10, 20,0 to 30,0 96 2,258 3.5
11 30.0 to 40,0 10 328 0457
12 40.0 to 50.0 3 144 0,25
13 50.0 2m & Above 3 230 0«40
11,616 57,165 100400

Out of total surveyed households 9z
households have no land, 2’3 howeholds were £ound
to possess land upte 1 acre. 22 households having
mndho;ding 'i_.‘l to 2.5 a.cre'a. 36 householde having
‘holding fram 2.5 to 5 acres, mly 5 households
haa_v_e more than 10 aores of lend, The detail is
giverin Table 3.5.
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LAND HOTIDING ACCORDING TQ NUMBER QF HO USRHQLDS

Sime of No.of dArea in Pe-réen‘hage

‘Lend Holding Houae&;[:{ acres . to total
{ix acres) areas
Ll e 2 3 4
Upto 1 Aore 25 24,35 7.69°
1.0 %0 2.5 22 37.35 9.90
2.5 %6 5,0 36 110.07 34.95
500 to 7.5 8 27.00 8.54
7.5 to 10.0 & 36,00 17.%72
Above 10 5 67.00 21.20
Total 3 18 316.3T7  100.00

" The above figuz;e shov. that most of the
households were small and marginal famers. The
lend holding per landholderse is 3 .03 acres mnly.
Only 10 households had moxe than 10 acres of lend

which eccounted one £ifth of .total land holding .

Age old 'I:ool a.nd :melenents are uaed by

'cultivators w:.tho\xt any asignificant change.

Moatly Da.ngi 3hils have a aimple wooden ploug,
\

p:l.ok a.xa gnd ‘_ha:;'row apd_some small implementa

1ike mpades and aicklse. They do not have

impro ved :!.mplembn'f:s. Out of total 103 ouwltivatin
householda almost all posseaaad a woodm plough,

27 houaeholds had harrowr, 41 houaeholds had

. leveller. Those who do not have agricultural

implement ¢ managed to obtain the implememts of




agrilmlture from. 'l:heir nei.ghbour Soma Eunbi and
Tum ATETLY

Va.rli pz-ogresﬁive oultivators ha.vaaimproved,

implemen-hs viz , the Baroda hoe, Karjat hoa ,

e plough, paddy raddler,etc, 103 households

poaaeased 101 Bullocks giving @ average of

nearly one., Not a single household had possessed

an irem plough, it sho¥s that the irom plough has

not been sble to replace the wooden plough.

Srop pattem:

. The Danmgi Bhila meinly eultivate 2604
¢rops as they produwce for consunytien aﬁd ﬁot

for sale. For 't:h:!_.is“ reastn cash erop cultivation km

has been Quite negligible, in Dengs area. T he |
' |

|

erops grown im. the District are nagli, rice, vard,
mad, uwdid, Turer and inferi or millets like bamf|
end‘ kodra. The Bhils mostly raising n’a.gli,

Vari, Udid and Khursani, There are no garden
crops but sone cultivh‘borsf have been inspired
‘to fake up fruit crops like mango, guava and
kaﬂdj_ lime. 4 few cultivators had initiatqd the
clrultivatim of vegetebles like bringal, tomatoes,
¢hillies, cauliflover in ths i» kitchen gardens .
In upyer Denga Whaa.'!: is grovn by some cultivetors

bu‘b in a- very small quantities.

The coropping pattein of the Distric+ for

the year 1979-80 is as wmder s
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R DTBRN DANGS DISTRIC® 1979-80 (Heotares).
', Sz_-.ifc‘:_.-- _— ﬂ:':'rppé : Az;;eaa Percentage.
A EQQJ!..EM

1. Rice " | 5,500 11.12

2. ¥heat 100 0.20

3. Jower- 400 0.80

4. Maize 400 0.80

5. Ragi 15, 200 30472

6. Inferior millete 9,400 19.00

(Nagli yVari,atc,)
7. Chillies 100 0.20
'31,100 “62.84

B. EUISES

"1, Tuver 2,800 5,65

2, Uasa 3,300 6467

3. Other pulses 1,900 3,83

. 8,000 1615
€. OIL SEIDS 4,800 9.60
D, drmn 0IL SEEDS 100 0.20
‘B. @RASS . 5,500 EEETIRY"
Etd:a.l. - 49,500 21,01

'Eha a.bdva figu:res show - that food Orﬂps
,,cma-l:rl:uted 79 pereen-t of the total area soWn in
‘bhe d:i.a‘l:rictf Only 21 ;pmrcent undar non-food erops,

K The field data of the 103 cul'b:l.vatora alec
ahans the simi.‘m.x- 'trend as is in the Die't:rict
The ¢ropping patter;: and yield per acre wder

different ¢ rops is given in Tabdble 3:7.

.a10




Crop _ drea sown T otal. - Yieid
IR - in acTen Yield Ter adre
{in Tonnes) (in Eg.)

frxa . :

Paddy(Bhat) 26 .10 41,67 160
Negli 122,05 170 .87 140
Vari 102,15 19.30 140
Udia 24,07 24,07 100
Tuver 22,00 26 .40 120
Kharsani 20.00 24.00 120

O b i g L™

36137 301.31

The above f:.gures show that all the householﬂa-

raimed the food orops. The texture of soil is Bo
. i

rpowr and farming practic egy\’sq backward that raising.
'JI

of non~food cropas is out of question. According !

:
H

to survey, dll the crops were single, as double

énd mixed crop is totally absent. Area under all
fype of'n'rdiné “aébording to household survey Ware
raised in Kharif deason, whereas not a single
household raised a rebl e rop. Principal kharis
crops are pa&dy. ‘nagli ard vari, cultivation of ;
rulses like Vdid, tuwer and ‘gream being 1:mapﬁt,rr;a,‘t::i.w;re:l.d
mueh lesa. Some households have raised the -
Kharsanil (one kind of oil meeds}. Not a aingle
household had irrigetion facilities.

All the fowr rivers in the Dengs, ramely, the .
Purne, the dmbica, the Gire and Khapri whioh flows i
through hille end dsles turn dry after the monsom."
There are no checkedams congtructed over them -

with the result that little water flows in them

after mongoon, There. is thus no scope for irrigat:.o

TP—eermia ., mn.
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by csnala. Thus all Dangi cultivators mainly depend
on monsoon rains end eas s resul mostly khaﬂf-
¢xrops are cultivated, Their lend ig alse sloppy,
80il erosion ccours on a wide ascale, Thia adversely

affects the soil fertility.

Due to lack of irrigatiom facilities and poor
soil yield per acre is naturally very low, The
vield per acre of paddy ia 160 Kg. whereas thae
yield per scre of Nagli and Vari are 140 Kg., The
etaple food of Be:ngi Bhil im Nagl; and Vari, mo
¥hatever they prodwa 'bheyc emeuned, They sold

out Khe.rsani cn.ly. Those Who rai sed chillies,

6
brin;jal{\and oauli:flotter s0ld out-in %the Weekly

market,

m B of o tigy s

Shift:l.ng cul'l::wa.ticen Wag practised ag a way
of 1ife in the past, For‘bunately the practice of
shifting cultivation is almost stoPped and th
People are now sottled in cwitivatien, Gul‘b:.va'l:ion
is ca.rriad on partly by digging, partly by rude
ploushing and partly by wood ash. The methods of i
cul‘titation are m primi‘bive wherein cmltivators ‘
uag_ogtt.‘_x.e-weoden-ploughs to cultivate patches of
£1at or wdertaking flets. Moet of the Bhils

employ hendeplough for cultivating steep ‘area,

Cne of the interesting method of &‘ul'bivaticn
:fo.'l.loWed by Adivaai cultivators in the Dangs is
wha."b is knawn as‘_'::_'a.b' c¢ultivation, The rlants
and shurba along ti;.i'bh branches are looped sng

allowed to dry up in\the field along with cow-dun'g..
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Ppractice most of the cultivators keep reserve
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Whan sufficiantly dried they are burnt along with
-but'l:s of pla.n't:e tha.*!: remein in the fj.eld after
previous harvesting« The field is therea.fter
ploughed and :sown with peeds., Thig Proe esa':l_.s known

ag rab cultivation.

Sowing operations start during the month of
June for Eharif .orope and in September or October
for ra.bi. ‘Bafore hnrves'ting, the land is ploughed
twice oxr thr.ioe after the 8eedlings are ready, They
moa‘bly broadcast ‘the -eeda and 1aft to grew “on
their o\m. Aftexr trmeplanting, 1€ there im no
ra:‘l.n.fa_il.lr ;sraedlix_zgg mostly destroy. Q-enerally no
ire‘adizié ‘dg dene By them. Due to poor ecenomic
cmditione no ¢ homical fertilizers and improved
varieties of seeds are used fof thaese erops. Very
few progressive farmers have been using impro#eé.

seeds, manurea and fexrtilizers, As a ganeral

stock of +the producé for sseéd ard use it in next
season. Some cultivators purchased seed from
vi;lage-shoias; or from cooperative sccieties,

The Bhile usec. -locai seeds. No cne hag adopted the
improved varie?;sr.of 'éegd.- Because of their poor
economic condition, they rai-ely used 'hybrid_'saeds,

fartilizers 'aﬁd pemticidea,

- Agriculturel cperatiors of sowing, trans-
planting, threshing, hazl‘v;.ellst‘_ing and slagh-biurn
method of cultivation involve labour charges.
Moet of the Bhils households helps each otb_.ezj
at the time of cultivation, In our surveyk,6

Bhil houeeholdere Who berroved t heixr neighbour's



" Re. 10 to 12 per day. e agz:l.cultm is not meeha.nisec

al’i
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agﬁcultural implement s. Not only Bhils but even
Kunbi or Warli houeeholds received aid in the form
of menua.l labowr during sowing and harvesting
Opnrat:lqna-. In different agrirultural operations
i;i'red‘hbotrers were paid in kind. In trans-
'pla.n'!:iﬁg iia.'ddyj',- the labourers Were paid in kind
1.8, 2 t0'3 Kg}_ raddy. Similarly for threshing

operati ons thay used to receive graine of nagli

by way of wages. It is aignificent to hote that
malea and females :Eee.eive equalmagea. Qut of total
103 oultiva‘bors, 33 householcia .h&ed a8 pair of b
bullooks each wh:i.le 35 households _had only one
Bullcck: each. The familias withow bullocks hired
'bhem from neighbours or ra:latives in 'tha village.
A pa:l.r of 'bullock can be hired at 'hhe rate of

. Eullooka are uaed for agric ultural Sperationg.
-‘ Some familiea kept the buffa.lo for agricultural

op erat ima e

éaﬂ_xl_u:.e:._.l.&__zbou

. &g stated above, the Bhile also depend on g
) agric‘ultural 1a'bour to a great extent . Dug to lack gl
.of irriga.tion fe.c:.litiea and wnec onomig- lan&holding '
they do nd: get emplcyment as agri.culture labowr _
_ werk in all the yae.r round, During ow inve-tigation,
11: Yag. found ths‘b in the villagefip they are usua.lly
- enga.ged in some: speci £ic egriculture operatiom ,
vig, sowing, wgeding an‘d ¢utting of pagld;_r. In
'bh_a.villagee they arse generelly paid in kind. In
moet of the villages when thé Kbarif Seaam sats in
-I:he V-'llage Sarpench, the Patel and some a‘l:her
leading persons of the villsge sit together a.nd
aebidé fha wa.é:e rate of mgriculture labowr for +the

looal labowrers. TFor all sorte of agricultural !



*Bdhadulad Tribes“ih the State, 5 groups} namely.

€

/;a;aliaa, Siddia and Padhara +
' ‘The

“”{The present.reﬁort is based on the date

-coilé;tedC#hrough & household survey covering

Bhil fhmiliee 11V1ng in the Dangs district. Bhil

-?
.:m. g

iforast labour ﬁﬂu view of the precarioua

are neaeeaary to improve the sooio-aconomic status

‘Jj"

of the Bhil
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(- Report could.be prepared in & satlsfactory mannex,

St ;Any_i_ amoun

of-,\;‘b_z"é'l_s ;6111& Anot'.'b_e enough to express
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work they are paid in kind. They are paid for
*Hatia® (locgl measure, cme Hatia eontains -
npi)ro;imtély 600 grame of grains) of Banti ,Kodrea
and Bhet {paddy) to one day's labouwr. Four Hatia
mesns 2.5 kilogrems which in temes of mmey is
Rs,.4 .50, Sim:’Lla:Ely some persons are paid 3 Hatia
of Tuver, Vari or Nagli for one day's labowr work.
There is no distinotion in the wage peid t o meles

and females,

As stated earlier they do not get all year

il

round employment in the village. They are, therefore;

required to migrete to the comparatively more
brosperous areas or towne in search of labour worc.
The Dengi Bhils generslly migrate to Valsad and
Surat Districts in sugar factories for labour work.
For this work, they are attached to & middlemen
who oarries them to & particular puger factory.
Usually they migrate with the family members
incluvding their children. The wage rate prevailing
in the suger fa.c_to:;-y ia Re+14/= per cutting of

1 tonne eugarcsne, On an average two persons cut
one and half tonne sugar cane in a day. Thus one
person gets about Rs.10/- per day. The period of
migration ies usually six to eight months. The

vork §f :agrirultui'?a labow is @essonal and mrailahle‘-‘
only during the Kharif ard Rabi seaeson. Usunlly
they return to their native plece before June.
There are many tribal and non-tribal labow
contractors who are carrying the Bhils for work
to different places. Moet of the time Bhil

labow ers are exploited by these contractors,
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It was obmerved during our investigation that each
nmm labourer pays Rs.1 to 2 daily to the
middleman Who has given the job Work. Semetimes
these cmtractors advance them mmey which is
.deduc'i:_ed fram his payment, Due to this phenomenen
one has to attachthe cmbractor from whom he has

taken advance/loan.

Apimel Husbepdary,

Cattle ia the main assets of Bhnile, The Bhils
cowmt their weslth more in terms of cattle they
posgess than in terme of land. ‘they cultivate,

There is abundance of g rage in the District. The
Dangis do not find it difficult te feed their
cattle. Bvery Dangi Bhil family has atleagt 8 cow
and a pair of bullocks ¥hich perform a variety of
functions. 4s agriculture is not mec¢hanised bullocks
provide drought 4polter for agricuwlture and carting
timber or to carry wood foem foreats, During tha
Burvey a census of cattle and poultry waa undertaken
and it was . found tlmt altogether the'cattle numbered
611 {including ff-:‘:e!:%a) Which mesns that an average
household possessed 4,15 cattle. The details of

cattle are given in Table 3:8,

TABIE 3:8
GATT IR POIYESSED BY HOUSEHOLDS

Livestock/Poultry No.of T otal No,of
hold i ‘

1. Cows 67 91 (14.59)
2. Buffaloes 9 9 ( 1.5)
3. Bullooks 68 101 (16.5)

4, He buZTaloes 52 52  (8.5)
5.. Calves 42 66 (10.8)
é Goats 37 6 {(10.9)
Poultry 19 225 ( 3.6_9)

611
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The above figures shows that total live-a'bock
pOultrya ccoun'bed 37 percent. Buffaloes are
valusd more than cows, the preference for cows
both for milk and supply of draftq.gﬂsér in the
form of bullocks asccounted fof 15 pe¥cent of
total livestock. They kept cows for milk but
the milk out-tumuﬁ the eova are very less.
Simila.rlin goata are reared in a larsze number for
milk and meat in view of their negligzible
mintenimee coat, Maintenance of live-stock in
this foreet region is not expensmive since grass.
and other cattle feed are readily aveilable from
the jungle. However, in monsoon. they have to

maintain livestock by buying fodder from the

merket, At the end of 1985-84 there Were 34 milk

cooperstive societies in the district. For effective i
dairy development in the district a Federation of 4

Dairy Cooperative Societies has been established.

to Vaguadre Dairy Alipore, Digtrict "alead, There

are three poultry aooieties oxistirg in the diatr:tot
emmm For ore or other reason, these

eccieties have not been succemgeful,

Zorest ILabour:

The Dangi Bhils depend omn forest from
the oraddle to grave. For their food, fuel, i
homwme building meteriasl or grazing cattle, they
depend on foreat amd foreet products. They eke out
their livelihood by forest labowr . Their cccupation
in the forest is mostly simple manual lebow

invelved in ®ree felling timbers. T he Forest
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owpes

Department gi'é'es ouw by rotation for felling

timbere to the Forest Cooperative Societies, The
Bhile have become the members of the Forest
Cooperative Societies. They employed es Workers by
the Cooperative sccieties. The duration of forest
.le-bom‘/;smonths to the maximum though a majority 1

of houssholds pursues it for three to fHur months

et & stretch. On an average one household eams
from Re.50 to 100 per manth. In summer season also }
they get some work in forest, such as digging pits,
plantation, weeding and fencing ete, Those whe

have become members of Forsst-Cooperative Societies
are agsured maximum work and income from their
respective societies., At present at the ang of
1985484 there are 32 Forest Labouwr Cooparativae
Bocieties (including Sengh). These Sooieties
provide the employment to the tribals, J?r_ior to
independexice, the Wwork of felling the trees in
forest coupes was entrusted to contractore who
exploited forest labow ers and huge profita.
HoWever, after indepkndence, it waas decided to

stop the exploitation of poor Adivasi by Poreat
Contractors, For this rurpose, Forest Iabour
Cooperatives were formed. In the Dangs, the first
fordst Labow Booperative Society was met up in
1949 as a result of the efforts made by the sscial
Workers like Shri Remjibhai Tulsibhai FPatel and

Shr»i Jmgatrembhai Dave.

Forest Produce
The Bhils of Dangs are not in a poaition

to eke out t heir living throush agricultural
produce only. They have to depand on differant

Y
types of forest leaves, flowers and z-og for a

congiderable part of the year., The different types

v v
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of green leaves beirg collected by the Dangi Bhile
are as vmder 1

(1) Mola, (2) Tera, (3) Chai, (4) Chuchuchi ,

(5) Tandaljs (6) Candei (4) Mata (8) Xava (9}
Goidi (10) Sevals.

- Besides these two types of ro ofs,which are

aveilable in the forest for whole year, Theee roote
are collected by Dengi women. Theee are kmown ae
(1) Vajkand and (2) Kadu Xend (Wi1d antion). Theae
roots after collecting from forest kept in running
water at least for twelve hours, and then they are
boiled snd eaten. These wvocotas sre consumed by

all the tribeas of Dangs Dietrict but Bhil remain
depended on theme for st least tWwo 4o three montha

in a year,

Other minor forest produce theay are collectirg
include Gum Eedaya, wWhich i@ extracted from Radaya
tree, bidi leaves both ashitro snd timpu, baru,
Kervi, oilseeds like Karami and doli ,flowere of
mahuda, honey, wax,etc.

Apart, from these some variety of grasses are
available in the forests., T he important gresses
in these forests are Bhatado end Yotado which are
relished by the cattle, = osha grass grows in
higher slppea of the high hill along the eastern
bowmdary of the Dangs. Rogha oil is prepared
therefeen for use in manufacture of scents and
medicines,

dpart from agriculvure, and agricultural
lebour, Bhils are slso collgeting minor farest d

produc ea"'%a.nd work as forest lebourers. They do nat
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collect forest produce only for '!:hgir ovn
consumption but also sell certain produces t o
earn caph income, but the share of incoma from
the sale of minor forest produce in their total
income ig very meagra. G-e;nerally, the Bhile sold
the minor forest prodwes to the private (local)
traders. It was reported that the tribale are |
not being paid the right price by tha private
traders. In the report "Role of Minor Forent
Frodwe in Tribal Life and Culture, n

has mentioned that the Dangi tribals eam only
4.0 percent Prom minor f orest produce and 15.3
percent income from Wood cutting. These figures
¢learly indicete that the mext to agriculturas,

8 aubstantial portion of %the total income was
from the wool cutting ard collecting minor forest
produdes i.8, 19.37 rercent., It shows that the
forest also plays an important mole inm the

economic life of the Bhils,

Othex Oce_g_g'ati ong 3 .

Only 2 households are found to be engaged
in'trada. They are running anall potty shop in
the village. They mainly deal in + ‘5,{§ric a,
nagli, dry fish, oil, hidj s0tc. Two persons wewre
serving in Forest Departuent as a beatzuard,

During our gtudy it was found some Bhils ave

serving as Peons, Drivers and Primary School

Teachera, Some Kunbis and Koknas are in gobemment

service of Talati, Teacher, Peona,Drivers, ste,
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Bconomic Condition:
Ancome:

The sources of the income pregented &
complex pieture.Sinoe -along with agriculiure most
of the houssholds also pursued agricultural labour,
forest labow, raising—‘of livegtock etc. The Bhilsg
mos%ly depend on agricultural J_.abour, forest labour
and agricultmre. According to the survey, the
average annual inc ome of the household amounted
to Ra.1,816 and for 966 persons Rs.355 per capita
annually, The sowcewise income of household is

given in Table 3%:9
TASLE 219
SCUKCHEWYI SE INC OME (Ig RBupess)

‘Bources hiﬁiﬁglﬁar Egr: ?‘:;?ggnc onme
Agricultural
income 443 24.3¢
livestock 60 330
dgricultural
Labour and other
labouxr 627 74,53
Fishing 19 1.05
Porest labour 435 25 .96
Forest FProduce 11 0.60
Trade & Comme res 34 1.87
Services 97 5.12
Others 94 5.18
1,8 16 100 .00

The above Pfigures shos that agriculture,
agricultural labow mnd forest labow is the
mainstay of the people. Of the total income,

B3 percent earmed from these three occecupations,
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Other occumtions togethaor contributed 1o percent
*towards the total inc ome of the hougehold,
The diatribution of households according to

inc ome group ranges is given in Table 3:10.

ZABLE 3:10 |
DISTRLBUT ION os; HOUSEHOIDS ACCORDING TO JNCOME GROTE
Income Group Noa.of Percentagze to .
(Rs, ). Householda total
Less than 1,000 50 25 .64
1001 to 2,000 83 42,56
2001 to 3,000 32 16&.41
3001 to 4000 19 9415 J
4001 to 5000 4 2,05 'i
Above 5,000 T 3.59

=t e oo L P

195 100,00

The above figures show that 50 households
or 25 percent have an income of less thanRe, 1000/
Nearly half of the total households have sn amnual
income between Rs,1001 %o 2,000, Unly 7 howseholds

have an enjual income more than Rs.5,000/..

Dimengion of Povertv:

In the case of Dangi Bhils a painful and
grim reality of starvatiwm exists for néar]y the
entire community, as all of them are below the
povarty line. The rerspective planning Divieien
(PED) of the Plamning Commission, Government of
India, (1979) has worked ows poverty lines for
India at 1973-79 prices Rs.61.80 par eapita per
month for wural areas and 71.30 per capita per
morth for urban areas., Lcoording to this poverty
line almoat all the Bhils household surveyed are
below tie poverty line (Rs.30.38 per capita per

month) .
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Nearly 61 percen+t of the householda covered
in tihis etudy have repertg’d veriolis of starvation.
Starvation reporting households is one Wherein
mem bers starved throughout the day, i.a. missed
both the meals, for some days and in addition
miesed one meal a glay for some other deys during
some pert of the year. The incidence of gtarvation
ie yarticularly high during the monsoon season.
The dstails of atarving households are given in
Table 3:11.

TABLE 3:11

STARVATION PERIOD ACCORDING TO QCCUPATION,

No.of Days Cultivators Landless Total
Total Total Total Dotal
families popula- Ffamilien POPL=

tian : : lation.

Nearly

‘30 days 25 1185 26 117 49 232

Hearly

50 to 60

days 10 60 60 330 T0 390

33 - 175 86 447 119 622

R S S S 0 R M e e o At b ok e o ik ke e e o e e

devel of Congumption:

The pattern of comsumption of surveyed

household is mxamined in Table 3:12. Generally
they eat whatever is readily availeble fwrom
coarge to edible leaves when nothing else is

available,
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TABIR 33112
CONSUMFP ION PATTERN OF SURVEYSD HOUSEHOIDS (Rupees)
Item Annual Percentage to |
Exp enditure total
per
Panily, .
Food 1,172 62.95
Vegetab lna ,Meat, BEges 53 2.84
Milk 37 1.99
Camdiments 81 4.35
Fuel . 4 0.21 i
Clothing/Foot-wear 265 14,24 '
Tobacco & Liquoxr 153 8,22 ‘E
Bduwe ation 13 069 |
Social-Religzious
céremonies 21 1.13
Miscellan eous 63 3.38
Ra. 1,862 100400

The table 3:12 reveals that. of the tatal
ho.usehold expenditure, nearly 72 percent is spemt |
on Matc. After fool the other itams ere clothing
and ligunr on which silzable expenditure ig incurred .

by an aversge Bhil household, The annual expendit ure

per family is Rs.1,862/- end por capita per month

e

expenditure is Re,.30.36,

e e 6 i

Assets:

Financial assets comprising movabla and

immovable property in the form of housas, livestock:s;?ffé

agricultursl implements,ets, wore valuad at
Re.7,64,664 which comes to £8+3,921.35 per how ehold . j

Particulars of assets is given in Table 3:13,
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TARILH >3 12
FINANCIAL ASSETS OF SURVEYED 0 USRHOLD
Aggets Value Per Percentage '
household to Total
7 sgseta,
1. House 3,40,575 1,746 .53 44 .54
2, Livaestock 2,81,26%8 1,442,38 36.78
3. dgricultursl
implement s 17,008 87.20 2.22
4 Utensils and _
Furniture 1,514,533 587.34 14, 98
5 Mispcellanecus triz, )
11,286 57 .87 1.48

Total: 7,64 ,664 3,921.52 - 100,00

Indebtednegs:

The data was collected regarding borrowings of
surveyed households. Out of total 195 householdsg,
87 (44,6 percent) howseholds ¥ had incurred debt, The
average debt per indebted household was Re.733 /., Out
of total borrowings 7T0%(Rmx&t%} (Be.220) was in kind.
The sourcewise and purpose Wise debt are given in

Tables 3:14 and 3:15 respectivaely,:

LABLE 3:14
SOUKCEWIZE BORROWINGS {per Household )
Sourcae Amownt of Parcentage of
debt (Rs,} debt to total
debt, .
Money lenders/Traderes 232 31.65
Government 278 375
Banike 138 18 .83
Co_op.Jocieties 71 9.69
Relati ves 14 1. 90

o A

Total: 733 100 .00

-—--n-—-—u—----—nu——n--n—l——
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The above table shows that loans acquired moatly
from Govermment, loney londera cum traders and Banis.
Relatives provided neglisible proportion of total debt,

TABLE 3:15
EURPOSE.WISE BORROWINGS {Per household)

FPurpose Ambunt Percentage %o
in Rs. total
Home Coneumption 225 30.42
Purchaaa of Cattles 410 55.94
Current farm expenses 8 10.64
Sociel ceremonies 22 3.00
Total ¢ T33 100, 00

---'...-........._........--..._--..-.__--................._-.......__..-...-_.....-....,.....e....__......-__. 8]+

'The above figures showa that about 67 percent of
the debt incurred for productive purposes. 33 percent
for unproduetive purposes like household mn ¢ onsumption
and social ceremonies.

The above discussions reveals that economically
the Bhils 1liMe an uncertain precarious poor LiFe, los+
of them are unasble to make both ends meet, It is quite
cloar that inspite of Working Lard and even aftex
polling their earninés fﬁom different sources they are

get Foy o |
wnaeble to ﬁ%&% basic minimum need ﬁ!ﬂgg-thair f;;é&iﬂéi

Pgmpd ¥y,

s
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Bizﬂ:h:

No prena’cai ceremonies are performed. An
expactant mother usually cantinues to Work in the
house and on the field, The child is gEenerally
delivered at her in-law's place, No treined midwife
or dal is called to attend the delivery of a child,
Generelly a Dangi Wwoman yroficient in this work
performs the function of a midwife, Nowadeys, in
complex cases when medical help is essential a
doc¢tor or a nurse from Ahwa is called, The bomn
is bathed with water, 4 birth of girl is not
congidered &g 8 burden upon the family but the birth
of a boy i more Wwelcome than that of a girl. On
the f£ifth day of the birth of a boy and on the third
day ﬁigasé of a girl, a ceremony called penchuro
is celebrated in which the midwi fe applies red lead
on & stone and write the names of &if ferent Goda.

4 child is given & name eccording to the name of the

day on which it ia borm. Generally parents, midwife

and other relatives give the namne,

Marriage:

Marriage is performed when the Bhil . boy
attaing the age of 16-22 years and zirl 14-18 years,
In gselecting mateh, beauy, money and the status
of the family are the main m&%%& gettiﬂg -y
good epouse., Prior to Independence the child
marriage Were common among them. The engagement is
called pen. Barring love marriages other form like
marriage by abdwtion, capture, -exchange are not much
in vogue. HoWever the cases of marriage by capture

or elopment are found ard receive meanction by the

commun:ity, The children of a brother and sister,
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rarticularly the son of a sisbter and daughter of
& brother can Entermarry but the children of two

brothers end sisters cennet intermarry,

The marriage propozal generslly comes from
the boy's side and i both the parties agrse,
engagement locally called pen is fixed without
eny ¢eremony. When ths engagement ig ecttled,
“the father of the boy pays to the girl's
Ra,50/= and retumms to the village and declavras
that the date ia fixed for pen. This is callesd
ballven., After a few daye moti pen is said
to be parformed when *he boy'e father viasits
the girl's faother and again rays RBs.70 to 100.
During moti Pen ceremony relatives are invited
for drinking liquor which has now beem rep lac ad
by tea, For motipen the bridegroom's party goes
to. the bride's place for fetching her and staye
there for & whole night, For the Very cersmony
of pen (engagemen'b), couple is =llowed to live
together. After a period of five to six monthe
& axrm feremony called ans ie performed whereafter

. the bride remains permerently at husband's house.
The girl's parents are given a sum .of Rs.80 to
100 by the bridegroom'.s father., The actual
marriage ceromony is performed when they get
sufficient emount of money end sometimes even
after many children are born., In came of extrem e
poverty marriage ceremony is not pexrformed at all,
Thus in the Dangi Bhil c cmmunity children teake
vart in the marriage caremony of their father

and mother,
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The marriage date is wsuelly fiied by
elderly peraons of either rarty elong with the

Kerbhari (Headmen of the comunity). The preparationi

ueual_ly etart 10 to 15 days in advance. Hearesgt
relatives of the parents of both the parties sre
invited for participation in the marriage. T he
place where the marriage Ceremony is t o Le performed
ie not painted or decorated but at some places
toreng are hung, Marriege songe are sung from
morning Yo eaming for five to mix days before
actual marriage., Pithi or the paste of turmeric
powder and oil is epplied to the bodies of the
bride and bridegroom before twe dayes of marriage, i
The bridegroom and the bride are made to bow down i
to Suryedev (Sun God). The marriage party usually
coneists of 70 to 100 persons. The bridegroom is 1
specially dressed in new clothes, meinly dhoti g 1
shirt end turban. Vermilian is applied on hisg
forehead, The bride dressed in & new gari, s
blouge, ogheni end = coronet called barsings
coneisting of two horms and wreathe ig rlaced

over her head, On the marriage day both the bride

and bridegroom have to obkmerve fast till completion

of marriage ceremony, after which they are given

A R

to eat yari and dal. Nusical instrumente are

played on this occasion.

The marriage ceremeny is performed either
in the evening or at midnight or at davn. The
marriage caremony is rerformed by the Brehmin,
The average expenses inec urred in the merriage of
a boy is incurred Re.50C to 700 and that for a
girl im Rs.300 to 500« The custom of dowry is
etill prevalent emong Dangi Bhil even though they

are not economically well off theon the Kunbia and
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Separstion is8 frequent smong them. A
divorce is g;ivgn, when a women is fownd to be
not performing household duties properly,or a
barren or declared witch by the Bhuvanm. Divorce
Women can mm remarry eesily, but in case of
remarriage, the .f oz;mer hugband ig to be given by
the lstter an amount of dape (dowry in cash)
Wwhich is higher-tha.n former husbend given to
her father, Csses of divorce avrs decidad by the |
c ommunity pene h, Ren;arriage of widew is permittad,
A widoWw may marry a bachelor or a widower an EI;I.B
rleases, Levirate is not prohibited though

hardly practised,

Death:

The Dangi Bhil generally dispose >f the demgd
bodies by burial end in some cases by cremation.
As & rule the dead bodies of infants srd children
as Well as of those adulte Who die as a result

of certain epidemic diseamcem are buried,.

The funeral rites is very simple whem it
ie certain that the persm will not survive and
death imminent; the friencs and relstives in the
village gather around him, A deeath im mourned by
crying loudly over the dsad body. The de=d body
which is blemeared with Eum Eum and turmeriec
(powder is draped in a dhoti or similar new cloth
and secured tightly with cotton yamm to the. bier.
T"ﬁe place of oremation as Well ss for bumal lies
at an extremity of the village., The funeral
rarty takes with it rice, a pick & xe, an axe

for digging the pit and filling the earth, Except

T T

i

e
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in case of infante and children which are carri ed
in hande, the dead body is usually carried on &
bier. Before the dead body is lowered into the pit,
water is gprinkled on the ground on which it is to
be placed. Frior to that all the relatives and
song of the deceased move round the dead body three
times and after the third rowmnd ths water pot is |
broken., Thereafter his sm or nearest relatives
put rice in his mouth and copper coins in hie left
hand. The son or the nearsst relative first sprinkle
some earth, wherever the pit is f4illed up with all
‘the members of the funerel varty., 4 big stone or
vany thorny bush is then placed over the grave.
Whenever & person dies mwh weeping and vailing take
rlace. Women weeping snd wailing lowlly accompany
the fumerel party upto the fir st halt and again

when the funeral party retums.

4 widow breaks her bangles with the aid of
her brother. The mkmsm ashes of the dead body collected
on the third snd fouwth day after cremation whick
is usually a Thursday or Baturday, Aftar the fifth
day, the ceremony called diwas is prerformed, Cn
this day, the stone placed over the grave is t aken
away, This ceremony is believed to secure peaca in
heaven for the departed soul. Mouming is cbserved
for '12 days. After one year, hhambhi or memorisl
rillars is created in the memory of the deceasced at

the outskirte of the village,

Religious Bel iafe:

The tribals of Dangs Digtrict follow
primitive religious practices. Their faith in rebirth

after death is unshakable., They also wWorship same
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Hindu god and goddesses like Rema, Lakshman ,
Hanuman ., They also Worship minor deities as
Kengari ‘Mata, Vaghdev, Nagdev, Dunger Dsv,ete,
These gods are ingtelled in open ground. They leve
firm belief in vows., 1In diffiiculty they take vow
of these deities and propitate by offeringe and
sacrifices. They also believe in ghosts and
Witchoraft, Their housmehold Geities are:

Kengari Mata, Khanderao, Hirvadev, Bhavani;
Dungardev, Vasudev and Mehadev. Thesge deities are
fouwrd in most of the howeholds. Before going inte
2 new house, people Worshiy 'Kansari mete' whe is

said to he protectc_m of foodgreina.

Gods and Goddesses like Gamdev, Simalie Dav,
and Maulima are instslled 4in every village. The
god erected at the outekirts of the village ie
known as Gamdev, who guaremteas protection againgt

adl natural calamities,

Pairs:
Holi is the premier festivel of Adivasi end
is most important emong all the holidays, Holi&a;l
celebrations lasgt fer 1012 days during which
reople regale with dence ang make marry, The
Holi fire is kindled by Jagaliya, a village servant
according to the im trustion of Karbhari, Pesple
move ebout dancing in groups for hours together
accompanied by- mugical inst ruments. Holi
alse an occasion for the Darbar of Dangi chiefas,
The fair lasts for fowr to five days, Cultursl
activites like ras, garba snd folk dances are
organised by the Bducation Depertment., Darbar fair
held at Ahwa dlstrdict headquarter on the gve of

Holi i,e. Phagun Sud 15,
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Weekly bazar fairs are a 'bypit_!a.l f eature
of many of the tribals of Gujarat, Such faira
are held regularly at different places on
different days of the weck. Invseekly bamar
busine ssmen from Ahwa and nesrby villages come
to sell clothes, grains, fish, bangles, utensils
and daily necegsities of life, Yoaople from
the neighbouring villages viasit the Waekly market

for purclasing their necessities,

Femily Strueture:

The Dengi Bhils have the patriarchial
and patrilineal family system. Inheritence is
from father to son. The father ie the head of
the family. AlL the final decieions are taken By

him,
The total persons of the householde

surveyed were 996. Among them %% 519 were males
and 477 were females. The mex ratio is 1088

females af per 1000 males, The digtribution of
population among various age groups ie given in

Ta'ble 4310

DABLE 431
FOEULATION BY AGE GROUPS
Age Group Total Povulationm Percentage to ‘
Maleg Pemales :‘Total total population

0w 87 &5 170 17 .06

T=14 113 @02 215 21.59
15-34 201 184 385 38 .66
35-59 97 92 19 18.98 .

Above 59 21 16 37 571

Total: 519 477 996 100 .00
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The number of persons on an avaerage resi&ing in
households with one room, two rooms and three roome
show the extent of overcrowding as shown in Table 4;2

IABLE 432
EOUSBHOLDS 3Y ROOMS

No.of Roonms No.of No.,of Par
. Houpeholds Fersms Hougehold

Nmxaf

tne Room 85 (48.7) 400 4,70
Two Rooms 97 (49.7) 523 5.9%39
Three rooms 13 (1.6) 5] 5.61

- O - g - -

195 (100.0) 99 5.10
The table showe that the average number of

persoma per householdas was 5,10

The proportionate distribution of persms among
differn‘t.age groups shoWs that 58 percemt were 0O-14
age groups. Yfoung persans conetitute 39 percent and
middled aged 19 percemt., Economically active populetions
in working age groups being 47 .64 percemt. Vary old
perscns from only 3,71 pei'cent. The age growp sex ratie
sho¥ progressive increase from one sgs group to
an ot her, ,CFrom 1048 females per 1900 , males in the

ﬁ age gromp of 0-6 it inoreased to ‘1182 for age group

of 35 to 59 and them to 1312 for ages more than 59.)

Sie Hougeholde:

The Table 4:3 ehovws the s ize of family%gurveyed

households,
TABLE 433

SIZE QF HOUSSHOLDS
Size of No.of Total Populati
Households, Householda Maleg Females Total (i )
1-3 Members 40 (20.6) 57 48 105  (10.5) .
4.6 v 118 (60.5) 310 269 579 (58.2)
7-10 ® 35 ( 7.9) 139 145 284  (28.5)
Above 11 2 13 15 2 ( 2.8)
Total: 1% (100.0) 519 477 9%  (100.0)

The Plegures in brackets show

the mavr ;e ..
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The figures in above table showe that of the
total 195 households more than half are composed of
4.6 members which account for 58.2 percent of total
pepulation. Households baving 1-3 members and 7-10
members form 20.6 percent and 7.5 percent respectively.
Pemilies in the biggest size zroup with more than 11
members c¢laim mly 2 households and cover B persma,

ewmw$34.
The aize of household ims found to be 5.10

persms.
Marital Statue

Of the total 996 persone enumerated in the
surveyed household as many as 519 (52, 10%) were
married, those never married numbered 454 (45,58%),
2,21 percent were widowed and 0.12 percent live
separate from their spouses. Sexwisge digtribution
shows that emong males 50.05% were merried whereas
in female populations married Were movre than males

i.e, B53.66 percent.

Iiteracy and Education:

According to the 1981 cemsus the literacy in
the Denge district is 29.96 percent. Among meles the
literacy is 38.48 end smong females ig 21.20. Among
schedulsd tribes the general literacy rate is 26 .%9,
emong males it is 35465 vpercent mmd in females
18.12 percent, The overail i.it eracy mates _(number
of literates per 100 population) for males and females
in the Dangs have increased frem low levels of 14 .3
and 3,8 percent respectively, in 1961 to 38.5 and
21,2 percent in 1981, These figures show thet there
hes been almost threefold increase in male literacy
rate and more than fivefold increase in female litarac

rate over just two decades, In no other distriet of
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Gujarat has literacy eprerd so repidly in such a
short period, By 1984, virtually aevery village in
the Dange had a primary school within the village
{(with the exception of 14 villages), whose
population was less then 50)}. Aveilability or
accasgelibility to seducational facilities, therefora,
seems an immediate factor in improving the status
of the digstrict on the literacy map of G-uja.rat.?

Female literascy has generally lagged behind
male iitaracy- in India., Bven in the Langs, where
the spread of female literacy can be termed
epectacular {from 3 .8 rercent in 1961 to 21.2
vercent in 1981), the number of Ffemale illiterates

betwean

has increased by nearly 35 percent mxkiwr 19561 to
1981 Census.
Literacy apmong Different Tyibal Groupe:

4s in other districts of Gujarat, inter
tribe differentiale in edwation are obgerved in
Darngs also, Date for 1981 are not yYet aveilabls,
but those for the 197! census show that the Dhoding,
though numerically emall in Dengs have high literacy
rates, as indicated in Tsble 4:4. This Was obmerved
among the Dhodims in the other distwricts as wellos
On the other hand, the Bhils one of the two
numerically major groups, had the lowest literacy
ratas. Although the Bhils were the Miling ¢lame
prior to Independence, thay Wwere and have ramained

eggentially most backward and most illiterate,

7 Leeia Visania, Literscy in the Dangs. An
Bxploratory Analysis , Sardar Patel Institute
of Econonics and Soeial fesearch ,Abmedabad,

8 Vimal P. Shah and Tara Patel, Social Contexts
of Tribal Bduwation in Gujarat, Department of
Sociology,Gnjarat Universit y,Ahmnedabsad y1981,
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TASLE 434

LILBRACY RATHEI AMONG DIFFERINT TRIBES IN THE DAI\K}S
K7D
Tribas -—Lfarcent literate .. FoFeent in
' Perpons Male Femsjes total population

All Tribes 113 17.5 4.7 9% .5
3hil 643 10 1 2.3 30,2
XZunbi 133 0.3 5.5 36 .8
Varli 2.5 1542 3.4 13.5
Kokna 17.0 25.9 T .4 506
Gamit 11.2 16 .9 5.0 3.9
Dhodia 570 67 3 41.1 1.5
Hantaga:

It has been obaerved that the attendence of
c¢hildrens, especially of girls tenda to be very
poor in schools situated in rural areas in general
and in single teacher schools in particular. The
available statistics on attendance for different years
butween 1974-75 and 1979-80 suggest that on an
average the mttendancs in the schools of tle Dangs
Wan sbout T0-75 percent .9

The district level statistics on wastagze or
dropeout are available only upto 1969-70. ‘Hoyever,
the annual reports of the Dang Jilla Panc hayat
Shikshen Samiti pemit us to estimate wastage between
197980 just mae yoar for easch gtandazd by sex-wastage
includes drop out as Well as failmre or Do -promoti on
to the next higher standard. As shown in Teble 4:5
there is quite a high incidence of Wastage at avery

level of education but it 4is substantial between

9 Dang Jills Panchayat Shiksan Semiti,Annual
Reports for 1979480 and 1980.81,
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standarda IV and Vv, egpecially among girls, partly
bgoause a majority of the schools in the Dangs are
primary schools upto Standard IV amd one teacher
schools. Parents presumably permit their sons to
attend middla schools in the neighbouw ing villages
on completion of primary shool edueation, buz
for girles, edwation temds to atops at the level
avai lable within the village.1°

TABLE 4:5
WASTAGE IN PRIMARY EDUWATION BY IEX AND STANDARD

BETWEEN 1978.79 and 1979.80 IN THE DANGS {(Percentage)

Standard ALl Boys Girla
Between :

Std. I & II 34.0 40 .3 25,6
II & III 12.1 10.6 13 .9
III & IV 2.7 25,0 32.9
ey 36 o1 32.0 43,6
V & VI 20.0 16 .4 4 26,0
VI &% VII 20.5 16 .7 1.2

4s stated earlier the Bhils, as compared %o

other tribal groupe are backward in literacy. Out

. of surveyed[househol&q
of a total number of 996 percws JSonly 197 (20.39%)
¥eras

/only lierate and more than 80 percent ware

/Bhil

illiteﬁate. fiwk In these, of the total males 25.8
percent were literate wWhereas in gm females literacy
wag 11.1 percent only.

Out of total 197 pe literate rersons, 80
persms Were going to the school Whereas 117
bersons were fowmd edwated., Out of 117 persons,

97 (82.90) Persons had taken e ducation upto primary

level, whereas 17.10 percent had tekem edwation upt ¢

10 LEELA VISARTA: Literacy in the Dangs: An
exploratory analysis, Gujarat conomy,FProblems
& Prospects, Sardar FPatel Institute of Eoonomic
and Social Research,
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secondary level. Cut of total 176 school going
age children of surveyed households W 80 (45,45)
children wWere going +o school. Sexwimpe school
going childrens were 48 .38 gmx and 42,16 rercent
for manles and females respectively, The above

figures show that literacy among Bhil is very low.

As per the data c ollected from Digtrict
Bduwation 0ff cer, Dangs Dietrict, in 198 1-82
there were 359 primary, 8 secondary and 2 Highex
Secondary Schoole in the District. Ag per record
there Were 25,929 students in primary, 1,122
students in secondary schools and 851 students in
higher secordary studying in the Digtriot, OCut
of total children enrolled in primary and secondary
schiool the number of Bhil‘sl children ia negligible.
The situation in the Ashram schools iz aleso the

Some .

There are 11 Ashram Schools in the Dangs
Digtrict (ﬁipnri)t Rembhas, Bari Yada, Malegaon,
Garnkhdi, Chinehli, Gavhari, Singnana,. Mahal,
Kalibel and Gotiamel). let us sees the enkolment
of Bhil ohildren in Ashrsm Schools, The data
Were collected from each Aghram School im the
district. The total number of children studying
in Ashram Shalae were 9%62. Out of which 388(40.3
percent) Were girls., Out of total children studying
in Ashrem Bhedas, Bhils wewra only % (5.8 percent ),
worsdy
Yot~ (20.5 percent), Xunbi (59.7 percent) and
other tribal grouws (14.2 percent)}. OQut of total

girle studente Bhile giris were only 15(3.8

percent) totmi-edrlds, This educ ational figures
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¢loarly pointed ouv t hat the Bhile are edwue ationally
more backwaord compéred to other tribal grouws in

the Digtrict. The tribeowige and standardwige
number of studenta studying in Ashrem Schoole is

given in Table 4%W 4:4 ,
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CHAPTER VI

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

+

Social, Econemic end demographic rarticulare
regardiﬁg the Bhils of Dange have been received
at length in the foregoing pages revealing the
baGEWardness'of the tribe. Looking at the 1ife
of these people one findg them to he living in
dire poverty and sub-human living conditions, Aft
independence, great gtress has been laid on
ameliorative measures for the upliftment of the
tribals. Measures for +he recmestruttion and
reorientation of the rural economy through
Community Development Programmes and Tribal Sub.
Plan stratezy and ether planned sconomiec activitiers
have been intensified. It is true tha’t/ggz of
other reasones the Bhilas of Dangs have not much
benefited throuzh various Development Programmes
lawnched in +the Districy. Bhile‘fornarly enjoyed
political super;ority over other tribal, Kunbis,
Varlis who are gxternally and economically in a
better condition., Bhilg are economically mogt
backvward and literacy among them is also axtremgly
loWw as comparsd to the two other tribal Zroups in

the digtrict,

»

Ag we have zeen akove, they mostly depend on
agriculéure and lebowr weork., Land for the Bhil is
hardly sufficient for a femily's upkeep, it iam
mostly rooky and'unirrigated. The other economie
activities alassc do not give them sufficient
supplimentary‘income. HMoet of them live balgw
the poverty line. Lack of geills, low absorption
capacity for a new ectivity, low yield per acre,
shortage of wage period employment and low educatjor

and exploitation by the traders are o few causesn
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for the poor-socioc-economic :status of the Bhile.
Therefore, it is essential to turm them t0 some
new economic activities after giving them adequate
training in the respective fields. It ia.therefore,
felt that a speciel programme designed exclmeively
for their sobio-eeonomic upliftment will g0 a 1lmg
way in improving their present condition in
affective and @fficient manner, KXeeping all t his in
mind and looking to the fact that firet of all the
problem of poverty and illiteracy have to be solved

at great spsed and on a top priority basis.

The development schemes as wall as other
‘aconomic activities that have been identifiad for

improving their lot have been suggested as followa:

I : ZEhysical Pacilities:
(a}) Housing

Moat of the Bhils have tiheir own houses. Their
houses ;::e made of muddy walls and roofe ¢overad
by the grass and tiles. Since the eximting hous gng
facilities are far from sati afactory or inadequate
and there is usually overcrowding in their small
hute, ho¥ever, during winter and summer they can
sleep outside the howe at night, but in a mongoon
season they find difficulty to sccommodate all thae
family members in a small hut, It ims proposed to
construet cheapy hower to suit their requiremaents,
House sites may have to be obtained i+ necespary
either by getting government land or Ferest
Department £ree of cost wherever available. The
housing cost may not exceed %o Re.4,000/-, It ia
seen that the Bhils sire ready to put in physical

labow and help each other in the ¢ cngtructien of

houses., Howes must be in hammony with nature and
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then customary prectices, To do thie, the Bhile i

must be given construection materials and allowaed

to build as they want, &

rve o
(b) "Some £ i Wwho require oniy tiles for

Lovering the roofe, should bs Ziven according to
their requirements. The mangalore tiles be

earmarked for each needy family may not excsed

Rs.1,000/-=
The finencial outlays forxr housing ie as wmder g

for a period of five years :

(a) Year Unit Cost_in lakhs ps,
1 200 8.00
2 200 8.00
3 200 8,00
4 200 8,00
5 —=200 —8.00
1000 40,00
(v) 1 100 1.00
2 100 1,00
” 3 100 1.00
4 100 1.00
5 100 1.00
500 5,00
Total {a + b) = 45,00

(2) Dpinking Water.

Drinking water is a prime necessity of
buman life., One of the burning problems of the
district ie Drinking Water., Out of total 311
villages, only 186 villages have drinking water
facilities. These villages have Wells ami tubewalls.;i
But the people of the remaining villages have to
depend on other sources. In most of the villages
reople have to bring water from o lorg Qistamnc e

either from a rivulet or a river, Bven thies water
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is not aveilable throughout the Year, nor it isa
¢lean and hygienic vherever available. Dangs
district has the highest rainfall, but the peculiar
Physical cmfiguration entaila a great mcarcity of

Water in suwumer,

In 1381, 21 villagea weve supplied drinking
Water through tanke, and 91 villages Wers supplied
by t he bulloek cart, Tor supplying drinking water
a2 huge amount of money has been spent in difrferent
years. Thera are three water 8upply schemes existing
(1) dmigke Abwa Water Supply Scheme.
(2) Waghai Water Supply Scheme
(3) Seputara Water Bupply Schemse.

The @ntire digtrict being hilily and rocky,
Wwella end bores have not baeﬁ Bucceggful, To
overcome this difficulty the following Programmes
should be proposed,
(e) Wellgi. Two wells in sach year should be
conpbtrwred, Zech well approximately couta
Rs.15,000/...
‘s 2% 5 =10 x 15,000 = R5.1.50 lakhs,
(b)  Barthefn Bandhara:

dn earthen Bamdhara should be constructed
for storage ®f water, On an average one handhara
would cost Rs.20,000/-. For thie, a technical
gurvey should be undertaken by the Water Develeopment
ﬁorporation of the State,

One such bandhara should be congtructed in
each year:

1 X 5 x 20,000 = BS.1000 lalﬁhn
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{c) Supply of Drinking Water through Tenker
&é B%l@ l{—c B.;:l_: °

In some villages , watenr ¢an be supplied
through tanker and bullockocart, There are abous
100 villagea which should be covered each year
wmder thie programme. The estimated cost of aach
year would be Re.1,50 lakh,

5 x 1.50 lakh = KB.7,50 lakhs.

(a)+(b}+(c) = #$.10.00 laihs.

(3) Heslth and Medical Add

Frior to independence the medical and
public health services .n +the Dange Dietrict
Were very much deficient., At present there is one
hospital, eight Primary Health Centres and 24
FPemily Plenning Centres in the digtrict. Thege
medical centres catre about eight to twm thousand
population of the district. The roor economic
ceonditions, poor housing and lack of drinking
Water lowera the stendard of their health, Melaxria,
tuberoulosis, ecabbies, leprosy and other gkin
diseases are fowmd among Bhile, They have not
taken advantage of the medic al facilities
gvailable to them partly because of inadequate
avareness and alsc because of the lack of means
%0 pay. The dietrict is well served by public
health centres and sub.centrem. Hence it de
proposed that the following medical aids ghould
be provided to the Bhil community.

(a) Arrangements nced to be made in each
village to provide drugs, medicines and equipments
for primary treatment of simple ailments and
diseasges,

(b) Moreover it is necessary to educate

them to approach doctors at the time of glelmasn,
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instead of epprosching the Bhuve.Bhagat.

(c) Mass medic el cheek up programme should
alsc be organised.

(d) An investigation should be undertsken to
find out the déficiencies in the Bhil dist and
auitable progremme should be +aken up to suPpleme nt
the defificiencies eppecislly for children,
expectant mothers and 0ld persms above 60 years of
aga.

(£) Local schools and Ashram Shalas should
be gFiven a supply of medicines for the C ommon
podwsd ailments of the Dangis so that they could
take advantsie of this nearby facility.

Thers iy no maternity home in +the district.

It is slso necessary to start four Maternity Centres
one in each direction in the district for the use
by the entire population of the district.

One mobile dispensary is proposed so thet the
Bhils living in very dimtant villages onn be
approacned by such a van. The financial outlays is
as under
(e} Mobile Dispensarys:

Rgocurring expenses.

(1) Medical Officer, Class II
for 12 months . 12008~ x 2 Bse 14,400/ =

(2) A Trained Nurse for 12 months

Be600 x 12 Bse 7,200/
(3) & Driver © R.500 for 12 momths R, 6,000/
(4) A Helper ¥ R.450 for "2 months &. 5,400/

(5) Medicines per mnum. Bsm 17,000/ =

To‘tal_: RS.BO,OOO/H.
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(p) Non-Recurring Ixpences:

(1} Metedor - Bs. 109,000/ -
(2) Cme Refrigerator and
other equipments. e 20,000/~
(3) Incidental Hxpenses Be 30,000/~
k5. 150,000/
Total: (a) + (b) = %+200,000/-,
Year Unit Recurring Non- Total
) Recur-ring Bss
1 1 50,000 1,50,000 2,00,000/-
2 21 50,000 S 50,000/ -
3 1 50,000 . 50,000/
4 1 50,000 ~ 50,000/ -
5 1 50,000 - 50,000/
250,000 1,50,000 4,00,000/-—

(b) Matemmity Homeg:
Reegrring Bxpenses:

(1) Medical Officer Class IT

for 12 months @ 1.1200 x 2 x 4 B 57,600/ -
{2) A trainea Nurse for 12

months @ B,600 x 12 x 4 Bse 28,800/ -
(3)  oOne Helper for 12 monthe

@ Ls.500 % 12 % 4 Rse 24,000/«
(4} Medic ines per mnum and

incidental charges

Rse 20 .000 x 4 Eg¢80,600/-

e By T v

Bs41,91,000/-,
Non~Reciw ring Bxpenges;
(1) Conbribution of Cottage
House (Lemd provided by
Govt, or Gram Pane he yat)

Re. 25,000/~ x 4 fse1, 00,000/,
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(2) Bauipmente:

@ 15.50,000 x 4 %.2,00,000/ - '

b

(3) Purniture @ %,10,000 = 4 fs«  40,000/=- :

L S O L

Total: Rse3,4 0,000/ i

f

Tear Unit  Recurring Non-Recurring T otal

sedn lalkh) (fs, in laich) (Bso in lakh) |

1 4 1,91 3.40 5,31

2 4 1.91 - 1491 il
3 4 1.9% - 1. 91

4 4 1.91 - e 91 e

————— ———— S RLTE T 4

9.55 3.40 12,95 3

Ruole of Bhagat and Bhuve in Development.
The Dangi Bhils depend on forest. He umas

svery kind of ¢t ree, plant, shrub and tuber for food,

shelter aend medicine. There are literally hundreds

of plants hhose medic inal -m-oiperties are lnwonm to
him and which are used by him in this area where
there are doctoras, Their knowledge regarding such
plarts should be appreciated mnd should be utilized

for the benefit of the whole society.,

In Dangi Society, ms indeed in all tribsl
gocieties, Bhagat who ig a rriest and medicina man
¢ cupies & predominent positicn. He is a friend,
philoaocpher and guide %o the tribal reople, The
Bhagat is considered to be a man of God, The impact 1

of modé@rn medicinsa smd the availabilities of

doctors and nurses in villsges nowadays have not
lepaened the importance of the bhagat in tribal
society. The institution of the bhagat forms & vital
link in the whole complexx of tribal society, He has
some medically effective treatment verhaps more

powerful than some of the mcdemn drugs. FPeople have
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more faith in him. Hia importance is such that

he knove what is going on in the community. In

all the cxrisis of their life from birth teo dea‘l';h
the bhagat caters to the needa of the family and
gociety. They accept ‘every thing bappily if they
tan be done through the bhagat. Fovernment can a lso
utilize his services in many fields particudlarly in
health programmes and preserving apt and c¢ulture

amam g them.

(4) Blectrification:
31

Out of total number of/Dang villages, 47
have been elect;ified. Blectrification is quite
assen tial for development of cottare industries
and for domestic purposce. Llectrification of
remaining villages should, therefore, be taken up .
This will be useful in 8ccelerating the pace of
development in the arez.

Howevar, some of +he villages have been
alectrified but ihe facilities availed of by the
Bhils is nil. During our field work it is fowd
that due to low level of income Bhils are not able
to take electricity for domestic purpose. 4n
assistance should be given to +them for installing
meter and glectyir fitting in the house, The
initisl estimated comt of meter and fitting iq%éOO/-
The financial ow lays for giving them agsistance

for electricity Por domestic Pusposes is given ap

under ¢

Year No.of beneficiaries Comt, B,
1 200 1.00

2 200 1.00

3 200 1.00

4 200 1.00

5 200 1,00

1000 5.00
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While giving electricity fop household

consumption a cars should be taken that those who
afford can only be given electric connection, First 3
priority should be given to ¥ rigation purposes,

Apart from this, power should he generated frop

e

many other sources like Gobar Gas Flant, ete, They

have to encourage and trein for instalment of Gobaxr

Ges in % he village.

The major ropulation of Pangs digtrict

depends on agricult ure, Accordiug to 181 Censgus
81 percent of the t otal yorulati on depended on
agricult ure and agricultural labour, Ag per land
Census of 1976.477 thé land per Khatedap was 5,05
Hectare end per capita land was only 0.45 vercent ,
The Bhile of Dangs &lao depend on agriculture
directly ox indirectly. The household survey
revaaled that out of +the total Bhil families with
land , most of them Were small and marginal farmars.
They produce only for their own Consumption. Even
With 100" rainfall the irrigatsion facilities are
practically non-existbent, This comes in the way or
releing rebi crops. The vaddy =nd Nagli are t ke
mein crop drinking kharif ssason., The vield and
net retwen per ascre of 211 the cultivagad crops
grown by these Bhin families ara very low, So even
the big end medium farmers are below the poverty lim .
(1) Reclameti on Lodd:

It is proposed to asagist the cultivators
belonging to thisg community in reclamation of land,
soil ¢ meervati onemnduitonestn sn d in Kyari making,
(2) In the distriet out of totel lang 8000

hectares (4-7.?. percent ) lands are fallow, Thig land
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implements, carts,etc. 90 3z to enadle them to carry
out various =agricultural operations in right time
and in efficient manner. Tooking tot heir small
holdings of land it may not be economical for some
of them to maintaina a pair of bullecks, It has been
therefore proposed thnat small holders should be
provided with one bullock to be used with the
cooperation of the | other beneficiaxry,

During our field stuwdy some c¢ultitatores have
desired for a pair of bullo:k. Some familities
degired to have s wooden plough., Some Ffamilies
bave desired for a bullock cart.

The financial outlays Ffor egricultural

implements including bullock cart are as under

YTear Bullock pair Plough aznd Bullofk Cart
9 B5,5000/ = Spade @ k.300 @ £5.3000
No.of Amount ™ No.of Amount No.of  Amount
bene in benefi- in fs. bene™~ in .
ficia~ Bs.in ciarigs in lakh ciaries in laikh
— Xdes . 1ok
1 100 5.00 100 0.30 00 3400
2 100 5,00 100 0.30 100 3,00
4 100 5 .00 100 0.30 100 3,00
5 100 5.00 100 0.30 100 3.00
Total: 500 25,00 500 1.50 500 15. 00,
(3) Supply of Kits:

During our £fleld study it is fowmd that meny
Bhils cultivators have been using lkits (HYV Seecds,
Fertilimers, Yesticides) of different crops. It is
suggested that sufficient number of 0.1 hectare
demonstration may be conducted to educate and
popularise the kits among the 3Bhils. IMost of the
are

farmers/raising Nagli next to paddy. The two

varietiea of Nagli, Gujarat Hasl i and Nagli Culture
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NS8-109 are wamx recommended and they ehould bea
oxtengively propogated in. the arsa.

Year No.of kits of Amount in Llakha
different crops 2 B.300 per kit.

No.of beneficiariss

1 200 0.60

2 200 0.60

3 200 0.60

4 200 0.60

5 REoC8 SOCTONS
Total: 1000 5.00

(4) Vegetahle Cuititation

During ow field study it hes been found that
some households are cultivating vegetebles in emall

Plots, It i3 suggested that some households may

pub their homestead land under vegetable cultivelion.

The suitable vegzetablas for the area are tomatoes,
brin jals, ladys finger, noteatoss, chillies,atc,
The wvegetable cultivation may be popularisad in
their homestead land for which small vegetable
rockats may be given to Bhil familiss. It would
bg Wortilwhile if potato cult ivation os popunlarised
in the area, Thie crop has been successful in
the digtrict because of suitable agro~climatio
condition. The financiad outley of vegetable

cultitation is as under ¢

A Taar Area Vegétable Seeds Cost @ s
(Hectare) («uantity 80/- per Xa.
raguired (in
. “duintals)
1 5 0,05 400
2 5 0.0 400
] 3 5 0,05 400
4. 5 0,056 400
7] 5 0.05 400

- - - [ —

Tctal=25 0.25 2,000
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(5) Horticulturs) Development Programme:

During our field study it is fowmd that some

familiea have pla.nted mangoes, lemon snd guava
i‘rui“l:e i.n their homestead land, The posaibilities
o:E plmtation o-f orchard in. Bhil families land is

n_ut :r;uch, as moat of them are marginael and small

farmers but there' is gbod stope of raiing a few
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:eruit 'broea :I.n 'khe:.r homeetead land. All Bhil

:t’am:l.liaa shOuJ.d be provided with fMve to six

rraeadlings of two fruit plants and one. graft of
mmgo. Ihs 'bote.l cost Would be as folloWwa 1.

Number to Unit coat Total

be given Ra./tree 7 eomt
(5 years) . . Re.
- 1,000 20 . 20,000
7-.:'510.00' 2 10,000
2,500 6 - 15,000
8,500 - 145,000
at

Qhe pro;ect area doea not-have adequate
‘ If
z-riga'b:.m facilitiea./ It raine in ¢ime, raising

£ Khs.rif. Gropa ia np'b & problem. The minor
irrigatmqn schamas suited to the area will be

(a) oheek dem (2) 1ift irrigation and (o) tube

Eatzmated . Potential
_coet (in 7 drrigated
it Ares

080"

‘5 00 . s
a.50 Vagr

3.50 . 36

L L b i i e L e

T T T ek e g

e
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1 16 ¢
5 Bi jupadae 5.00 64
6 Vahutia 3.50 70
7 Gotiamal 6.50 24
8 Ambadia 3.00 30
9 Chikhli (Vaghai) 4,50 20
10 Sanda 6 .50 10
11 Subir 6.0 F:2)
12 Sarvax 6,50 40
13 Chikhli 6 .00 20
14 Vaghai 5400 25
45 DavliDod 7,00 24
16 Eotlsa 5.50 24
17 Padalkhads 8.00 28
18 Garichadi 7.50 40
1% Ghodi 5.00 8
20 Matupads 6 .00 40
21 Sulemal 5,50 28
22 Don 4,00 28
25 Xadmnal 2.00 12
24 Vanar 1.50 24
25 Khembale 3,00 40

Total: 127.10 816

Sources 1I.T7.D.F. Heport for the Digtrict Dangs
{1980-85), page 178.

(2) Lift Ixydigaticn

According to the investigation the 1ift
irrigation schemes can be possible in the project
area, Bight 1lift irrigation schemes were undertaken
oh the Ambika river. Out of these two echemes
Ambapads end Xadkas have been completed, the work
of others is in progresa. There are 21 placea where
lift irrigation schemes can be poseible. The cost of

the scheme ie as wmder @

S )

e i

e, STCCRT S e iy =

e

B oS T
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Plecep of Lift Irrigatim, estimated cost and
potentiel irprigated areas.

S8r.No., Name of the Plece Batimatad cost Potential

(in 1=2cs) irrigated
area {in
ctare
1 Baripada 8,00 100
2 Borkhal 2.50 20
3 Mahal 2.50 26
4 Karenjpada 2,25 13
5 Kunda 2,25 10
6 Chikhlada 2,25 15
7 Zavda 250 22
8 Jarsol 2.25 10
g Kotmadar 2.50 40
10 Chinohvihar 3400 56
11 Dhongi Amba 2,00 16
12 Mahupada 4,00 8
13 Jepiummba 4,00 24
14 Jogtbavs 4.00 28
15 Mogra 5.50 24
16 Jamalpada 4,50 28
17 Gadhvi 5.50 40
18 Diwan Tembrun 5.00 a8
19 Bamghan 2.50 20
20 Galkund 2.50 20
21  HMahalpada 4.00 24

Totals | 71.50 552

Source: I.T.D.P.Report of tue District Dangs(1980.8%)
Page 17 9.

{3) Sinking Tube W 3
The ground water potential is good but dud to
rocky =so0il it ies not possible to provide irrigation

facilities through construrtion of wells. There are,

. B "
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hmeve;-,_ pqssibj.li‘biea of getting irrigable water
if tube-wells are construwted in some of +the
villeges. In the district two tubewells have baen
2lready sunk in the low land area end they have
»b‘ean a\:c_cesai’ul foi' irrigation purposes, It iz
therefofe proposed to construct five tube wells
each ;I.n one year at the places where a sizable ares
of lend held by the Bhils are situated. The

finencial outlaya Are as under i

Iear Unit Cost (Rs.in lalkh)
1 1 2.00
2 1 2,00
3 1 2,00
4 1 2.00
5 1 2.00
Total: 5 10,00

IV Animel Husbandary.

The main objective of introdw inz this
programme is to raise the economic status of % ha
Bhile families by providing them with 1ivestoclk
unites. These programmes would alse facilitate to i
enhence the nutritimal value in their daily diet.
Since there is vast potentiality of grasing in the
digtrict, it is coneddered nacessary to encoursge
the Bhiles to keep buffalces, goats, cows and
poultry to supplement their farmm or octher income.

A number of live-stook development programmes
are being implemented in the area. Some of the Bhils
families have availed the facilities of subsidy
and bank ¢ redit wunder this programme, During our
field gurvey it is' fowmd that such programmes hava
positive impact on the Bhils, In the socioc~economie
survey, a fow of the Bhils households have

expressed their keen interest in acquiring cowe,

ar
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buffaloes, goats and poultry birds,

During our study we have seen the certain
ma jor congtraints for the varticipation of Bhil
femilies in live-~stock development Programmes ,
such as (1) Bhils have no t echnical knowledge of
~rearing of improved broed of animalg, their
management md meintenance (2) some Bhils move
from one place to another for the major part of
year in search of work so nobody remaina in

the femily to look after the snimals, (3) They

alome will not be able to5 form a Milk Cooperative

Sooietyo

(1) Supvly of Mileh Animels:

It ie proposmed to asmsist the Bhil families
in purchase of milch aninale, During field work
it is fownd that the Dangi prefer covw to buffaloes,

It is also possible to undexrtake the programme of

=

supplying local ¢ ross-bireed cowa to theps Durirg
our study we found that other kIhd of cow or

L buffalce breed would not survive in the Dangs,

Othaer facilities such as Voterinary aid, supply

of cattle feed alep need to be &imultaneously

| provided through cooperstives, There are good
facilities of stock-_man centres, veterinaries
in the district. There are 35 Milk Cooperativer
Socfeties in the district, Nilk collected from
villages is at present transported to Valsad Dairy.
There is no chilling centre in the Dangs.

An economically viable small milch cattle
unit consiste of 2 cows graded ox ¢ roa s-breed,
The programme is suitebls for emall, medium and
merginal farmera., It can be given to few treined

selected Bhil families provided feed_and fodder
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T

sub plan 50% subsidy is provided for milch cattle
ver femily subject to a maximum of Ra +1500/ - .
Thig would facilitate rroviesion of only one milch
animal costing Rs.3,009/—; This is wneconomical
because the milk yield starts decreasing during
later half of the lactation reriod resulting in

legs income and ¢ reates problems for maintenancae

end repaymentas of loana., Therefore it is
suggested thet a seasonsl animal s a.lsq be given
to the same beneficiary which would enable him +to
carry the maintenance of milch animal and ;-gayments
of the bank loan.

The finmmcial cutlays for supplying milch
enimals is as umder. 4 milch cattle wnit of 2

buffaloes/cows.would cost srcund Re.5000/ .

5 Year Buffaloes(Unit-2) Cows (Unit- 2 ) Total,

SR TS vk e e e S e e B = B o

benefic i~ lakh benefici  lakh
—_— axdes, . a8ries,

1 40 2.00 60 3 .00 5.00

2 40 2,00 60 3,00 5. 00

3 40 2.00 60 3,00 5.00

4 40 2,00 60 3.00 5.00

| 5 40 2,00 60 3,00 5,00
. 200 10.00 300 15,00 25,00

_{2) Gost Rearing Unis

The sctivity can be @ courazed amang the
Bhile lendless labourere, This schame is tbechnicall,
fea'sible and edonomiaally viable as goat requires
less attention amd care. The animal can thrive
Well n grass and tree leaves which are fowmd in
the area. 4An economically viable unit of 5 Goats

and T buek would epproxinately cost Re.1500/_,



Year No.of beneficiarieas Cost of emeh wmit
incluwding food

: @ 1,600 per each,

1 100 B5.0.60 lakh
2 100 B.0.60 lakh
3 100 f5¢0+60 lakh
4 100 B+0360 lakh
5 100 R.0.60 lakh

500 B5,5.00 lakh

v Ioole for Labour Work,

Most of the Bhils_are engaged in labour work.
Mosfly.thay migrate to different plaoes' in search
of job. They have been exploited in labour work by
the conmtractors end middlemen. Apart from this they
do not have proper impleme:;ts of labour Worlk, This
should be given to them. The estimated cost of such
labour Work implements is absut Re.150/« per met.

The finencial outlays for supplying implements is

given as wnder :
Year No.of bengficiaries Cost (in lexh ps.
1 300 045
2 300 0.45 !
3 300 0.45
4 Joo 0.45
5 300 0.45
Total: 1,500 2.25
Vi Forest Baged Pro gramme g

' During ousr @tudy we have found that mogt of
the houwseholds have uneconcmie lend holding .6n an
average field per ascre is very low, It is proposed
that instead of reieing & crop in their lanad they
bave to encourage for plentation of different treea
in their barren land, But before preparing them for

rlantation, a detailed investigation must be
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carried out of their soil and to find cut which
species are suiteble in the lend they possess,
Thies exercise ies to be done by the Forest

Development Departmént of the State.

Fordst Cultivation:

The solil of Dengs disgtrict ies roCky and
unduleting. Moreover, Bhils are dul‘bivating' their
lend in & primitive way becaunse of inadegquate
agricultural implements and lack of skills, They
are generally réiaing tradition food crops such as
Nagli, Bhat _(paddy) and Vari K‘hursani ete, Due to
lew ykeld from land they are unable to meet both
ends, - fhey have to migrate to different placeg
:l.n-' eaﬁ%_h of work.

Forest oociipies o central positien in the
tribal economy. The Dangi Bhils dependence on
the forest is complete end irrevocable. He is the
gon of the forest emnd behaves as such emd the
foreast also treats him with love. So they must
be involved in forest development programmes.

The forest based progremmes should be so plenned
that they alsc subserve the tribal economy. For
the Bhil, Forest based economy should be planned
in which agricultwe could be sgsigned a
secmdary_poaition. ' They have to encourage and
train for plantation in their own land. The
plantation pregramme should include plantation

of fruit-trees and other locally useful gpecies.
The plantation programme should be under technical
supervision., Unlész they receive the income from

?rée plantation they should be given some amount

on adhoc bagis for their livelihood, Such provision

must be made before implementing sueh programmes

othexwif e no one will come forward to receive such

prpgr&mmes'. ln thi WB':V e ma-r TS ek # 0

o) oo T

i
4
i
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them in a forest development Programme, and
through thie we ¢an give them employment end
income,
Foregt Cultivetion in Baryenk Lend.

Plantation of trees should be undertaken

in government waste land through organising

Cooperative society, Such land should be ‘brought
under forest cultivation throvgh the membe rs' of
cooperative society whem the members of CoOpera-
tive ociet'y realizes that the inc ome goes to the
they would naturally wo:k hard, In thig way,
through collective effort the tribals would be

beneficial from such proggamme .

Elantetion:

In order to stop the illieit cutting in
the forest participetion 4in manegement of lecal
¢ommunity is must. dn integrated plan for the
Peragt Department should be wmderteken, The
WOrking" plens ara long-term plé.ns covering all
aspecta of forestry sperations ineliuding felling
trees, plantation md other associsted metters,
The Dang's digtrict forest cutting work is being
ent rusted to Forest Cooperative Sociaties. New
plantation work also siiould be given to the
same soviety xfthich heve done the cutting of
forest of same coup. Taus, theough ceoperative
such work would get moment um,

VII Induetries:

The industrial development of the district
ig related to the aveilability of primary
resources, The tempo of industrialisation which
hes gathered tmn:a: momentum in the State ie
hoWwever not seen in the district, This is due

to the fact thet thers is hardly any lecal
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entreprensurghipy availeble in the digtrict ‘
deapite the fact that forests which flburish in.
fhe‘aistrict on account of the efforts of local
'Adivasis® the district hag suffered as its
forest resourcee have not been fully utilised
for ite industrial development.

It may be observed that forests of the
district have been exploited since the Bast India
Company, The benefits of industrialisation,
however, have not accrued to this district becsuse
it lackes the infrastructure facilities needed for
industrial development. There is potentiality to
establish forest-based industrisl units in the
district on a amall scale. From the'point of
location, Waghai appears to be a suiteble locatian
as is well connected by roads and railways with

other neighbouring distrizt.

(1) Wooden Blectrical Accessories:

Wooden electrical accessories items lilke
wvood-caging, batons, éwitch‘boards, etc, cen be
manufactured in emall carpentary workshop, This
unit do not require any specialised akills., Wood
required for the manufacture of these products
is aveilable in the digtriet in plenty. One or two
units cen, therefore, be profitably established
at Waghai to menufacture various typee of wooden
electrical accessories. Morecver such industrisl
unit dees not reguire much investment.

Agro~based Indugtries;
(2) Rice Mills.

Paddy ie one of ths= principal food crops
grown in the area, Lhere has bean substantial
inereage in the paddy cultivation during the past

few years. It was, therefore, held that paddy
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c¢ould be economically proc essed in the Dangs
iteelf, Waghat and Ahwa are collecting emd market
centreg of paddy and rice. One or tWwo units can
come up for processing paddy and other cereals
Jike Warei grown in the Dang e distr-ict,
(3) 0i1 Mills:

The main commerecial crop grown in +the

area is 'Kherseni' Qil-gc:ds, Bepides this oil-asgee
are

like ground-nut/alsc grovn in the district, A%

present there is no 0il-mill in the ares in the
amall sector. However, ghanies are Working at
Ahwa for extracting oil from Khurgani seéds. The
production of oil-ghanies which arve Working in the
traditianal mannér ig limited, For utilising the
exigting raw material which is abundantly availsble
in the digtrict, It is suggested that oha or two
0il mills with euwfficient number pf expellers may
be established in the area, 4 suitable place for
the proposed unite Would be Ahwa or Washai due to
better infra.structural facilities.

(4) Eower Loomes

sl

The Adivasis Wwear coarce cloth, but the
traditiomal handloom incustry is asbaent in the
district, The entire requirement of the cloth is,
the rafore, met moetly from the neighbouring distric
It is thérefore rropossd to eztablish a powearloonm
unit with at least four looms at Waghai .

(5) Ambar Charkha

Ambar Charkhbs is 4o be provided to the
Bhile girls after giving them necegsary training

to operate Cherkha. The financial outlays for

Ambar Charkhe ie given as uwnder, Five such training

classes should be started for them, Hach class

should have minimum 30 trainces.
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(1) Balary of a treined teacher

for two months.

Bse 500 x 2 2 5 s 5,000/-
(2) Stipend to traines for

two mdnths,@ Bse50/w per

month for 150 treinees;

Be.150 x 2 x 5O B5+15,000/ -
(3) A4abar Charkha to each trainee

@ RB.700 each,

B5.700 x 15 Bs=105 ,000/

Total: Be1.25 lakhe,

{5) Tailoring

Some Bhils have desired to accept this service
occupation, This occupation can help in raising
their stendard of living. In most of the villages
a good numbgr of boys and giris are engaged in
tailoring and earn quite a good amount Ffrom it,
They should be given necessary training and supply
them sewing machine. 100 bersonae should be given
sewing machine and training. The finmeial outlays
is as under : In the beginning five centres should
be atarted,
(1) Salary of a Teacher for 2

months' trasining.,

5=500 % 5 x 2 Bs. 10,000/
(2) Stipena for training

© w75/~ per trairse fop

2 monthes .

.75 % 2 = 100 fsw15,000/«
(3) Purchase of Sewing Maechine

s+ 1500/ - x 100 B0 150,000/

S S B rw e e A e am e e

Totai: B=1.75 lacs,
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(6) Carpentary:
Some Bhils have desired for carpentary also.
4 few Bhil youths may be trained up in carpentary
so that they can be able to mske building materialisg.
Initially 100 youths (5 classes) should be given
training. The finencial outlay is 2s undar :
(1) BSelary of the Instrw tor
for 2 months.
21000 x 2 x 5 Be 12,000/~
(2) Stipend to 100 trainees
per trainee ¥ B,75/- for
tWwo months,
B.75 x 2 x 100 5. 15,000/
(3) Apsistance for purchame of
carpentary kits @ 15,500/«
B5.500 x 100 Bs. 50,000/-
Zotal: 240475 lacs,
(7) Masonary:
Some Bhils have demired for masoméry work also.
A few Bhil yqu‘the may be given trﬁining,for
magonary o0 they can earn income Ffrom this
oceupation, In t he beginning 100 persens (5 ‘classes)
ehould ba given treining. The financial outlay is
as under !
(1) Salary of the Instructor
for two monthse
B5.1000 x 2 x 5 Bs. 10,000/~
{(2) 8tipend for 100 trainees
¥ .75/~ per trainea for
two months.
' 15,000/ -
.75 = 2 x 100 Pi et
(_3) Aggistance for purchmse of
masorary toole @ P.300/-

300 = 100 B 30,000/
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(8) Eetiy trading shop

During investigation it was found that mome
Shiles are running a small shop, Pinancial assigtc
may be given for starting guelh type of shops to 2
rersong in the difforant villages. All the daily
necessit i es should be kept for sale. An income
of B.300 to 500 cam be esarned from such shop. 4n
agsistence of B545000/ = may be necessary for runni

the shop. The finantieal outlays is as uwnder

Year No.of beneficianries Caot (Re.in 1
1 4 0.20
o 4 0,20
3 4 0.20
4 4 0.20
5 4 0.20
20 fotal:  1ioo

{(9) Cycla Shop.
During the field survey it was T ound that
most of the villagers havs been using bieye le for

their work., They move from one place 0 mather

‘om bieyele, A financial assistance should be given

for running a cyec le repair shop. 10 persons should
be selected for thig economic¢ persuit in the Pirat
year in the different villages, The financial
outlay is ag under :

(1) Purchase o five new
bicye les for giving on
hira @ B5.1000/= per
oxla.
5. 1000 x 5 x 10 B5+50 ,000/

(2) Repairing equipnent
€ Bs.1000/-~
fs+ 1000/~ = 10 410,000/~

. A . 108 ot ik o

Total: P3,0.60 lecs
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Art and Crafts.

Yerrier Elvin once remarlad that tribal art
outside Asgam is rapidiy disappraring. Gujarat is no
exception to this observation. Much of what ig founec
today is meagre and inferior. No systematic efforts
seem to have been made so far in Gujarat to record
and to rescue even a few axamples before they finalils
disappear.1

Dangi Bhils have developed thedr art and craft
to an extent that - serves their reruirement- in
daily life, Baske tary is known te every Dangi.

Practically all Dangi men, women and children know

the art of planting, twinning and casting of bamboo

-8trips in varioue patterss. They have also learnt the

skills of making door of bamboo strips and wooden
latch. Another handicrart which Lthey have davelonad
into an art ie the fishing trap. Fishing is source
of subsistence., But fishine cannot be. persued zs a
daily economic activity. They are mak¥ng two tynes

of fishing traps. Clay is another material which
glves some opportunity for the Dangis to show their
artistic talent. They prepare their cult objects aueh

as day horses, domes, human figures and other objects

mmﬁm@wwﬁ of utility.

The Dangis are generally their own craftsmen
in some respects where their household requirements
are cotlec erned such aa bake try, maleing mats and
musical instruments etc. I'ney do not engage oubsiders
to do the work for thems The childrey also learn

skills of arts and ocrafts from their e¢lders. Dangi,

1 Tribal Art of Gujarat, by Dr.D.{.Koppar,
Development of Museums, Baroda,1971.
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children are good craftsmen also, Bhil children are
making horse-walk and n cart toy. This providaes
children a creative cnjoyment. The art of walking on
bamboo sticks is favourite bastime of Nangl children
They are also famous for pyramid dancing.

Wood is aved lable in plenty in Dangs. They are
making some good piece of art from wood. But what
he needs todgy is guidance and training so that he
may develop his handicraft to a level where it
provides him with additional source of income. A
Job~cum-produc tion oriented craft school to train
Dangi Bhil vouths to provide them with independent
means of livelihood would no doubt prove a Dlessing
to them.

VIIT Education

4g we have seen ¢arlier most of the Bhils are
illiterate compared to other tribal groups in the
district. Bhils are educationally backwa;d. Tducatio
amoflg Bhil girls ig almost nil. Thev are not attracte
by the freeships and other educational training siven
by the State Governmens for the education of thedir
children. The net work of educational instibtutions is
quite good. Since this community heas noi been able to
avail benefite of the existing benefits for educating
their children mainly because of their backwvardness,
poverty and seasonal irrigation. Tt is consilderad
absolutely Necegsary to nmale special Arrangemnent s
and provide them more incetitives for spread of
education amongst them. The following measures are
to be bakern.
(1) Balwadis:

For fo rming the habit of schooling amon < the
Bhil children, Balwadis for the Pre-~school children
should be started in villapgeg where the Bhils are

more concentrated. The ¢ildren coming in those
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Balwadis should.also be provided with mid-day
meal as a part of nutriticnal programme. All the
Balwadi children should be given a set of clothes,
and learning materials. The ingtitution shouls he
prowvided with a1l the equipment, it would be better
to use local materials and local devices for
bringing up the children and playing with them.

A lady teacher should be employed to run Balwadi.

It is proposed to start 30 Balwadis in the

district, each Balwadi cEnsisting qf 30 children.
The financial cutlay for Balwadis isg as under:

Recurring Expenditure.

1, Salary;of the teacher

@;$i360/; ner month

53355L;;12‘x 30 Re1.26 lacs
2. Expenditure:on Mid-day

meal @ Re.1.00 per child

per day for 30 children.

900 x 10 x 30 B=2.70 lacs
3. Month1y Rent for the Hoom

@ Rse 25/« per month,

| 0.09 lacs
Non%ﬂgéu¥r1§gx 30 B Rx 98
b Purchase of toys and
game 8 @ fs. 1500/~ for one
Balwadi. s 1500 x 30 Re 0. 45 lacs
Totals e lts BO laces
Year Unit . fotal Expenditure.
1 30 Bse 14 50 lacs
2 30 R31h050 "
3 30 Rse la50 1
4 30 Tella 50 M
5 30 Mo '14. 50 lacs
Total; Pse 22. 50 lacs.
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(ii) Free Books and Uniforms to Primary School
Children.

In order to attraet more Bhil children for
schooling, the children studyiung in different
classzes in village primary schools should be given

free books and uniforms: The financial outlay isg

as under
Te Free Uniform per child

@ I5: 50/~ (Half pant and

shirts for Poys and

frocks for girls)

koo x 30 Ta 12,000/-
(2} Free Books per child

@ s 30/~ each.

400 x 30 e 12,000/-
Year Unig Uniform ~Books
B5e o

1 Yoo 3.12 lacs %»12 lacs
2 100 0.12 lacs 0.12 lacs
3 400 0.12 lacs 0.12 iacs
4 4oo 0.12 lacs 0.12 lacs
5 hoo 0.12 lacs 0.12 lacs
Totals -6:g6 lacs -S:ES—E;C$

Grand Total: e 1420 lacg.

(iii) Scheme for Supplying Focdgrains.

A gchene for supplying foodgrains worth
Rs.25/- per month to the tribal parents who send
their children to Schools for more than 80% of
the school workKing davs has generated enough
enthusiasm amohg d;fferent primitive tribal groups
in the State. Such scheme should also bhe started
for the Bhils of the Dangs. dmong Bhils the girls
are going to school in very small number. In order
| to spread girls education more incentive zskpy

| shuuld'be given to their parents who send their

| ! daughters to school. T4 is proposed that for gixr 1s
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instead of foodgrains Wworth Rs.2874e per month
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shexidxergx fooderdins wor th Rs.l0 /- par month
should be given. The financial outlay for this
schene is as under ;
(1) 300 Boys.

300 x 25 = 7500 X 12 = 90,000 per annum.
(2) 200 Girls.

200 x 40 = 8000 x12 = 96,000 per annum
Total, 'k:;:gg-igg;.

Year Bene ficiaries Amount ps.

-1 500 Rs+ 1486 1lacs
2 1600 %+ 3:72 lacs
3 1500 %5s 54 58 lacg
4 2000 a7 lih lacs
5 2500 e 9.30 lacs

T o e e -

Totals B¢ 27.90 laces

(iv) Adult Education

Adult education and Practical literacy
classes should pe gtarted in each Bhil villages,
Initially 10 classes should be startea in thoge
village where the Bhil fouseholus ig mores than 200.
Minimum 40 adulss should be allowed in one class.
Rs.30/- shoulg we given ag stipend o each adult.,
The rinanciaml outlays ig as under ,

(1) Salary tor one teacher

for 12 months.

e 150 x 12 x 20 %4 36,000/~
(2) Stipend to oue adult

student per month.

R« 30 x 40O x 12 fse 1,40 ,000/-

_POt al: 50 s 80 l&CSo
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Year Unit ' tost (Rs.in lacs. )
| 1 10 2. 80

2 10 2« 80

3 10 2. 20

4 10 230

5 10 2. 80 ~

S A e o

] Total 14%. 00 lacs.

(v) Cultural Activities.

Dangia ai‘e quite famous for their dances and
folk song s. Their "pavri" is well inown. They are

J. a.lso faunous ior pyram:l.d dan ces. It is propoaed to

t

J organise thnir dam,e Mandal in each village to

' p_romote this activity in a systemntic manuer. Eac¢h
i

’\!Sandal may ue assistpd in the initial stage for the

purchase o;: the required musical instruments and

UJ

| dress mater:.als. It is proposeu to organise 10 such

L
\

mandalso The f:tnancnal outlays is as under .

H

10 % ;ooo = s, 50 ,000/-.

As inuicated awvove, the Bhils oj Dangs are

economically more ba clay ard. They have not ‘been able

‘Lhe:lr present"ecunomﬁ:c condition supstantially.
The project program\nes recommended in th is report
| a.:l.m aﬁ amelioration ol the economic conditionsg oa

\the Bh.il household living in Dangs district,

: The object oz the prrject is to evolmwe a
programme or inecome earnihg activities for Bhil
households with a view to enable them to croge the
poverty line. The prog.raﬁn‘ne inm 't:.hus a family oased

plan phased over a period ox five vears.
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A statement showing the details oi the above
programme in terms o. physleal targets, number
? of beneficiaries and estimated cost af the project

is enclosed herewith. The economic developnent

programmes involves a tolal outlay of Rs.451.95 lacs
The details is given in Annexure-T.
© This project programmes has been prepared

after ascertaining the felt needs of this community

and the programmes have hbeen discussed in detail
in the presence of community mewbers in their
villages. They seemed very enthusiastic about is.

'They-would accept anything which would bring them

mstéady~income at their door.

Uf It is envisaged that implementation of this

}prOJect?

ol

111 greatly bene fit this community in
;anel;orating their socio=-economie condition by
‘inc:easing thgir_productivity and by providing
befﬁéf.emplqymehtropportunities as well as other
egssontial amenities’for haeitter life.

HLOne thing should be kept 4in mind while
implementmng the above mentloned programmes, that
the imolemegsgsof the programme will have to be
-more friendly with the people and actively associate
themselves with the poor people, in their turn, they

take up the programnes =2z their own and for their

betﬁerment.

The plan has Also been discusszed with dif ferent

develnpment officials at disbriet and village level

and they seened happy about it. Thus , the plan 3 ems
both

to be agreeable/for the takers and the givers.

-y



Annexure - T

ESTIMATED COST OF THE PROJECT FCOR

INEEGRATED DEVELODHENT OF HIILS OF

DANGS DISTRICT (FlVE Years Phans)

B il T T T S

T TR otk b e o

Sr. Sectorwise Eo.gf/ Tetima trd
No. Programmnes. lepgic‘" cost for
' : i.n" = five vears
ot (fse dn lncs)
1 2 _ 3 4
I Physical Facilities 76. 95
1. 'Housing 1500 N5, 00
2. Drinking Water 10.00
3+ Health and itedical Aig
alMobile Dispensary 1 L. 0o
b) Maternity Home 1 12.95
. Blectrification 1000 500
N Agriculture 1500 _72.1;_"
Sl (Hectare)
1. Land Reclamation. 25,00
2.  Agricuttural
Implementsgg. 1500 41,80
! ' _1' ;4 1000 5. D0
L, végetable Cultivatlon 25 D. 20
I ‘  (Hectare)
5 Horticulture¢ : 8500 S FRIN;]
T # (Plants)
111 Minor Irrigablon. 282.60
cCheck des : R14 121.10
= (Fecbares)
2 fLift'Irrigation 552 71. 50
(Eactares)
3. Tube Wells 5 1C. 00
Iv Animal Husbandary 36,00
!
1. HMileh animalg 500 25. 00
2. . Goat rearing Unit Lo o 6400
3.‘ gBdckyal a poultry 500 5. 00
=lools for Labour Work 1500 2. 25

Ongoing

Joheme g
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VII Industries S 90
1. Wooden Electrical
Goeods, Tice Mills,
0il Mills, Power Looms
2. Ambar Charicha. 150 1.25
3. Tailoring 100 1. 75
L. Carpentary 190 Ce75
5. Mzsonary 100 0. 55
6. Petty Traders Shop 20 1.00
7: Cycle shop 10 0.60
VIII E’ucations 66.10
1. Balwadis 3o 2. 50
2. PFree Books and Uniform 2000 1. 20
3;_Supply of Foodrraing rels; 27 .80
“'lh.‘_‘Adult Bducatilon hoo th.00
3 5. Cultural Facilities 10 0. 50
fotals h61.05



