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PREFACE

The Assam Institute of Research for Tribals and
Scheduled Castes, Guwahati under the aegis of Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment (erstwhile Ministry
of Welfare) have been providing grants-in-aid to authors
for publication of books written on different aspects of
tribals and scheduled castes. The scheme is basically
known as ‘Grants-in-Aid for Literary Works for Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled Tribes’. The Scheme receives
very good response from different authors. In fact, it is
difficult to accommodate all the authors under the scheme.
As a part of this popular scheme, the book on “Karbi _
Loka Samaj Sahitya Aru Sanskritit Abhumuki by
Suren Baruah’’ has been sponsored by the Institute for
publication. It is expected that the readers will receive
the book with pleasure. We look forward for comments
and suggestions from the readers.

[ am thankful to the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment for providing financial assistacne for the
scheme. I am also thankful to the Government of Assam,
department of WPT & BC for giving financial assistance
for the scheme. Finally, I like to thank M/S. Bohniman
Printers, Guwahati for their help and co-operation for
bringing out the book.

Dated Guwahati ‘ R. Zaman
the 16" February, 1999 Director
Assam Institute of Research
for Tribals and Scheduled Castes
' Guwahati-22
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Sir Charles Lyall sz THE MIKIRS &7w itz “Their
Colour is light yellowish brown, and the girls are often
fair. The men are as tall as the majority of the hill races of
Assam, Colonel L.A. Waddell's eighteen sz 2cimens
averaging 1633 milimetres, or 5.354 feat, in height, the
tallest being 5.583 feat, and the shortest 5.108. The average
is noticeable higher than that of their neighbours the Khasis.
The average head measurements in these specimen were-
length, 181 millimetres ; breadth; 141 ; ceph=:ic index, 77.9.
The nose s broad at the base, and often fla:, giving a nasal
index of 85.1, and an orbite- nasal of 107.7. The facial hair
is.scantly, and only a thin moustache is worn. The front of

the head is some times, but not generally, shorn. The hair is
8

gathered into a knot behind, which hangs over the nape of
the neck. The body is muscular, and the men are capable of
prolonged exertion.” :
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- DISTRICT - MKKIRSBY RACE ~ SPEAKING MIKIR

Cachar plains 717. ' 728

- Sylhet 156 166
Kamrup 10,587 8,026
Darrang ' 2,646 3.108
Nowgong , 35,732 34,273
Sibsagar . 22,909 22,803
North-Cachar | 1,446" nil
‘Khasia and.Jaintia Hills "~ 12,840 13,142
Elsewhere =~ 13 37
Total g 87,046 182,283

agdwe fRtz- "In Kamrup, Nawgong and Sibsagar, it
* may reasonably be assumed that the Mikirs returned as
speaking some other language (probably Assamese) also

o spoke the speech of their tribe, being bilingual like other

non Aryan races in Assam, and the 809 persons in Darrang,
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and else where, returned as
speaking Mikir, though not as Mikirs by race, must really

- have belonged to the tribe."
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