


PREFACE

The Baiga is numerically a very small and little known tribe of Odisha. As per census 2011, their
population is 338 only in Odisha. They identify themselves as Bhumiraja or Bhumijan meaning "lord of
the soil" or "son of the nature". They speak Baigani, a dialect of Chhatishgarhi belonging to the Indo-
Aryan family of languages. Mostly they inhabit Balasore and Sundergarh districts of Odisha.

They are settled agriculturists. They depend upon shifting cultivation and minor forest products for
their livelihood. Their scanty clothes and unique tattoo marks decorating different parts of their body
distinguishes them from others.

The Baiga community is divided into number of endogamous groups i.e. Binjhwar, Bharatia, Narotia or
Nahar, Raibhaina, Kathbhaina, Kondwan or Kundi, Gondwaina, Kurka-Baiga, Sawat-Baiga, and Dudh-
bhaina.

Adult marriage and monogamy is common in the community. Marriage by negotiation (Mangni
marriage) is considered as ideal and prestigious. They consider death as an unnatural event and usually
practice burial for the dead. Mourning and death pollution lasts for ten days. Purificatory rite Chotakam
and Dosakarmais observed on the 3 day and 10" day respectively after death.

Baiga religion is an admixture of animism and Hinduism. They worship a number of deities and
observes different rituals and festivals like Bidri, Cherta, Dusshera, Diwali etc. round the year. They
perform songs and dances such as Karma, Seila, and Bilma during rituals and festivals. Bilma reflects
their cultural identity. Tribal development programmes and different socio-economic activities
implemented by the government have brought changesin their socio-cultural and economic life.

The photographic documentation of Baiga life style is a part of the series on the tribes of Odisha. My
heartiest thanks goes to Shri Khirad Kumar Turk, Research Assistant, Ms. Moushumi Nayak, Assistant
Director and Mrs. Kabita Pattanaik of SCSTRTI for preparing the basic text for this colorful handbook.
My special thanks are due to Shri S.C. Mohanty, Consultant (R & P) and Shri B.K. Paikray, former Research
Assistant of SCSTRTI for guidance and editing this handbook. | hope that it will be useful to all who are
interested on the tribal culture of Odisha.

Prof. (Dr). A.B. Ota
Advisor-cum-Director & Special Secretary





























































































