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INTRODUCTION

Primitive. Groups -

The State has recognized some tribal groups, who are
very backward both socially . and 8conomically, .as primitive
groups in the Gujavat State. Some of them are Kotwalias,
Kathodis and Koighas. These groups constitute the weakest
section of thé triba1 population in the.State and hence need
special attention for their development. Unless special
care is taken 4in respect of the development of these groups,
they will not be able to adjust in the changing situation.
Anyone who visits their arcas can clearly make out that
the ecological balance of these communities have been lost
and they are pressed between the advancing comrmunities,
both tribal ang non-tribal, and dwindling forest resounrces.
They have been living in a precarious stage of existence,
Although some attempts were made in the previous years to
take up some Special schemes for these communities from the
overall allocation of the State sectors of development and
special central assistance, much'headway has not beanlpgde
and no tangible results have been achieved. The result is.
this that they contimue to carry on a streneous a@fhggle
for existence. Development activities for these groups
have not picked up so far, mainly because it had not been
bossible for the State Government %o get out of the schematic
approach and the organizations, both voluntary ang statutory
working in the areas where these primitive groups are found,
mainly concentrated their development activities among the
dominant group of the area. And this had resulted in almost
total neglect of these groups. "Since these groups have no
political representation nor have they formed any interest
ETOUp, nobody raiscd voice anvwhere regarding the precarious

econtomic conditions under which they have been struggling

to survive.



:Development of Primitive Groups

In view of this, the Govermment of India had made
speclflc allOCatlons undcr thé schemes of trlbaf sub- plan
fbr speclal pYo grammecs . of thelr 5001o-oconomlc betterment,
educatlon, health, etc., for which no State participation 19
1ns1sted. In other words, whatever expenditure is 1ncurred
by the State Government for ‘the development of these groups
jls belng treated as a snecial supplemeniation by way of .

_add1tiona1 sPec1al central a551stance, not fornlng-part of

the special central a551stance belng granted for development“

‘programmes of other tr1ba1 groups in the State, The report
of the Worklng Group on Trlbal Development has made the
f0110w1ng recommendatlons in respect of the development

programmes for these groups:

(1) High priorlty should be given to the programme of-

i primitive groups in the current planj

(ii} :‘Vblﬁntary orgﬁnizations should be assoéiated in an

‘ﬁincreasing measure in these programmes, and

(iidi) fAdequate flex1b111ty shouid be bullt 1nto ‘these
p:ogrammes by_adontlng soclety models where not

;already done., '

Thus; theso goals were set in the case of these
primitive groups of the State in order to abolish their
dbjéct”poverty. But in ofder to move towards these goals,
and ‘in seeking to change the present reality of the extreme
backﬁafdnGSS, the first and most essential step” was to have
a first hand knowledge .about these people. For implementing
the”policy of social change among them, facts were needed
regérdihg”the prevailing socio-economic conditions of ) '

thesé"people. We, as students of social sciences, knew

1 Govt, of Indla, Report of the Working Group on Tribal
Developnent During Medium Term Plan, 1978+83,Ministry
of Home Affairs, New Delhi, July, 1978, p.1CO.

et
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that these primitive groups could not fit into the
competitive economics of the dominant tribai groups of
the region; and that has affected the former to push their
quest for a sociouecoﬁomicuorder based on some non-
traditional legitimation. gut witat type of sbcio—economic
order they graduali- adopted and what were the patterns of
their cuest? These were some of the questions-ébou%ithem
about which we had no answer because of the total neglect
of these communities by ethnograrhers and sociologists,
Thus, as there has been no reliagbhle ethnographic abcdunt of
these groups, it was sheer impossible to devise prograﬁmes

for planned ang directed change of these communities.,

Preparaticn of Monograph on primitive groups

This being the-situation, the State Gévernment
rightly took the decision of first getting prepared
monographs on these commnities, On the basis of the
facts gathered in these monographs, programmes of planned
social intervention had to be PTYoposed for thase communities.,
The task of breparing the Mmonograph on the basis of intensive
field work was entrusted to this Institute, first for tha
Kathodis ang then for the Kolghas, The monograph on
Kathodis had bheen prepared about a year back and submitted
to the State Government, Most of the programmes chalked
out in that monograph for the Socio-econonic betterment of
the Xathodis hag been accepteq by the Central Government
and upon its approval the State Government went ahead in
implementing those programmes, Concreteg results_are now
being evidenced in matier of sconomie amelioration of
the Xathodis., That research could deo much for the
development of the tribals can be very well seen in the
case of the Kathodis,

The monograph on Kotwalias was brepared by Gujarat

Tribal Development Corporation.



The Kolghas

o

As stated earlier, the task of prcparing}the
monograph on the Xolghas had been entrusted to this
Institute. As no systomatic and authentic account of this
tribe has yet becn presented by any social scientist,LouT
téékfﬁecame-a challenging one. We had to virtually start
frpmmscratch, .Aﬁrintensive field work was very much
neéded‘to gét a fifst.hand and in-depth knowledge about
this tribal community. Befcre we started te do the
inteﬁaivé'field,work, 21l the available literature, maihly
from the-Census Reports and Gazétteers, was collected By'
us and on the basis of that some idea about this community

was evolwved.,

The XKolghas, who mainly inmhabit the Dhérampur,
Vansda and Chikhli talukas of Valsad district and;Mahuva
taluka of Surat district, are also scattered inrother
talukas of Valsad district and in Bharuch and Dangs'disﬁricts
too. Their population, according to 19771 Census, was 29,&64
in the Gujarat State. They mainiy live wifh other.tribal
groups viz., the Konknas, the Dhodias, the Warlis, etc.
In such mixed villages, the number of Kolgha families ranges
from one to forty, but mostly from one to ten,. They mainly
work as farm labourers and as forest labourers. Their
economy is dependent upon the econromy of the dominant
tribal and non-tribal groups amongst whom they live. They
have -to struggle very hard for getting food to maintain
themselves. Naturally, they have an extremely poor standard
of living. In fact, the vital question which comes to mind
after viewing $heir hard existence is what standard of
living the Xolghas. can achieve with their poor level of
income? Which of their needs can they meet and which have
to remain unfulfilled? Since first of all the stomach has
to be filled, their entire energy is directed to earn at

least that much so that they can fill up:the stomach of
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their family members and of themselves., BEven to earn
that much all the year round is far from an: easy task for
them. Indeed,.they virtually live in dire ‘poverty all

the year round.

As they are treated as untouchables by the dominant
tribal groups of the region, there is not much mixing
with them, They lead an isolatéd?éxistence.so far as
social intermingling is concerned. However, the cul tural
impact of dominant tribe is apparcnt among them. But
from all accounts, they have been left bechind in develop-
ment and as such, both soclally and econtomically they have
to lead an isolated existence.. As in the case of other
primitive groups in the State, they have thelr settlement
elther on the outskirts of the v1llages or in separate
groups in the v111ages. Their's is a most backward and

retarded economlc life,

Culture contact of Xolghas

But as stated zbove, they have been in culture
contaect with the dominantAsociél group ‘since long., In
the process of culture contact, the Kolghas have worked
out a semi-assimilation of their own, ‘They have adopted
material and non-material culture of thao dominant tribe
of the area and at the same time they have been able to
preserve their traditional social institutions, rituals
and economic.culture. However, in the process of semi-
assimilation, they have suffered moral depression. They
were .once on par w%th the dominant social gfoup of the

region but now they are ordinary and extremely poor people

';having.very little cultivable lands. This has lowered

down their prestige and self confidence. When moral
depression ceccurs, o community loses faith in its own
cultural values and adopts the alien way of life. But the
changes occuring in the Kolgha culture due to living

in contact with the dominant social STYOoUps are mere
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spontancous than directed and they have been found to reject
the direct changes which do not suit them. Th?s, acceptance
and rejection of cultural traits of the other groups aro

being practiced by this tribe,

@bjectives of this studv

Viewing such an existing situation of this t¥ibe, our

aim was té have an intelligent collection of data which
could be meanixigful in welation to the pregmatic intere=sts
of a deve}@pment agency.u-In evolving a research design we
set out with questions as to {i) what are the felt needs of

the Kolghas; (ii) what are the possibilities of developing,.

means of ralslng their level of 1ncome? Qur own orientations

also 1nf1uenced the design of the research ‘We were metivated,

as has been aptly expressed, by a feeling of solidarity with
the underprivileged, which made us oppose established
social theory with its "consensus", rather than "gconflict

perspective",zon 'Kolgha Sﬁciety. The chief aim of this

" study was to known in detail and in depth about the economic

conditions and standard of living of this primitive group.

We also set our minds to Tind out the reasons of their
degrading énd primitive existonce. The idea was.that on
the basis of collection of data on these aspects, several
workéble ﬁeasures might be suggested to bring economic .
relief to these Deople. Tt was alsc viewed tiiat .on the
basis of correct assessment of this socic-cecconomic
situation, protective measure could be suggested to involve
the participation of this.gvoup in the programmes of
development of the region. They must be brought on par
with other social groups who heve gone ahead in repping
the fruits of development cfforts of the government. As in
any endeavour of promotion of social and econocmic changes,
highly complex set of social and cultural variables play

a very determined role, it was thought necessary by us

2 Goran Dujrfeldt and Staffan Luidberg; Behidd Poverty,
The Social Fommation ifh a Ta@gil villase, Oxford
Press, Bombay, 1975, =.19.
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to have an intelligent collection of data on their values,
attitudes, social customs, religious life and so on, To
put it in other words, our research was dessgned to make

a conprehensive , an:.ethnographic and 5001ologica1 study
of the Kolghas.

Area

For the sthdy5pf this tribe, altogether 11 villages
were selected for the purpose of collecting what is known
as conventional cernlsus information on their demographic
characteristics and precise information on the economy of
each houschold covefed in the selected villages. We
paid particular emphasis on income and property in
framing the schedule fﬁr collecting the data;ﬁf these
11 villages,*é'ﬁere located in Mahuva tafuka, 3 in Chikhli
and 2 in Dharampur taluka. We could locate 351 Kolgha
households in these 11 villages.

' TABLE

Number of selected households in the selected
V111agesl

St:  Name of Name of °~  Total No,of Total No.
No, villages Taluka housecholds ~ of
housgeholds
covaered
under this
_ study
1 Umra Mahuva 11 12
2 Tarakani Mahuva, 35 10
3 Bhagvanpur Mahuva 10 5
4 valvadi Mahuva i8 15
5 Puna Mahuva 20 15
6 Vaheval Mahuva L3 b
Total in Mahuva talukas 140 100 (71, h)
7  Achhavani Chikhli 17 17
8 Agasi Chikh1li Ly 47
9 Khergam Chikhli 72 36
Total in Chikhl: Taluka: 136 100 (73.53)
10 Ozar Dharampur 51 51
11 Barohiya Bharampur 24 2
Total in Dharampur Taluka: .75 60 (80.00}

Grand Totalt 351 260 (74.07)
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Of these 3571 households, we GOVered altogether 260 households.
forming 80.00 ' of the thtal households in these v1llages.

All these villages were selected. keéping in mlnd the

sizeable number of Kolghas there. A1l these.three regiohs

have different physiographic characteristics. Jhlle Chlkhll

in Valsad d15urlct and HahuVa 1n Surzt district are the

plain ruglon in'. SOuth Gagarat the Dharamsur reglon is a

hilly tract. Naturally, the econom1c opportunltles for the

Kolghas_&iffered-from ohe taluka to another taluka. - 24

W

Methodoiogy . ™y
Apart from these 11 villages, selected for the purpose i
of collect1ng data on the basis of a schedule, several E\
other v1llagas, partlcularly those 1ocated 1n Vansda taluka :§
- b

of Valsad district were.visited in order to cellect data on ¥

their social, Teligious, economic and communlty llfe AJ

A

through 1ntervlew1ng several 1nformants and through ]
partlclpant observation, The alm,was to collect first hand
ninformation on these aspects, The main author of this report
undertook a tourhof:éll‘fhéx%éiukasjto have an intélligeht
assessment of the socio-economic situation of the Kolghés'b
vis-a-vis the dominant tribes and other communities of the
region. = In some regiomns, he virtually undertood a 'Pad-Yatra'
to meet as many Kolgheas informahts as possible for having

a first hand observation of theirx precarious existence and

to find out the factors responsible for such an economic
plight. In undertaking an extensive tour of these.four
talukas, the méin‘ahthor's motivation was to design a plan
for the development of the Xolghas which is in conscniance
with their social structure, values and attitudes to a

great extent. only such a plan has better oppgftunity to
work. He also desired to check and re-check the data
gathered by the 1nvest1gators and other authors of this
report and h@&nce undertook the tour of field by himself.
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I+ helped him much {to gain an accurate insight into the

.economic 1life of the Kolghas, which in turd, became extremely

useful in devising a workable plan by him for the Xolghas.
Although tae work on this study started right in May, 1978,
the field work was organized by the mein author only after
he took up the.Directorship of the Institute in the later
haif of August,1978. It was completed in November last
year., After this was completed, he want for doing field
studies by himself and visited almost all the areas for
applying the anthropological techniques.. Meanwhile,
tabulavion work had already been started, A preliminary
report on the basis of the quantitative data was prepared
by the second and third authors in the monfh.of_February,
1979. After doing the field studies by himse;f the main
author tried to revise the entire monograph (though much
was not possible) and in this. way the final draft of the
monograph was prepared by him. On preparing the plan
for development of the Kolghas the main author approached
the sy the conéérned officials to discuss the .
plan for giving it a final shape. The plan, prepared by
the main author was appreciated by them. The final
suggested plan forms the last chapter of the monograph.
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CHAPTER - T

i

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND PEQPLE

The Kolghas are the people of hills and low forests.
Kolghas are a minor scheduled tribal greup in Gujarat, now.
they are considered as one under the category of "Primitive
Trlbes" Very little is known about. their history and they
have no knowledge about their origin, They are living in
very primitive conditions. Nor have they information about.
how the name Kolghas came into existence. They are alse
known as "Tokar Xolis" because they work as bamboq basket-

makers,

i
7 N They are donsidered as. a 1owly pPeople because they
aat the meat and dead cattle and hence they are also. called
"Dhor Kolis™, ‘Not much ethnographic literature is available
about the Kolgha tribe of Gujarat and there is no worthwhile
account available regarding their economic and sceial
conditions. Some information of fragmentary nature, is,
however, available about the tribe in old Gazettaer of

Bombay Presidency and several other reports,
= K
According to R.EZ.Enthoven,

"Kolghas numbering 35,8hk9 (1911) are a very primitive
trlne, who though- lowly, refuse intercourse with Bhangls.

They are chicfly found in the States to the Southeast of
Surat,

2
According to the Census of Baroda State, 1911,

"They arve one of the 1owbst of the ecarly tribes,
found in the Navsari district. Though reckoned impure,

they neither cat with nor touch = Bhangi.

1 R.E.Enthéven, 'The Tribes and Ccastes of Bombay', Vol.IZ,
1922, pp. 236-2137.

2 Report on tho Census of Baroda State, 1917, cChapter XTI,
Caste, Tribes and Race, pp,.301.
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The Dhor Xolis are alsocalled Tokar Xolis. They are o |
chiely found in North Konkan. The name Dhor comes from

?ga,-'s' 3 ‘%ﬁﬁ‘-'.ﬁ‘
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'Dhor! or cattle, which thoy cat; 'Tokar' comes from

B _TaRS

Thokar, a typec.of Bamboo and refers to their‘Calling as

.
@
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Bamboo~cutters, " ;
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POPULATION =
The population of Kolgha tribe is found only in some “)

of the Statos of India. They live ecspecially in Maharasktra, §}
Gujarat, Karnataka and Orissa. According to tam.Census.of L
1961 the total population of Kolgha tribe was 3,95,761. o
dccording to 1971, the State wisc population of Kolgha  )
tribe was as gi%éﬁ*in the following table, :i
TABLE - 1/ 5

[ y & (

State wisec pdpulation.oprolghas and Dhor Kolis. g'

1961 1971 Decimal *= )]

o . : increase, ]

T T ) )
Maharashtra 3,78,752 4,82,996 " 27.5 i
4 : 4

Gujarat 14,539 29,464 102.6 i
Orissa 34lh 1,504 337.2 5
. '

Karnataka 1,001 1,405 ho,2 ¢
)

Dadra Nagar 1,125 1,396 24,1 3
Haveli )
3

.w’

)

From above tablc it is clearly seen_that-the highest x
population of the Kolghas and Dhorkolir was in Maharashtra 4
_ E

State. The proportion of their population in Gujarat was )
approximately 9% of the total population, while in other 4
States their population was quite low, In Maharashtra, i
- ) )

along with the Xolghas, the population of Mahadev Kolis, 3
Dangar XKolis, Xoli Malhars and Xolis have also been 3
i

included, hence the figures of their population seems to )

H
be inflated, <
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According to thr Census of 1931, the population of
this tribe was 1,85,497 which declined to 75,503 in 1941.
Thus, during the earlier decades a steep decline was seen
in the population of this tribe. In 1961 and 1971 Censuses,
an enumeration of Kolghas and of Xolis was done separately
in Gujarat. So the figures of Kolgha tribe is available

separately and is thus comparable.

In absence of census figures of earliexr decades
regardies. the Xolgha tribe separately it is difficult,
therefore, to indicate the trend of their population.

The figures of 1961 -and-1971 only are comparable,

According to the Census of 1971, .the population
of the Kolghas in this State was 29@&6&. Thus, during
the decade of 1961 to 1971, an increase of 102.6 % was
neted in their population. District wise increase in the
population of Kolgha tribe is indicated in Table No.2.
Thus, the growth rate of the population was 10.3 %,
Among cother tribes of Gujarat, barring the Nayka Tribe
(11.8), the growth of the population was highest among
%hem. The higheé% population of the tribe was in Vaisad
district of.the State. Then comes the number of
Panchmahals, Vadodara and Surat districts. But at this
stage one thing is important to note down that in 1961,
the population of Xolgha was negligible in Panchmahals
and Vadodara districts. It is possible that at the time
of the 1971 Census, in these two districts, some cther
tribes scom to.have been included along with Kolghas,
Regarding this, we had also inguired in these two
districts and found that some of the Baria Folis living
in this area were cnumerated along with Holgha tribe.
Hone of Xolgha!s, cither social or economic is traceasle
in Baria Xolis, From this one can also assume that this
factor way be responsible for the higher growth rate of
the populaticn of Xolgha tribe. If the population of
Vadodara (3,532) and Panchmahals (5,4613) districts axe
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excluded then the growth rate cof theilr population will be
4 less.
TABLE -~ 2 ;
Districtwise Xolgha population in the State.
Hame of the Population Pepulation Percentage
District (1961) (1971) increased
during
. .. docade.
1 shmedabad 101 55 - 2&7,2
2  Banaskantha 27 12 - 125.0
3 Bhavruch 262 23k - 1119
L PDangs 20 Ioohh 120.0
5 Theda 68 8 - 75030
6 Mehszana 16 12 - 20010
7 Panshmanals 365 5,465 'I,596?7
8 Sabarkantha 141 80 - 76.3
9 Surad 13, 284% 3?0?6 ) - 56:7
10 Vadcdara 15 3,532 2,335.8
11 vaisad % 16, 9kL7% :
Total: th,539 20,463 102.7
* This shows the figures of two districts {surat and

valsad)

According te the Census of 1971, among the total
Adivasi population of Gujarat, the nroportion of the
pepulation of ﬁclgha tribe was C.81. Most of their
populntion live in villages. 1In the total population,
of Kelghas, the proportion of rural populaticn was.
96,5% and the proporition of urban populnation was 3. 5%,
Tf we analyse from sex point of wview, there were 51, 4%

male and 48.6% female.
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District wise census of rural and urban population
is given in Table No.3 “According to the Ta%ﬁka wise
classification of the population, it is seen that there‘
is a high concentration of Xolgha popu}ation in Dharampur,
Vansda and Chikhli talukas of Valsad district and Mahuva
taluka in Surat district. All thesc talukas are
geographically connccted with Thana district in
Maharashtra State and with the districts of West
Khandesh,

Besides, their pcpulation is in large propulatien
in Maharashtra State. And according to the Census.of
1961, geographically, L7 villages and 3 citdies of Thana
District and 129 villages of Westfﬁhandesh werefﬁergéd
in Suret and Valsad Districits. Besides, at that time
27 villages of West Xhandesh were merged in Bharuch

District.,
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TABLE 13

‘Districtwise Rural and Urban Population (1971)

District Rural Population Urban Population Total

‘Male  TFemale Total Male Female  Total Male Female Total

1  Ahmedabdad - - - L2 13 55 2 23 55
2  Banaskantha 8 4 12 ~ - - 8 b 12
3  Bharuch 113 79 192 25 17 b2 138 96 2134
4  Dangs 30 14 Wy - - - 30 14 A
5 Kheda 3 2 5 2 1 3 5 3 8
6 Mehsana 8 h 12 - - - - 8 L 12
7  Panchmahals 2,762 2,700 5,462 i1 - 1 £,763 2,700 m.rmu
8 Sabarkantha U5 35 80 - - - L5 wu 80
9  surat 1,32 1,264 2,606 241 230 471 1,583 1,404 3,077
10 Vadodara 1,463 1,494 3,357 78 97 175 2,941 1,591 m,umm
11 Yalsad 8,463 8,201 16,664 124 159 2873 8,587 mmumo 16,947
Totals 14,637 au_uww 28, 43k 513 517 1,030 15,150 1k, 324 29,464

96.5% 3. 5% 51, 4%  48,6% 100%

Sources Census cf Gujarat, 1971.
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Habitation znd Dwellings:

In the talukas where this survey has bden conducted,
not a single wvillage. was found which was exclusively
inhabited by Xolghas. ThQir habitations are found to be
located in multi-caste mixed villages of Dhodias, Konknas,
Naikzs, Rajputs, Muslims, etc., In differgnt villages,‘they
are living in a group of ten to tweive families in some and
forty to fifty families in other villiages. One reascn for
this i8 that their present occupation is that of labour
and cattle grazing. If they live in large numbers in oneé
village, then it is difficult for 211 of them to get wage
labour or engage in cattle grazing. In some villages they

build their huts on 'the land of the;landowners w:'n;,h whom

‘they work. Recently, tho houses which were built.for them

under the 20-point programme by the Government are on
barren land, Their settlements are generally located
either on the outskirts or in one corner of the village.
In some cases they reside in a separate hamlet of their
own people which is referred to by the name of the_'Kolghavas'.
The. advanced tribal groups in the village consider themselves
superior to Kolghag and kcep minimum contact with them.

They come in théirrcontact only when necessitated by
circumstances because of living together in the village.

The Kolghas on account.of their abjact poverty take their
loew status for granted. DBut in day to day l1ife all these
tribal communitics do not have any animosity against them

in the village.

A Kolgha settlement is compact. The huts are
clustered together and not scatitered., The Kolghas huts
are of mud daubed walls with a peaited roof with grass. In
some huts the roofs are supported by bamboo columns. Most
of huts are circular known as 'Xuba!, Usually the huts
censist of one room only which is used by the family for
all purposes. Therc is one door and no windows and

ventilation., The doors are made out of bamboo splits.
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‘Thb houses built by the Goveynment have only manglori
tiles on their roof. In erecting hut al¥ the members
of the family participate. The close kins also help
each other while constructing their huts. A Kolgha hut
does not have =z tidy appearance. Inside the hut, the
few things ave found lying helter-skelter. Thus, their

dwellings sPeak-of their miserable living condition.

Phyvsical Appearallice

In appearance Kolghas are dark brown in colour and
they are medium to full statured. Women are tall, well
built and dlsorderly. in appehranbe they arg not very
attractive but they are stronélw built. So ény sort

of hard work can be done by them.

ILanguage

Kolghas have theiy own special dialect. And that

dialect is guite different from the other tribes which-

live in that area, Genarally in their day. to. day affaris,

they talk in their cwn diaiect., But they can understand

Guiarati language very well.

eport on Census of Baroda Sfate 1911, Chapter XL -
aste,Tribes and Race Glossary, pp.301.

3 R
C
The words of Maharashitrian dialect and Konkan dialect
are used in their dialect. In a way, the impact.
Thus even from dialectical point of wview, it is clear
that most of the families have been migrated in.search
of labour from West Khandesh and Thana district. A
1ist of some of the words of this dialect was prepared

which is listed below ¢
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'§ Father -~ Bah father's elder brother
.é mother - ayah - modhba

g elder brother - baba ~dovar bah
fg yvounger sister-bai father's mother

¥ father~dn-law - mana aju

] father's sicter - fToi

Father's younger brother - kaka

mother-inelaw - foi
ox - bail
cow - kalwad
buffalo - dobad
buffalo' ecalf - pardun
cow's calf ~ wvachhrun
goat - bokdi;
cocks -~ lkomdi
agriculture - kamai
lang - mal
1labourx - manhjri
having esaten - khaya..
mother's sister - jiji
mother's sister's husmand- kaka
son of mother's brother - dajo
‘brother-insiaw - - bhavad
aunt's son - dajo
uncle's son -  bhai
sanbeln - musajl
water pot - gaghar
marriage - lagna
lamp - kandil
Xothi - natki (of bamboo)
bread -~ bhakhar

| Compound - ogan

‘ kxodh -  godha
Osri - vosri
kKitchen cup-board -  DVEZH
ain utensil - bhaguna
- 5

P,



jug

valgani

arm

palm

finger
thumb

elbow
shoulders
forehead:.
boy

having dryrunk
to dance

to run away
burners
devta
leaf-plate
girt

small

yourntg girl
yYoung boy
eyes
eye-1ids
nose

haix

thront

back

leg

lower part of lesg
walst

knee
drunklknrd
slecping

to trke bath
chast

head

s tomach

1

1

!

10

tole
valana
hath--
néﬁ:
angdhi
oﬁghdha
Xopar
Ihandh
kepal
Hdose
piva
na?hay
pypn
chooli
ishta
baj
porgi
barik
badéi
badga
d_ola
papni
nak
kesh
mar
pich
neay
tol pay
kambag
gudgi
majur
nijla
anglay
ura
doki

pot

i9
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Education and Literacy

Accorxding to 1971 Census, the proportion of
literacy in Xolghas was 7.76%. The proportion of
literacy in male was 12.63% and in Tfemale 2.59%.-'In

the total urban pbpulation, the preportionef literacy

was 23.5% which mesans out of 1070, 2L3 persons were
educated. %While in the total rurml population, the

the proportion of education was only 7.18%,

Yhile the proportion of education among Adivasis

of Gujarat was 14,12%, Among malé it was 21.83% and in
female it was 6,15%. In 1961, the proportion of

% literacy in Xolghas waz 4.82%. In male it was 8.06%

= and in female it was 1.A44%,

Thus during the decade, from the populaticn
point of .view, there is no striking increase in
literacy. 7The proportion.of education to some extent,
has incrcesed among males. %hile in female, the
increase which is found, is negligible. The information
about the districiwise and the talukawise proportion

of education in Kolgh=zs is given in Table 5.
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TABLE -_h

ol *

Districtwise and Talukawise Literacy by sey (1971).

| District/ Population __Literate ‘Percent;
e .Taluka Male TFemale Total lale Female Total
1 AHMEDABAD
city ' Lz 137 55 26 L . 30 5L,.55
2 BANASKANTHA 3 L 12 - - - -
'i'- a Vadgam - 4 L - - - -
k| blvVav 8 0 8 - - - -
j o
1 BHARUCH 138 96 234 83 37 ‘120 51.28
(60.14)(38.54) .
2 Bharuch 17 9 26 3 1 b 15.38
b Anklesvar 3 - 3 .3 - 3 100,00
¢ Vagra £0 b7 107 26 7 33, 30.84
d Jambusay 1 - 1 - - Vo -
¢ Amod HY, 25 70 15 - 15 21.413
f Nandod 12 15 27 6 L 10 15.71
L DANGS 5 3 8 1 2 25,00
5 EHEDA 5 3 8 1 2 25.00 .
(20.0)(32.33) .
a Nadiad 2 1 3 - 1 3.33
b Kapadvanj - - -
¢ Thasra - 2 1 1 50.00
6 "MEHSAN.. 8 h 12 1 3 :
(25.) (25.0) 25.0
& Kheralu i - 1 - - '
b Vijapur & L i0 1 3 30.0 :
¢ Patan 1 - - & 4
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DISTRICT/ o P Literate o Percent.
g oluka Malé Female Total Male Female Total
7 PANCHMAHALS 2763 2700 54863 (28895) 13.¢7) 858 15.71
a Halol 3 - 3 3 X g 100,00
b  Santrampur 4 5 9 1 - 1 11.11
¢ Jhalod i1 17 28 3 - 3 10.74
4 Dohad 5 14 19 = - - -
e Limkheda 401 284 685 105 3 108 10.96
£f Devgadh

Baria 2339 2380 4719 674 69 743 15.74

N
8 SURAT 1582 1494 3076 201 : 75 276 ' 8,97
. (12.71) (5,01)
a Chorasi 209 199 408 89 55 144 35,29
b Kamrej 89 5 94 43 P 45 47,87
¢ Mangrol 20 31 51 4 i 11 21.57
d Mandvi- 38 40 1 - 1 2.50
e Songadh 12 13 12 1 13 100,00
f Nigar 44 46 90 B 7 7.78
g Bardoli 79 82 161 10 3 13 8. 07
h Mahuva 1077 1123 2200 30 7 37 1.68
i Palsana 14 7 5 19 5 - 5 26,32
9  VADODARA 1941 1591 3532 381 78 459 13.00
(19.62) (4.,90)
a Vadcdarsa i55 140 295 39 11 50 16,95
b  Xarjan 154 72 266 39 2 a1 15.41
¢ Padra 39 19 58 4 - 4 6.90
d Savii 101 70 171 14 g8 22 12.87
e Voghodia 30 - 30 1 - 1 3.33
f Dabhoi 70 34 104 7 1 8 7.69
g Sankheda 136 152 288 70 31 101 35,07
h  Jabugam 484 443 927 51 8 59 6.36
i Chhota
Udepur 613 538 1151 97 7 99 8,60
IR

.-—__—__'-—--——-—__
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DISTRICT/ ' -
, Taluka T : Population . : Literate - Percent. N
ik ' Male Female Total Male Female Total
i i Nasvadi 5 2 7 - - -
. Tilakwada 14 28 42 2 1 3 7.14
1 Sinor 100 93 193 62 9 71 36.79 i
. |
10. VALSAD 8587 8360 16947 390 93 483 3.05
PR L)
a Valsad 275 270 545 14 5 19 3,49
b  Pardi . 24 25 49 15 12 27 55,10
¢ Umbergaon 19 18 37 .3 - 3 8.11 i
4  Gandevi 315 247 562 35 9 44 7.87 |
e MNavsari 137 107 244 ! 17 15 32 13.11
£  Chikhli 1190 1152 2342 57 22 75 3.37
g Bensda 1763 1788 3551 60 7 67 1,89 |
h  Dharampur 4864 4753 9617 189 23 212 2,20
4  DANGS 30 14 44 14 3 17 15.90 1
(46,66) (21.42)
11 SABARKANTHA 45 35 80 71 8 10,00
(15.55)(2,.85)
a Prantij 6 7 13 - = - -
b Vijaynagar 2 - 2z 1 - 1 50,00
¢ Bhiloda 18 15 33 2 - 2 6.06
d Modasa 19 11 30 4 1 5 16.66
e Bayad - 2 2 S = - -
Total 15150 14314 29464 19314 371 2285

(12.63)(2.59)(7.75)

The figures in bracket shows the percentage




The deotails of literacy as reported in this siudy
is presented in Table-6. The data presented in'the
shows that. the majority of Kolgha population ig
illiterate. It is found that out of 869 persons, 519
(94.32) were illiterate., The proportion of illiteracy
among male was $3.0%. %While in female it was 97%. If
we exclude the infants below € years from the total
population, the total figure of the illiterate persons
was 1072, Thus the proportion of illiteracy was 93%
in the total population,. Oniy 20 persons were educated,
In which four were women. Among these 20 persons, 8
were edueated-~upto standard4IV,55 were educat%ﬁ ppto‘
standard-VII, 4 were educnted upto standard-X and 3
were educated upto $5.5.C. One woman is alse included

in this, Oniy. 18 children were studying at the time of

% . investigation. Among thess, 23 were studving in
F— preprimary classes, 6 were studying in Standard-v to
VII, while two were studying in Standard-X and two

were studying in S.S.C.

1] ;
From f%ggf figures it is clear that they are
G very baclkward from the education_point of view.
g Ecducational backwardness is also repponsible for their
X economic tackwardness. The proportion of education
1 was different in all the areas under study. Arewise
—— detail information of education is given in Table 6.
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TABLE = 4.
Talukawise Literacy by seX.. '
‘ ’,
Area i Male ' Female “Total :33
1 CHikhli 7y
Taluka _ _ &
, ™
Tiliterate 20 (87.2) 192 (96.6) 396 (90.6) #
Literate 12.{ 5.1) 3 ( 5.1) 15 ( 3.4) 15,
Studying 18 (77.7) 8 ( '3,9) 26 ( 6.0) -.:_;1
Totals 23L 203 ' 437 "ﬁj
2 Mahuwa %
Taluka _ i Y )
i 3
Illiterate 206 (98.1) 217 (97.8) 423 (97.9) )
Literate 3 ( 1.4) 1 ( 0.5) b { 0.9) %,
Studying 1 ( 0z5) 4 (3147) 5 ( 2.2) 4
_ ‘. '
Total 210 222 432 i
. . b
3 Dharampur -':,
Taluka T
Illiterate 147 (95.45) 131 (99.24) 278 (97.20)
Literate 1 { 0.65) . -1 ( 0.35)
Studying 6 (.3990) 1 {(07.6) 7 ( 2.45)
Total 154 . 132 - 286
Totals
Tiliterate 557 (93.14) 540 (96.95) 1097 (94.98)
Literate 16 ( 2.68) & ( 0.72) 20 ( 1.73)
Studying 25 ( h4.18) 13 { 2.33) 38 ( 3.29)
Totals 590 557 1155
)
b
P
9
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CHAPTER IT

MATERIAL CULTURE

Culture:

The population of Kolghas is, as mentioned eariler
concentrated mainly in Dharampur, Vansda, Chikhli and
Mahuva oa1ukas, These areas are mountainous and .covered
forests, Kolghas are staying here with the other
advanced tribal groups. In Chikhli and Hahuva they are
living with Dhodias. and in Vansda and Hharampur they are
11v1ng with Konknau.‘and warlis uhﬁ are. farmeLs.
Generally, Kolghas work as _avw w‘l'bourers in their farm,
The houses of Kolghas are. seen from 10 to 50 in thbse
villages where their Dopulat¢on is - éound. TIn most of
the villages h01ghas settiement are located on the
outskirts of the village. The other tribal groups and
ncn-trlba1 cons;der them untouchables.so their settlement
is 1ocated separately from the others. The size of the
Kolghe settlement varies from small to big ones.
Settlement of average size with population of 100 to 150

with 20-30 families are & common pattern,

The types of the walls of house

Generally, the huts of the Yolighas have an

extracurely poor appearance. Looking into,

TABLE 7

Housing conditions by type of walls.

Taluka . Bamboo ¥Mad Grass Total .
Walls Walls Wall

Chikhli 97 3 - 100

Mahuwa 100 - - 100

Dharampur - 3 57 60

Total 197 6 57 . 260
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From table it is clear that mostly there are
bamboo walls) which afe plastered with clay. The
condition of housecs according to roff material is given
in Tebls 8. K
TABLE 8

Housing conditions of type by roofs,

Taluka ' Thatched Mangelore  Country Total
- roof tiies Tiles
roof roof.
Chikhli 26 2 - 100
Mahuva 58 L2 - 100
i / .
Dharampur 29 i 19 12 100
Total 113 135 12 260
Percentage (43,46} (51.92) (h.62) 100

The houses of Kolghas are kuccha. But there are
Mangalori tiles on many of the houses, The reason for
this is that in some wdllages there was a plan for
constructing houses under 20 peints programme in which
Bs. 700/= were given as a subridy tc each house-hold foz:
houselw- ceﬁstruction. ¥amy households utitized the
amount for covering the roof with Mangalori tiles. 1In
some villages the houses were built under the Government
plan, in which the bamboo wall =and Mangalori tile were
used. In some villages Government built houses like a
Jam-tenament which is nct preferred by them. Kolghas
made . separate houses themselves cut of it by demolishing
these tcenaments, because they do not.prefer to live in
such houses where the wall is common, They distrubuted
the upper tiles in equal proportion. So on some houses
there are tiles on half part., The houses which were

built wunder the Government relief scheme were
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approximately square in shape. There are one oxr two

windowﬂ and a door to such houses. Otherwise there are

no windows in theé houses., And there is wooden window in

place of a.door. While the self-made houses 'are like
round kuba. The grass which is used for covering the
house on ﬁpper part is changed every year. This grass

is of paddy (hay) which is brought from the field of

And the rqpes which are built from grass are

1andowners.
So the-

fastenad on the upper matevial of the gErass.
This enbtire house they

grass remains glued to the roof,

build after two or three years again. If the bamboo

beams are not in the proper condition they are properly
They do not

ad justed and the houses are built again.
fetch the labourers (workers) to bwild the houses}

+ J
they build houses themselves. As pointed out earlier the

relatives do assist in the construction of house.,

The houses are approximately 10' x 15' size.

Mostly the houses contain only single room.

TABLE ©

oo e R T T e R B e
o Aawbis e T A

Eousing conditions according to number of room.

; Taluka One two more than Total
two vooms

Chikhli 84 15 L] 100

Mahuva ho L7 Iy 100

Dharampur 54 L 2 100
' Total 187 66 7 260
: Percentage (71,93)  (25.38)  (2.69) ( 100)
£
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Among 260 families which were investigated 724

families have been living in single room houses, While

familiss who possessed two rooms.houses were less in

numbers. HMostly the houses containing single roem are

like round kuba, in which at one side they keep ai oven

and in the middle they keep twe or three circular

structure made out of bamboo strips for storing grains

and -other things and in one corner grinding store, if the

family possessed two room bonses are tlicse which have been

biilt under the Goﬁérnment schemes, very seldem, Kolghas

construct twe room lienses from their own resources.

Thus, the general pattern is that of oné toom house. In

their houses they keep hearth, wooden pbts, éfinding

stone etec. In the other rbon;-a batboo is ﬁept hén@ing*

to put clother and other things, The other room is used

as a bed-~rvoom,

Generally the houses of the Kolghas are built on
the landlord's land or in barven land, They have %o
depend completely on the landlord if the house is’

contructed upon his land.

If the house is built on the landlord's land,
there is.a constant fear of being driven out by him at
any time. Hence they cannot go out for work if the
landlord needs them even if they get better wages at.
other places. So they can go out to work at other
placcs only when the landlcrd has no work, Moreover
the women-folks have to do houschold work of the
iandlord. In return they get foodgrains, zThey'have
tc work there in spite of the expioitation because
they have their houses on the landlord's land. The
children have to ge for graszing cattle in returm
they get the grains and #he.children have to work.
only for the cattle grazing,
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The distribution of houses according to the

ownership of land is given in Tables 10,

TABLE 10

Distribution of houscholds accocrding to ownership of land.

Taluka In own In in Govi. Total
- Jand : Landiord's 1and
land
Chikhli 7 71 22 100
Mahuva s 5 79 100
Dharampur 37 22 1 ;60
i o
Total: 50 108 ' 102 260
Percentage (19.23) (h1.54) (29,23) 100

It can be seen from above table that about 43
percent families were round to live on landlord's land
294 of families were given land

at the time of survey.
Generally thelandlord

for'housés-by the Government,
gets Be3 to 4 - as rent per annum and they have to
remain in constant fear of the landlerd because they

would be driven out if they do net go for landlord's

work,

Household Artiecles

- The inventory of the housc shows a couple of
earthen vessels or aluminium vessels for cooking, an .
earter pot for water,or earten plate for making 'Rotlal.
These are the cooking etensils in a Kolghas house.
Besides thesc there will be one or two baskets for
hatching_the cggs and also for enclosing the popurltry.

The beoding is very simple and consisits of one or two
a Y P
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baskets for.batching the eggs and also for enclosing

the poultry. The bodding is very simple and consists

of one or twe pieces of gunny bags br palm leaves mat
and rags, generally l1lying on a horizontal bamboo bar.
The tatsered pieCGEEOf the¢ used dresses are also put on
theo same bamboo bar: Cots,cotton mattresses, copper or
brass utensils are absent in most of the houses of
¥olghas. This is obvious because he cannot afferd any
such thing due to pverty. Very few Xolgha house possess
cots, brassz vessels, grdnding stone, etc. The number of .

household using houschold articles are given in Fable 11,

TABLE 11
]
:
No.cf Households using household articles.

ITtems Chikhli Mahuva  Dharam- Total Percentage
— puk " Family = of

Total Total = Total Total
family family family - family

VESSELS

Aluminiuin 100 100 60 260 100.0¢

Brass 6 29 6 b1 15.8

Stell 1 - = 1 O.h

Earthen 100 100 60 260 100.90

coTs

Newar 1 - - 1 100.0

Eathi 21 70 L 95 3.5

FURNITURES

Table.Chairs - 1 1 2 OtS
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No., of Households using household articles.

T tems Chikhli Mahuva Bharam- Total Percen-

Dur - Family tage of

Total Totel Total Total

family family family Fampily
Bicycle - 1 5 6 2.3
Wrist Watch 3 1 4 8 3.1
Radio 2 1 13 16 6.2
Lentern 1 2k - 25 9.6
Chimmi 90 30 60 230 88.5
Lantern - - 21 21 8.8
Torch 1 5 18 24 9.2
T runk 16 61 ;@ 85 ’3';2. 7
Grinding 10 L2 /50 102 39,2
Stpge
Grinder 10 Lz - 52

It can be seen from Table 11, what type of houschold
things are there and how many families use them. FEarthen
utensils are used by all families. %hils brass utensils
are used.by only 41 families out of two hundred sixty
families, Aluminium utensils were found from all the
houses, while stell utensils were found only in orne

family.

Apart from this, among other things, cots are
used not by all the families but only by 36 percent.
of them, Even in the houses of.36 percent families,
there were only one or itwc cots, These are not for
all the family members but only for the gumests. The
family members slecp on the ground on gunny bag. Only
ene family had a Newar cot while cots with Kathis
thread were found with 95 femilies., These cots are
made by themselves. The bring logs of wood from forest

and prepare the cots themselwes from bemboos cr

timber.
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Only one family had a table and chair., DNo other

family had any furniture.

Six families owned cycie, wrist watches were owned
by 8 families. Radio by 16 and 1antern by 25 families.
The lantern is used for catching frogg in the dark
night.. The Chimni is generally used for lighting
; houses. Bven lamps were not found in all the houses.

E: Luxurious items were scarecly feund. Only six families
had torches. Only 85 familios hhd small trunks for
clothes, Apeart from-this, the grinding stone for

daily use was not found in many houses. .0nly 102 ount

of 260 families owned the grinding stone. The rest

used the grinding stone of thciﬁ neighbours. /

3

e A

Maotresses and other bedding equipments were
v rarely found. The beds are mde of the lpaves of palm

i trees or old bags. They de net use mabtresses or

blankets but in winter, they sleep around the Pire

in the middie of their houses.

The principal occupation of the Kolghas is
iabour. Some of them have a land. They prepare
palm-mats for their own use. ™e¢e Kolghas who are
farmers kecep their equipments gutside thg homse
bn the wall, and on one side of the wall keep a
cattio-shed. In this cattle~shed, thej keop COWS,
bullocks or goats and agricultural implements.

They do not even have all the agricultural implements
cxcept a plough. Somctimes they berrow the implements

from the ilandlord of from relatives.
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The Musical Instruments

Among musical instruments, pipes, flutes and
drums are found and bronze dish is alsc used on
occasions like marriage, These instvuments are not

neceasarily found in all the houses.

The musical instruments are handmade. The drum
is also self-made from theleather, On occasions like.
marriage, the:instrumen%s are played by their own men.
Scome specialists are alse calied upont to play instruments

at the time.of marriage and paid %. 20 25 for their :

performance, i
i ’
‘ .

i

Weapons and Hunting Instruments.

- Among waapons, Kolghas have nothing except axe,
stick, While goind to the fbrest, they carry axe.

Apart from this, they do not use other weapoll.

They do hunting by preparing trap tut hunting
is reaortedl to very rarely. The Gilol is used to

kill bixrds.,

-The fishing-nets are found in almost all the
houses.. During monscon, most of the men and women
go out fox the fishing. Fish is used in their dict.
They go fox fishing in groups of five or ten and

distribute the fish among themselves.

Dress and Ornaments:

-The male Xolghas wear short cdhoti or shoris put
on cap., The young men generally wear shorts and shirts.
Some put cn pants and bush-shirts. 7The children wear
nickers, bande or only shirts, NMean do not use any

ornamezsnts,
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Women wear Saris below waist and cover haad
with a piece of saree and put on blouse. 01d women
put on sari blouse while yound girls also wear sari

and bluouse.

Gold ornaments are not found at all. Silver
ornaments arc alsoc rarvely found. Among the 260
families, under the inguiry, the follcwing ornaments

were found.

TABLE 12

Ho., of families using arntgments,

Taluka . . Gold . Silwver 'Nicklé

! {Xalai)
Chikhli - - 75
Mahuva - 7 97
Dhayxampur - 1 22
Total - 8 194
families

Even these ornzments are not found in all the
families, Generally, ornaments of brass metal like
nickle are used., Among these are neck-lace, hangles
and todis. Moreover, nasal-ring is alsoc used, These
are the main ornaments and all the women do not
necessarily have them. Most of the Kolghas women
used plastic and artificial ornaments.' Especially
voung girls wear glass or plagtic bangles, plastic
neckiace and ear-ring. Moreovsy, the ribbons, kajal,

cetec., are used as cosmetics.
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Apart from these, other things 1like smaller

mirrors, combs are found in some houses. Some. boys and

girls kecp handkerchiefs and pocket-combs also.

Food and Drink

Mogt of the Kolghas dc not get a square in a
day. Their diet maigiy consists of coarsec food grains,
They use ﬂhatgver 1s lecally avaiable., Food is
provided ﬁy.the landlord or prepared from grains.given
in return of their labour. Today this community
subsists on 'bhadka'! (a gruel), a preparation in
which the flour of grains is mixed up in hot water with
salt and chillies. - They eat. aa;ppatls which may be
prepared from maize of Jowar, or n1311 or wari. Thelr
food includes pulses, rice angd sometimes vegetables.~ 
They even eat flesh of dsad animals, As they are very
fond of flesh.it 1is possible that in absecnce of huntlng
materials i,e, wild.life, they must have taken to- this
unhygienic practice. On some occasion they eat chicken.
Hoteover, they ezt 'S0LIX! (dfied fish) which are just
roasted and eaten. Eges are rarely consumed. by. them.
They also supplement this diet.with small games, such
as hares, patridges, squirrels, pigeon, cuts and birds

when zavaillable.

From summer %o the close monsoon, they eat
whatover is casily available in the forest. wWild roots
such as 'Kadva Xanda' (wild onion), a kind of poisonous
tuber, is also consumed. They eat green leaves of
'“aradi' (carthamus tinctorius) l4ahuda flowers and
fruits ( Madhnealalifoliz), Bansoo sceds (Dendrocalamus
strictus), Bel fruits (Azgele marmelors) etc. But
by and large most of the Xolghas families are passing
days without sufficient and wholesomo fecod, They do
not consume milk and any milk products. Bven small

children are not given milk tc drink. Use of tea is



12 37

not common although marm.of them occasionally taste it
when they wvisit to Bazar. Xolghas like any other
tribal group do not corsider consuming liquor as an
evil habit. 7The whole family including the young ones
consurie liguor together. Right from the time a child .
is bern till his death liguor is a divine drink to them.
Every ceremonial or religious ococasion is celebrated with
liquor, Most of the Kolghas appear to be liquor addicts,
Mozt of their earnings are’sgent on liguer, Generally
1iquor is made out of Mahudé.flowers or Jaggery after
Termentation and distillation. It is impossiblejto
Banish liquor from the Koigha community., 3If they do
not get Mahuda liquor. they ceonsume liqﬁbrfmaﬁe'out in
unhygienic condition. This hlsc affects very badly on
the health of the Kolghaé. Tt has been repofte& that
death due to gastric ulcer is common among the Koighas

and other tribals in general

Smoking of bidies made out of Ashitra leaves is
very common and both mean.and women smoke without any

hositation. or restriction,

e
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CHAPTER III ‘18

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

-The Xolghas sye mainly dependent on agricultural
labours The major part of their income is derived from
this, source. They do nct have much iand. Majority of
ﬁhe Kolghas-are_heredi%éry labourers. Generally they
wak permaﬂentlﬁnfdr the landierd. The women‘alsp_do
the labour work. Many times, they have to do houselold
woxk at ﬁhe-laﬁdlord‘é house., Their eccnomic condition
1s pltlable. - They have to remain without food many
tlmes in a.year, They live permamently with the 1andlord

Ffor labour. Many times all the members of a family have

to work for a single‘landlord. - They are paid Rs. 2 to 3
as wages and in;sdmé case one time meal is also providéd
by the . -landlord, 0nly in some areas, meal 1s prov1ded.
They have to incur debt frequently to meet the
expear1+ure oIl SOulal cceasion's and heve to work for
the landlold with less® wage in order to repay the debt,
From ong point.ofl view their condwtlon is just like
bonded labours. I% is found that in most of.ﬁhe
villages undex survey they have been attached'tb"a
landicrd only. Theyicouid net go teo work any where alse
even though they might get better wages. Thus they are
working just like bonded lzbours, though in a strict
legal seﬂSe according to Government definitions they

are rot bonded. They do not get work throughout the
year., Hence, they have to go from place.to place in
search of work. EBspecially they go out for work at

the time of sowing and cutting the sugarcane, Many
families'always go‘to work in 'Chiku' and mango orchand.
They are vexry expert in preparing 'Kyaris', Mostly
they go out for work in summer and winter, but come

back 4o their native place in monsoon,
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Anart from this, they sec their children engaged
for grazing cattlce of the landlord. For graszing cattlie
they get.100 Kiles of paddy yearly or ks, 100 and a pair
of cloth. . '

The Xolghas r051d1ng in Dhavampur cut and sell the

ferﬂWODd in addition to labour work.

In some areas some Kolgha families'keép'é,cmw
buffalo belonglng to some other family, Teed it'till it
gives bixrth to a calf then get half tho price of the
.pattle, arrived at mutually or through a third person.
Some also.keép"hé-buffaloes witﬁ'whose'half they till
tho Ticld on payment both for their labour for their he

;
r 7

buffaloes, ; . !

Some Kolghas kecp hens and goats only for their
own domestic purposes. The income from this sources is

negltigibie,

Apart from thls some of t&om collect herbs 11ke
S ol enun, ‘Xantha Carpum' from fields and forest and
alter drylng it. uu, sell to the loeal shop tradcrs at
Bs. 2/— Uﬂr 2,5 7T They also sell other minor forest

produce,

fhey are also expert inm pressing grass bales, for
which they get %.120/- per 100 bales. They alsc catch
frogs from October to Deceomber from the ponds and canals
for which they get B.1 to 2 per frog by selling them
to a few Muslim agents a®t Billimora who sell them in
Bombay. They also engage themselves in hewing firewood
for which they arc gotting &s.10/- (withour food).
They have a reputation of being very efficient hewers

of wood.
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Some Kolghas have a plot of land. The lands have

been distributed_to them under Bhoodan. As they were
cultivating land very primitively whatever income earhed

from agriculture would not support them édequately.
Actually whatever he earns from. farm produce would

hardly last even for two months.

- In Bhagwanpur viliage_of Mahuva taluka one family
was doing retail business of vegetables.” Similarly, in
Dharampur taluka three famllges were ongaged in. raetail

Jbu31ness of cuttlery artlcles. Moreover, some people

prepared a kind of raincoat called *Cenghdu" out of
bamboos. . They got BK.2 to:3 per piece of "Cenghdu".
They have been also catching the_fish;bﬁfuit is:onlf..u
for domestic consumption and not for sale., In Ozarx
village of ﬁharaﬁpﬁf taluka, 2 families were rearing
pig but agaim, it is only for domestic consﬁmotion_and
not for sale.

Total Workins Popuiation

. According t6 1961-Census, the mumber of total
workers among tho Kolghas was 8190 which was 55.71% of
the total population;-;Theﬁpopﬁlétion of the working
population was 58,96%among men while 52.32% among
women. The.number.of Women Workers was less than the
men workers, Thuo, the ratio of workers was 100 men_
for eighty five women. Thélinformation regarding the
working population is noﬁﬁa%ailable for 1971 Census.
So it is not possible to compare the difference during
the decade. Now will see in which occupation. the
Kolghas are employed according to 1961 Census. It can
be seen from the figures in Table 11 that 57% of the

total population were employed in Tarm labour and 30%
Were employed in'cultivation, The number of these
engaged in other occupation, was negligibile.




L1

Oout of the surveyed families consisting of 869
persomns, only.260;(22é5%).9ersons were earning members,
while 516 (44.6%) rersons.

TABLE - 11

W

Industrial classification of workers (1961).

Occupation_f' . Numbers = percentage_

Male TFomale Total Male Female Total

Total - 7,429 7,110 14,539 51,10 148,90 100.0
Population : B L
Total 4,380 3,720 8,100 54,07 45,93 10000
workers- - . AT
> Total 3,049 3,390 6,439 45,93 54,07  100.00
mon-~workers ’ - . L.
b cuT tivator 124% 1165 2h12  28.47 31.32  29.78 i_
) - . S S )
e Agricultura R i - 'i'
i 1abourer. 2;328. 2,274 4,602 53,16 61,13 56,81 ,
Forestery, ’ o ’ ;ﬁ
Mines, 156 26 182 3.356 0,70 2.25 -
Animal ¢
Hushandxry .y
Houschold. 27 11 38 0,61 0.30 0.h7 &
Industries . . . :
0 ther 182 25 207 4,16 0.66 2.56 ¢
Tndustries ' . : )
Construction 11 5 16 0;25 0.13 0.20 I
Trade and 22 8 30 0.50 0.22 0.36 |
Commarce ’ . 2 _g
_ Transport and’ 38 - 18 0.87 - 0.47 !
] Communication. - . . ’ 3
g
i Service 369 206 g5 8,42 5.54 7.10 q
| : 3
i - '

Total n,380 3,720 8,100 100.0 100.00 100.00 1




though employed in econcmic activites, depended ofi the
main eariing members wh:;'LJle 279 persens did not do any
ecenomic activities, Thus out of total population,
average 67% persons earn livelihood threough one or
another econcmic activity. The proportion of earning

o 4
women was about 47, 2%
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&l TABLE - 12
>
3!?- Distribution of working population .in different
s Teac,
) po —
)'50 Subject Chikhli | Mahuva Dharampur
N Male Female Total_zlvialjaﬁﬁ‘emale'To‘ba].,.,_Mal_aj Femalo T,
). 78 = —
’ Earners 97 3 100 99 1 100 60 - 60
» 31 g {22.88) (23.:14) (2098)
. ¢ , ~ . . 3
>, bx .% Earners 69 143 212 g 127 166 Ly 913 138
but (48.51) (38.43) -~ (4825)
5 depanded '
|-‘7 2
} ‘ |
’ i Non-ezrners 68 57 125 72 9k 166 51 37 38&
) ; (28.61) {38,43) (3077)
e
) : Total 23h 2073 437" 210 222 32 156 130 286 ~
.20 : (52.55) . {(100.0) = {51.34) © (s4.55) (1c0D)
) : (h6.05) (168.61) (100.0) - (25.55)
» 36
-
S :
B ; Thus it can be seen that the Yelghas woman also
} § - )
. 0 % do very hard work to sarn their livelihood just like
T = '% the Xolghas men,
: 2
o
_' E Bconomic Life
T
i
%' Qut of the surveyed 260 Families, the main
§ occupation of 201 familiss was labour, while 56
%
g familics kad some agriculiural Ieond in addition to
% lakbour., Whrile the main occupation of 3 families was service,

Gt




Agricul ture

As stated sbove the main occupation of Kdlghas_iél i

1sbonr worik. They had little agriculture land. Only 58
families out of the total.families had some land out.of

ihaich 532 families possessed iand uoto 1 to éuz acres,
three families 2%2 to 3 =meres, two family.possessed
more than ?12 acres of land, Out of the total families,
the maximum land possessed by a family was 9 acres, '
while the minimum land posscssed by one family was 2
gunthas only. The aﬁcfage 1and possessed by the land
owning families was one acre apd 23 gunthas,/YQt it is
noteworthy that out of 33 families who possessed land,
only L7 families had land of their own, while 17

famities were given lamd to %ill by their landlord.

The production was very low because of the low
quality of land. The families under inquiry were
cultivating mainly paddy, Jower, nagli, tur, gram and
sugarcane, Only 2 families nroduced sugarcane. Most
of the Kolghzs do not cultivate rabi season cYOD.
Whatever was produced from Farms was kZept for owi
consumption. Nothing was produced for selling in the
market, The agriculiure wns of = very primitive type,
they cannot'cultivate'the 1and properly owing to the
land properly owing to the scarcity of implements.
3ecause of their poor GCoOnolic cordition, they. rarely
use highbreed sceds, fertilizers of pesticides.
Generally, they have only one plough and a 1Samar' as
agricul tural implements., Out of 58 families under
study, only 30 families hacd a nair of bullocks while
one Tamily had only one bullock. Generally they -
cultivate the land by hiring bullocks. The families
without bullocks hire from tribal neighbours-in the
village. A pair of bullocks can be hired at the rate of
Fs. 15 per day.
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Kolghas do no% generally use fertilizers but
those having cattle use coﬁdung‘manﬁfe. About I families
have been reported to use chemiéal fértilizers. Most
of Kolghas are net in a position to afford chemical
fertilizers. The Kolghas still use local seeds. No
one has adopted improved variety.of seed. No irrigation
faciltities are available to thom, iIn absencc of these,
the average vielé@ per acre is low (Bs.107). Though
agriculture is the secondary occuvation of these pecple,
they earn very little from agriculture, so they manifest

very little interest in improving their agricul ture,

Regarering - the income and gxpénertuseg it can
bé seen from the figures in Table 33 that the net
production per acre was only ®.707. In the group of
upto 2.5 acres, the yield per acre was B5. B9 /- while peyr
acre production of the families.holding more than 7
acres of land was only B,111.00. Thus it can be clearly
seen that it is impossible to maintain.the family from

such small-holding throughout the year.
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TABLE 1
.bﬂuwaﬁpﬁcumw Income and Expenditure according to landholdings.
Total Sime of Totdl AgTri. Manures Seeds Land Labour Total House- Cash Net Avera-
Ho.of Pmﬂmm Lefid  Prod- Revenue Expen- Agri- hold _ Agricul- ge.
H,_.".wﬂu... wpo“_.m._. uction . as Expen.Expen- tural Produ-
1ies. ing (ms.) (rs.) (Rsa.) (rs.) Rs.) ses’  8es. Tnecome. ctiom
(£aGu) (rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) per
acrae
. (Rs.)
52 021 to 55.16 9,154 1,783 1,004 176 1,259 L,222 1,877 2,345 14,932 89420
2-5 ;
9 2.5 to  13.C0 L, 540 955 375 120 a5 2,17% 725 1,450 2,365 182.00
| 5~0 : ;
| 2 5.0 to  18.0C 1,772 100 85 80 40 205 85 sno 1,467 105,00
7-5
1 fAbove 9.0¢ 1,175 25 Lo 60 50 175 Lo 135 1,000 111,00
_.N-m " . LA
58 - 91.16 16,641 2,863 1,50k 436 2,074 6,877 2,727 K, 150 9,764  100.00

(41.63) (21.87) (6.34) Auo.dmvﬁaoo.oVAuo.mmuhmo.umv
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Animal HJusbandary

b

3 Some Kolghég'kéép cows, goats; Out of total
families surveyved, 16 were keeping cows. During the
survey a wehsus cf cattle and poultry was underizken
and it was found that altogether the live stock
numbereg 162 except fowls which means that an average

household possessed less than ohe cattle,

. The figures in Table 14 reveal that 36 houscholds

owned 39 cows, 20 houschelds owned. 23 calves and 27
households owﬂed,31 goats and pigs. 247 houscholds
owned 12235 fouls, /[Though Kolghas¥ownithese catt%e and
poultry practically no income is: derived front these
sources, and only in case of emergency some fowls or
goat is scold to meet dire nceds of case money. Cows
are kept with the explicit purpose of getting bullocks

to be used in their farming.
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TABLE - 1k 47

Animal Husbandary accerding to

different occupations.

Subject Occupation
Labour Leabouy Service .
WoTrk work -+ + Service Total
Farming Farming
Total .7 25 3 - 3% .
Cows Familes (19.0h4) (72.23) (8,33) (jqo.oo}
Numbers .7 .29 .3 39 - -
(17.75) (74.36) (7.69) - (1c0.00) §
Total Lk 32 4 .1 /’ 37
Bullocks Familes (10.81) (86.49) 1" (2.70) - (190.00)1
Numbers & .61 .2 59 . :
(8.70) (88.41) (2.90) - (100.00)
Total y <15 -1 20 -
C1laves TFamiles (20.00) (75.00) (5.00) - (100.00)
Numbers g 18 1 23
(17.39)  78.26  (h4.35) {100.00),
Total 22 - 5 27 -
coats Familes (81.48) (18.52) - - (jo?:EEj
23 8 31
Pigs Number (74.19) (25.81) - - (100.00)
To tal 175 69 2 1 2k
Fauls Familes (70.85) (27.9%4) (0.81) (0.40) (100.00)
Numbers 871 3h2 5 5 - 12257
! (71.26) {2.92) (0.Lt) (0.41) (toc.o00)
i Total 212 147 © 7 1 367 -
# Grand Familes (57.77) (bo.05) (1.91) (0.27) (100.00)
“a Total y - B
& Numbers 9713 - 458 11 5 1387
. 165.83 (33.02) (0.79) (0.36) (100.00)

"

s
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I ncome

As méntioned earlier, for a large portlon of *he
worklng pomulatlon among Kolghas agricul tural labour
“is the main source of income, There are two types of
_.labourers, (a)'the.daily labourers and {b) attached
laboursrs. They are getting Bs.2/- per day. Besides
wages in cash, labourers are given mi&ﬂday meal (only
two Rotlas). Distribution of incoms from different

sources is given in Table 15,
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Incomé rrom éifferent sources b©Y
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o

cccenpations.

Income Cccunation
Labour Labour Serviég 6ﬁly Total
Azri- Lgri-
in Rs, culturs culture Service
Agriculture - 38e4L’ 1900 - 10764°
income (8.44) {26.53) (2.87)
Animal
Husbandry 7988 hgak .312 .60 13194
income (3.10) (4.60) (f.36) 1.10 (3.51)
‘ 4
I )
L abour 2&8&76 89910 750 - 339136
ingome (96.&0) (85.57} (10.L47) (90.33)
7
Service & 250 1410 k200 5%00 11260
trade
income (0.1C) (1.34) (58.64) (98.9C) {3.00)
other icho 50 - - 109¢C
incomes (0.40) (0.05) (0.29)
Total 257754 105068 7162 5460 37540
income (100.090) (100.00)(100.00)(1@0.00) { 160.00)
Annual incoie
ner family 1282, 36 1876.21 3581.00 5460 1444 ,02
Annuzal income . .
per capita  309.43 a43.36 796,00 780.00  325.05
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The figures in Table 15 show that they derived
9C percent of total income from labour work. Income
from other sources are negligible, The annual income
per household was Rs. 1444 and per capita income was
Bs. 325,

The figures given in Table 14 negarding the-
distribution of h6USes according to different income
ranges show.that about 2/3rd of the houscholds had an
income of Bs. 1500/ annually, .only 7 hbuseholds had

income of more than B.3,000/- annually.

Dimension of poverty - *

In the case of Kolghas a painful and grim reality
of starvétion emerges, - for nearly the entire community
as all of them are far below the poverty line. The

nationally acgcepted minimum level of 1iviﬁg postulates

a monthly per capita consumer expenditure.of Bs.20/=-
at 1960 priées which works out to about Rs. 60/~ per

. ; capitz per month at 1974-75 prices. . Almost all the
Kolghas housechclds are below the poverty line. (See
Table -17},
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TABLE

- 16

Distribution of households according to income

ca

gro

DS,

Occupntion

Incoms ,
Group Labour iLabour Service OCOniy Total
WwoTrkK Agri- Agyi- Gervice
(k.) culiure culture
Less than 2. 2.
500 (1,00) ™ - - {0777)
501 to 70 . 1 71
1000 (34.82) {1.79) + | - (27.31)
1001 to 82 19. 101
1500 {10.80) (33.92) (38.85)
1501 to 28 17. Ls.
20060 (13.93) (30.36) (17.31)
2001 fo 19 14, 1 34
3000 (9.45) (25.00) 500.00 (13.08)
3001 to 5 5
1000 N (8.93) (1.92)
4001 to 1. 1
5000 - - 50,00 (0.38)
Abovwe 1. 1.
5001 - - - 100.00 (0.138)
Total 201 56 2 . 1 260

(100.c0) {10c.0e) {100.00} (100.00) (100.00)
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TABLE - 17

;Monthl? Expenditure according to Cccupations.

Group of Cccupation
monthly : r
Expenditure Labour Labour Service only Total
Pexr Capita. work - Agri- Agri- service
(imsse ) culture culture
Total W7 L S = S
1 toFamily (23.38) (7.14) : (19.62)
20 Total 235 20 264
" population
21 Total 97" 30 . 127
¢+, Family (48.27) (53.57) % - (48.85)
30. Total 109 180+ ‘589
~ ‘population _ - - .
31 To#al hj' 16" . 60
4o Family {21.39) (28.57) (50.00) (23.00)
yo Total 161 7€ 1k 241
~ Fopulation -
41 Total 11 . 5 . 1 17
4o Family (5.47) (8.93) - (100.0C)(6.54)
50 Total 22 17 7 46
Population
51 Total 3 1 ]
1, Family (1.4%9) (1.79) - - (1.54)
6o Total 6 L 10
Population —
Agov%otal - - 1T 17
to Family {300.00) (0.37)
60 1y tal 5 5
Population - - -
Total 201" 56° 2 - 1 260
To- Femily { 100.00)(100.00)(100.00) (100.00)(100.00}
fay o e
Total 833 306 9 7 1155

Population
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Nearly 80% of households covered in this study

have reported period of starvation. Starvaticn repcrting

house@pld ig defined as a hcuscheld members starved

through-cut the day {(i.c. missed both the meals) for

some Adays, and in addition missed one~meal a day for
The incidence

The

some days during sone part of the year.
of starvation is particularly high .during RONASCON.
details of starving households are given in Table 17

Quaiity and level of Consumotion:

Gonsumption of =all items particularly food is

pitiably low among the Kolghas. They eat whateveyr is

ie from coarse grains to edible leaves
The gattern of .

!

readily availab

when nothing else is available.

consumption is examined in Table 18 fbr individual
The table reveals that foremos<t jitems for

s food. OF

items.
expenditure in the cconomic 1jfe of Kolgha i
the total houschold expenditure néarly 40 per cent. is

spent on food. After food, next items are clething and

liquor on which sizeable expenditure is incurred by an

Consumption of food items
The

average Kolgha household.

varied from cne category of household. to another.

per capita expenditurecon food was Rs.429/q.‘ Next in

importance was liguor and clothingw(Rs.37). The annual

expenditure per family was Rs.1,h27/-, out of this 97

percent in cash and only 3 percent from household

Assets
The distribution of assets held by them is

given in Table 20.

¥

17
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18
TABLE - 18

Household Expenditure acco¥

ding to occupations

~{)

(Percentage).,

”l R Occupations
Exp endi ture Labourer  Labouf Labouf only Total
+ Agr. + AGT. Service
1 Food 96632 hgBo1  1582 |hh 1489L9
(37.62) (L7.88) (2h.0h {24n.56) (ho.1h)
2 Milk 160 150 . 200 - 510
(0.06) {0.14) (3.09) (o.18)
4 Sugar Gur 13617 2271 15 157 16200
(5.30) (2.18) (=2.40) (4.57) (4.37)
i Ghee-0il 10178 30573 270, 105 . " 172606
(3.96) (2.93) (h-125_ (3.06) /(3.67)
5 Tea-Coffee 349 749 50 35 5183
(1.69) (0.72) (0.77) (1.02) (1.540)
6 Spices 4930 1515 . 60 30 6535
(1.92) (1.45)  (0.93) (0.87) (1.76)
9 Vegetables 6480 1913 100 50 8543
(2.52) (+.84) (1.54) (.16} (2.30)
8§ Meal-eggs 12283 522 375 200 17380
(4.78) (n.34)  (5.80) (5.82) (4.68)
9 TFuel 7386 17136 150 1135 9hLo7
(2.87) (1.67) (2.32) (3.93) (2.54)
10 Tobacco 9148 3817 . 100 80 12745
Cigarcttes (2.56) (2.28) .(1.5&} {2.33) (3.4}
11 Liquor 31582 7935 200 - 39717
(12.;0) (7.62) (3.09) (10.70)
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Expenditure -

Occupations

_;Lquur§§31=tapouf?f“Serviaeﬁ
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Service -

‘>mn¥9$aL

T T

o6

12 Trave-
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lling —

(2.66)

e
(2.81),

{Egﬁ,f_mm

(2.15)

e
(2.97)

(2.65)

13 Clething |

Sy .
=

23812

;wgﬁf21} q

12257

(17.86}~

. ...350
(5.1}

- E5C
(18.92)

‘L2169
(11.37)

14 Footwear .

36kg o 0 “

(;.20)

378 .

(0.84)

70
?;(j'oa)

“50

| (1,&6)'

6ELT7
(1,29)_

15 Education:

oo

. Lo.16)

o
{0.03)

e
Ci0sa72)

300

L(B.?z)n

S 1120

- (0.30)

16 Social
Expenses

17212
(6.70)

?.9200{

- 700

(10.82)

200

- (5.82) -

a3z

(7.36)

+7 Others

1265

- 1650

1600 -
(24.73)

. o S

500

5015

- (o.koy .

(1.538)

S8

(14.55)

- (1.35)

Household
consump tion

735
(0,29)

. 10018
- (9.61)

1642

(25.30)

12395

( 3. 34)

Cash

256195

99.71)

oh178

~ (90.39)

L4829

(74.63)

W6

(100.0)

353638
(96.66)

Total

256930

105166
(100.0)

6471
(100.0)

- 3436 371033
(100.0) (100.0)




TABLE - 19 5

tanual Bxpenditure per Capita (Bs.)

ciwves - T ... Occupation L
SRR L R e
Labocur Labouxy = Service Servite Tdﬁal
work - - work +  Farming '
o Farming - - B ¢ )

116,00 163,04  175.78 120,57 ° 125596 |

0.19 oL he 22,22 -. 6. bk 1 )

16.35 7.h2  17.22 22,43 1403 | (N

ey 12,22 9.98 30.00 15,00 11,78 !

i iten 5.22 2.55 5.66 5.00 L, ho
5.62 4,55 6.67 h.29 5.66 b '

crotables 7.78 6.28 11,11 2.1k 7. 40 :; '
Moub-Bgss 14,75 14,78 41,87 28¢57 15.05 | ) '
8.87 5.67 16.67 19,29 8.14: 1 ¢
10.98 11.17 11,11 11,43 11.03

Licgnor 37.91 25.93 22,22 -. 34,39

8,20 9.57 15.44 14,29 8,65

3,59 40,38  18.89  92.86  36.51

6.98 287 778 7o sass Lo

551 0.50  ©0.10 _ _ h1.11  h42.86.  0.97 ' ,
20.66  30.07  77.78  28.57  23.65 "

R PR 1.52 . 5.39 177.78  71.43 4,3 ,

23 508,044 340,51  719.01 490,87 321,25 ,
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- TABLE - 20
—_ Assests according to Occupations
Asséts Lahour Labour Service Service Total
“3 work worik + Farming only
Farming
Houses 45950 26620 - kodo 3500 81070
(49.65) (15.22) (15.22} {87.00) (25.92)
Lands * 107150 19000 - 126150
(57.02} (72.30) {40.33)
Treas 6585 - 275 | 6850
(3.50) . (1.05) s (2.19)
Ahimals 11535 30250 - 1535 50 43390
(12,22 {(16.10) (5.8L4) (1.24) . (13.87)
Agricul- - 285 L2243 275 4803
tural . :
= -1mplements(°?3°) (2.25) (1.05) (1.54)
.]“
i Household 29687 11533 1115 L8 k2783
) articles (31.39) (6.1h) (h.24) (11.148)  (13.68)
j -
O rnaments 6087 154h ‘80 25 7736
} (6.4k) (0.82) (0.30) (0.62) (2.47)
]
’ Total gL56U4 187925 26 28¢C hoz3 312792
( 100.00) (1cc.00) (ico.00) (100.00)
ﬁ:irage Rs.h70/~ 1,355/  11,1h0/- L,023/-  1,203/-.
Household




Assets

The distribution of Assests held by them is given

in Table 20,

The figures in Table 20 revaals that an average
Kolgha heusehold nossessed 21 percent in the farm house,
40% in land, 13 percent in the form of houschold
articies andé vory negligibie in the form of ornaments.
A Kolgha household possessed an average assets of

Bs. 1203/-. A4gricultural Labourers had an asset of

Rs. 470/~ only.

Indébtediniess

The figures of indebtendness, as given in Table

21, show that out of total 260 households, 103 households

reported indebtedness. The average debt of surveyed

houscholds works out to k,69/-. The average debt for

for indebited households was Rs.176/-. #11 houscholds
incurred devt few the purpose of meeting household

expenditure. The major HOorrowieme was in kind, Many
Kolghas have reported that nobody likes %0 xw-3 them

money because of their poverty,'uncertain employment

There are So many cases
youth had

and meagre tangible assets.
found during investigation in which a Xolgha

taken 'Khavti' (loan) to solemnisc his marriage. In

order to repay the Khavti they have to work for the

landlord from whom they have taken a loan.
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TABLE - 21

Inidcbtedness according to occupation.

Occupation Total Debt Debt per
ibdebted DET indebted
families Family family.

Labourcr 56 37,77 115.03

Labour + a5 140,71 257.14

dgriculture

Service + 2 750 750

Adgriculture i ‘

Total 103 65.58 175.65

Conclusions

BEconomically Xolghas 1liveé an uncertain 1ife.
Most of them arc unable to make both ends meet. The
income of Kolgha is very low. Incomes are not only low
but are also so fiuctuating that they always reflect a
large degree of uncertainty in their life.. It is quite
clear that inspifte of working hard and after pooling
their earnings from different sources fhey are unable

to meet the basic minimom need of their families,

—
L







CHAPTER IV
SOCTAL ORGANISLTIOIT

fas)

fhe Kolghas began to live in Gujarat, about a
century back. Originally they hail from Maharastra and
incidently most of the Xolghas arz centred arcund
pharampur, Afterwards they must have shifived ahead, in
search of joks and honce musi have scttloed in the |
peripherial-villagses of Dharampur Teluka,
$

Thiey have maintained their kinship relationship
with their counterparts in Bansda, Chikhii and Mahwva
talukas. Their maximum population is in Maharashtra,
so onc can easily say that they mu % have travelled to
Gujarat in search of Jobs and consdguently settled there.
Even to-day they migrate from one village to another in
search of jobs and get settled in villages where the

availability of jobs is continuous and easy.

Family Structure

.Xolghas have patriarchal and patrilinal family
system, Right:Of‘inheritance is passed ovsr in to the
son, Fathcr is the head of the family. 4l the final
decisions are taken by him. The deughter is supposed
to go and sottle in hex husband's home after the
marriage. 3ut at the same time we find many cases of -
the sonwin-inws settling with their wive's families.,
This type of son-in-laws are Known as tGharjamai' or
'Khandodia', .This happens when a husband cannot afford
a bride price, He works at his father-in-law's place
and after four ot five yvears, he scparates from his
father-in-law. Instead of the bride-groom party going
to bride's place for marriage ceramony, amcngst Kolghas;
a bride goes %o groom's place for the marriage
oremonies. Inspite.of this, they have pakriarchal and

patrilineal society.
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T™ere are four main groups of Kolgha tribe. This

ystem of

claagification was solely dependent on the s
A1l

1and ownership and the hereditary_"Hali pratha®.

the four groups are considered coual and the social

intaraction amongst these four groups is taking place

heorigentaily and nct vertically. m™:age grouns are,
n

{1} Xhandit,

(2} Hat

(3} Sanjapaf

(3} Navtad,
These four groups are formed ol the basis of their
relationship with'théirzléﬁdlords.
f ;

#

{1) 3 hanolt—Mundlt f

1aves of

On the

Tha Kolghas of thie group stay as the s

their landlords but behave as family members.

occasion of the death of a famlly membcr belonglng to

their 1and10rd 8 famlly t
Adike othe" family members. The
them with food and

hey also shave of. their hair,.

beard and;moustache,
landlords-are supposed . to supply
clothes. This type of slave like-Kolghas are known as

Khandit-Mundit Kolghas.

(2) Mat: This type of bonded slavery is hereditary.
s tyne of slavery was only
of the debts. Repayment

The salvation from thi

possible in ‘cases of repaynent

of debts by Kplghas-themselvés was nn impossible task.

So they sought.other Landiords who would settle their

debts. Then they were supposad Lo serve as tHalis'

to the new 1andlord. .The money needed forlsocial

expenalture is supplied by guch landliords. In'turn,

Kolghas act as pegmanent iabourers Tor 1andlords. They

are knewn as Mat.
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(3) Sanjapat : This type of Xolghas work in a group.
Their prime duty is to dispose of the dead animals from
the village and work as messeligers for the viiiage

3

comminity omn the ccecasions of death and birth.

TABLE 22

Distribution of household by length of
residence in different aveas.

Area 1-%0 10 10 to 20 to L0 %o Above Total

years  20. ~ 4o 60 60
vears vears years vears
chikhli 6 1 2 1’ 90 100
Mahuva 1. = 4 3 92 100
Dharampur 2 - - - 58 60
) B _
Total 9 1 6 4 240 260
= e — - = :
o Percentage 3. 46 0s38 2.31 1.54 92,371 100
1
. t Navtad:~ Some o e Kolghas cou acquire e
; (4) Navtad f the Kolgh 14 th

land for themselves in recemnt times., They till. their
lané independentlzzThis was not possible in past. This

New group is kneown as Ngvtad.

Thus,it is very clear that this classification
of Kolghas in four groups is soclely dependent on the

system cf Bonded Labour.

A | The abeve table 22 shows the duration of time

of the habitation by Kolghas in the surveyed villages..

The data is based on the study of sclected 260 familis.
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At present, 97% of the Xoigha families have
settled in villages where they ncw live for more th an
60 vears. The duratian period for the remaining 9%
is duration.period for the remaining 9% is bebween 11
to 40 yearsz. Thus, cne can concluds that the Kolghas

have settled in Gujarat for neariy coio generation.

Thers ars numercus class in delghas. Hewever,
there is no stratification 7 -7
of their cians. They are held egual, No taboo exist

for marriages and feasts for these clans.

Tme Following.table shows the different clans
H

for the 260 families. ! /

TABLE - 23

Distribation of households according

ok

to clan.

Sr.No. Households Total family.
1 Vahiya 3k
2 Bhoya 14
3 Langhariya 18
b Savara 14
5 Daivi 6
6 Pavar 25
7 Masiya 11
8 Dhingada 6
g Tumada 1
10 Valoriyva b
11 Bhagadiya 1
12 Muvariva 1
13 Vadiy= 3
1h Xators 16
15 Yalve

16 Sonery 3

e o e "
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TABLE - 2

Distrination of houssholds according

o clan.

sy,Nc. =~ Householas Tobtrl family.
17, . FKayak g
18 Yachhi
19 Chavadari 1
20 Vaghera 37
21 Rahira 27
22 Gaund 2
23 Madhiva
24 Gangodiva i 11
25 Gumadiyau / 3
26 Yaghmariva U
Total: 260

While studying these selected 260 families, it
was found out, that there were 20 dominant clans.
Besides these 20 clans, cther clans were alse found
in Xolghas, Marriages zamongst the same clan is

prohibited but Kolghas can marry in the same village.
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Distribution of the meabers

TASLE - 24

.

to age~group.

of familyv according

to & 7 to 14 15 to 24 25 to 135 3& to 60 Above

[ Total
60
drea - - ,

™ F M F <=M F M M F M F M F Total
Chikhli 27 29 58 U6 57 35 bz 29 47 ho 3 h 234 203 L3R
Mahuve 51 31 51 62 27 k13 62 4o 39 Li - 2 210. 222 bLiz
Dharampur 25 23 ho 16 29 31 21 16 37 43 2 3 154 132 286
Totnl 83 83 Arw 124 113 120 125 85 123 187 5 9 598 557 1155

There were 1155 members in 260 families., Amost men 38.6%

were below 14 years,

5 years to 24 years.

21% were between 1

The number bf

=

the
60 vears,

meinbars in

roup of 25 years to 35

Bga
=}

are almost the same,

ADOVE

vears, 36"to 60 wears and
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T+ is eovident from the above table that the

members are 29i5%, the

families consisting of 1 %o 3 :
combers is 62.5%, 6 to 10

familios cousisting of 4 te 6

menlsers 7%, more than 1C members conskitue only 1%.

=RTTES

family amongst Eblghas is

'

This shows that the size ©

members

.

e fanilins consisting of 1 te

}l

madium, 5
ronstitue 92% of the to&al

famiiiexz

ghas there is a btradition of staying
If they cannot

Amongst Kol
in separate homes after the . mavriage,
then they construct

afford to build a new house,
partiticn in the old house and stay separately.

i I'4

;

TABLE - 26

Distribution of Households according

to the type of household.

Taluka Joint Nuclear Total
Chikhli 15 87 100
Mahuva 12 88 100
Dharampuy 21 39 60
Total Le 21k 260
Percentage (¥7.69) (82.31) ( 100.00)

€ = _-'._ ,,-
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frar

The tabie shows that Xolghas prefer necleaY

ng

familizs which form B2.%1, while jeint JTamilies form

e

=

only 17.69 of the total families, However, there is

a sreat.amount nf coc-operaticn srongat all the family

manoers, 1t is The rospoensib! of o hicad the

ey

i AT the members
for ghe‘ ik

e the small

Eh t ISEARS ARSI
_ - Tamily - z
of tho/liveilibnnd of thc

chiidren are supnussd Ic 2 cuttlie of the

iandlords and ixn tarm %ol aiici Tfoeod. ~The

women earn their livelihood by wquing as'}ahoufers
of maid servants at the Mouse of 'thelr landlords. i -
The men enjoy higher status.amongst Kolghas as
compared to women. Howevaer, in iﬁbOrtant}matters the
" : women have right to express their opinion. In the
important matters like selecting life partner or
divorce, their wish is respected. They shave the
responsibility of running the house équally. 1In
Kolghz society there is clear cut division of labour
) for men and women. Women's role mainly centres
around the house. That does not mean that they don't
quarrel. In cases of disobedience, it has been .-
roported that the husbands physically handle their

wives but most ef the guarrels are settled at the

- family level, Their intcernal ralations are guit:

- amicablo. 1In cases of excessive drinking, the quarrels

I do 'take dramatic turn.

Comparative status of Xolghas,

Ag compared to other tribes, Kolghas are

. h considered as untouchables and hence are isloated,
Mermbers of Dhedia, Konkans and other +tribes do not

) allow Xolghes to enter theirw kitchen., They remain

cautious while giving away food to Xolghas. Food

from XKolghas is not accepted by the members of .n
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other tribes. Hierarchically they suffer the lowest
status, Cne of the reasons for scch inferior treatment

is that theyv ent the ment of dend animals.

Fanech .

Tolgr-ms hove The frrdition ~f Peauch butb it is
net in on organioed foxmio  EVATY +i1i~-a has o separate.

"Ernoh't, It consists of Tderiv Kolgha members.

The_fuﬂctions of the Panch »nra %c sofve the socinl and
othef Quafrels and to stop and punisﬁ the.gcts.going
against their traditions. It acts as afl aﬁbitrator

in cases of divorce, Their main guty is to maintain

the traditional set up of Kolgha?socioty. /

Second type of kinship ties depands upon
Maffigges. Zolghas have tradition of marriage between
cffsﬁ}iﬁés of Maternal uncle and paternal aunt. Thus
marriéges take place in close social circle. . New type
of iéiationship 1ike Husband, wife, mother-in-law,
father-in-law, sister-in-law, brother-in-iaw, etc,

are generated out of matriages.

£y

Torms of lzinship in Xolgha commurii bty

Tt is ovident from the table that the same.word
is unsed for connoting diffgront.rclationships S
Mother's brother, wife's father, nushband's father,
A1l these arce known as "Mama'. Szmo applies to "Phoi".
This is because of the tradition of marriage. between
children of Maternal uncle snd Faternal aunt. So
there is no separate word foT Father-in-law oOT
Mother-in-law. There are certain groups of words
1ike 'Daji', 'Kaka', 'Dover 3ah', ‘'Aajo’, t3ai! which

arce uscd for more than one porsolS.
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Kinship

Thors @we two types of kinship relations.
1. Demendine upon the blood relationship and cthers-
Z. Depending upon marriage.

supoosge they have a head of the clan in one particular

viliage, then the menbers of +hat clan from'éurrounding
viliages would come to this head of the clan and install
the.silver idols of their dead uncdstors. They beleive
+that ths mepbers of same clan.havé'same Plood relation-
ship. This type of close relationship among clan
members continue for one or two generationgs. Apart

from menbersnip one's own clan, they gl so maintain
social relationship with other clan members of the

village.

Kolghas have joking relationships and avoidance
relationships. The daughter-in-law of the house is
supposed to behave in certain disciplinary restricted
ranners with her father—in-law, mother-in-law and the
elder brothers of her huspband. Father-in ~l1aw and the
elder brother are not supposed to address the daughter-
in-law by hey f£irst name. They are not supposed to usc
her cot. Thus there are definite restricted relatcionship
between Mother-in -law, Son-in-law, Father-in-law,
daughter-~in-1aw, Brother, Sister, Mother-Son, rather-
-Son, Father-daughter, elders, voungcrs. Joking
relationsnip can be developed mostly between the persons
of same age or bwtween relations like sister-in law and

younge r orother-in-law petween two brother-in -law etCe.



T
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CHAPTER V.
LIFE CYCLE,

A woman having her menstrustion periecd is called
"Baheri". She is not permitted %o cook, cerry water,
touch water wesscls,.she is not allowed to enter placos
of sacred importance. Thoy beliecvoed that this "Bahari"
woman would pollute anything she touchoes. Such a woman is
restricted from sharing bed with her husband during the
menstruation period. Generally she is to romain sechrded
for a period of four days and after final bath on the
fifth day she resumes her domcstic duties again, -4
woman, who stops getting her periocll is supposed to be
ﬁregnant. The other symptom of ﬁregnapcy'is sickness,

In case of sterility she is taken to Bhagat, who in

turn binds her with some vow. Such vows mostly consist
of a cock sacrifice or a goat sacrifice. Otherwise

there is no other religious cevemony for curing sterility.
The diet for the pregnant woman is the usual Kolgha one.
Generally shc works till the last day. In normal circumsta-
nces there is no roeligious ceremony for the bir¥th of a
child, But in case, the child is born after taking any
vow, the child is taken to the Bhagat, who after
fulfilling the vow takes the child to the god. Some money
is offered to the diety and then thoy believe that they
are buying the child from the god.. Once the vow is fule~
filled, they take back their chiid.

Birth

It docs not take place at the husbhand's housec,
There is no prenatal ceremony among.the Kolghas, The
delivery is handled by the midwives. Men are not -
supposcd to remain present at the time of delivery.
In casc of some omergency, charmed grains and medicinal

herbs arc brought from the Bhagat, Noi ceremony is
performed inmediately after the birth of a child.
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The umbilical cords isiéut with the help of bamboo
knife by the midwife., This cord is ecither buried in a
corner of the house where the child is bathed. Some

bury it outside the house also.

The coumple, whose children do not survive after
birth are token to.the Bhagat who performs some
religious ccremony., If a child is born defective,
2.g8. 1f it has =a small hunch cH its back, the bhagat will
brand the spot with a red hot iron rod. Within the five
or six days of the brith of a child, a religious

ceremony; called "Panchora® is perfﬁrmed;

=

"Panchoga®

"Panchord™ is also known as "Ghhat¥i' 1In case
of boys this ceremony is performed within 3 days and
for girls within 5 days of birth. A stone is.installed
in a place where the umbilical cord is buried.  Then
some vermillioh'pbwder is stinkléd over the stone;
later on =z small cradle is made from a piece of new
white cloth. The child is made to_sieep in this cradle.
While. the cradle swings the midwifec beats the brass
plate. This is done fi¥e.times. Then the child is
handed over to the mother, The midwife gets Rs, 15
(Rs: 10 in case of birth of a baby girl) along with

of grains and 5 Rotlas.

Usually the period of confinement is limited to

twelve days after delivery. On the 12th day of delivery,
the mother is given a ceremonial bath. She worships the
installed stone with vermillion powder and then this
stone is shifted to a groove of Bor tree. She goes

near the place where the drinking water is kept

and worships it with vermillion powder. Thenlcomes

the naming ceremony of the child, This is mostly
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e elderly person in the family. There is a

v of naming the child.on the basis of the name

.+ day he or she is borne.,

Ather ceremony is performed 311 the child gets

e is fondled and lcoked aftor by the older
when he becomes & years old, he is

ing. Child beating is no%

2rd sisters,
LEiEe caftle for graz
Kolghas. Young children get together and

for grazing. .They

water. They

T FRE
L

of different families,

catch sfish from small pits of
As they become adults: they help

& £
- g to schocl.

rs and finally become 1abdurers.

AR
1

% ATTONS BEFORE MARRIAGE:

< e

The marriageble age for boys is between 14 to 24

itc for girls it is between 15 yvoars to 2k

Yhe offsprings of same clan are considered as

0
relations between

~d sisters so 1o sexual

i bdren aie‘allowed.‘ The boys and girls'statt

ince childhood as they goltogether
or for other types of 1ab6ur; The
All these

ash other.s

Jbtle grazing,
is also -common amonst Kolghas.

Soocing
sters to come in

sviae aaple opportunities for young

.ose contact and thus falling in love becomes very

A givl takes initiative in attracting a boy with

5Y e .
mtures, like winking at a boy or making fun of the bove.
ot to

ows any willingness =2 boy dares n

he givrli sh
otherwise he call be beaten to

taing fresh with her,
shows the inclination for a particu-

v ks Once the girl
ose to cach.other and

- oy, they try to come very cl

ney show no inhivbition for sexnal relations. The
siders do not interfere in such matfers unl

In.that case, the boy and the

ess the

=ir] become pregnant,

girl are callied to marry. If the boy raefuses to maryy

wov is fined by Jati panch. The girl is then married

to wome other bov.
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Though Kolghas are considered untouchable, foung—
sters do carry oxn sexual relations secretly with yeoungsters
of other tribes like Chowdhari, Dhodias, Kpknas, Varlis,.

They are examples of inter-marriage between these tribes,

The extra marital relations are prohibited in Eolghas, |

However, there are quite a few instances‘gf such relations,
Hence there are cases of elopment and divércesg Many
serious quarrels take place because of constant suspicion.
Jati panch is required te intervane in case of controversial

CaBSeS.

EBxtra marital relations with mombers of the- opposite
sex from other higher tribes is alsb carried on; Some
times the landlords force the XKolgha maid servants of
their house to have physical relations with. them. So
inspite of being considered as untouchables,  the man of
higher tribes do take disadvantage of poor Kolgha women,
Thus Kolghas are prone. to all sorts of exploitagion.

Marriage

Marriage is a must for Kolgha tribesmen. They
believe that an unmarried person can never get salvation
after death and hence becomes a.ghost and create troubles

for other living family members,

Most cf the Kolghas follow the tradition of
Moo ganous marringe the instances of polygamous marriages
are very few. The many reasocn for absence of manyrl
polygeamous marriages is pecor cconomic conditions.r
Marriages are c¢ostly affairs (it costs‘mOre than.Rs.
1000). Besides, they do not have their own land, So they
dén't wequire more hands to help. Thus marrying more

wives is considered economically unviable proposition.

|
|
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Marriage in the same clan is prohibited. First:

- - fe preference is for marriage between Maternal uncle's daughters
térsf};  .and Paternal aunt's youngsterss If that is not possible then
W, "::;_ the other possibilitiss are considered. Consent of both, boy's
£ 17”f and girl's is considered essential « Only after mutudl consent
A the marriage proposal is negotiateds

L ohag, "

e i As discugsed earlier there are instances of inter-—

' | tribe marriages. If the boy of hihher tri-be marry Kolgha
’ni - girl the boy is excommunicatafi by the caste. The indulgence
'Sia; of a Kolgha boy with the girl of another community is,

’ nowever, not taken seriously.

2 do
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- R Sex-wise Age of first Marriage.
10 to 14 15 to 18 19 to 22 .bdo<o.mm Total Total
Area Yecars years years years . .

Male Female

Male FPFemale Male TFemale Mala Fomale Male Female

Chilli1i 8 20 58 69 50 25 2 2 118 116 234
Mzhuva - - 26 _,mm 73 23 12 0 111 115 226
Dharampur 2 24 36 55 .S 4 - - 75 83 158
Total o T i a6 60 sz b2 b sk 618
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Marriage in the same clan is prohibited. Firsk:

- S preference is f-br_-‘ marriage between Maternal uncle's daughters

te!rs _' -and Paternal aunt's youngsters: If that is not possible then

sl-‘ “ _ tne other poséibilitiés are considered. Consent of both, boy's

£ ) . and girl's is considered essential. only after mutual consent
' the marriage proposal is negotiateds

Lghag, S

> 3. | As discussed earlier there are instances of inter-
P tribe marriages; If the boy of higher tri-be mérrty Kolgha

»n_.% girl the boy is excommunicatafi by the caste. The indulgence

S::al of a Kolgha boy with the girl of another community is,

however, not taken seriouslys
139 '
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- R Sex-wise Age of first Marriage.
70 to 1L 15 to 18 19 to 22 “Above 22 Total Total
Arca __Years _
Male Female Male Female
Chilthild 8 20 118 116 234
Mehuva - - 111 115 226
Dharampur 2 24 75 83 158
Total 10 L 04 314 618
Porcensage (3.3) (14.0) (39.5) (68.8) (52.6) (16.6) (L.6) (100.) (100)
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. E ne ot During the course of field investigation data
e MIERE :

by -jﬂ and gir®
I-r the may lelr sex-wise breakup with respect to age at first

dZrespect of their age at first marriage were collecfed,
lghas‘ merriage is given in Table 27 that marriageble age is

setween 15 to 22, The percentage of marriage between
‘ ( 0 years to 14 years is very small 3,3% for boys, 14%.
7 for girls, The proportion of child marriage is vVery meagre.
l The figures shows that most of the girls get married in
the aéé group of 15-18 out of .354 married wumen,'216
(6. &%)got married at the age bebween 1518 and, among
the men 160 out: of the: 304 marqled cnes . get mgrrled at

the age netween 19 to.22," i

As the youngsters come to marrigable age, parents
start looking for deéerving bPartner for their youngater.
-3 1 In mest of the cases, the 1nterven1ng personr known as
' 'Vachotlo', plays very 1mportant role, .He is supposed
: Zf_‘ to be intimate of both the families, He undertakes all
1 the responsibilities till the marriage is over, Even .
after the marriage d&s over, his advice is sought in cases

of ﬁifferen@eg§

o

’ Uil ifanipen
{ -

\ ' The marriage proposal is first sent by the boy's
family through “Vachotié"!' He negotiates on beghalf

of both the families, Once the girl's family agrees, he
takes the boy as well as his family members to s ee the

) i girl., The mutual consent from both the families is

obtained first and then the ‘auspicious day of making

formal proposal is decided, This is known as 'Nanipen',
The boy and his family members go te the girl's hdﬁse
to make the formal proposal, Here they are wel€omed by
the girl's family members and are cntertained with

Ty, 3idi of if possible with &lcohol. The expenses

is borne by the boy's family, The prespective bride-is
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asked to serve the water tc the guests, 50 that they

can see the girl., Then the Vachotia iniates the negotiation

regarding dowry, consisting of clothes, grains and- ornament s,

He makes it sure that both the bride and groom do not
belong tn the same clan, Then the brlde ‘is made to sit in
the centre, when she 15 given a coconut and 1 rupees 25
paise, The extra sum of 20 rupees 'is also given at the
same time. The girl's father is given 50 rupees by the
bov's fqther for the expenses of Tea ﬂldl and alchohol.
At the end, an oral agreement is arrlved at that._ If the
arriage breaks because of the groom's 1ncapab111ty, the
bride!s family is entitled to have a rléht to recover ;s
the marriage expendiiure from the groom s father, but if

the bride is found dafective then the groom's family. is

entitled to claim double the amount of the incurred expendlture

This type of aggreemerf is called Nanipen or Boldpen., =
After the annocuncement of the agreemenJ:“bOths?he parties

celebrate the occasion by drinking wine.

The dowry amongst Kolghas consists of various things
like cash worth 100 to 125 rupees, 100 Kg. grains, 1 now
pair of clothes for the bride, clothes for her nearest

inlaws, all the traditional ornaments made either of silver

or nickel, traditional cosmetics, etc.

After the ceremony of N sanipen is over, then the
formal invitation to visit the groom's house is given

to the bride's parents.

Visit to the groom's house

 The girl,s parents and their closest relatives
go and}visit the grooms house O the fixed day. They are
entertained with Tea and bidi and are even offered lunch,
Before sitting for lunch they are asked to wash their haﬁﬁs
when fhey sit for lunch, Everybody fraom bride's party |
is expected to put 25 paisa in their platc. After the
lunch /is over, the groom is made to sit:on tUkhal! when

%
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he is garlanded and is given cccorut by the bride's narty,
Then his in-laws lesve for their hones. Ordinarily, this N

costs between. 160 to 125 rupees, This is bBorne by the

grooem's party,

Motinén

Amongst Kolghas, it is thac privilege~5f brica's
party to go to the grocm's place for mafriage Durposes
and net the vice-vorsa., The dowry is sent to the groom's
Place bafore tho ﬁarriage, While giving the dowry, it is
conveyed to the groom's parcents that all. the things in
dowry including the bride belong to them. Then -the
cercpony cof Motipen starts. The byide is made to 54t
on the wooden plank near the 'Ukhoil she is garlanded
there and given 25 rupees. Two friends of the bride
(one from groom's sida and.other from the bridels side)} arc

madc to sit near the bride,

If the groom's party cannct afford the marriage
expense them, after the cercmony of Motipen, the Bride is

Supposed to stay a2t the ercom's pPlace and help the husband

{

b
el
o]

rY Xpenditure. Actual marriage can
take plaoce even aftérrthe Sixth of ome or two children,
This type of marrizoe is Xinown as "Bolray", Here =ctual
m;rriage ceremony cces not take slace but the bride's
relatives come to the eronm's place, drink tea nr

liquer teogether and then dopart

g

e bride 48 sent to tho
groom's place aftsr frizr or five fays, This is known

as "Jdanu Valwa", But thoe marriage ceremony is considered
absclutely =zssential end mist be nerformed at their

convenient time,

Same type of concession is granted to bride's
pParents in the matter of dowry. If the requirement of *
the dowry cannmet be fulfilled in. one stratch, it can be
fulfilleg at regular instalmonts. Varlis and Dangi Bhils
alse observe the same custom.

-
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Marriage.

Both the parties have to work wvery hard for
marriage proparations, "Véchotia“ is presented with
Dhoti by both the parties, It is customary for Kolghas to
borrow from their landlovrds., The gyecm then works as a half
or bonded labouxer at the landlerd's place. If the amount
of debt istoc lorge then even the bhride also weorks as a
bonded laboursr. The interest, as well as the amcunt~

of the loan is reccvered by the landlerd in ferm of labour,

The bride and groocm are o be applied with Turmeric
paste for three days befere the wedding day. The ladies
in the family undertake the responsibility of applying
Turmeric paste which. is known as 'Pithi'. This is a
part of the cosmetic. The Turmeric powder is soaked in
£2il for few days and when the paste is ready it is applied
on bride's as well as on groom's bedy for three consecutive

days. The ladies mirthfully sing while applying thepaste.

The Scong

The ‘arrival of Bride's party at groom's place is
knewn as 'Jan'. 4 Mandve (?andol) is constructed in
fraont of the hruse ocn the previcus day cof the arrival of
Jan, Mandva is cdecorated with"'Toran® made cut of
Mango leaves, At the time of Mandva constructicen, tradi-
ticnal musical dnstruments. are plaved by the relatives.

or by professicnal players. Ladies sing marriage songs.

“Jan" starts from the bride's place., The bride is
asked tc wa; head dress known as "Mad" consisting of 50
to 605persons belénging to all age. They usually come
walking. While coming to.the groom's place, they'rejoice'by
singing songs =and dances, The Efide =lso walks with them
but at interval she would be carried »y her relatives., =
when they reach the groom's village they halt under a
tree whereupon the relatives and other elderly persons ofﬂ

T
v,

et
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the groom's village go and receive tke Jan, Members of the
jan would be offered water #dmd bidis. The bride is >

presented with a new pair of clothes and cash wotth 15

rupeas,

Marriage CeYemony.

Jan would be then lead te the halting place .
(Utaro)., Then some relatives will go to fetch the bride.
They will start from there to the halting place. Players
of Madal and Pipudi (The traditional instruments) would
accompany .them in this ceremony. The bride would be
carried by the relatives while other Qan members gome
walking to Mandwa. They all wait outside Mandwa near the
Toran., Here the ceremony of "Shesh Bharvi" is done in
which a small bag of Varai grain is given to the bride by
five ladies of the groom's family and string of beads is
filed around the bride's neck, Then the groom's relative
carry the groom on their shoulder and the bwide's relative
carry the bride on their shoulder. They compete with
each other in carrying the groum and the bride highrand
higher. The other relatives dance around them. Both,
the bride and the groem wear the head dress. The marriage

ceremony is perfermed by the Madal player.

For the entbrtainment of both the partie's
proffessional entertaziners - namely "Sudjadia’'s "are
called, They try their best to amuse the gumst by
wearing funny dresses making funny gestures or by immitating
animals. Ali these and dancing last for the whole night.
The gwoom's parents then give feast tc the members ol Jan
and to their own relatives. Besides this, Jan -is given
200 Rotlas and vegetable 'Shak'! when thoy arrive the
groom's village. The marrigge ceremony lasts for the

whole might. In the marning Jan is given send off after
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giving Tea and liquor. The bride and one of baer friends

stay back at th: groom's place.

Annu.

After the marrisge is over, after 3-4 days 10. to
15 relatives of bride‘s side come te the grooms, heme,
They are reccived by greoom's family with food,. tea and
1liguor, They finke back the bride to her parégts_home.
Aftor that;{within a weak fow relatives of groom come
to take the bride to the groom's house., Then, she
stays on with the groom, This is a typical cercmonial
Kodgha marriage.

! . o

Love-marriages arekdoneiby eioping. Bven in this

type the dowsy is recovered at a later stage. There are

exchange marriages. alsc (S5ata) when the economic

conditions are bad, then a wife is obtained by exchanging

a sister. There ave certain forced marriages also.

If a boy refused to marry a Firl goes to the boy's

house and even theough she is dxiven out ox beaten she
refuses to go back. In such cases, the boy is foreibly

made to marry thepgiil. This is known as "Hath Lagna".

Other type is 'Khandad'cor larraige by service,
The root cause of this system of marraige is 2lso
economic, A person who is unablc to pay the bride price
stays for about &4 to 5 years with the brides fathef.
e servés him during this period and the payment of
the bride-price is waived by ewompensating against

the scrvices he has vendcraed.
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Widow Romarriage.

The Kolghas allow their widowto remarry., In
case there is an umiarried younger brother ofisuitable
age of the deceased, the widow is expected toimarry
him, but this is by no means campulsory on hef part.

If there is nc yournger brother of the deceased, the
widow is free to marry any sther r=rson belonging to
the-  same community., In widow marriage no claborate
rites are performed. & widower preferalbly marfiks his
deceased wife's sister, if she is of a suitable age and
unmarried, = 4 widow is looked down in thé coﬁmunity

so very few women prefer to stay as widows.

Marriage by capture does not Feceive sanctign by
ttré-Kalghas, Cosanguineous marriageélare mt_trhally
‘banned and certain types of such marriages are permitted.
The children of a brother and a sister, particularly the
son of a sister and a daughter of a brother céﬁ inter-
marry. The details of marital status is givern in

table - 28,

TABLE - 28

Distribution of population by
Marital Status,

CHzmarriced Marrigdd Widow/ . Total
Widower
Area
M, F. M, F, M, F, M, F,
Chikhli 117 88 110 108 7 7 = 1 k37
Mahuva 99 106 109 109 P 7 - - L3z
Dharampur 79 L9 74 75 1 7 - 1+ 286

Tctal:s 295 243 293 292 10 21 - 2 1,155
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The table 28 shows that 50% of them were married, 2.6%
were either.widow or widower. Only one woman secms %o

be divorced.

DEATH

Tite Kolghas generally dispose the dead bodies
by burial and in some cases by cremation too. Those
who can afford the expenses of fﬂée;wpod, go Tor
cremation. As a Tule the dead bodies of infants and
children, as well aé_those adults who die as a result of
certain epidemid“diséases such .as small;:c cholera,
or due to. snake bite or are killed by wild animals are

burrier.

The funeral rites of the Kolghgs are very simple
When it is certain that the person will not survive and
death -is imminent, the relatives and friends in the
village_gathei around him, Afﬁer.deaﬁh, the gatherers mourn
the death by crying over the loss. After death the
corpse is bathed with turmeric and water and drsped in
new clothes. If the deceased is a male, his body is
wrapped in a white-~cloth where as the corpse of a
female is wrapped in a red shecet. They do not keep
the body for a long time;. It.the death occura in the
evening the corpse.is kept for the night and taken

out in the morning,

For earrying out.a dead body a hammock is
prepared by the bumboos.. After the corpse in placed
in a hambook or mn a cot, it is carried out of the
house on the shoulders of four persons, who are
.generally close relatives of the deceascd. The other
persons follow the biefé Weeping and wailing women

trail behind the nmales.
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When the procéssiqn.reaches the outskirts of the
cremation or burial grcuﬁd, the bier halts for a moment
and the women také a lastghimpse of the dececased as
they are not allcwed to enter the eremation or burial

ground;

Then they roturn after taking a beabh in a rivelr or
a well, or rivaief. Theichief'mourner who may.be the
etdest son brother, dr Husband of the deceased; lights
the pyre: In casé of burial, a grave is dug by the
mouners themselves and the corpse is laid to rest with
the head pointing towards the horth, The place on
which the body is to be buried or cremated is selected by
tossing up a corn then the body is éremated or buried
only: Before setting fire‘tq_the“g§rguox putting.the
dead body in the grave, all those who are present pour
same‘drdps of wine and cocked.rice in the mouth of dead
person as their last offering. Along with the d=ad
body, clothes ornaments, utensils, and 6ther articles
lowed by the dead, are also buried in the grave; After
the fire of the pyre.gets extinguished. oxr the grave .
is completely filled, all ﬁﬁe persons who accompaﬁied
the procession leave the ground and return home after

taking a bath im the river, streams or riwvulet,

The.polluticn after death is obserwed for
seven days., During this period the chief mourner is
considered pollutzd and are subject to cextzin
rostrictions. The.chief mourner does not touch any
householad articles; The kins-women of the deceased
such as wife, sister, daughters remecve their bangles

and 'Ganthi' (The blackbead thread).

A4
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The death ceremony ofthe presment woman:

This ceremony 5 usually performed hy the Bhagat
of the village with the icar that the spirit of.such '
woman would haunt and harass her.family members, if the
ceremony is performed improperly,. The dead body of such
a woman is not taken out from the main gate of the house.
but a special hole is dug in the back wall of the house .
The dead bedy of a pregnant woman is tzken out from .
such hole and then is carried to the cremationﬁgreuné,

not directly but indirectly through various by-roads,

There, the cremation cerecmony is performed LY the Bhagnty

who chants several charms to pacify the soul, Oon the
twelfth day twe iren nails are tac@ed on the groqu on
which she had expired. The remaining ceremony is
carried out on the cwomation ground. It is believed
that if -2 woman Cies during the pfegnancy or aftetr one
and guarter month, she turns into a witch or ghost and
swings the child in the cradle. This continues only
for = short period after then she disappears. The
twelfth day ceremony of the .dead pregnant woman is

carried out on that day only.

The twelfth day ceremony .

This ceremony is performed on the twelfth day
in case of adults and on the third day in case of small
children, After the death o£ a2 person, the ground on
which he had cxpired is smeé}ed with cow-dung and then
some flour is sprinkled on the ground. Accordingly in
the night of the day on which the death occurs, the
femalce members of the household collect some flouf
and spread it.in the cornasx of o room and cover it

with a basket. The next morning - the members of
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the household remove the basket and trgy%erceive some kind
of prints or Impressions on the.flour and interpret them
according to thelr imaginations., According to them if |,
there is an impression on the flour then it is-presumed
that the. deceased person has taken a remblrth in ‘the ‘form,
of a man, if there is no impression at all, it 1s'pressumed
that the deceased has become a ghost, On the tweivth day,
theerelatives go to the cremation ground and remove tho
stones and thorny branches on the pit. A small Mandva of
branches is constructed over the pite The'flour, which
was sprinkled on the ground for gett 1ng the evidence of

the return:of the soul, is colleccted™in a besket and brought

. to the pit.. Scme 11quor and chicken is also brought there.

]
Seven plates made of dried leaves are filled with $ome

food, one plate is kept near the pit, one is kept near

resting placé along with the winnowing basket and five
plates would be leftlfloating in the river. In the evening,
two out of four straws, made from caster seed troe are
kept near the pit and two would be képt floating in the

river, A small statue is made from thebetelunt. The

.statue is then bound on the pit. Then the place is washed

with water, Again, seven plates fllled with food are
kept there; Five chlldren are fed there.. The adults
collect money, buy liquor and drink there. Then they
return home and give foed te their relatives. The expense
for.4l1l these eaéemonies‘is roughly aroﬁhd Rupees 150 to
200. '

The ceremony to lay down Khatra:

If the dead person.is gin clderly person ang if
he haunts after the death, then the cercmony of laying
'Khatra' is performed. On copper or a2 silver sheet,

the figure of the dead person is engraved/embosged.
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15 sheet is kept with another elderly person

%o the native migrated. v111age of” tha dead 2
Wis.sheet 15 1nstalled 1n a basket with aapr0per
vorfermed by the.Bhagat. Alongif;th the f'  _
shvaat, some rice, steams of Nagli and plec‘;;

i3 also: nut in the basket, '

2 aamony performed for all the dead persnns

ST© famlly is known as "Paraan ceremony

sriad a;ter every two: or. three yearSa All

el et ives rdther on that day, Two Bhagwts, two

Yagsional iady singers, uxperts 6n death ceremcny . b 4

maeciallt called on that day. Tho lady singer who
satialia® in dcath songs are known as 'Kamdhl’

b

L8 oe qanposed to Wear the clothes of dead persons
o® Soemi nb the death ceramony for males, for .
ady experts wear the dead woman's clothes. .
bumgmaatny  huwn Kammdhls, other death ccremony experts,
A small drum is .pl ayed when tho
gues ity Kamadhis sing death'ébhgs."fhe

crloliani sevetral chorus, The dead souls are

Cesed ons by oné and then thoir denth is described
v wien dhe name of tho dead.soul is callod, the
CrRet reisntives start weeping, After.such name,

"ats ctary putting.small heaps of rice, 411 these

awout 100 rupees,
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sye cosovasc’ rithk conaie st fFaar and hance
at every stage, theytry tc appease taelr encestors as
well as their gods., They belicve i animism and
ancestral woxrship as well as witchqraft play. a tital

role in thair iife,

Koighas have multiallingance to the gods. Their
gods “can be divided inte threc groums.
(1) Thelyr own gods,
(2) The gods, borrowed from the surrounding tribes
like Ehodia, Konkha, Varli, etec.

(3) The Hindu gods like Hanuman, Hothzr Ambama, Leord

Some gods are wershipped individually some are
worsininwed. cellectively, CGeds like Snmdev, Devliimahdi,
t

c. arc worshinpoed individually,aBswell as

collectively
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arce woarshipned at the time of
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calamity and snocial vews azre tazen te win thelr favour.

There are numercus gods =nd goddess for Kolghas,
e.g. Kensari Devi, Devli mahdi, Narayvan Dev, Malavi,
Dongoer Dov, Gam Dev. Hanuman, Mother Ambamn. Menai,

¥ak~ Balia, Baran Dev, Vaghdev, Rhawani licta, ectc.



L Kolgha individual.wauld iike to worship

sari Devi, he gets this béskpt from the eélderly head .
tn¢ elan. He performs ceremonr,?ani cock is sgprifiéd.
.4 vice is offered, incense stiéks are bumnt, liquer
sared, ™is cafemony ié performed to nrotect the

ne Ffrom insccts and pasté. Bosides, this is
L ns0d to picase.the mncestor whe; in turn, protect
fanst o menbers, 4LfFter tha ceremeny is over he is

~ woturn the godess te her criginal family.

g worshipped collectively. The villagers go
SRR e of God to worship him thers. Yhen there is

cite of rain, he is dnvakoed by the moenfolk with

a7 Anromeny. & cock or a gomt is sacrified near
tdel -~nd then.the ncat is co od and éaten there

aJg with liguor. Special musics? instruments are

sywod 2t tho time.

] . is worshipned at the time o Heli and Diwali.

soroiip renders happiness and health. Here a cock
cacrified and alochol is pourcd by the Bhagat:‘
koops pencock feathers while performing this

2 N
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Kzka Balias

Ee is worshi@ed individually so thet the family

o - - N -
is savod from srinll UGAa :

Though she is met supposct i1 he at osvary

sdivifual Rouse, Wheoseover is porforming ner worship, is
1 J 5 &5 ]

et
i
e‘J

~7 tp have

Q;ds&diﬁc B very . nanply
abun. ance of grains. Her worship is poerformed after the
jnterval of 2 to 3 vears. This gocdess is kopt in a
basket. Twe round stones arc installec in a basket out
of which one is sanposed to be male and the other is
supposed to.be femalei They are maryied off after twoe
three yvears, Leots of reéd turmeric nowder and verﬂillion
powder is sprinkled cver thesc stones. and it is bellcVed
that if vou- cunt break tho stone, the blond start oozing
and the hair starts blowing over the body. The sacrifice of

a cock oxr gonat is performed by a witch-dector.

The worsiiip of Gamdev, Simaria Dev and Vaghdev is
oerforned collectlvely by the villagers. 4 sp901al prayor»
is made to this god to preotect the cattle and for theo

welfare of the villagoers.

Beosides thoese wershipning ceremcnies, ancestral
worship, belief in ghcst, spirit or witch nlays an .
important rolc fox Zecighas. To ploeasc thce ancestors,
thera is custom amc ngst the ¥olghas to offef foed in
leaf bowls to ancesters. The bowls are then put in
the Cvon. Sven on the occasiecns of marriage, they

invoke their ancestors and try to picase them.

Thoere are two typess of ghests forx.Xolgheas,
(1) chosts residing in cremation ground.
(2) Ghosts residing on Samiar Trees kncown as

'3agla Bhoot!.
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There are different witch dectors for different
ghosts, 1%t is belicved that the poevscns hacome ghosts

whese deanth is caused by accidents, snale ﬁltbs, attacks

of a tigere, f2ils from great heights ne suicides. The
wonien wno Jic Auringuprogneilcy o after
nrognancy &lso btarn into ghesta. Sucix tvsc of spirits
haunts and haress he v omeviars.  Yeor the preovention

of such JarﬂﬂﬂBBHts witch dectewa ars cnlied by the
N ? R

concerned families tc perform zthe inccuessary coremnnles.

Witch

Apart frchl, bellev1ng the ghcst and spirits, the
Kolghas also believe the Wltches. A 11v1ng WOTIRIL, knew1ng
all sorts of chants and charms is 00?51dered to be a
witch. She wanders in the night takiphg the form of ‘a
‘cat, dog or an owl and is believed tc devavour the-
surrounding inmates, 4 person who suffers from sericus
illness, whq megts sudden death is considered to be
possessed by a2 witch when w1tchcr ft is taught to ancther
woman. She is Jjust fed with charmed eataales ny in some
cases the witch disguises herself.in any feoxm: and teaches
witeh craft tn the seclected weman. The test for the
knowledge of witcheraft is that the selécted woman has
to sacrifico her nmecarest and dearest one like her child,
husband or father., If she fails &t~ make the necessary
sacrifices, she Becnmes delerious. This cursed woman carn
be cured by cnly the witch dcoctor, For this purpose the
M2l yeman is brought tc the river. Then the witch
@octor ceocks rice in an carthern pot and pours liguor
over it, This pot is cffered to the river. He chantc
chiams and makes the mad woman take seven dips in the
river. Thus the woman is supposed to be freed from the
c1rse, This ceremony can only be performed by a

wwiteh doctor who is proficient in witch craft.
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smengst the roeligious fostivals, 'Holdi! is the

most'imporﬁanﬁ fesvival of the Kolghas. In other festivals
vhie prepared food is first offered to the -ancestors, by
putting it in the houschold coven and by pouring the licuor
near the oven. On festivals, they sacrifice. the cock and
eat its meat., In Xolgha Sociéty, the witch dector enjoys

a very impor tant position. In the field of raligion he
enjoys the status of. a social doctor. In cases of serious

illness, snake-bites, scorpian bites and in other major

&3]

illnese, the Kelghas nrefer to cemsuit the witch dector
rather than go to ths village dispensary. The witch
doctor' is expecied to cure the patient threugh his witch

Craft .
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CHAPTER VIL
CONCLUSTONE AND DEVELOZMILT PLAN
I COHCLUSIONS

The Kolgha tribe ié.pneﬁbf the most primitive
and economically backward tribes ofanjg¥%£;qu;9k§ng
at the l1ife of these people, one findk them.téhéé a,small
group caught in the w@irlpoglrof diré poverty and
econonic explgatation, of uncmployment. and unq?remployment,
of pocr health and suﬁ—hﬁmé% iiving conditiong; The main
problem before the ¥olgha is how not-to starve and keep
himself a}ive.r We have seen that everywhere the Xolghas
live in extreme poygﬁﬁy,rsqualbr and.semirsta:vation.
Gverywhere they are giﬁen é;@iﬁggity status by the
other triba} groups and ave socially isolated from and
locked down uponrbynﬁhé dominant tribal and nen-tribal
society. Their sociaol and economic system is marginal
to the dominant ﬁfiSai'society'(ﬁnd is ﬁrcéécted by

this marginality). Marginality means most nonparticipation

tion

o]

in Government programues, a rejection of assgimil
devices and acceptance of poverty for the sake of

being left azlione,.
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BEconomically they are most backward, .The annual
income per Kolgha.household from.all sources; as has been
seen earlier is Rs.1444/- at 1978-79 prices. From the. socio
economic anaiysis of the XKolgha cg%gﬁre we can._at once
spot out their.three major problems, poverty,.exploitation
and illiteracy. .On account of the abject poverty, they
are half-starved, undernourished and suffer from
malnutrition., During the course of field work many
Kolgha informants told us, "How can we give rotlas to all
family members out of two rupees we earn? We eat only
EEEQETSO that the liquid (with some f;our) would reach

all b@}ltzs;" /

These people mainly depend on.labour work put in
by them selves wherever;tpey find it. In some areas they
supplement their income £} hutting, fishing and catching
frogs, doing a littie ﬁf‘ériculture and by collecting
and selling miner forest produce. Labour work is not,
however, availabile to them for =211 theo days in a year.
Agricultural land is harddy sufficient fpr a family's
upkeep; it is stony, %g#igxiilefigggféﬁ and mostly
unirrigated, The other economic activites also.do not
glve the necessary supplemental| incomes, It is,however,
interesting to nolke that any occcupation/iabour job is
taken by them with grant interest, Xeeping all this
in mind and looking to the fact that first of all the

problems of poverty and illiteracy have.to be solved at

0 great speed =and on a top priocrity basis. The development

plan for them has been suggested as follows:

s am mar —— - - e
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1  "Bhadku" is a gruel proparation in which some jower
or wheat flour is beiled in a liberal quantity of
water with salt., They can merve only gruel in R.two.
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II: A. Dovelopment P2l=n;

dilapidatced,., Thess hamlets arc usually on the ou skirts

of villages. and are ncet includes “a the inner circle of
the viliage. sdegquate housing is eszontial for the
welfare and happiness of a Xelgha family. So houses
'must-be prbvided te those of thom who do not possess any
(reasonably good) shelter above their heads. For
construction of houses, sites must be made available

to them free of cost. Also buildiég material should be
provided to them gratis, It is proposed o construct
at lesast 150 houses in the first year i.e. 1979-80;
250:in the second and 350 in the third year, in this
way. The.cost of counstruction of a modest hut will be

about G, 1 > 200/""-

A word of cautior in chosing house sites and in
constructing houses thercon is necessary. The sites
must be made avallable whore there is likeliheod of
getting potable water and where facility fer future
expansion-for more houses, if nced,be, looking to
increasing population and for starviing welfare activities

for the people- would exist.

In some areas the Governmeont had constructed
hecuses for them but in a year cr twe a few of thoem
collapsed as could be seen at Xhergam (Chikhli Taluka).
In a few cthors the Xolghas had made many changes by
mzking them smaller or by replacing the roof tiles
with gross thatch., The Kolghas as we have seen build

£60d Looking cireular houses., It is recommended that



they made to make'in{tiatiroiiﬁ thefwhole project; and
shtould be allowed to construct the houses as per their
design rnd desire. Allocation of house sites and
construction -f houses therein shbuld be a time-bound
brogramme, 1L for any reason, the prégramma or a part
“khereof is dalaved too much the uenef1c1ar1es would

lose interest in “he whole proJect "It would be

advisable to hold forinightly meetlng of the beneficiavies

and exchange notes on the progress of the work, =all the

time malting them feel that it is their owh project.

1 . s

The expenditure involved wduld ﬂe roughly as

Fhoyn underneatiys - :

Houses--@ 1200/~ Total. Amount..
ist-Year 150 -x ~1200 1,80,000"
24 Year . 7250 x T 1200 53003000
Jrd Yaar 350 ‘x 1200 L, 20 ,.006

A tentative locational. indication for the project

in the initial stapge 18 as follows:

Taluka Village!'

.. Chikhli Agashi

i';-}.larampur Hanr~ Peonda,
Barolia, 6 Jhar,
Girnara

Maauva Tarkans, XKumbh Khetar,
Bhagwanpura,

Viansda- Nirpan

{v) Hells: Drinking water is a prime necessary

¢ human 1ife, Most of the hamlets where the Xolghas

l1ive have no drinking water wells. For drawing potable
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water thoy 2ave %o depsnd on.other private perscns' weolls,
in sonc villages they are not allowed 4o draw water frem
the welle of other advanced tribel growps as they are
considered untouchables. 4s a resullt “these neople have

to bring water frcm a lang distance - sighter from a

rivualet or a river. -This water -3 ret available througheut

the vear: nor i1z iv

Cnly in Tarkenil thev co

T

asn drawing water from
e

their Muslim 3 L7 Mapa ponda they got

e
|
)
3
et
o
b
|9
y

water from a Dhodia's well., 7To overcome this difficul twm
in each Kolgha hamlet a separate drinking water well
should be constructed (where there are more than 20
families} both in the old villages and also at places
where new houses will be constructedias recommendeé above,
In village where there are more than 100 families iiving
together a%public water syvstem like an overhaad tank
with few taps.could be provided, All this will give
them ample water té lrink ard help them tc cultivate
clearier and hygienic habits which may, in turn, piromote
the desire to get assimilated with dominant social
groups. {(In some villages which we visited there was a
public water system but the Kolgha quarters-werofnot

provided with watcr taps’., Hence the sugzestion.)

The expendituro onl digging thcse wells will differ
from area to area but the work should be given top
priority, under "uo scurce" vlan (considering,each
hamlct o be a selfcontzined villages as far as the

Kolghas are concernad}.

For the firyst three years drinking water wells

may bec given as follows:

hygienic vhenuver availshle.
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Taluka Village '
Chikhli Khergam, Achhwani '
Dharampur Nana.Ponda, Barolia, '

Oxar, Girnara, b

Mahuva Tarkani, Xumbh Khetar, | '

Pana, Bhagvanpura 4

Vansda Nirpan. 20

If, on an average, a well would cost Bs.15,000/-
in three years R.1,65,000 would hake to be ecarmarked . ‘ '

for this work. i )

{c) Electrification: It would be desirable to

SR

provide at least sireet lights in the Xolgha quarters

AN M £

" . where - . .
in the v111agesf%lectr1c1ty is available. In Khergam ]

(Chikhli Taluka) and Limzgy (Vansda Taluka) where other

LR e

O
-

streets are served by electric lights, the Xolgha

streets do not have these. These,therefore, may be

==

provided in the first instance and other villages may be }

e

taken up later on. )

(d) Health: 7The isclation of the Xolgha.community
impedes their social education and their poverty,
including the poor housing conditicns, and lack of '
drinking water lower the standard of their health. i
Malaria, tuberculosis, scabies and other skin discases
are fcound among them, A knowledgeable officer told us
at Vansda that chronic diarrhoea and anemia are also
prevalent among them, They have not taken advantage }
of the medical facilities available in the nighbourhood,
partly because of inadequate awareness about and also
partly Rcecause of the lack of means to pay for them.<7y)

H

The arcea is well served by public health centres and

subcentres., Hence it is proposed that thesc centres
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in the fullowing manner

£
=

(i} 4n investigaticn should 4. undertaken %o find
out the doficiancios in the Xolzha 2ict and sﬁitahlo
programme should bo taken up o supploment the dificiencie
ospecially for chiidron, expechkant mothers nnd old
persons above €0 yoears of zge, {ii) The doctor-in-charge
cf ‘tha noarby PH3/8C should teur fhe Kolgh= hamicts
overy fortnight and dispense madicines to the sick
tribals. This rust be given =22 a special assignment to
the doctors. (iii) Loeal. Schools and Ashram Shalas should
boe given a supply of medicines for the common ailments
of the Xolghas sc thet they could take advantage of
this nearby facility, (iv) Private décters and social
service agencies in the noighbouringjbigrvillage/towns
could bo persuaded to hold medical/health camps for the.
folghas (aﬁd others if available)'as has been very wiscly
organised by the Vausda Project Administrator fer some

tribal villages,

Hcenomic Development:

(a) Land Imrpovemant and other programmes :

. & few Kolghas do possess a plet of agricultural
land., Somc got it unfor Bhoodan. This land has.not been
reclaimed properly and is of 2 very poor quality. Thore
is absolutely nc irrigation facility and nc scope for
intensive.cultivation practices and for introduction of
new crops. 4 programme tn survoy the iand owned by them
and working cut detailed land dimprevement schemes shouid
be taken up immediately. The programmes of reclamation,
bunding, leveling and tarracing will improve the quality
ef the land. It will z2lsc be a source of providing

immecdiate wage paid employment,
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crcoremne to impwove at least 50 acrea in the

"¢ 2rn the second antl 150 in the third year

bind The programmc be taken up in
ogger “Wi:lgha 1land of the size cculd be easily

programme of land development should be
S ..ies to replace the local warieties of

Yaddy by high vielding varieties, High

iea of seeds should be supplied to them

it is possible, new wells should be

wnen fow lrrigation. Generally they do not have

iral implements and bullocks and
LoeBe lhey have been cultivating theilr own fields
ne’r of small he-buffaloes %nd also go tofﬁhe_
rEas fizids on a hire.basi;, It is proposed

Lo euppeament their income, bullocks, he buffaloes

rriooultuved ‘mplements should also be given to them

subsicizes wasis),

- we proposé to being taken up for
+s cultivation of vegetables at the

iy oy gl

27 7 3. kitchen gardening which will raise

1

e Tnoome level, but also the nutrition
wni o« © the malnourished Xolghas, Some of the
dine dn orow vegetbables now but on a very tiny scale
o roalised manner, Vegetables like pumpkin,

.ies. oringal, lady's fingers, cucumber, garlic and

+vic ecould be gorwn in the kitchen garden..Similarly,

trees such as mango, chickoo, jack .
pepanye and otherforest fruits.like Chironji,

naﬂ_aiso be given to them.

The vegetable seedlings and saplings.of trees

iould be assigned to the woman folk as wvaviu gifts

with tﬂn nxpress conscnt and permission of the Kolgha nen)

égm\f\
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so that tho ladies would.raise them with interest and caxn
a 1ittle money therefrom. The core zrned deparkment
should ensure that tho trees do grow on their iands.
{Tha sc chemc should be impl omented by the Agriculture

Depertment undar the Tribal S4b-Flen PrOZYOMMes ) .

The tarzets would be =s follews: bSeneficiarics.

1st Yoar ¢ Supply of HYY Scods 25 ¢ o
: " aevicul tursl irploments 25
3

"he-buffaloes 20

n % kitchen garden trees, etc. 100

2nd Year : Supply of HYY Seeds 50
Supply of Agricultural f _ ,
implements. 50
Supply of hesbuffaloes 25
Supply of Xitchen Garden
Trees etc. 100
3rd Year t Supply of HYV Sceds 50
Suppliy of Agrlcultural
“implcments. 50
“Supply of hesbuffaloes 25

~Supply of Kitchen Carden
trees, ctc. 100

It should Dbe mentioned here that in some cases
the XKolgha lands have got transferred to the advenced
tribal groups physically though the records do nct show
this!., It is necessary to see that land in their
possession does not in any case g0 to scmebody else in
any gnise, We should try to get.them back their 1and
( though it may not be that eusy) .
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‘Enforcement Minimum Wages Act.

1t is found that they are not getting proper wages
as fixed by the Government under the Minimum Act. In
this respect they have

always been exploited J.-*'u‘shlessly.
It has been discovered by us in almost all the areas

where the Kolghas live that they are being pald.only

Bs. 2/~ per day as wages for the hard labour work, meaning
the period of 11 hours from 8 A.M. to 7 P.M. 1In case.a.
porson has takem a food loan (Khavti) from a landlord,

to whom he would hawve to remain attached till repayment
of the loan and he would not be able to sell his labour
elsewhere for a higher wage., It bleé}ly indicates that

in this manner they are ccmpelled to become bonded to
their landlords,

The Minimum Wages Act should be stricitly and
properly enforced so that the labours get their due.
Actually a comprehensive agriculture labour law to
include payments of wages, security of service, insurance
against.risk and hazards, should now be thought of,

drafted, discussed and then passed. In order to save

them from falling intc the clutches of landlords and
moneylenders, a XKolgha family should be granted a.loan

te an extent of ®%.200/- for the purpose of meéﬁiﬁg
éxpenses on social occasions and ceremonies like marriages
and death, at a low rate of interest. 7The Labourers'

Co operative Society (recommended later on) sheould .

ultimately be entrusted with the work of credit giving
to the Xolgha members,

S i £
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(¢) Animel Husbandry and Poul trv:
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Maintaining of milech catile angd l.arge scale

poultry by this zommunity sihows o he vere difficult.

%

Hence, Ho 'such awmbiitious schouc s reo.asunded for the

20

%t gy

It would not e ount of »lace, 200

CD

ry Lo ogive a fef

k3

birvds to thoss of Hrom il oo™ for themy “Hore als Ci4

o

sheuld be on » subsiiise? beass. & Jewr Zelohia families
were found keeping goats., This may be encouraged on -

individual basis. They should Bee that their goats'db
not trespass Govermment forests and private fields and

\ ” do not keep their children away from school.

In Dharampur Taluka it is found that a few families
rear pigs for houschold con'sumptiox;, but in other’ arcasg
most of the families flatly refuscé to keap any pigs if
. given to them, Hence no such scheme is provided in the
beginning. As in poultry birds and goats, individuals
may be encouraged to rear npigs. That would increase
their food content and value and also give them a little

Vﬁ §§ is,s0ld by them.

«

' wi In collabouration with the Central and State
| Governments and CARZ  the Sadgwy Seva Sangh in Vansda
Taluka an? elsewhere are running he scheme of feovd

for work, In this scheme, a triz2 1 family is given

seeds of some trees like Shisham,”Bamboo, Xher and
Xohabul and asked tc grow saplings therefrom for later
transfer (for pl?nxation) on =z plot of 22 acres of

b forest land alloted to each benoficiary by the Forest
Department, In 1%Y2 acres of this 1and, the tribal will

have Ho plant there forest trees of different kinds and




covered under this scheme,

\\
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ise Kobabul and look after
old. The beaniciarf
inning; the Kobabul would

in one acre he will have to rTa
these tiil they a7Te three years
would also get a COW in the beg

serve as fodder for the animal. (In the Vansda project

123 cews have. alxrecady been glven to-
es.ch.worker get 10 @ of wheat and 2 L.

For this work,
1t was observed that the Kolghas

of Sukhadi per wez ek,
ot benefit from the scheme; (though some of them

‘also g
ancdlerstand what the scheme was. Some digd

daid not fully
tell us that the scheme would continue for three years).

i
Tt is proposed thab more Kolgha families should be

If the Sadguru Seva Sangh
the Forest Department

is not going into move wvillages,
so that the other

should:expand_it_to other wvillages,

Kolghas get some benefit out of it. This food for work

scheme will supplement their incoﬁe substantially.

The scheme in all its aspects,
ated to them so fhat‘thy take to it

pros and cons should be

clearly commﬁnic
not only enthusiastically but aisd*w}llingly. Forest
1and should be given %o them in their own villages.

The targets could be fixed as shown belows

1st Year 5¢ families in 2 villages.

2nd Year 50 families in 2 more willages.

3rd Year 50 families in yet 2 more villages.
(E) Supply of Ambar Charkhas:

In ovder to supplement their income it would be
proper to give one Ambar Charkha each 0 at least ten

families in a village; starting with big villages where

other activities are also proposed to be started. TFor

working the jnstrument, Kolgha women could be trained.

as many beneficiaries}i

EaTR—

T




1
During the training perioda stipend ghouvld e given %o
them '‘as was done for the Xathodis in thoe Vijayvnagar
Taluka of Saberkantha District,

. 107

{ ) Generating additisnsi ¥-313

P 3 n S T e o R
ENpel 5 S VT FroSYaIl gy

The Xolghsas wc‘st;diﬁﬂ‘ﬁs ol ogae Bo 2oSSes5s any
peculiar skill though they are very_h;rdworking and
intelligent peopie. Thié leads us to propose that theoy
should be trained for hard and semi-skilled jobs and

professions.

In the Mahuva Taluka, 20 Kolghas are being trained
in brick—making.“ The périod-of'tréining'iS“six'mbnyhs,
during which a trainee-gets a stipend of k.120/- P.H.
Similaifijf, some Kolghas are being trained in bidi making
on similar linesi It is proposed that"theseffrainings
must ba given to the Kélghas of each Taluka, (where

they -are in‘a‘Sﬁbstaﬂfial numher).

The masonary classes run by the Project
Administration/Taluka Development Officer at Vansda
where they also give a bicyvle to a trainee at 50% cost
could be run for the Xolgha you ghgs at least once in

two vears,

The skill generating ;burses could be not only
in (i) brick-meking, {ii) masonry, (iii) bidi making,
and {iv)} ambar charkha (as proposed earlier) but also
in (v) entrepreneurship, (vii) collection of forest
produce, and (viii) fishing.-'Training in entrepreneourship
is proposed because the Xolghas have shown anr extra--

ordinary =daptiveness to setting up small business like
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wegotable selling, glass-ware selling and petty
contractorship. Intelligent and educated Xolgha youths
could be.pnicked up nnd - trained in the elemcnts of
business, salesmanship aind account keeping for a period

of six months ont 2 stipendary basis. In the same manner:

e

Training in cellection of minor forest produce should
hy ; = :

start under. the Gujarat Stazate Forest Development
Corporetion., Ir.a period of three years a sum of R. 5

lakhe will haveée to be provided under this head.

RN
(»
—

Loansg for satting up semi-skilled works

and business:

f /

After being trained as above, it wonld be advisable

to go whole hog and give loan to those of the.trainees
who want tq.start their own work and business. The
loans should be on casy terms and in proportion to the

work, X% would also be. useful to give them guidance in

where to start the work, when and how to sell the material

produced and how to.aoclve difficultices which arise while

actually on the job.

In addition to the above mentionsd schemes which
are move or less ol conventional lines we would like to
suggest a few, new, non-conveiltional develdpmental
programmes for the Xolghas. These schemes arc based on
what the XKolghas have been doing in. an unorganized way.

Some of them are?égﬁfgllows :

(1) Frog-based schames for the Kolghas.

While studying the social =znd economic iife of
these people it was observed that they catch frogs,

many days in a vear and sell to get a little money.

it
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Frog catching is peculiar to the Xolghas (ané some other
cause many other tribals ana non-tribals
considaer the job unclean, They catch frogs for local
o) 2

sapply these to ngenis who in turn

8
despatch them to severzl big business houses in dombay.

in pends =and sanals during daria nighuys just after
Septamber every veAv. The Folghae satohl tho frogs
1ocatiﬁg_ﬁhéuspots and dazing thoe animals with the help
of a lantern, A Xolgha could catch.as many as 50 to 60
frogs on a lucky night giving him Rse 12/= t0 Bse15/=.

The lLocal main agent {in this case an enthusiastic young
Muslim gentleman in Bilimora) dresses the frogs,.

soparates the legs with muscles, packs and forwaxrds the

dressed and ready material to Bombay.

Some business houses in Bombay like the Britania
Foods, Savant Sea Feods, the Tatas etc., as one informant
told us. export the frog-legs to many Buropean countries
and U.S.A. to earn.a good deal of foreign exchange. Ve
were toid that a B, of frog leg would earn as much as
%, 50/~ in the oversecas market. (Even the primary material
that is sent out from Gujarat to Bombay would not be less
in worth than .15 to 20 lakhs per annum. Moreover, the
peculiarity of the frog trade in Gujarat is that it is
done throughout the year, In Maharashtra it is done only
for 2 months. In. M,P. the tripa)gand others have not
taken to it at all).

Locking to all the facts and figures given above
and also keeping in mind that the Xolghas are the
primary colléctors of frogs a schome starting with an
experimental campaign for intensive fertilization of

frog cggs and setting up an experimental froggery
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in the first year expanding later on into individual/.

co. operative froggeries and frog leg unit is proposed.

Experimentation is necessary because the occupation
is entirely new and needs a good deal of research. So, in
the first year, observation of spots whers frog eggs are
laid and an intensive Tertilization capaign for the eggs
thus located would be worthwhile, TIn this the local
cclleges and the South gujarat University Zeelogy
Department could be asked %o help and they also be given

some research grant for the purpose.

In the same year,_establishmeﬂt of an experimontal
froggery at Khergam/Maneépor should be éaken up, again
with the help of the local Science College/Univefsity and
Shri Majidbhai, the Brog merchant at Bilimora. If this
proves successful then a few Xolghas could bhe persuaded
to take up the work on a 75% subsidy for capital expenses,
"Later on they should be organised inte a Co opérative
Society" which would alse rarket the catch after dressing
it for which frog leg 1unit should be establiished {ncluding
a Cold Storage and a staff of Veterinary Officer and a
fow woerkers.- The spare capacity of the storage could be
used for chilliing milk; menufacturing ice; storing
vegetables etc. for.qﬁher gooperativa Societies. ' The
fat collected intc a medicinal oil which is said to fetch
a good price.

The expenditure on the above mentiocned work is
expected to be in th: renge of the amounts as showl

below:
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st Year:
Intensive Fertilization Campaign 10,000

Rosearch £ Nevelopmont zgrants to the
A B )

Toscarch Sodies 20?000
The Zxuerimental Froguery 20,080
Produdtion Froggsrics 50,000
Frog Leg Unit {Canital) 1, 3%,000

Apart from this, the running expenses

of the Unit would be about Bs. 50,000

' Pesd. 88 follows @ 50,000
i
; 1000 x 12 = 12,000
o]
' Vetoficetr ' . 500 x & x 12= 24,000 .
\ Rents:Rates others 14,000
‘50,000

It may not be out of place to mention that frog
catching from paddy fields is not to be encouraged as that
would mar the ecological balance for the welfare of the
’ paddy plants {frogs eating away the paddy crop). The

b catch initially frem tanks and canals and later on from

the froggeries only.will be handled by the Unit and the

Cooperativé\Society.

' (i) A Labourarers! Cooperative Societv:

As mentioned often, . the Xolghas are hargy and
experienced hewers of wood. At present they get this
work but it is not on a continuing basis and they have
to geo 5egéing for it, Uoreever, they get not more than.
Bse 3/~ pef day for this work, . It is proposed, therefore,

that a Labours' Cooprative Society (for heawing wood and
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selling it) be set up. For this a separate Depot for
fire-wood shoul «l be opened where these labourers would
out the fire-wo od, stack there and sell. it to the
customers.

A

The Coop erative Society should be able to purchass

fireswood logs at a very reascnable price from the
Forest Department/other Forest Cooperative Societies -
and store them in the Depot where the members would hew
them and get a Yeasonable wage. The fire-wood .thus
made ready coul d Pe scld o thie general public, to
Ashram Shalas zhd could be transported to Navsari/Surat.
A part of the profit could be distributed to the members
or could be used for some social weffar; work among
them, Another part of the profits should Fo towards a
reserve fund. In the first two years it would be
advisable to brxing the firewoocd legs in hired trucks,
Later on if the work picks up and . its cost would be
paid up in instalments a truck could. be purchased for
the Scciety fox all its transportation work. The
Government would also have.te give financial help to
the Society fox running it. by defraying its Secretary!s
salary and paying for some cther recurring petty items.
Tn the first year the work could be sfarted in Khergam

and Ozar. In the second at Agashi and Tarkanni.

I# all goes well with the proposed Societies the
firo-wood salc could be so organised that the Penchinahals
district which starvs of fire-wood would get it
directly from the Xolgha societies. The Panchmahals
District woul& not only get saome relief from the
problem but the nahe of illicit cutting of fire-wood
for noad loads could also he partially tackled 1f the

woTk is taken @2 on an ever-expanding and continous basis.

vk SRR
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Soglioty:

Seme of the Isighn aro Aonnenant on orossiag
ryrass=-n2ola8, in which worik thoy e yuiie tmpers.  For
pressing 100 dnlce, they god =,12%/-, WUsuslly six
perscns caa nroess 100 balee irn U dopre, which worls out
21 averagld wogo nf ®.5/- V'Q cx A el labouvor. They get
this work Tor two montns wffor #hic Diwali, In somo arcas

tﬁe_Forest Department alse gets this work done.

It is proposed that a separate Grass Labourers'
‘Cooperate Society for the kolghﬁs should be organlsed and
nressmng graess bales done through and by it. mhlS Society
should be able to buy grass from the Fores% Department on

a remsonable price and organize its aamles to the

contymers. Two Bocieties in the farst year should be _
started one each Nana Panda and Limjher. If the work i%
picks up, then in the second year, it could be taken up
in the places where the Labourers' Cooperative Societies
would have been working for the last one year (i.e. at

Khewrgam and 0zar).

() A Forest Labourers' Cooperative

Society:

(i) It would be very essential to diversify their 'i
activities to other jobs also. & Forest Labourers'

Cooperative Society could be set up and given.coupes for

PR

felling nnd selling wherever this is possible.

(ii) Collection of minor forest produce could {
also be done through such a society. As we have seel,

forest does play an important role in the Holgha ecolomy.

A -

N AP
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shipvanpny Paluaka this is very ¢learly seen. Those
forest produce like gum, mahuda
=
wad barks of many trees., As they are

-

renwdi. wavpertly ¥isy have to.sell the collections

e ot B S R P e O .v.I

to leocali traders. {(This work could
AN

g a2t termatively on an individual basis, the :
i = iwpcins cuvchased by the Suijarat Forest j
: i
i AT RGO, ) !
b

ol zhas also collaect. Hantho carpum

. i “se1l tHer (éftef drfihg them at home)
R oA very @éggrprice. The items could :
For moye LT the collection anq marketing arg,done :
cooperauive basis with tﬁe‘oléésings of the Forest
cant Dorpevation. I the demand is found to be
ernncding o campaign for their collection could be
d later on an expeémental farm of Xentho
E ~n 1 ahaclutely waste land plot could be started
t' v wivimately to lead to giving one such
3 they could also be encouraged to
; L ratanjog and Faralijl seeds in the same
: wve.basis or individmally and sell these
§ Topporacion. It should be feound out.if the
g ritmert could allow these mantho Carpum weeds(!?)
k
; _ i forests as under growth. If so, then
3 v gront pyoulen of both (the Department having to find
2 at forest Urees are standing ond the Kolghas having to )
; ingd out 1 for growing these) will bhe solved. L
!
i iv)  They could form a Cooperative Society and é '
H i
: Sh-wsik on & contract. .They Are expert earth E t
f - it is hoped that they would do well in this ; '
Loni Lork.  Some earthworks for Government ;
3 ~tyuctions could be given to them on preferential basis. f
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The Kolgha women collect leaves from the forest for
the tribal agriculturists who put these lsaves in a’

rectangular seed plot of the reguired =ize and sét them

on fire, Thisg is known as'adar’, ing which is

considered sssential Tor growing seeds therein., It is
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pProposed that the lLeaves he

wvisualized above {or c¢u iz .sis}) at one place

s

the agriculturists,
The women collecters covid ns.give? wages as per the local
rates. Organised in +his way, the work v ould be available

for ¢ 1little more time. One zdded advantage of this

. e o ten,
1 vy oI uIe

would bhe the avallabiili =5 wiienever

required in the desirved guansit,. It will also solve the

o~

problem of :iimfting of foewooh

ren iy the tribals.

Ry

(L) & Cooperative
Talukas the Kolghas

catch. rivers on a very small

scale, 1In thase oreas, a Cooperative Fishing Society for
the Kg¢lighas could vo organised to provide them
opportunities te onmn a2 1it4Lie move food and money., They
could be given Lrainisg in shing hefore they are
organiced in 1l o wrny. Neis and accesseries should be
supplied to the -icielty on a subsidised base. The

experditursa :oted to be around &k, 070 in the first

ol

year, Rs. 10,000 in the second and k.15,000 in the third

yvear,
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zonal Pregrammes:

. i

vy faorming the habits of school-

-

oo children, Balwadis for the presschdéol

[
w
-
P

shpald be sraxrted in villoges where the Xolgha- :
e hLoae #Boin number., A lady teacher %
wooowmnloved to run the Balwadi, At the
Lisie voluntary egency or the Taluka
implementing agency. All Balwadi
¢ piven a set of clothing, hair oil and one
e, The instituticn should be
21l sasuipment; it would be better to use
‘oveiale mid local devices for éringing up thé
vy f vgﬁ?aﬁnem(All éxpense:for the programme

veslaw o b Gk Government).

sty im she firvst yvear may be situatéd at:
Village{
Khergam
Tarkani

e Ozar, Virkshatia

n{v‘
st
(o
9
H
[v]
ot

Villiage.
Teilithl i Agashi
i Fanuva Puna

siwdin Linjghar, Nirpan

3 .meted that the scheme would cost around
i1, e fivst yveary; and twice the amount in

cond yeanr.
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(b) Prinary Schools:

Most of the Holghas are illiterate, They are not
attracted by the freeships and other facilities given by
the State Government for education of their children, -
The main reason for this is their poverty, on a accéunt
of which they have to engage their children for cattle

grazing, labour work and other food gathering activities.

The only course to attract these children tg_shhool
is to provide them with additional°snh51arships in kinds .
4t present in some villages where the XKolghas residoe,
parents.of a school-going XKolgha child get food grain
worth Rs.25/- p.m. if the child has an'attendanué'of 75%
in a month., (He would lose his grains if the child is
not regular in going to the school and.thus attends for

less than the requiwzed number of days).

This scheme is implemented in some villages. In
other villages the Koléhas are not aware of the facility.
It is, therefore, propqsed-that the Kolghas, wherever
they are, "should be given the henefit of the scheme,

The information should reach every one of them. from the
Taluka officials and the village lsvel workers. The
scheme should not be withhold from them even if they are
known by some other name like Dhorkali or Naikudi. The
perscns running the seheme should be made aware of all

this,

(c} Ashram Shalas:

I pAshx:am Shalas, at different village exclusively
atering to the educational needs of the Xolgha commmunity

should be estalished. In these 4Ashram Shales theoe
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the Kélgha?éhilgiren would have facilities for studies.as
well as of.residence (boarding included) from 1st std.
to 7th Std. A1l the expenditure of Ashram Shalas would
have to be borne by Government. The, four blaces

suggested above are as undex:

(1) Bhergam (chikhli Taluka)
(2) Ozar (Dhrarampur Taluka)
(3) Tarkani (4nnaval) (mahuva Taluka)

(4) Nirpan (Bansda Taluka).

(It should be mentioned that there is one Ashram Shala
only for the Xolghas 7 atﬂMalan&aga, Phatampur ./
Taluka.) Moreover, there should be reservations of seaks
in existing Ashyam Shalas for olgha childrén and they

should be given stipefnd like any other S.T.Student.

These Ashram Sharam snould work as Community
Schools, haveing contact with the Xolgha villages in
their wicinity. The school should werk as anraxtension
agency for the community and help in organizing development

work for the disadvantaged people.

‘The I Ashram Shalas should be phase” out as

follows:

Year Villages .Expenditure.

1st Year 1: at Xhorgam ks, 1,00,000

2nd Year i: at Taerkani s, 1,00,000P1lus
the fivst year's
qommitment. 

3rd Year 2: Cne each at Czar Rs. 2,00,00CFlus

the first fwe Year's
commitment,

g R e T ' ]
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ke then awarc of their nlight, of
t therefrom

DYogramRes

i literacy

! .

| cimssecs should e vat i 2ach cornmunity,

; The Ashray Shales as visuollis srganise and
look afitsr these classes, & isniman o 10 classes each

year should be the target.:

A Dancing Troupns:
i

A kolgha dancing troupe could
This could.go from place to place for

o 8 A i s o

I ,
also be organized on

commercizl basis.

performing at a fixed payment. The Ashram Shalas as

contemplated above couldorganize_the'activity. This

troupe cculd also be used for_training the Ashram Shala

children in folk dancing and folk singing.

A word of caution in thue end,

The above mentioned development plan for the

A S

Kolghas has been discussed in detail with the

] beneficiaries in long. sittings. They scemed very

enthusiastic about it. They would accept anything which

would them steady incomc. e
b ol

S R

The plan has aisc been discussed with top develdpment
people and thev scemed happy about it. They wanted to
implement it as soon as it was available. Thus the plan

seems to be agreeable both fo the takers and the givers.
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A word or Two of caution, however, is necessary so
that we ‘remain prepared with whatever has to be donc
incidental to it. Firstly, it will be apparent to
whoever reads the plan that we have planned only for twe
or in some items only for three vears, That has been
done with a purpese. We want a contimious evaluation
of the programmed items so that we know if we are going
right., If it is found to be not so, we would find out
some thing additional oY slternative cr drop the item
altogether before goirg very lonhg with it., This would
save btime and money and the people's patience. Ir we
find that whatever has been'planned, goes on woll, being
accepted by the people andogegerating hdditional inceme
for thom, without unduly disturbing their 1ife and
culturce then it will be easy to continue the items, only
meonetary calculations and Government approval for

continuing them, will be necessary.

Secondly, the implementers of the programme will
C\llave to.be.” more fridendly with the peoplc. and actively
‘associate themse}ves with the agonics and esstacies of.
Kolgha 1ife so that these simple people, in their turn,

take up the preogramme as their own,

T+ would be beneficial to both the parties
concerned to give as much iriitiative as possible to the
Kolghas in 211 that is being done for them. Ye should

net be too much paternalistic in the secense that we Tun

every day after them and asit if they bhave done this or
the other or not. That kind of attitude breads
disinterest in the beneficizries who begin to think that
~ i+ is the Government's plan and not theirs., Actually
after some time they could be 12ft alone foxr running

{ the schemes, However, they should be clearly made to
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understand that the Government would go.thus far and no
further; and that a people's destiny is, ultimately, in

its own hands, 121

It would be worthwhile to organize the development
activities for the Kblghas in ene campus wherever rossible,
This wiil not only do for econcmy in wanageriond but will
also give the whole woik = grandour of scale and the activity
would get sustenance from each ether., It w211 =ttract to them
the other people, the sutsiders, o hove boon so far avoiding
them, and will alsc make it eazsy for the workoers te deal with

the beneficiaries.

The campus would be known as Mahant Wadi. In one
part of it the dried leaves could be stored, near it there
would.be the hewing of wood; in another the grass baling would
g0 on. There itself would be locatedjthe Ambar Charkha work;
the Ashram Shala and the Balwadi would also come in there
itself.

We can think of employing a full time Social Worker
to look after and coordinate 2ll the activities of the
Mahant Wadi., 1If the worker is good, in a few year's time,
the campus would be 2 sight to see and an institution to
copy. & State level officer to look after all the above
mentioned activities for the development of the Kolghas
living in all the Talukas can also be employed and postedd

preferably in the field itself amidst the Kolghas,

Kelgha young men and women with reguisite
gualifications could profitebly be employed in the Wadi
and in other programmes mentioned above. (Thev could

also be given preferecnce, other things being egual,
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in jobs that may wequire a lot of muscle work.)
o It would not be too much o expect that larger-
minded non-tribal businessmeri, agriculturists and
contractors who have secn the plight of these tribals
would come forwarsd and invest some money forthe Kolgha's
welfare, One person could invest Rs.B,OO'G/— for a period
of 8 to 10 years 2and out of the interéét of 95,300 +Rs. 300
to be given by the Government as its share i.e. with a
total amount:of-_gg.GO() /= we can really do good work for
one .v'efx;r I&:—):r}.gha_ family. The.investor could get his
deposit back when ‘4t matures., He will have to forge cnly
the intercst on the amount. In return’he will have the
satisfaction of making one ;f‘amily self d'ependent'" . (He
hed in the past gained enough from these peoplc's

lehour'. ).
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